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Pastor .............................. Rev. Terrence M. Coonan, Jr., Pastor 
217-8848 fatherterry@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                              daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator………………..Megan Gettinger 
272-7070                             megan@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants………Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, December 12 

 5:30 pm  Veronica Marie Espiritu 

 

Sunday, December 13 

 9:00 am Jasmine Abass for healing 

 11:30 am Dale Kroll 

 8:00 pm  The Parish Family of 

  St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  December 14 

 8:30 am Lisa Montgomery 

 

Tuesday,  December 15 

     8:30 am Michael Perkins 

 

Wednesday, December 16 

 8:30 am  Catherine Griffin 

 

Thursday, December 17 

 8:30 am Carol Trzybinski 

 

Friday, December 18 

 8:30 am Patrick Malone 

 

Saturday, December 19 

 8:00 am Elizabeth (Betty) Terry 

 5:30 pm  Shannon Kennedy 

 

Sunday, December 20 

 9:00 am MaryJo Bauters 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of 

  St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm  Chet Kil 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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Happy Gaudete Sunday! The Latin word for "rejoice!" is the 

first word of the entrance antiphon for Sunday's Mass. With 

this Christmas soon upon us, we will all rejoice at the near 

end of 2020, the year of the worst pandemic in living 

memory. As the vast ramifications of this disease ripple 

through almost every aspect of daily living, we all are beg-

ging Our Lord for abundant success in the vaccines that are 

being rolled out as of now. It has been a series of good for-

tune that has allowed them to be available so quickly and 

yet remain both safe and highly successful. Please pray for 

our medical personnel who will be receiving the first availa-

ble doses. 

However, today is a reminder that it is the joy of the Lord 

that is our strength. Our peace and our happiness have no 

other firm foundation. We must place our hope in Him alone. 

As, please God, the vaccine helps to protect the most vulner-

able and ultimately, please God once again, begins the

steady decline of this virus throughout most of 2021, we 

know that all the fallout from this nuclear disaster will re-

quire some serious care. The world needs Christ's light more 

than ever to shine in the darkness of our hearts and of our 

shattered hopes and dreams that weren't centered on Him. 

People are sick, hungry, lonely, confused, isolated, over-

whelmed, and anxious. They need Christ. They are Christ. 

How can we bring Jesus to them? How can we see Jesus in 

them? 

Intercessory prayer is an important work. Pray for them. But 

moreover, try to find someone in your own circle - family, 

friends, neighbors - who really needs something, and do 

what you can to provide it. By sharing in God's generous 

love, forgetting oneself and raising up another, we will find 

the Lord's joy. We rejoice in hope! 

The work for the parish renovations will begin after Christ-

mas. You should be able to see some of the design drawings 

and 3-dimensional renderings in the back of church, as well 

as tile and carpet samples, marble sample, and a prototype 

of the new altar steps. I hope this is helpful for your envi-

sioning what our church interior will look like after Easter 

2020. Unfortunately, due to COVID delays, it won't be com-

pletely finished before that important feast, but it will be 

close. If you haven't seen or learned about our parish's three-

year plan, please visit the parish website 

at: littleflowerchuch.org/parish-pastoral-plan. This plan is a 

guide for how we wish to expand the beautiful work of our 

parish and live out our mission ever more fully. The Lord 

desires us to be a light for our broken world, individually and 

as a parish community. May the Lord help us in our mission 

of bringing to the poor and broken the Good News of Jesus 

Christ!

Saint Thérèse, patroness of the missions, pray for us!

From Father Terry

God loves change. God loves to move in new and unexpected ways. Our 

"Ever Ancient, Ever New" God loves to shake things up. And He, our 

affectionate, present Abba (Hebrew for 'Father') is joyfully calling us to 

run with Him, to change direction with Him, to follow wherever He 

moves! He doesn't want us to just drop the ball and walk off the court 

when He pivots. He wants us to keep up with Him! I like to call these 

"Holy Spirit Pivots". 

