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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 
XXIX Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 19, 2025 
 The readings from Sacred Scripture this weekend address that necessary element in the life of a 
disciple, an element that demands discipline – persistence. This persistence in prayer seems today limited 
to the prayer of petition. The woman in the gospel perceives that she has been wronged and she knows 
who has wronged her. Our stick-to-it-tivenss, our tenacity, our persistence is also to be seen in our life as 
a disciple in the manner we live the faith. Each week at the Sunday Mass we stand and we recite the 
Creed; that most basic and clear articulation of what we believe; the basic doctrine of the Church. It is 
possible to profess the doctrine of our Church without any faith; merely reciting the words week after 
week without pausing to understand what we say.  This of course, leads to the question at the end of the 
Gospel passage. The question could be, not: “But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?” Perhaps the question should be more pointed: But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
in me? 
 Moses’ persistence is in standing face to face with opponents in a battle. There are times when it 
seems that we are battling: in society, at work, in class, at home, with each other. We are not continually 
called to confrontation. Confrontation is not always a bad thing. One thing confrontation does for us im-
mediately is that it shows us who’s on our side. Look around you at those moments. It can be quite revela-
tory when you discover with whom you’ve cast yourself.  
 St. Paul continues this mandate at faithfulness and tenacity even in the face of opposition when he 
writes: Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed... We have been hearing from the Pastoral 
Epistles for the last several weeks now. They are unique in Paul’s writing; differing from his other writ-
ings. His concern is on correct doctrine and avoiding the influence of Gnostics who are trying to introduce 
teaching other than the gospel into the life of the community. This effort at watering down the message of 
Jesus continues into our own day. I saw a quote the other day in an article in which a professor of Theolo-
gy was describing an aspect of the Catholic faith that one student was not willing to accept. The response 
of the student to the professor, in rejecting this doctrine was something like: You’re a Pope John Paul and 
Pope Benedict Catholic. I am more a Pope Francis. The response was, in effect, a rending of the unity of 
the Church by setting up camps the individual asserted was more in keeping with his or her viewpoint.  
 I think our Holy Father, Pope Leo, would be rightly horrified at such an alignment.  
It is not to a political or perceived left or right leaning theological position one espouses in which we 
make our profession of faith. Our faith rests in the belief that by His dying and rising, Jesus has redeemed 
all of humanity.  
 In his recently issued Apostolic Exhortation, Dilexi Te (I have loved you) Our Holy Father, Pope 
Leo, has written to all Christians on love for the poor. If you are looking to align yourself with something, 
try taking that one on and, with faith in Jesus Christ, live those words that we heard from St. Paul Remain 
faithful to what you have learned and believed… We do that every time we manifest our care for 
others.   
 
Faithfully, 
 
 
Msgr. Diamond 

View this bulletin online at www.Discove
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Welcome to the Parish! 

Mary Ann Aronson 
Tara Brohawn and family 

MMoonnssiiggnnoorr’’ss  
TThhuurrssddaayy  EEmmaaiill  

Msgr. Diamond’s weekly Thursday Email is a popu-
lar weekly newsletter for our parishioners.  Currently 
there are over 1,148 people who receive his email 
each Thursday afternoon.  If you would like to be on 
our distribution list, please call the office at (610) 
459-2502 or send your request to be added to our
distribution at

Stcorn1@comcast.net. 

