


St. Thérèse, Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 2 

Pastor .............................. Rev. Terrence M. Coonan, Jr., Pastor 
217-8848 fatherterry@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                              daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator………………..Megan Gettinger 
272-7070                             megan@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants………Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, December 19 

 5:30 pm  Shannon Kennedy 

 

Sunday, December 20 

 9:00 am MaryJo Bauters 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of 

  St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm  Chet Kil 

 

Monday,  December 21 

 8:30 am Sue Landske 

 

Tuesday,  December 22 

     8:30 am Kris Kruk 

 

Wednesday, December 23 

 8:30 am  Stephan Kalinchenko 

 

Thursday, December 24 

 8:30 am Renee Besecker 

 4:30 pm Ronald Schriver 

 7:00 pm Robert Good 

 10:00 pm Dorothy Moorman 

 

Friday, December 25—The Nativity of the Lord 

 9:30 am Jane & Clem Tafelski 

   Barbara Tjarksen 

 

Saturday, December 26 

 8:00 am Carol Trzybinski 

 5:30 pm  Deceased & Living members of the Christ Child Society 

 

Sunday, December 27 

 9:00 am Jane Tafelski 

 11:30 am Dale Kroll 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of 

  St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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With Christmas in under a week and COVID spiking, we esti-

mate larger crowds but manageable ones for the great so-

lemnity. We do intend to use the overflow areas in the gym-

nasium and perhaps Payne Hall as needed. Pray that it all 

works well and please help things to be successful by ex-

tending patience and mercy. 

 

In the November 29 bulletin, I introduced the three-year 

plan for the parish that was created over the last year by a 

team of twelve people, under the guidance and direction of 

Tom Lenz of the Catholic Leadership Institute. You can re-

view the plan on the parish website, and we intend to mail it 

to every registered household in the parish. A lot of delibera-

tion took place, sometimes quite intense, always purposeful, 

charitable, and faith-filled. It all started with a survey (with 

the fancy name Disciple Maker Index) parishioners were in-

vited to take in November, 2019. We got nearly 200 respons-

es. 

 

We’ve gotten some beginning feedback, supportive and also 

curious or unsure, and I am grateful that people are engag-

ing with the plan and what it means. I want to take time to 

explore the various elements of the plan - Our Mission, Our 

Vision, Core Values, Parish Priorities, and Goals – and put 

some “flesh on the bones.” My hope is that this plan only 

strengthens our parish to continue to be a bright light in our 

community as it has for over eight decades. 

 

For a number of months now, the new Mission Statement 

has been published in the bulletin, first introduced in Au-

gust. Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse, the Lord 

anoints us to proclaim to the poor and broken the Good 

News that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. These 

words came together only after much discussion. The follow-

ing is a reprint of my explanation of this mission statement 

from the bulletin on August 2nd. 

 

First we can go to the core of the message. Our job as a 

church in the world is to bring the gospel to others, so that 

they may encounter the person of Je-

sus. Poverty and brokenness are not always so easy to see in 

the soul, as we often don't like admitting our weakness and 

need for God. The reality is we all are poor and broken, and 

we all have a Savior who can make us healed and 

whole. Evangelization is a huge part of the survival of our 

church in a very post-Christian culture that is not hospitable 

to the life of faith. If we are not bringing the Lord to others, 

they may never have a chance to meet Him and thus contin-

ue until death in a life that is a quiet nightmare in a desolate 

wasteland. Jesus' life is abundant - not just the basic 

"biological" life (Greek 'bios') of earthly things and hedonistic 

ends, but the fuller life (Greek 'zoe') of God's divine life 

shared with us by Grace, and ultimately stretching into eter-

nity and breaking through into our present. This life is only 

found "in Him" - "there is no other name under heaven by 

which we are saved." (Acts 4:12) 

 

All of us are called to be missionaries (evangelizers). Pope 

Francis reaffirmed this in Evangelii Gaudium, and it goes all 

the way back to Christ's great commission from Matthew 28, 

which was not just for the apostles but for all of us. 

Shifting to the first phrase, our patroness was in fact named 

as the patron saint of the missions. A girl who spent her 

whole short life in the two cities of Alencon and Lisieux 

(outside one pilgrimage to Rome) had such a heart for bring-

ing Jesus to the world that it could not be contained by the 

four walls of her Carmelite convent: "Jesus, my love. At last I 

have found my vocation. My vocation is love. In the heart of 

the Church, my mother, I will be love, and then I will be all 

things" (Story of a Soul). Thérèse also had a close pen-pal 

relationship with two French missionary priests, serving as a 

spiritual mother for them. 

