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The word unprecedented has lately become 
unpleasant to me. It now means to me: no 
going to see my family, no schools, no 
sports leagues (the high school is what 
matters to me), no time out with others. 
And worst of all, then, it means almost no 
one of the things that make up my priestly 
ministry - no people in church for Masses 
and other parish events. I am grateful to 
hear Confessions! I have missed you all 
dearly.  
 
Unprecedented nowadays means unfortu-
nately so much worse for so many: thou-
sands of lives lost in our world with many 
threatened by an invisible disease that can 
spread almost ahead of itself. Suffering 
inconveniences galore for the sake of our 
brothers and sisters who are in danger is a 
worthy cause and an act of true charity. The 
same charity we remember in these holiest 
of days, and now in this holiest season of 
all: the season of Easter. 
 
The timing of world events is not by acci-
dent: the Lord's Resurrection now shines in 
a brighter light, as we see the sun rise upon 
our own spiritual and social darkness. The 
true source of our hope comes to us this 
day, ready or not, with pomp and circum-
stance or in quiet. 
 
You may have received something that out-
lines how our current experience isn't too 
different from the Apostles' experience on 
Easter day, and perhaps for the next centu-
ries when the Christians were persecuted. I 
offer it for your meditation and inspiration. 
It really is spot on. 
 
The very first Easter (unknown author) 
I was thinking about how all of us were so sad 
that we will miss our first Easter at church 
when I read this from a friend this morning. 
God is good, all the time! 
 
The very first Easter was not in a crowded 
worship space with singing and praising. On 
the very first Easter the disciples were locked 
in their house. It was dangerous for them to 
come out. They were afraid. They wanted to 
believe the good news they heard from the 
women, that Jesus had risen. But it seemed 
too good to be true. They were living in a time 
of such despair and such fear. If they left their 
homes their lives and the lives of their loved 
ones might be at risk. Could a miracle really 
have happened? Could life really have won 
out over death? Could this time of terror and 

fear really be coming to an end? Alone in their 
homes they dared to believe that hope was 
possible, that the long night was over and 
morning had broken, that God’s love was the 
most powerful of all, even though it didn’t 
seem quite real yet. Eventually, they were able 
to leave their homes, when the fear and dan-
ger had subsided. They went around celebrat-
ing and spreading the good news that Jesus 
was risen and love was the most powerful 
force on the earth. 
 
This year, we might get to experience a taste 
of what that first Easter was like, still in our 
homes daring to believe that hope is on the 
horizon. Then, after a while, when it is safe for 
all people, when it is the most loving choice, 
we will come out, gathering together, singing 
and shouting the good news that God brings 
life even out of death, that love always has 
the final say! This year we might get the clos-
est taste we have had yet to what that first 
Easter was like. 
 
This text gives us a great frame of mind for 
Easter. Although it may hurt to have so 
much stripped away from our joyous cele-
bration of the coming of Christ, we remem-
ber that the first disciples had no such dec-
oration and fanfare to their Easter. They 
only had the horror of dashed hopes, of 
plans gone awry, and of rejection, public 
humiliation, and death. They weren't 
“feeling” joyful at all. It was in the midst of 
that sorrow that the light of Christ shone. 
We must also allow that light to shine into 
our homes. 
 
The hard storms of this past week only 
helped to intensify the beauty of the sun-
shine, the warmth that is steadily increas-
ing, and the life that is growing more and 
more are all we have now. Perhaps our win-
dows opening and letting in the spring life 
are the best images we have of the gift of 
our faith. It is the way we bring new life 
into our darkened and suffocating souls. 
 
Easter indeed comes, brothers and sisters, 
very differently than we expected it. And 
yet this allows us the opportunity to em-
brace it in a new and fuller way than ever 
before. Discover something new about East-
er this year. Take it to heart. Share it with 
others when the time is right. Bring His 
light into the world through your joyful 
witness.  
 
 

I finish with a short beautiful poem about 
Easter.  
 
Saint Thérèse, the little flower, pray for us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter - George Herbert 
 
Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise 
Without delays, 
Who takes thee by the hand, that thou like-
wise 
With him mayst rise: 
That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 
His life may make thee gold, and much 
more just. 
 
Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part 
With all thy art. 
The cross taught all wood to resound his 
name, 
Who bore the same. 
His stretched sinews taught all strings, 
what key 
Is best to celebrate this most high day. 
 
