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You may have seen on our parish’s Facebook or Youtube  
pages the video from April 27th where I spoke about        
gardening - more specifically, my parents and siblings and 
their plans for the gardens they have been preparing for and 
are almost ready to move outside into the ground. Just today 
as I write this I realized the cover of the book I am reading 
has a cover that shows little seedlings just beginning to 
sprout out of the soil. What a perfect match as I wish to 
share from this book a simple truth for all of us, myself in-
cluded. 
 
That truth is this: God is always giving life. First of all, our 
existence at any moment is a constant decision by God - He 
is constantly loving us into existence, or we wouldn’t be here 
at any given moment. But more specifically to my point to-
day, there is never a time that God doesn’t want to plant 
seeds of life into our souls that grow and bear fruit. Every 
time is possible for it. Nothing can block it unless we let it. It 
may not happen in the way we expect or in the way that we 
want, but God can always use the circumstance of life to help 
us grow in holiness. The sun, the soil, and the rain are always 
available for us. 
 
This book is a reminder for me of how God does that, and 
what it looks like. In fact, I would recommend Peter Kreeft’s 
book Back to Virtue as a great starting point for this topic, 
since I have only just begun this book by Kevin Vostx The 
virtues are the good habits God wants to build up within us. 
They are the building blocks of holiness. There are “cardinal” 
virtues, also called “human” virtues: fortitude, justice, tem-
perance, prudence. There are theological virtues: faith, hope, 
charity (love). And there are intellectual virtues that also co-
incide with some of the gifts of the Spirit that are strength-
ened in us at Confirmation: understanding, science 
(knowledge), and wisdom. 
 
After describing the gifts of the Spirit, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church also outlines for us another way that we can 
see God at work in our souls, through the fruits of the Spirit. 
Like the virtues which need to be exercised in order to be 
seen and proven, so too the fruits are manifestations that we 
are letting the Spirit guide and work through us. 
 
Besides providing a deeper study on the virtues, and how 
they may be at work in your life, knowing well how God 
wishes to lead you is an important part of the journey. If you 
know this is the way you are supposed to go, then you have 
one (at least) less reason to go in a different direction. Per-
haps the beauty of the virtuous life will itself also excite and 
encourage you to cooperate with God’s grace more fully. 
 
Below in italics are a few paragraphs from the Catechism. I 
hope this shows how readable and helpful the Catechism can 

be. If you have never explored it before, I highly recommend 
picking up the Catechism and perhaps starting at the back, 
with Part Four: Christian Prayer. I think it is beautiful and 
helpful for anyone to grow in their prayer life and keep us 
excited on the “holy highway” of communion with God that 
leads to heaven (and in some ways, already is heaven itself!). 
 
You remain in my prayers daily. God bless you and yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GIFTS AND FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
1830 The moral life of Christians is sustained by the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. These are permanent dispositions which make man 
docile in following the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
 
1831 The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understand-
ing, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. 
They belong in their fullness to Christ, Son of David.109 They 
complete and perfect the virtues of those who receive them. 
They make the faithful docile in readily obeying divine         
inspirations. 
"Let your good spirit lead me on a level path.” (Psalm 143:10) 
"For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God . . . If 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ.” (Romans 8:14,17) 
 
1832 The fruits of the Spirit are perfections that the Holy Spirit 
forms in us as the first fruits of eternal glory. The tradition of the 
Church lists twelve of them: "charity, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, 
self-control, chastity."112 

From Father Terry 
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Healing Prayer Corner:  
Are We and the World Deaf? 

Today’s second reading from 1 Peter alludes to the prophecy from Isaiah 
53:4-5. “By his wounds we were healed.” 
 
Some folks believe that God is punishing us for our sins with the 
Coronavirus. But both Isaiah and Peter said we have been healed. And 
punishment would hardly be consistent with a God who came to us in Jesus 
who is also our Good Shepherd, who is merciful, who came to give us life 
to the full, who is forever forgiving, who is the resurrection and the life. 
 
A better explanation for the Coronavirus perhaps is said in the words of    
C. S. Lewis from his book, The Problem of Pain: “God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains: it is his 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 
 
Might it be that God is allowing the Coronavirus 
and trying to get the attention of us and the world? 
Is he not calling us and the whole world to 
repentance? To think beyond self-interest and seek 
the common good of humanity? And live our faith 
boldly? 

Whatsoever You Do: You Are 
a Blessing! 

