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I subscribe to Gilbert, the magazine 
of the American Chesterton Society, 
which is now in fact an official 
church association of the faithful 
known as “The Apostolate of Com-
mon Sense.” I love the insightful, 
fun-loving and timely collection of 
writings found therein, whether 
from GKC's (Gilbert Keith Chester-
ton) treasure house or from his con-
temporary fans. They always seem 
to find more than enough to give a 
useful look at today’s world.  
 
I read for the first time in the latest 
edition a very short story, almost a 
parable, by G.K. Chesterton, titled 
“The Dragon at Hide-and-Seek.” If it 
were available online, I would rec-
ommend it to you, but I cannot find 
it. However, you may get the point 
with the following quote. Com-
menting on the short story that I 
cannot share in full, Kevin O’Brien 
launches his thoughts beginning 
with words from Chesterton: 
 
In his Preface to Nicholas Nickle-
by, Chesterton writes, “In every 
romance there must be the twin 
elements of loving and fighting. In 
every romance there must be the 
three characters: there must be the 
Princess, who is a thing to be loved; 
there must be the Dragon, who 
is a thing to be fought; and there 
must be St. George, who is a thing 
that both loves and fights.” 
As Catholics then, it seems we all 
must be romantics, at least in the 
sense GKC describes. We are called 
to be like St. George - heroes of 
holiness who do not run from the 
dragons we must face, but rather 
dive into the reality with full force 
aware that we do not rely on our 
own strength. “When I am weak, 
then I am strong.” (2 Cor. 12:10) 
 
From an essay of GKC’s, “The Red 
Angel” (found in Tremendous Tri-
fles): Fairy tales, then, are not re-
sponsible for producing in children 
fear, or any of the shapes of fear; 
fairy tales do not give the child the 
idea of the evil or the ugly; that is in 

the child already, because it is in the 
world already. Fairy tales do not 
give the child his first idea of bogey. 
What fairy tales give the child is his 
first clear idea of the possible de-
feat of bogey. The baby has known 
the dragon intimately ever since he 
had an imagination. What the fairy 
tale provides for him is a St. George 
to kill the dragon. 
 
This is not shared in reference to 
our global battle with the corona-
virus, but is in fact much deeper and 
more important that even that very 
serious issue. The spiritual battle of 
our world, the work of establishing 
God’s kingdom in our world in a 
culture that often considers religion 
outdated, this is much more im-
portant, and has eternal conse-
quences for souls. 
 
Our Lady is an important part of this 
journey into the world. She knew 
her littleness, just as our patroness 
Thérèse did. Mary’s Magnificat 
(Luke 1:46-55) shows this beautiful-
ly: “He has looked upon the humble 
estate of His servant.” But if we say 
“yes” deeply with our lives, God will 
do amazing things through us. 
St. Thérèse, the little flower in the 
garden of the world, pray for us to 
do our part in the story of God’s 
victory! 
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Saturday, August 22 

 8:00 am Jeffrey Njus 

 5:30 pm  Mary Springer 
 

Sunday, August 23 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Phom 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of 

  St. Thérèse, Little  

  Flower 

 8:00 pm Catherine Griffin 
 

Monday,  August 24 

 8:30 am Deceased & Living Members 

  of the Christ Child Society 
 

Tuesday,  August 25 

     8:30 am Theresa Tamandl  

  (Special Intention) 
 

Wednesday, August 26 

 8:30 am Janet Kenney 

  

Thursday, August 27 

 8:30 am Lil and Paul Jaroh 
 

Friday, August 28 

 8:30 am Anna Zent 
 

Saturday, August 29 

 8:00 am Richard & Angela Bezrutch 

 5:30 pm  Ely & Auic Bayot 
 

Sunday, August 30 

 9:00 am Bea Ruggieri 

 11:30 am For the 45th Wedding  

  Anniversary of   

  John & Tammy Schwab 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of 

  St. Thérèse, Little  

  Flower 

 

 
“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways!” Those words 
of Paul begin today’s Second Reading. When praying for healing or for any 
favor, those words are both comforting and humbling. 
 