We had a "Holy Spirit Pivot" at our parish recently when our “School of 

Identity" was postponed. God pivoted, and He wants us to keep our eye 

on Him and see where He goes next. As we kept our eyes on what He 

was doing, we saw something new! A virtual retreat called Advent 

Revival - led by Dr. Mary Healy and Fr. Agostino Torres, CFR: two 

amazing Catholics who are leading the charge of revival in our Church. 

They've extended a personal invitation for our parish to partner with 

them for this event. So we're not walking off the court. We're going to 

pivot with the Holy Spirit!

Will you pivot with us? Register for the virtual Advent Revival, details on 

our website!

-Abby, Director of Evangelization
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Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;

1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest 

and Doctor of the Church

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 

8-9; Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and

23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 

11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17

Friday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25

Saturday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27,

29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Sunday Propers // Scripture for the Week // Advent Events

Introit: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 

rejoice. Let your forbearance be known to all 

men. The Lord is at hand. Do not be anxious 

over anything; but in all manner of prayer, let 

your requests be made known unto 

God.” (Philippians 4:4-5)

Offertory: “O Lord, you have blessed your land, 

you have put an end to Jacob’s captivity; you 

have forgiven the guilt of your people.” (Psalm 

85:2-3a)

Communion: “Say: Take courage, you who are 

fainthearted, and do not fear; behold, our God 

will come and he will save us.” (Isaiah 35:4)

This Tuesday is the final week 

of the Advent Scriptures Zoom 

program. The previous three 

weeks have dealt with the book 

of Isaiah; this final one is from 

Second Samuel. Even if you 

have the previous sessions, 

don’t hesitate to join us. Each 

week is unique and stands on 

its own.

Remaining date: Tuesday, December 15

Time: 7:00-8:15 p.m.

Where: In the comfort of your home

You can find the Zoom link on our website: www.littleflowerchurch.org/

events
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Healing Prayer // Discipleship // Sacred Music & Liturgy

In today’s first reading, the prophet Isaiah says he was sent “to 

heal the brokenhearted.” Healing the brokenhearted is as big, 

if not as dramatic, as laying hands on someone with a broken body or a 

serious disease and seeing them be healed. For a broken heart is a broken 

person. Only love, compassion, kindness, gentleness, all magnified by 

empathy, can heal a broken person.

In the second reading, Paul says, “Pray without ceasing.” That’s more than 

just saying prayers. St. Francis de Sales said, “He prays well who is so 

absorbed with God that he does not know he is praying.” Let all our actions 

as well as our words be a prayer. “In all circumstances give thanks.” Before 

feeding the 5,000 (John 6:11) and before raising Lazarus from the dead 

(John 11:41), Jesus gave thanks to the Father. Blessed Solanus Casey told 

us to “thank God ahead of time.”

Most importantly, “do not quench the Spirit.” It is not us in the natural that 

heals, but the Spirit in us. He is the source of all healing power.

Nos unimos este Adviento para orar y alabar al 

Señor. Acompaña a la Diócesis de Fort Wayne-

South Bend Ministerio Hispano y Santiago 

Fernández el martes, 15 de diciembre de 7:30-

8:30 pm para una Noche de Alabanza en 

español. El evento es completamente gratis y se 

llevará a cabo por Facebook Live en 

@ministeriohispanofwsb con alabanzas y 

meditaciones inspiradoras. Para más 

información visita: diocesefwsb.org/hispanic-

minitry y sigue nuestra página de Facebook.

We come together this Advent to pray and 

praise God. Join the Diocese of Fort Wayne-

South Bend’s Hispanic Ministry and Santiago 

Fernandez on Tuesday, December 15 from 7:30-

8:30 pm for a Night of Praise in Spanish. The 

event is free and will be streaming live through 

Facebook @ministeriohispanofwsb with songs 

of worship and inspirational meditations. For 

more information, visit diocesefwsb.org/

hispanic-ministry and visit our Facebook page.