 

The anointing from the Lord (which we all received at Bap-

tism and Confirmation) is a powerful reminder to the gift of 

the Holy Spirit that "drives" us as it "drove" Jesus and the 

apostles. Saint Paul's words also echo here: "the love of 

Christ impels us" (2 Cor. 4:15-21) It is also an allusion to 

the charismatic nature of our parish, which I foresee as 

something that will only grow, and will be an avenue for our 

evangelization efforts. Finally, the textual similarity to Isaiah 

61 and Luke 4 reminds us of Jesus' mission that is now our 

own as Christians (literally "little anointed ones"). 

From Father Terry 
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Sunday  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 

   29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

 

Monday  Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

   Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 

   20-21; Lk 1:39-45 

 

Tuesday  1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 

 

Wednesday Saint John of Kanty, Priest 

   Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; 

   Lk 1:57-66 

 

Thursday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27  

   and 29; Lk 1:67-79 

  Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 

   Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 

 

Friday  Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

  Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 

  Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 

  Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6;   

           Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

 

Saturday Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr 

   Acts 6:8-10, Acts 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and  

   8ab, 16bc and 17; Mt 10:17-22 

 

Sunday  Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

   Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; 

   Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; 

   Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 

   17-19; Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40 

Sunday Propers // Scripture for the Week // Advent Events 

Introit: “Skies, let the Just One come forth 
like the dew, let him descend from the 

clouds like the rain. The earth will open up 
and give birth to our Savior.” (Isaiah 45:8) 
 

Offertory: “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord 

is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb.” (Luke 1:28) 
 

Communion: “Behold, a Virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall 

be called Emmanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 

“May it be done to me according to your word.” That statement in today’s Gospel is Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel’s 

announcement that the Holy Spirit would “come upon” her and she would birth the Son of God. Her humble obedience is 

forever a model for us. Let us not make her experience untouchable. For the Holy Spirit comes upon us through our baptism 

and confirmation. 

 

Each of us was imagined by our Creator before we were born, and what he imagined was very good. “You formed my inmost 

being; you knit me in my mother’s womb. I praise you, because I am wonderfully made….” (Psalm 139:13-14). Believing that is a 

source of profound peace. And humble obedience to God’s will for us is another source of profound peace. When 

we listen to the Holy Spirit, we will know what God’s will is for us. And when we are obedient to the promptings 

of the Spirit, we are imitating Mary’s holiness. That is a source of great inner healing. 
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Vigil Mass– Thursday, December 31st, 2020 at 6:30 pm*

Morning Mass– Friday, January 1st, 2021 at 9:00 am*

Afternoon Mass– Friday, January 1st, 2021 at 12:00 pm

*these Masses will also be livestreamed 
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If you could listen in to the phone 

conversations with folks who call for assistance, 

you would be humbled, as indeed we are. The 

pandemic weighs heavily on us all. But the fear 

and growing panic in many of the voices we 

hear reaches ever new levels. The biggest fear is 

that they’re alone. And more and more, feeling 

hopeless. They can’t find jobs, even low-paying 

part time jobs. They are sick, increasingly from 

Covid itself, unable to work and isolated. With 

protection from eviction about to expire, and 

with no sign of relief at this writing, they fear 

having no place to go. Or they fear their gas or 

electricity will be turned off any day, making life 

unbearable. We help us much as we can, but the 

needs are so many and so daunting. They are 

always grateful for any assistance we give, and 

with very few exceptions, they’re even more 

grateful for the faith we share and the prayer we 

offer. As we’ve heard frequently said, “My faith is 

all I have.”

You have been generous and make it possible to 

provide help and hope to many. Any further gift 

you can give to Whatsoever You Do Outreach 

would expand the help and hope we offer. 

Thank you, in advance.

Outreach Update // Knights of Columbus // Year of the Family

Family of the Month- We are extremely excited to join with our 

Parish Family in the 2021 year as “The Year of the Family” at Little 

Flower. We are teaming with our Little Flower Family to highlight and 

recognize those families that live out our Faith on a daily basis. Each of 

us know families in our community that live our Catholic faith. If you 

know a family that you wish to nominate for this award, we encourage 

you to nominate them. Simply nominate a family by completing the 

nomination form available from either Jerry Zent, Vince Feck, Rick Gallant 

or Ben Janczewski. We can email you the form by notifying Ben 

Janczewski at: wyotechben@gmail.com. You can return the completed 

form by email to: jerrymzent@gmail.com . If you would like, you can 

leave it at the parish office or mail it to Little Flower with 

Attention Knights of Columbus.