In the Outreach Program, we deal with a variety 
of timelines. A few people call us every four 
months seeking assistance. (Four months is the 
minimum wait time.) A much larger group calls 
after many months, a year or two or three, or 
even longer. But a growing number have called 
who have never asked for assistance from us or 
anyone else. You hear the desperation in 
everyone’s voice. But the pain you hear in the 
voices of folks who have never sought 
assistance is distinctive and can be 
heartbreaking. The confusion, embarrassment, 
and shame is palpable. We provide them the 
assistance they need, but as best can be done 
with just phone contact we try to bring God’s 
love, peace, comfort, and healing to them. 
 
Thank you for your continued support through 
the green envelopes during these trying times. 
You are a blessing.  

Hosted by Theology of the Body Institute, the TOB Virtual Conference May 
8-10 will feature dozens of prominent speakers and artists who will share 
their "ache" and joy with you — showing how Theology of the Body 
applies to everyday life, how it will transform your prayer life, how it can 
bring healing of the deepest wounds in yourself and with others, and how 
it will bring your Catholic faith alive in new and brilliant ways.  
  
At noon EDT May 8, the free conference will open and attendees will have 
access to all of the presentations, which are pre-recorded so you can 
choose the order and pace. The free conference will close at midnight EDT 
May 10. Scroll down to see an opportunity for extended access to all of 
the presentations, as well special bonus content.  
 
Learn more and register here: https://www.tobvirtualconference.com/  

https://www.tobvirtualconference.com/
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Mass Intentions  
 
Sunday, May 3 
  The Parish Family of 
  St. Thérèse, Little  
  Flower 
 
Monday,  May 4 
  Eileen Harriman 
  Lee Callaghan 
 
Tuesday,  May 5 
      Pam Van Huffel 
 
Wednesday, May 6 
  Lois Leliaert 
  Intentions of Jill  
    Greenwood 
   
Thursday, May 7 
  Greg Calhoun 
 
Friday, May 8 
  Leonard E. and Rosemarie 
    Buszkiewicz 
 
Saturday, May 9 
  Kathy Buszkiewicz 
  
Sunday, May 10 
  The Parish Family of 
  St. Thérèse, Little  
  Flower 
  
 

Please join us in also praying for all those 
affected by the Coronavirus in various ways. 

Lord, hear our prayer! 

Scripture Readings for  
the Week of May 3, 2020 

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;  
 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10  
 
Monday Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; Ps 43:3-4; Jn 10:11-18 
 
Tuesday Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7;  
 Jn 10:22-30 
 
Wednesday Acts 12:24—13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8;  
 Jn 12:44-50 
 
Thursday Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27;  
 Jn 13:16-20 
 
Friday Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab;  
 Jn 14:1-6 
 
Saturday Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;  
 Jn 14:7-14 
 
Sunday Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 1 Pt 2:4-9;  
 Jn 14:1-12 



Page 5 May 3rd, 2020 † 4th Sunday of Easter 

A Litany of Blessing in Time of Grief 
Before we breathed our first, O God, 
you etched our names upon your hands, 
like stretchmarks on our mothers’ skin. 
And those same hands that bear our lives 
will carry us home as we breathe our last. 
 
So even in our grief, O God, 
let every breath we carry within 
announce your goodness with praise unending. 
For you have made us to be your own, 
a people of your Spirit with blessing on our lips. 
 
Therefore: 
Sun and moon: Bless the Lord! 
Stars of the sky: Bless the Lord! 
Depths of ocean: Bless the Lord! 
Birds of air: Bless the Lord! 
Let all creation: Bless the Lord! 
 
Blessed be God for doctors and nurses: Blessed by God forever! 
For scientists and researchers: Blessed by God forever! 
For pharmacists and technicians: Blessed by God forever! 
For social workers and caregivers: Blessed by God forever! 
For all who endeavor to keep us safe: Blessed by God forever! 
 
Blessed be God for grocery clerks and janitors: Blessed by God forever! 
For restaurant chefs and fast-food workers: Blessed by God forever! 
For farmers and delivery drivers: Blessed by God forever! 
For field laborers and postal carriers: Blessed by God forever! 
For all who feed and care for us: Blessed by God forever! 
 
Blessed be God for pastoral staffs: Blessed by God forever! 
For clergy and religious who pray for us daily: Blessed by God forever! 
For catechists teaching in creative new ways: Blessed by God forever! 
For liturgical ministers tackling technology: Blessed by God forever! 
For all who serve the domestic church: Blessed by God forever! 
 