Consort both heart and lute, and twist a 
song 
Pleasant and long: 
Or since all music is but three parts vied 
And multiplied; 
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
And make up our defects with his sweet art. 
 
I got me flowers to straw thy way: 
I got me boughs off many a tree: 
But thou wast up by break of day, 
And brought’st thy sweets along with thee. 
 
The Sun arising in the East, 
Though he give light, and th’East perfume; 
If they should offer to contest 
With thy arising, they presume. 
 
Can there be any day but this, 
Though many suns to shine endeavour? 
We count three hundred, but we miss: 
There is but one, and that one ever. 

From Father Terry 
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Healing Prayer Corner: 
In today’s Easter Sunday Gospel, Mary of 
Magdala, then John and Peter, came to the tomb 
in which Jesus was buried and saw the stone 
removed and his body gone. Just as Jesus could 
not be contained in a tomb, neither can we be 
kept in our tombs – for example; sickness, fear, 
emptiness – if we keep our eyes on Jesus and 
follow him. Let us pray his seven “I am” 
statements, in faith, (adapted to the second 
person).

“You are the bread of life. Whoever comes to you 
will never go hungry, and whoever believes in you 
will never be thirsty” (John 6:35).

“You are the light of the world. Whoever follows 
you will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” (John 8:12).

“You are the gate: whoever enters through you will 
be saved…. You have come that I may have life, 
and have it to the full” (John 10:9,10).

“You are the good shepherd. You know your sheep 
and your sheep know you…and you lay down your 
life for the sheep” (John 10:14,15).

“You are the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in you will live, even though they die, and 
whoever lives by believing in you will never 
die” (John 11:25-26).

“You are the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through you” (John 
14:6).

“You are the vine; I am a branch. If I remain in you 
and you in me, I will bear much fruit...” (John 15:5).

Don’t just read them. Pray them.

Diocesan-wide Regina Coeli
At 9 am on Easter Sunday, church bells across the diocese will ring. At this 
time, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades askes the faithful of the diocese to join in 
the Regina Coeli ("Queen of Heaven") prayer of praise to Mary and petition 
to God. The words to the Regina Coeli are:

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia,
has risen as he said, alleluia.
Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia!
For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.

Let us pray:
O God, who through the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
did vouch safe to give joy to the world;
grant, we beseech you, that through his Mother, the Virgin Mary,
we may obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Mass Intentions 
Saturday, April 11– Holy Saturday

Easter Vigil Rev. William J. Neidhart

Sunday, April 12– Easter Sunday
The Parish Family of
St. Thérèse, Little 
Flower

Monday,  April 13
Albert Zent
Roberta Briedis

Tuesday, April 14
Maurice Scheessele

Wednesday, April 15
Tim Bergling
Intentions of Barack Obama

Thursday, April 16
No intention at this time

Friday, April 17
No intention at this time

Saturday, April 18
Dolores Peck
Kathy Buszkiewicz

Sunday, April 19– Divine Mercy Sunday
The Parish Family of
St. Thérèse, Little 
Flower

Please join us in also praying for all those 
affected by the Coronavirus in various ways.

Lord, hear our prayer!

Scripture Readings for the Week of 
April 12, 2020

Saturday Holy Saturday
Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or Gn 1:1, 26-31a; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 
35 or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22; Gn 22:1-18 or Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 
15-18; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Ex 14:15—15:1; Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; 
Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12,13; Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; 
Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 
Ps 43:3, 4 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19; 
Rom 6:3-11; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Mt 28:1-10

Sunday Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; 
Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 or Lk 24:13-35

Monday
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10,11; Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday
Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22; Jn 20:11-18

Wednesday
Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:13-35

Thursday
Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:35-48

Friday
Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a; Jn 21:1-14

Saturday
Act 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21; Mk 16:9-15

Sunday Second Sunday of Easter or Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31 
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Racial Division and the 
Eucharist

St. Augustine’s Catholic Church describes their 
founding on their website: In the 1920's seven 
Catholic African American families moved to 
South Bend from Mississippi. Father George 
O'Connor, CSC, heard about them and started 
to offer Sunday Mass, first in an out building at 
St. Joseph Parish and later in a building on the 
west side of South Bend. In 1928 this became 
St. Augustine’s Parish.