Help provide home cooked meals to neighbors in 
need! Caring for Friends (formerly Aid for Friends) is 
collecting frozen meals and soups for homebound sen-
iors and food insecure individuals.  Meal trays and 
soup containers can be found in the utility closet on 
the right of the side door of the narthex.  Consider put-
ting aside an extra dinner or soup portion, freeze it and 
then bring it to the freezer also located in the utility 
closet.  PLEASE sign the meals and soup in on the list 
attached to the shelves next to the freezer.  The food is 
distributed all over the Greater Philadelphia Area. 
This effort is on-going at our parish. We invite you to 
contribute what you can.  If you have questions, please 
contact Nancy Todor 609-234-1193 

Join us for our Fall Program! 
We come together each Wednesday morning at 6:00 
am for coffee, light fare and fellowship.  At 6:15 am, 
we begin our program with a video followed by dis-
cussion. The group then closes at 7:15 am in time for 
daily Mass at 7:30 am. 
This year's theme: "The Light of Men" 
If you were not available to participate previously, 
no worries! The program is designed to jump in 
when you can. 
The 2025-26 schedule for our TMIY group can be 
found at:  
https://www.saintcornelius.org/that-man-is-you 
Our first gathering was Wednesday, September 
17th, 2025, but you can join us at any time. 
Scan the QR code to the right or copy the 
link below to join us! 
https://programs.paradisusdei.org/join/05E3A5 
All men are welcome to join us at any time during 
the program. 
SCHEDULE: Each Wednesday, Parish Life Center 
(PLC) 

6:00 am Coffee, light fare and fellowship 
6:15 am Video and discussion 
7:15 am Closing in time for 7:30 am Mass 

All men are welcome to join  
this enriching formation experience. 

All you need to do is show up Wednesday morning. 

The Knights of Columbus wish to thank all the men of 
St. Cornelius who expressed interest in joining the St. 
Cornelius Council.  We had over 20 men express in-
terest in joining at our membership drive recently! 
If you are a Catholic man 18 years or older, you may 
join the Knights of Columbus.  The St. Cornelius 
Council invites you to become part of this vibrant fra-
ternity.  
You may join online at www.kofc.org/join and use our 
council number, [12391], to connect with us.   New 
members may join for free using the promo code 
BLESSEDMCGIVNEY in honor of Blessed Michael 
J. McGivney, the Founder of the Knights.
For your convenience, a QR code that will 
take you to the membership page is here: 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Holy Hour - Join Us!
Monday, November 3 , 8:00 am

After the 7:30 Mass, the Pro-Life Group is
hosting a Holy Hour. We will pray a rosary for
the unborn, and an end to abortion. We will
also pray the Miraculous Medal Novena for the
unborn. There will be time for silent prayer.
The hour will close at approximately 9:00 am.

Look for this event monthly on
the first Monday of the month.

Buildings and Grounds Committee

If you have any experience in the trades, the Buildings
and Grounds Committee is looking for new members.
As the pastor says: If you can hammer a nail in
straight, you are over qualified. In reality we have a
big campus, close to 60 acres, with a lot of moving
parts. The Committee meets once month, discusses
aspects of the temporal goods of the parish and make
recommendations for the attention that is necessary.
Please give it consideration and if interested talk to
Msgr. Diamond.Join us for a Bible study designed for par-

ents of young children. Grow in faith, con-
nect with other parents, and find encour-

agement through
God’s Word.

Children are invited to aƩend!
While we dig into Scripture together, your

kids can enjoy playƟme nearby.

Bible Study
For Parents

of Young Children

Sessions will be held every other Sunday!

InformaƟonMeeƟng/Launch Date:

Sunday, October 26th, 2:30PM

Saint Cornelius Early Learning Center

PleaseemailAbbieMcCuskertoregisteror

to learnmore informaƟon!

AbbieMcCusker-akohlbrenner@scornelius.org

October 19, 2025 12:00 Noon
Please join us in celebrating the 108th Anniversary of
the sixth Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima, and the
Miracle of the Sun. We will honor Our Lady while we
process around our campus reciting the Rosary as she
requested at Fatima in 1917.
Bring your friends and family to St. Cornelius to hon-
or Our Lady of Fatima and to ask for her intervention
to bring peace and hope to the earth, the Church, and
to our families.
We will meet outside the church directly after the 11
AM Mass.