Blessed be God for teachers and parents: Blessed by God forever! 
For those who sing and those who dance: Blessed by God forever! 
For musicians, artists, composers, and poets: Blessed by God forever! 
For comedians, actors, and story-tellers: Blessed by God forever! 
For all who inspire and sustain our hearts: Blessed by God forever! 
 
And blessed be God for the human spirit: Blessed by God forever! 
That strives to live in more gentle ways: Blessed by God forever! 
That connects with others while staying apart: Blessed by God forever! 
That weeps and laughs and sits in silence: Blessed by God forever! 
For the human family in deeper communion: Blessed by God forever! 
 
In faith and love, we ask you, God, let not this virus consume our world. But 
breathe your Spirit in us again that we may praise you unceasingly with 
Christ our Lord, from whom all good things come. 
 
“A Litany of Blessing in time of Grief.” Copyright @ Diana Macalintal, 2020. Used with 
permission. 

FOLLOW @littleflowerreligiouseducation 
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Thank you to our bulletin  
Sponsor of the Week 

McGann Hay Funeral Homes, Inc  
(See their ad on the back cover) 

Mother’s Day Dinner: Opportunity to Support St. Hedwig’s Parish  
 
Sunday, May 10th, 11 am-2 pm 
St. Hedwig’s Polish Dinner 
(4 pieces of chicken, sausage,  
cabbage, noodles, mashed potatoes, roll with butter) 
 
CARRY OUT ONLY 
(Delivery to Homebound Only if needed) 
 
$12 per dinner, Cash or Check Only 
Tickets must be in advance 
 
For more information call: 
Bob Ullery 
(574) 298-8122 or (574) 288-8011 

Website: www.littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Bulletin: Visit https://discovermass.com/church/little-flower-south-bend-in/#bulletins to sign up to get the weekly bulletin sent 
directly to your inbox. 
 
Facebook: Visit https://bit.ly/littleflowerfacebook or search for us @littleflowersouthbend. 
 
Instagram: Visit https://www.instagram.com/stthereselittleflowersb/ or search for @stthereselittleflowersb. 
 
YouTube: Click the link to view our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLUnz-iyXphpP5nNi5DdlCA?
fbclid=IwAR0waJroygbg77mdAwLPD-S6Chazh4kHnrfcPRuotVmPLrRmWfBCouzrlfc&app=desktop, then click the "Subscribe" 
button so you never miss new videos from the Parish.   
 
Email: We hope to make use of email as a consistent form of communication, especially for those who may prefer it to social 
media, however, we need your help! If we do not have an email address for you on file please reach out to the Parish office by 
phone (574-272-7070) or email (bulletin@littleflowerchurch.org) so we can update your contact information. Also, if you would 
be so kind as to encourage your friends and family in the parish to do the same we would appreciate it!   
 
Office: The office is currently closed to the public.  You may call the office between 11am and 3pm to speak with a 
staff member. 
 
Diocesan Updates: For the most current COVID-19 information and directives, visit www.diocesefwsb.org/covid-19   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLUnz-iyXphpP5nNi5DdlCA?fbclid=IwAR0waJroygbg77mdAwLPD-S6Chazh4kHnrfcPRuotVmPLrRmWfBCouzrlfc&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLUnz-iyXphpP5nNi5DdlCA?fbclid=IwAR0waJroygbg77mdAwLPD-S6Chazh4kHnrfcPRuotVmPLrRmWfBCouzrlfc&app=desktop


Pastor .............................. Rev. Terrence M. Coonan, Jr., Pastor 
217-8848 fatherterry@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Parish Business Manager ......................................Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Director of Evangelization ..........................................Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Director of Music ................................................... Daniel Padilla 
272-7070 daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Communications Coordinator………………..Megan Gettinger 
272-7070                          megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Coor. of Young Adult Evangelization .............Sebastian List 
272-7070 sebastian@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Office Assistant…………………………………...Jenny Peterson 
272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Maintenance ......................... Darlene Pruett and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Mass Times 
Saturday Morning .................................................................................................................8:00 am 
Saturday ........................................................................................................................ Vigil 5:30 pm 
Sunday .............................................................................................. 9:00 am, 11:30 am, 8:00 pm 
Monday—Friday ....................................................................................................................8:30 am 
Monday & Wedneday………………………………………………………………………………7:00 pm 

Reconciliation Times 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  
Monday & Wednesday …………………………………………………………………...6:30 pm 
Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 
Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 
First Friday of Each Month ..................................................................................... 7:30-8:30 pm 
 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 
Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-5:00 pm 

 