Years ago, while at St. Joseph parish, I 
gathered with parishioners from both parishes 
to talk about our shared history. Oral tradition 
known among the older members of St. 
Augustine told that African-American Catholics 
who arrived at St. Joe’s (before or after they 
worshiped in an “out building,”) were required 
to sit in the back of the church where they 
would receive the Eucharist last, after the 
white parishioners had received. This practice 
was very likely not unusual in Catholic 
parishes throughout the U.S.

As Catholics, we would wonder if our 
participation in communion actually makes us 
a new body, a body where discrimination has 
no place. Fr. Bryan Massingale writes in Racial 
Justice and the Catholic Church, “The worthy 
celebration of the Eucharist, the primordial 
sacrament of unity, cannot but challenge the 
existence of white privilege and form in 
believers a counter identity more amenable to 
attitudes of compassion and risky acts of racial 
solidarity.”

This is the relationship between racial division 
and the Eucharist – a counter identity formed 
in a people who then are able to live a radical 
social inclusion and communion as Christ’s 
body in the world. – Regina Wilson

Your thoughts? Share with us by 
email: sjinfo@littleflowerchurch.org.
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Thank you to our bulletin 
Sponsor of the Week

Kaniewski Funeral Homes 
(See their ad on the inside back cover)

Resources for Staying Connected and Informed
Bulletin: Visit https://discovermass.com/church/little-flower-south-bend-in/#bulletins to sign up to get the weekly bulletin sent directly to your 
inbox.

Facebook: Visit https://bit.ly/littleflowerfacebook or search for us @littleflowersouthbend.

Instagram: Visit https://www.instagram.com/stthereselittleflowersb/ or search for @stthereselittleflowersb.

Email: We hope to make use of email as a consistent form of communication, especially for those who may prefer it to social media, however, 
we need your help! If we do not have an email address for you on file please reach out to the Parish office by phone (574-272-7070) or email 
(bulletin@littleflowerchurch.org) so we can update your contact information. Also, if you would be so kind as to encourage your friends and 
family in the parish to do the same we would appreciate it!

Website: www.littleflowerchurch.org

Office: The office is currently closed to the public. You may call the office between 11am and 3pm to speak with a staff member.

Diocesan Updates: For the most current COVID-19 information and directives, visit www.diocesefwsb.org/covid-19

Join Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades starting on Friday, 
April 10 at 3 pm to pray the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy. Bishop encourages all faithful of our 

diocese to begin this prayer as a novena for an end 
to the coronavirus pandemic. To pray with Bishop, 
use his chaplet video (available on @diocesefwsb 

on Facebook and YouTube), at 3 p.m. each day 
beginning on Good Friday and concluding on 

Divine Mercy Sunday.

Diocesan-wide Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy

“Christ is risen!”

“Indeed He is risen!” 



Pastor ..............................Rev. Terrence M. Coonan, Jr., Pastor
217-8848 fatherterry@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager......................................Gail Waltman
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ..........................................Abby Kyle
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis.............................................. Alexis Duffy
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Music ................................................... Daniel Padilla
272-7070 daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator………………..Megan Gettinger
272-7070                          megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Coor. of Young Adult Evangelization .............Sebastian List
272-7070 sebastian@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant…………………………………...Jenny Peterson
272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance .........................Darlene Pruett and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Mass Times
Saturday Morning .................................................................................................................8:00 am
Saturday ........................................................................................................................Vigil 5:30 pm
Sunday ..............................................................................................9:00 am, 11:30 am, 8:00 pm
Monday—Friday ....................................................................................................................8:30 am
Monday & Wedneday………………………………………………………………………………7:00 pm

Reconciliation Times
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass 
Monday & Wednesday …………………………………………………………………...6:30 pm
Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am
Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays ..........................................................9:00-10:00 am
First Friday of Each Month .....................................................................................7:30-8:30 pm

Additional Sacraments
Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.
Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours
Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-5:00 pm

Little Flower Parish
Business Directory

It is through the commitment of these advertisers that this bulletin
is published COST FREE to our Parish.