Membership - Do you have an interest in making a difference. The 

Knights of Columbus is open to all practicing Catholic adult men. If you 

have interest in joining our Council here at St Therese Martin – Little 

Flower please reach out to either Ben Janczewski, Grand Knight email 

wyotechben@gmail.com or Terry Freyer Chancellor email: 

terryfreyer@sbcglobal.net



Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week

(See their ad on the back cover)

Each year during Advent, we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of Christ our Savior at Christmas. As we anticipate this joyful 

celebration, we recall the journey of the Holy Family from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

Far from home, poor, and in great need, Mary and Joseph find refuge in a simple stable. But this humble setting among the livestock 

soon welcomes the heavenly host of angels and the infant Jesus himself.

Today, women in our own communities are pregnant, poor, perhaps without a home, and in great need. They may feel alone, scared, 

and overwhelmed, not knowing where to turn.

In challenging circumstances, expectant mothers need a refuge of their own. Like the Holy Family, they may be reliant on the kindness 

of others.

This year, may the story of the first Christmas inspire us to reach out to mothers in need. May we proactively seek to offer loving care 

and encouragement as they prepare to welcome their children.

By answering this call, may we help mothers experience the joy, hope, and peace brought by the infant Jesus. And may we, too, share in 

and bear witness to the miracle of new life.

Would you know where to refer a pregnant or parenting mom in need in your community? We have a new diocesan website 

which is designed to help you do just that: www.walkingwithmomsfwsb.com. This website is part of our Walking with Moms in 

Need campaign, which is an initiative of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops to equip parishes to better support 

and accompany moms who may be struggling in our communities. 

Little Flower Parish
Business Directory

It is through the commitment of these advertisers that this bulletin
is published COST FREE to our Parish.

SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
AND REMEMBRANCES

John A. Toth
Ed McNamara Family
Gregory Calhoun & Family
Clifford Perras
Andert Family
The Poor Souls in Purgatory
Peck and Lohmann Families
Hanson & Bauer Families

Raven and Strobel Families
Czerwinski & Martinec Families
George Grochowski & Family
Bensman & Harriman Families
The Golba Families
Morell-Piza Family
John Feck-Theis Family
John Jr. & Carolyn Tarwacki

Ouellette & Parent Families
Jim North & Family
Jane & Clem Tafelski
Barbara & Richard Tjarksen
Johanns & Good Family
Callaghan Family

Catholic Owned and Operated

3545 N Bendix Drive 574-277-4444
(near Meijer on Portage Road) www.kaniewskifh@aol.com

Serving all Faiths in the Michiana Area
Since 1919

574-282-1901 • ForeverLearningInstitute.org

Classes for Lifelong Learners

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2020 DIOCESAN
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Cell: 574.532.1899
normamiller@cressyeverett.com
nmiller700@aol.com

Norma Miller
ParishionerRealtor for 26+ Years

332 N. Ironwood Dr • South Bend, IN 46615

574-289-1000

Corpus Christi
School

A school of quality
focused on the student

2817 Corpus Christi Dr.       574-272-9868

www.corpuschristisb.org

Providing:
 *Curriculum
 *Life Skills
 *Extracurricular
 *Catholic Identity

Tom L. Morton, O.D.
Kristina L. Offerle, O.D.

John J. Offerle, O.D., F.A.A.O.
Linnea M. Robbins-Winters, O.D.

Foundation Center
Douglas & Hwy. 23 • South Bend • 287-0890

2310 E. Jefferson Blvd. • South Bend, IN 46615
574-233-7169www.stasb.org

Catholic School
Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

Knights of Columbus

TONY'S
MOBIL SERVICE

24 Hour Towing
Your Total Service Station
Propane • Kerosene • Diesel

Use your
Exxon/Mobil
Scrip Here

52072 SR 933 • 273-0030
Tony Lacopo

Quality • Pride • Craftsmanship

karlweissab@yahoo.com

Gary Grochowski • President

arl
eisKWauto body shop, inc.

(574) 272-1100

52073 SR 933 North
South Bend, IN 46637

PARISHIONER

Plumbing - Heating - Air Conditioning
EDWARD J. WHITE, INC.

1011 S MICHIGAN ST.      2 8 9 - 6 3 5 1

Residential Repair Remodeling
IN LIC. # CP 81021273

www.McGannHay.com

232-1411

System Engineering, Installation and Service
Our goal on every project, big or small, is to exceed your expectations. 

We believe in offering the best products on the market along with superior 
technical skills at a fair value to the owner.

WWW.COMMUNICATION-CO.COM 574-299-0020
NURSE CALL • FIRE ALARM • CCTV • SECURITY • SOUND SYSTEMS

211 Dixie Way N
Roseland

CERAMIC &
VINYL FLOORING

CARPET & HARDWOOD

Your Floor and
Wall Covering
Headquarters

574-273-3900 • AndrewsDMD.com

Bruce L. Gordon
Broker • Owner

Hallmark Real Estate
574-876-3537

30 Years of Trusted, Knowledgeable Service to the South Bend Area

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2020 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570420
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