OUR LADY
OF FATIMA

October 19

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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October 12, 2025
WeShare e Giving $7,223.40
Envelope Offering $9,603.50

$16,826.90

“For where your treasure is,
there also will your heart be.”

Luke 12:34

The Sunday collection is very important
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties. So, if you are away on a Sunday,
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church.

Do you have the desire to
be part of building a

CREATION CARE TEAM
In St. Cornelius Parish?

INFORMATION SESSION
Please join us,

learn about how you can
parƟcipate in creaƟng a
CreaƟon Care Team

based on a
contemplaƟve ChrisƟan spirit

and the common good.

WHEN-WHERE?
Thursday, October 23

7:00-8:00pm
Parish Life Center
Fr. Simon Room

Please let us know if you
will aƩend: Bob Holliday,
uwholliday@gmail.com

610-717-2265

Last weekend was In-Pew Weekend – a special time in
our archdiocese where we join as members of one body in
Christ to support the Catholic Charities Appeal (CCA) of
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
Through CCA, the hungry are fed, the sick are comforted,
and no one is forgotten. Reaching 1 in 5 people across our
region, these aren’t just acts of charity. They are expres-
sions of Christ’s love shared with our neighbors in need.
Join the Archdiocese in Giving Hope to All by making a gift
to CCA during Mass or at ve.catholiccharitiesappeal.or .
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and for the
many ways you share Christ’s love with others.

Empowering Every Child
to Learn, Grow, and Shine

As a new school year is upon us, the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia’s three Schools of Special Education are
once again opening their doors to extraordinary stu-
dents.
At Saint Katherine School, Our Lady of Confidence
School, and Saint Lucy School for Children with Vis-
ual Impairments, dedicated teachers meet students
where they are and provide the resources, support,
and Christ-centered formation each child needs to
flourish.
Your generosity ensures that these schools can meet
the individual needs of more than 140 students.
With small class sizes, highly trained teachers, and a
curriculum designed to nurture every student’s
unique gifts, children are empowered to build confi-
dence, independence, and a deep sense of belonging.
Will you renew your support this year and help bring
hope, opportunity and the joy of learning to children
this school year?

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Baptisms
Baptized in Christ
Adeline Beyer

Daughter of Preston & Katerina Beyer
Let us pray for our newly baptized Christian.

St. Cornelius
Early Learning Center

Our annual fall hayride and bonfire at Ramsey Farm
was such a wonderful experience for our little friends
and their families! The children loved riding through
the farm on the hay wagon, enjoying the crisp autumn
air and beautiful fall colors all around. After the ride,
everyone gathered by the warm bonfire to share laugh-
ter and delicious treats. It was the perfect way to cele-
brate the season—filled with joy, friendship, and fun
memories that will last a lifetime!

Prayer Shawl Ministry…
CCoommee,, JJooiinn UUSS!!
Did you know that each baby baptized at St. Cornelius
receives a hand-made blanket made by our Prayer Shawl
Ministry? You are welcome to join us in this rewarding
ministry. We also make shawls, blankets, scarves, hats,
mittens etc. for elderly homes, the Giving Tree and any-
one looking for a comforting gift.

Every 4th Monday of each month
1:30pm to 3:00pm, Parish Life Center

We find ourselves in need of white acrylic yarn or fund-
ing to help continue this wonderful ministry. Please
prayerfully consider donating to our ministry or purchas-
ing a “Pound of Love” or “Caron Pound” of white acryl-
ic yarn. We have a basket set up in the narthex, below
the large TV monitor, to offer our works and for your
donations. Also, you are welcome to drop off any yarn
donations to the Parish Life Center. Donations are great-
ly appreciated.
If you have any questions, please contact

Valerie Childs (610) 213-0515
and Vickie Gambino (317) 440-5210

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SSG Ana Brunal
SPC Mike Canfield
Cpl Michael Castle
Lt. Connor Cleary

