August 1st, 2023

Dear OLV Parents,

Has God ever woken you up in the middle of the night?  Well, that happened to me, and I had been trying to fit in time to read a spiritual book someone had given me.  I had no excuses because I was WIDE awake.  The book is “holy moments” A handbook for the rest of your life.  What a book to read at 1:30 AM!  It spoke to what our mission is at OLV in our Religious Ed program. Helping you create these incredible human beings that go out in the world to change it, to be people of hope and not hopeless as we see in our society today. Matthew Kelly the author of this book says; “What’s the difference between when we are hopeful and hopeless? When we are hopeful, we believe the future can be better than the past and that there are things WE can DO to help bring about that better future.  HOPE EMPOWERS US!”

We are people of hope and we saw that most especially in this last year when we were slated to close as a parish!  At OLV we pass the torch to your children and we see your child as a whole being – both physical AND spiritual, nurturing the child’s Catholic faith by encouraging the child in:
· Listening to their hearts as well as their heads
· Encouraging wonder and curiosity
· Modeling empathy and generosity early as a building block for morality
· Communicating that they are created for a noble purpose
· Connecting their faith to nature and seeing God in all things
· Allowing the child to put themselves inside the stories of faith to experience what it means to them today
· Developing friendships and a faith community that follows them into adulthood
· Revealing God’s love in a healthy, positive expression
Your child has a purpose and God has a plan for their young lives. Our Saints give us a wonderful picture of how our lives should be.  They show us how to live through some tough circumstances and how to come out on the other end shining with our faith at the forefront.  The Saints were active in their Holy Moments, not passive.  We see so many around us in a passive mode when we should be in a active mode allowing the work of the Holy Spirit to guide in into Holy Moments. 
Our theme this year is: God’s Champions – Our Saints!
Classes begin Sunday, September 24th at 9:55 AM for our Pre-K through 5th grades (a change with our NEW Mass times) Malinda Bostick will be our speaker at our parent meeting on September 24th at 10:00 am, giving us ways we can share the Saints lives with our children to show them the power of how Holy Moments demonstrates that we are the opposite of helpless. 

We also hope you join us that morning to meet Father Jacques Kik, our new Pastor who will address all of you.   We invite all parents to attend and meet some new friends and catch up with some old ones.  We will begin with coffee, donuts, and bagels at 10:00 am in the Parish Life Center after you drop off your children to class.  Our 6-8th grade parents are also invited to attend this meeting on September 24th.  Religious Ed Class for our 6-8th grades begins on Sunday, October 1st at 9:55 AM.  

Spread the word!  We invite NEW families to join our program!  Please evangelize for us and invite friends and neighbors to join our parish and our Religious Ed program.  We also have accommodation for students who have missed their First Holy Communion or Confirmation.  We have programs that allow an 8th grader to work At Home towards Confirmation if they are involved in travel sports.  Please share the enclosed flyer about our program.  

Here are a few details for our upcoming school year:

· Registration begins online August 7th, 2023.  You can register in paper form (mail in or drop off to the upstairs office secure mailbox) or register online at www.ourladyofvictory.cc to pay via credit card.
· Register by September 6th to secure your child’s place in their classroom and for planning purposes.
· Classes begin for Pre-K through 5th grades on Sunday, September 24th at 9:55 am – 11:00 am
· Classes begin for 6-8th graders on Sunday, October 1st at 9:55 am – 11:00 am.  Leo Welsh, the National Anthem singer for the Columbus Blue Jackets will be the opening speaker for the 6-8th grades on October 1st.  All parents are welcome to stay and attend to hear him speak.  He and his family have been in our parish for several years and their children attend our religious ed program as well as Leo sings in our Church choir.  
· Sunday, September 24th, we invite ALL parents to attend the opening parent meeting in the Parish Life Center Hall at 10:00am for coffee, donuts, bagels and to hear our speaker and Father Jacques. Please plan to join us!
· Each week you will receive an email from me on Thursday or Friday mornings giving you information for This Week, Next Week, and Looking Ahead so you are informed what is going on each week.  Your child’s teacher may also communicate with you what specifically is going on in their classroom.  This is optional for our staff so not every teacher will be doing this.
· We offer At Home Study for those in travel sports or have a family situation that does not allow them to be here on Sunday mornings. See our Programs Description page on At Home Study located on our website with a full description and all the requirements that go along with choosing At Home Study. (NOTE: there are assessments required twice a year to account for their work) 
· If choosing At Home Study, you are required to pick their materials on Sunday, October 1st anytime from 10:15 am – 11:00 am in the lower level of the PLC.
· Hallow the prayer app has been purchased for you and your families! Please take advantage of this prayer app! More information to follow at the beginning of the school year.  
· NEW Mass times are Saturdays at 5:00 pm (Roman Rite), Sundays at 9:00 am (Roman Rite) and 11:30 am (Maronite Rite)

As always feel free to reach out to me with any questions you may have!
Respectfully, 



Mrs. Krista Joseph



Father Jacques Kik