The most powerful prayer are the words of the Holy Spirit. We need to pray 
to the Holy Spirit for guidance and especially to hear his voice. We are 
reminded in Isaiah 55:12 that his voice never fails us: “…so is my word that 
goes out from my mouth: it will not return to me empty, but will accomplish 
what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” What if we don’t 
hear his voice? (Or don’t know that it is his voice; it may come as a hunch or 
an intuition.) Should we still pray for healing? Yes! We 
should pray for healing out of love and compassion. And 
with persistence and expectation, like the Canaanite 
woman in last Sunday’s Gospel. Always in faith and with 
trust in God. 

Sunday Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8;  
 Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20 
 
Monday Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 
 Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18;  
 Jn 1:45-51 
 
Tuesday Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13;  
 Mt 23:23-26 
 
Wednesday 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5;  
 Mt 23:27-32 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Monica 
 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 24:42-51 
 
Friday Memorial of St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
 1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;  
 Mt 25:1-13 
 
Saturday Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the  
 Baptist 
 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21; Mk 6:17-29 
 
Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2;  
 Mt 16:21-27 



St. Thérèse, Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 4 

Registration is now open for Alpha Online FWSB, 
a ten-week small group discussion series 
featuring the highly- acclaimed Alpha film series 
which explores the Christian faith in an engaging, 
contemporary style with inspiring stories and 
interviews from around the world. It will take 
place over Zoom on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 
to 9:00 PM from September 22 through 
November 24. Whether you want to deepen your 
own relationship with Jesus or introduce 
someone else to what life in Christ looks like, 
register for this free series, sponsored by the 
Secretariat for Evangelization, and invite a 
friend: alphafwsb.wixsite.com/alphafwsb 

Take a deep breath and pause. Ask Him to remove any obstacles to seeing Him 
for who He truly is. Then, I invite you to do something that’s really hard for us 
to do: look into His eyes. See Him gazing upon you with love. Behold a love 
different and more powerful than any other love the world, or even our most 
beloved family and friends, can give. Behold a love that says, “I love you. I do 
not reject you.” He continues, “but I am calling you higher and deeper. Will 
you say yes? I desperately want you to follow me.” 
 
Was this exercise difficult? Were you able to see Jesus gazing on you with 
love? Did you have a hard time staying focused? Maybe you struggle to see 
Jesus looking at you with love. Maybe you used to be able to see Him so 
clearly, but He’s foggy now. Maybe you cannot believe that God could love you 
better than your family or a close friend. Maybe you saw the love in His eyes, 
and you believe He is calling you to something deeper, but you don’t know 
what. Maybe you dismissed the whole exercise, thinking it’s silly or pointless 
to try to communicate with God. 
 
If any of these speak to you, I invite you to set aside just one hour on Tuesday 
nights for our new Metanoia Series. This series has one goal: for you to see 
Jesus gazing on you with love and to give you to courage to say “yes” to the 
one who loves you more than you could possibly imagine. 
 

 
God is never outdone is generosity. If you give Him one hour in faith, He will 
give you so much more. 
 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Abby  

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend invites you 
to participate in a five-week workshop to help you 
discover your spiritual charisms. Weekly Zoom 
meetings include videos, small group discussion, 
and discernment of your spiritual gifts. Thursdays, 
September 3rd– October 1st, 7:30- 9 pm. 
Registration is required and space is limited. 
Learn more and register at https://
fwsbhealth.weebly.com/virtual.html  

https://fwsbhealth.weebly.com/virtual.html
https://fwsbhealth.weebly.com/virtual.html
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A lot of people are calling now who sound beyond 
desperate. They fear that they’re going to be evicted, 
even more they feel their utilities are going to be 
disconnected. Fortunately, concerning rent, there are two new sources in 
which the State is providing rental assistance, so we’re directing those folks 
to them first. We can’t provide assistance first, or they will be ruled ineligible. 
  