Fr. Joseph Coffey (Chaplain)
Maj Robert B. Cusick, Jr.
Capt Joshua deFreitas

SSGT Michael DiVernieri
Cadet Emily Fanning
Lt. Ryan Gallagher
SSG. Eric Gardner

Capt Matthew Gibbons
Ens Patrick Gibbons

Ens John Paul Gibbons
Maj Rachel Gonzalez
SPC Logan Hannum
Sgt Andrew Hart
Devin J. Hunt

PO1 Nathan R. Keller
1st Lt Lauren Kinnee
Spc. Andrew Koehler
Capt Daniel Kohli
Maj. Chris Love
Maj. Megan Love
Sgt Jason Lyons

2nd Lt. Kevin Malone
Sgt Alexander Marlow
PFC Zachary Marlow
CPT. Travis Mauer

Lt. Cmdr Daniel McCadden
Capt Jonathan McGrath
LT Molly K. McGuckin

LCDR Ryan A. McGuckin
Maj. Sean P. Noll

Lt. Col Brian J. O’Shea
Lt. Cmdr Inga O’Shea
Maj James O’Shea

Sgt. Maj. Justin Rogowski
PFC L Roland

LTJG Christian Samulewicz
1st Lt. Olivia Samulewicz
Capt. Neal F. Schubert
Ens Nicholas Spadaccini
MSG Thomas Stone
Cpl Mark Truex

Lt. Christopher Vish
Capt. Aidan Walsh
PFC Ellianna Welsh
Capt Jennifer Wynn

Let us pray for our Men and Women
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for: The Ministry

of Consolation

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of peo-
ple grieving the death of a significant person/persons in
their lives, the ministry honors the words and example of
the Lord Jesus:
"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled"

(Matthew 5:4).
A team of four St. Cornelius church members have been
trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group for the
Consolation Ministry.
On November 15, 2025, the Consolation Group will
meet at the Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from
2:30pm to 3:30pm.

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180.

American Red Cross
Blood Drive

St. Cornelius Church

Thursday – November 6, 2025
1PM to 6PM

Registration Opportunity after ALL Masses
October 25 & 26

OR….Register at redcrossblood.org using Zip Code
19317 and Refine Search or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) Call Marilyn at 484-947-7295 leaving
your name and phone number with any questions.
The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors
can fulfill that need. Nationwide, someone needs a unit
of blood every 2 to 3 seconds. Blood cannot be manu-
factured. It can only come from generous donors like
YOU.

Be that Good Samaritan!
Be a donor on November 6th

Eligibility questions? Call the Red Cross Donor Center
@ 1-866-236-3276

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL
AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM

Jim & Kathy Buckley, Brian Buckley, Judy
& Ed Field, Eileen Talley, Tom Eno, Luke
Post, Nancy Cunningham, Andrea Bateman,
Bernice & Arthur Hindle, Joan Carrington,
Edna Werwinski, Hayes Gonzalez

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT
In a roadside kiosk in the town of Sébougou in
Mali's Segou region, three young women serve
peanut butter, ginger juice and hibiscus to a steady
stream of customers. Just months ago, they were out
of school, uncertain of their futures. Today, they are
entrepreneurs, learners and leaders. Catholic Relief
Services has been working in Mali, together with De-
velopment Canada, to enable girls to get back to
school and start thriving businesses.
Mali, a vibrant yet deeply
challenged nation in West Af-
rica, is home to 22 million
people facing persistent inse-
curity, forced displacement,
and a weakening education
system. Nearly a third of
Mali’s population (around sev-
en million people) needed humanitarian aid last year.
More than half are children, and education is one of
the hardest-hit sectors. Of this population, girls are
especially vulnerable. Nearly 1.7 million girls are out
of school, almost half of all school-aged girls nation-
ally. To address these challenges, the Girls' Educa-
tion Challenge Project, funded by Global Affairs
Canada and implemented by Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, is helping children return to school and create
economic opportunities for young women through
vocational training. Visit www.crs.org for more in-
formation and to see how you can help!
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HHeellppiinngg HHaannddss
aanndd HHeeaarrttss

This ministry offers temporary help (meals, errands,
etc.) to individuals and families in need! If you are
aware of someone in need or would like to be a volun-
teer helper, please contact Marilyn Gustin at
mgustin05@gmail.com (484) 947-7295.