Become a weekly business
presence within your 

parish community

Call Greg Pope
1-800-783-1623

SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
AND REMEMBRANCES

John A. Toth
Ed McNamara Family
Gregory Calhoun and Family
Clifford Perras
Andert Family
The Poor Souls in Purgatory
Peck and Lohmann Families
Hanson & Bauer Families

Raven and Strobel Families
Czerwinski & Martinec Families
George Grochowski & Family
Bensman & Harriman Families
The Golba Families
The Morell-Piza Family
The John Feck-Theis Family
John Jr. & Carolyn Tarwacki

Ouellette & Parent Families
Jim North & Family
Jane & Clem Tafelski
Barbara & Richard Tjarksen
Johanns & Good Family
The Callaghan Family

Statue of Saint Therese of Lisieux at Church of 
Our Lady Victorious, Prague. © Jorge Royan

Catholic Owned and Operated

3545 N Bendix Drive 574-277-4444
(near Meijer on Portage Road) www.kaniewskifh@aol.com

Serving all Faiths in the Michiana Area
Since 1919

574-282-1901 • ForeverLearningInstitute.org

Classes for Lifelong Learners

© 2020 Diocesan



1157

Cell: 574.532.1899
normamiller@cressyeverett.com
nmiller700@aol.com

Norma Miller
ParishionerRealtor for 26+ Years

332 N. Ironwood Dr • South Bend, IN 46615

574-289-1000

Corpus Christi
School

A school of quality
focused on the student

2817 Corpus Christi Dr.       574-272-9868

www.corpuschristisb.org

Providing:
 *Curriculum
 *Life Skills
 *Extracurricular
 *Catholic Identity

Tom L. Morton, O.D.
Kristina L. Offerle, O.D.

John J. Offerle, O.D., F.A.A.O.
Linnea M. Robbins-Winters, O.D.

Foundation Center
Douglas & Hwy. 23 • South Bend • 287-0890

2310 E. Jefferson Blvd. • South Bend, IN 46615
574-233-7169www.stasb.org

Catholic School
Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

Knights of Columbus

TONY'S
MOBIL SERVICE

24 Hour Towing
Your Total Service Station
Propane • Kerosene • Diesel

Use your
Exxon/Mobil
Scrip Here

52072 SR 933 • 273-0030
Tony Lacopo

Quality • Pride • Craftsmanship

karlweissab@yahoo.com

Gary Grochowski • President

arl
eisKWauto body shop, inc.

(574) 272-1100

52073 SR 933 North
South Bend, IN 46637

PARISHIONER

Plumbing - Heating - Air Conditioning
EDWARD J. WHITE, INC.

1011 S MICHIGAN ST.      2 8 9 - 6 3 5 1

Residential Repair Remodeling
IN LIC. # CP 81021273

www.McGannHay.com

232-1411

Sandy’s Floral Boutique
Sandy Huyvaert, Owner

Sun-Mon: Closed
Tues-Fri: 9am-5pm • Sat: 9am-Noon

105 Days Ave.    Buchanan
269.409.8358

System Engineering, Installation and Service
Our goal on every project, big or small, is to exceed your expectations. 

We believe in offering the best products on the market along with superior 
technical skills at a fair value to the owner.

WWW.COMMUNICATION-CO.COM 574-299-0020
NURSE CALL • FIRE ALARM • CCTV • SECURITY • SOUND SYSTEMS

Not good in conjunction with any other offer.
Dollar Menu or Specials not included.

Limit One Coupon per person, per visit.
Expires: 1/1/21

Buy One Large Sandwich 
at Reg. Price, +Tax

Get One FREE

5704 Grape Road, Mishawaka
1519 N. Ironwood, South Bend

JNKO

Locally Owned
Jay & Karen Okayama

Participating Locations: 211 Dixie Way N
Roseland

CERAMIC &
VINYL FLOORING

CARPET & HARDWOOD

Your Floor and
Wall Covering
Headquarters

Drs. Steve & Sheena Zent, Parishioners

820 E. Colfax Ave
zentfamilydentistry.com

234-4117

$5.00 OFF Lube Oil & Filter Change

Complete Auto Service Centers

18255 Vaness • 574-272-4884

	 With	This	Coupon	 www.zolmantire.com	 Expires	2-16-21

Andrews Family Dentistry

574-273-3900 • AndrewsDMD.com

Bruce L. Gordon
Broker • Owner

Hallmark Real Estate
574-876-3537

30 Years of Trusted, Knowledgeable Service to the South Bend Area
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