All parishioners are invited to join us for a Zoom presentation by Daniel, 

our Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy on Wednesday, December 16th at 

7:00 pm. See the website for the link to join.
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 In November, the Outreach Program provided $7,226.06 

in assistance to 36 families or individuals for 38 accounts. 

That’s a significant decrease from the October output, in 

part because the number of calls lessened, and that 

perhaps because people were holding out hope that some kind of 

assistance might be coming from government and that utility and rental 

companies would be patient. It looks only to have been a lull before 

another storm.  

  

One woman called with a particularly gut-wrenching story. She had four 

children in her home plus a four-month-old child of her oldest daughter. 

The daughter was employed, but her infant child had a serious heart 

condition and had already had two surgeries. The child will be in a 

hospital until Spring, awaiting more surgery, and the young mother needs 

to be with the child all the time. She couldn’t get a leave of absence from 

her employer, so she lost her job. That’s the bare facts; hearing it all took 

the breath away. Covering her utility bill seemed like a small thing, but 

the woman was full of gratitude. 

  

Thank you for your generosity that makes such assistance possible. 

Food Pantry // Outreach Update // Diocesan Announcements 

The Little Flower Food Pantry will be open 

on Tuesdays, December 15th from 1:30 pm to 

3:15 pm.   

Details -  

• 1 household per car 

• Please bring photo ID & current piece of 

mail 

• One visit per household per month 

St. Joseph Parish -South Bend is seeking a full 

time Facilities Manager. This person would be 

responsible for maintenance, management, and 

improvement of parish buildings and grounds, as 

well as the supervision of maintenance and 

custodial personnel and contracted services. 

Other duties include providing vision and 

establishing policy related to building and 

grounds maintenance, development, and 

improvement; supervision and ongoing 

evaluation of capital projects; budgetary 

oversight of areas pertaining to building and 

grounds; and the monitoring of inventory and 

maintaining documentation pertaining to 

facilities specifications, upkeep and condition. 

availability outside of normal business hours to 

respond to issues or emergencies; and a 

collaborative spirit and proactive desire to 

contribute to the mission of the parish. 

Interested candidates should sent a cover letter 

and resume to Father Kevin Russeau via email 

krusseau@stjoeparish.com.  

 

St John the Baptist Fort Wayne is looking for 

part time custodial help in the school. Hours 

needed are Mon – Friday after school for 3-4 

hours. We can be flexible on shift start time. The 

perfect candidate for this job is dependable, can 

clean, keep things organized, and pays attention 

to detail. If you are interested, or need more 

information, please contact Rhonda Noll, 

Business Manager, in the parish office at 744-

4393.  

Each year during Advent, we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of 

Christ our Savior at Christmas. As we anticipate this joyful celebration, we 

recall the journey of the Holy Family from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 

 

Far from home, poor, and in great need, Mary and Joseph find refuge in a 

simple stable. But this humble setting among the livestock soon welcomes 

the heavenly host of angels and the infant Jesus himself. 

Today, women in our own communities are pregnant, poor, perhaps without a 

home, and in great need. They may feel alone, scared, and overwhelmed, not 

knowing where to turn. 

 

In challenging circumstances, expectant mothers need a refuge of their own. 

Like the Holy Family, they may be reliant on the kindness of others. 

This year, may the story of the first Christmas inspire us to reach out to 

mothers in need. May we proactively seek to offer loving care and 

encouragement as they prepare to welcome their children. 

 

By answering this call, may we help mothers experience the joy, hope, and 

peace brought by the infant Jesus. And may we, too, share in and bear witness 

to the miracle of new life. 