Ladies, we would love for you to be part of
something special.

The Walking with Purpose Bible study
Whether you are just beginning to explore your
faith or have walked with God for years, you will
find encouragement, support, and meaningful
conversation as we study God’s word. Previous
experience with Bible study is not necessary.
Bring your Bible, bring a friend and consider
joining us this fall for our next study:

Opening Your Heart
We meet weekly in the Parish Life Center start-
ing Tuesday, October 7th
-through March of 2026,
with breaks for the holi-
days.
For more information, an
Open House will take
place at the Parish Life
Center on Tuesday morn-
ing September 30th from
10:00 am -11:00 am, and
Tuesday evening from
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm.
To Register for the fall session, contact one of
our Parish Coordinators for your preferred time:

Information about WWP is available on the St.
Cornelius parish website at:
https://saintcornelius.org/walking-with-purpose

Accompanying study guide for Opening Your
Heart can be purchased at:

https://shop.walkingwithpurpose.com

Tuesday Mornings
10:00 am -12:00 pm - Agnes Arkus

agnesa324@verizon.net (302) 290-3486

Tuesday Evenings
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm - Beth Baldo

baldobetha@gmail.com (845) 558-7089

Thursday
Scripture Study

10:00 am - 11:00 am
Parish Life Center
with Msgr. Diamond

Join us at any time!
All women and men are invited to join us each Thurs-
day morning from 10:00 am to 11:00 am. If you were-
n’t able to join us last year, do not let that deter you.
The goal of this Scripture study will be to broaden our
knowledge of Scripture, the Church’s teaching regard-
ing the Scriptures, and it will enhance our understand-
ing and personal faith life. Please bring a bible.

saintcornelius.org/morning-bible-study
If you have questions, please call
Nancy Todor - cell 609-234-1193.

It is never too late to
pick up and read.

Eucharistic Adoration
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows
from the sacrifice of the Mass and serves to
deepen our hunger for Communion with

Christ and the rest of the Church.
Join us for Adoration on Friday
mornings after Mass. Please help by sign-
ing up for Adoration at least one hour
each week. Your commitment will cover
the same hour for each Friday.
You are welcome to visit anytime during the day until
we repose the Blessed
Sacrament at 4:00 PM.

If a wedding is scheduled for a Friday,
there will be NO exposition.

View this bulletin online at www.Discove
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Sunday 
October 19 
11:45 AM 

Join our Parish Pro-Life Group 
in the church on Sunday, Octo-
ber 19, at 11:45 AM, as we pray 
a Rosary and the Litany of Lore-
to for the unborn and an end to abortion.  It is a per-
fect way to perform a spiritual work of mercy for the 
most vulnerable. 

This event is scheduled every 3rd Sunday so please 
mark your calendar now.  Bring a friend. 

Sunday Mass Intentions 
7:30 AM Theresa Fachet 
9:00 AM Olimpia Tranzilli 
11:00 AM Charles Johnson 
4:00 PM Michael Kane 

You can contact Mrs. Abbie McCusker at 
stcornprep@scornelius.org or by calling 

the PREP office (610) 459-7723 
We are happy to share that beginning this fall, Sep-
tember 21, our parish will be offering a Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word during the 9:00 AM Sunday 
Mass. This special time allows our youngest parish-
ioners to hear God’s Word in a way that is age-
appropriate and meaningful, helping them grow in 
their love for Jesus and understanding of the Gospel. 
The children will be invited to gather separately dur-
ing the Liturgy of the Word and will return to their 
families for the remainder of Mass. We are blessed to 
have Abigail McCusker and Debbie Anderson lead-
ing this ministry, and we encourage parents to bring 
their children so they can take part in this wonderful 
opportunity to learn, pray, and grow in faith. 