The unemployment picture is bleak for most of these folks. One woman 
couldn’t return to her job that she lost because of the pandemic. She finally 
found a part-time job, but it was brief. All she is able to find is work with a 
small stipend or volunteer work. Another woman has a serious bone disease 
and can’t work at all. Her older son is disabled and lives with her. The 
benefits she receives don’t come close to her expenses. That story is all too 
common. 
  
We make it clear that we’re able to help as we do because of the generosity 
of Little Flower parishioners. A number of the folks ask us to send their 
heartfelt thanks to you. So, from them and from us, thank you for your 
continued generosity. 

You may still join the workshop, “Being White and 
Racism at Little Flower.” Parishioner Gail 
Bederman will guide the group's exploration of 
these issues via video conferencing. We'll watch 
short videos to inspire learning and conversation, 
and we'll have the opportunity to read short 
articles to help us grow in our understanding of 
race and whiteness. Consider joining these 
interesting discussions with fellow parishioners as 
we grow as people who can respond to our 
hurting world! 

  
Remaining sessions: Wednesdays, 
August 26, September 2, and 9. 
7:00-8:30 pm 

 
 Visit our website to register.  

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision 
for society. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching. In our society, human life is under direct attack 
from abortion and euthanasia. The value of human life is being threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell research, and the use of 
the death penalty. The intentional targeting of civilians in war or terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic teaching also calls on us to 
work to avoid war. Nations must protect the right to life by finding increasingly effective ways to prevent conflicts and  resolve them 
by peaceful means. We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that the measure of 
every institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person. 
 
Source: The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching?preview  

Join Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades for a Prayer Service 
for Racial Justice on Wednesday, September 9 at 
8:30 a.m., on the feast of St. Peter Claver. This 
event will be hosted by Bishop Luers High School 
and will be available on the diocesan Facebook and 
YouTube pages @diocesefwsb. 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching?preview


St. Thérèse, Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 6 

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week 

(See their ad on the back cover) 

 

As Parents and Guardians, Directors of Religious 
Education and Catechists, Deans, Superintendents, 

School Boards, Principals, Teachers, School Staff 
Members, and all those involved in the important work 

of education, discern the best courses of action for 
each of the students under their care, we are covering 

them with our prayers and sacrifices for patience, 
perseverance, creativity,  

wisdom and grace.  

Just Desserts date nights are going virtual! Join us 
on Saturday, Sept. 12 from 8-9:30 p.m. for a “date 
night” for couples in their 20s and 30s! Valerie 
Galbraith, LMHC, will present on attachment 
theory and how fostering healthy attachment can 
help you deepen your marriage. This will be 
followed by some time to participate in small 
group discussion with other participants. While 
unfortunately we can’t provide desserts for an 
online event, we’ve compiled some recipes you 
and your beloved can make at home before the 
date night for an extra something sweet. For more 
information and to register, 
visit: diocesefwsb.org/justdesserts  



Pastor .......................... Rev. Terrence M. Coonan, Jr., Pastor 
217-8848 fatherterry@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Deacon ................................................. Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Parish Business Manager ................................ Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Director of Evangelization ..................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Director of Catechesis ........................................ Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Communications Coordinator………………..Megan Gettinger 
272-7070                          megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Food Pantry Director ........................................... Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Office Assistants………Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 
272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 
 
Maintenance ....................... Darlene Pruett and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

 

 
Reconciliation Times 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday .......................................... After 8:30 am Mass  
Saturday ................................................................ 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
Saturday ...................................................................................................... 8:30-9:30 am 
Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays ................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 
First Friday of Each Month .......................................................................... 7:30-8:30 pm 
 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 
Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday ...................................................................................... 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

 