 

Would you know where to refer a pregnant or parenting mom in need in 

your community?  We have a new diocesan website which is designed to 

help you do just that: www.walkingwithmomsfwsb.com. This website is 

part of our Walking with Moms in Need campaign, which is an initiative of 

the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops to equip parishes to 

better support and accompany moms who may be struggling in our 

communities.  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.walkingwithmomsfwsb.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMGettinger%40diocesefwsb.org%7C60a1c9f60a804429dbb408d88b86f269%7Ccbba38fcc33240b68151424de47e5942%7C1%7C0%7C637412759006853079%7CUnknown%7


Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week

(See their ad on the back cover)

Little Flower Parish
Business Directory

It is through the commitment of these advertisers that this bulletin
is published COST FREE to our Parish.

SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
AND REMEMBRANCES

John A. Toth
Ed McNamara Family
Gregory Calhoun & Family
Clifford Perras
Andert Family
The Poor Souls in Purgatory
Peck and Lohmann Families
Hanson & Bauer Families

Raven and Strobel Families
Czerwinski & Martinec Families
George Grochowski & Family
Bensman & Harriman Families
The Golba Families
Morell-Piza Family
John Feck-Theis Family
John Jr. & Carolyn Tarwacki

Ouellette & Parent Families
Jim North & Family
Jane & Clem Tafelski
Barbara & Richard Tjarksen
Johanns & Good Family
Callaghan Family

Catholic Owned and Operated

3545 N Bendix Drive 574-277-4444
(near Meijer on Portage Road) www.kaniewskifh@aol.com

Serving all Faiths in the Michiana Area
Since 1919

574-282-1901 • ForeverLearningInstitute.org

Classes for Lifelong Learners

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2020 DIOCESAN
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Cell: 574.532.1899
normamiller@cressyeverett.com
nmiller700@aol.com

Norma Miller
ParishionerRealtor for 26+ Years

332 N. Ironwood Dr • South Bend, IN 46615

574-289-1000

Corpus Christi
School

A school of quality
focused on the student

2817 Corpus Christi Dr.       574-272-9868

www.corpuschristisb.org

Providing:
 *Curriculum
 *Life Skills
 *Extracurricular
 *Catholic Identity

Tom L. Morton, O.D.
Kristina L. Offerle, O.D.

John J. Offerle, O.D., F.A.A.O.
Linnea M. Robbins-Winters, O.D.

Foundation Center
Douglas & Hwy. 23 • South Bend • 287-0890

2310 E. Jefferson Blvd. • South Bend, IN 46615
574-233-7169www.stasb.org

Catholic School
Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

Knights of Columbus

TONY'S
MOBIL SERVICE

24 Hour Towing
Your Total Service Station
Propane • Kerosene • Diesel

Use your
Exxon/Mobil
Scrip Here

52072 SR 933 • 273-0030
Tony Lacopo

Quality • Pride • Craftsmanship

karlweissab@yahoo.com

Gary Grochowski • President

arl
eisKWauto body shop, inc.

(574) 272-1100

52073 SR 933 North
South Bend, IN 46637

PARISHIONER

Plumbing - Heating - Air Conditioning
EDWARD J. WHITE, INC.

1011 S MICHIGAN ST.      2 8 9 - 6 3 5 1

Residential Repair Remodeling
IN LIC. # CP 81021273

www.McGannHay.com

232-1411

System Engineering, Installation and Service
Our goal on every project, big or small, is to exceed your expectations. 

We believe in offering the best products on the market along with superior 
technical skills at a fair value to the owner.

WWW.COMMUNICATION-CO.COM 574-299-0020
NURSE CALL • FIRE ALARM • CCTV • SECURITY • SOUND SYSTEMS

211 Dixie Way N
Roseland

CERAMIC &
VINYL FLOORING

CARPET & HARDWOOD

Your Floor and
Wall Covering
Headquarters

574-273-3900 • AndrewsDMD.com

Bruce L. Gordon
Broker • Owner

Hallmark Real Estate
574-876-3537

30 Years of Trusted, Knowledgeable Service to the South Bend Area

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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