PILGRIM STATUE
10 - 19 - 2025   Carla Santoleri 
10 - 26 - 2025   Mary Chuchman 
11 - 02 - 2025   Open 
The dates for August thru December are 

now available on the sign-up. 
Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 

for more information. 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
(Week of October 20 - October 24) 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Morning 

Intention:  Missa pro populo (Mass for the people) 
Reading:  Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 2  

Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8 
Monday 7:30 AM 

St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 
Intention:  Rudyard Diamond 
Reading:  Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; 

Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday 7:30 AM 

Intention:  Jeanette Mottola 
Reading:  Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-8a, 

8b-9, 10, 17; Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday 7:30 AM 
St. John Paul II, Pope 

Intention:  Alex & Jennie Palovitch 
Reading:  Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; 

Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday 7:30 AM 

St. John of Capistrano, Priest 
Intention:  Nancy & Joseph Yankoski 
Reading:  Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 

Lk 12:49-53 
Friday 7:30 AM 

St. Anthony Mary Claret, Priest 
Intention:  Alice Ripsom 
Reading:  Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 

94; Lk 12:54-59 

HEED THE CALL 
VOCATION OFFICE FOR 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 
Visit our website 

WWW.HeedTheCall.org 
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PERSISTENCE 
 Today’s readings are about persistence, passionate 
persistence. Exodus tells of a battle won despite weari-
ness because Moses, with help from Aaron and Hur, 
held his hands raised. Timothy asks that same persis-
tence of his community and us. Luke tells of a court 
case won by a widow, despite the dishonesty of the 
judge, because she will not leave him alone. The 
psalm reminds us that God is everywhere, guarding us 
from harm day and night, coming and going, now and 
forever. The readings are about persistence, the relent-
less, unwavering pursuit of what must not be lost. The 
readings are about God’s passionate persistence in 
pursuing us, seeking to win our hearts. 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Although the hours of daylight are rapidly dwin-
dling, many people would say that these October days 
bring the year’s most splendid weather. Americans are 
riders and joggers, not strollers, and so the pleasures 
of the season are often lost on us. This is not the case 
with many Jewish people, who observe an ancient rule 
in walking to synagogue on the Sabbath. On city 
streets and suburban sidewalks in many cities, we may 
notice around sunset the nicely dressed families walk-
ing and chatting on Friday afternoon. After a short 

prayer at dusk, the families stroll home again for a re-
laxing and festive meal. They return to synagogue in 
the morning, and then spend an afternoon in family 
leisure until three stars appear in the night sky and 
Sabbath ends. 
 Catholics, on the other hand, pile into the car and 
drive even a short distance to Mass; some even divide 
the family to participate at different hours. For Jews, 
the leisurely walk marks a dividing line between hec-
tic life commitments and a day of abundant joy and 
enrichment. Before we became an automobile culture, 
Catholics embraced a similar pace, and in most places 
walked to church. These lovely days of fall invite us to 
tap into an old and life-giving tradition. If you live 
within a mile of your church, walk next week. If you 
must drive, park at a good distance and walk the rest 
of the way. Talk 
about your life, greet 
strangers, notice the 
crunch of leaves un-
der your shoes. You 
may be surprised at 
how different Sunday 
Mass feels when it is 
framed by leisure! 



View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

3468
 A

d
v

e
rtise

 
B

u
sin

e
ss

O
n

lin
e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-9
9

4
-9

8
17

(302) 475-0466 (302) 764-8666

Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/3468

...or scan

ADVERTISE HERE
Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Michelle Stehman ~ 717-774-8833
mstehman@diocesan.com
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