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Pastor .............................. Rev. Terrence M. Coonan, Jr., Pastor 
217-8848 fatherterry@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, May 1 

 5:30 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Sunday, May 2 

 9:00 am  Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Kathy L. Buszkiewicz 

 8:00 pm Special Intentions & Remembrances in the inside 

  back cover of the bulletin 

 

Monday,  May 3 

 8:30 am Prayer Intention Needs of Betty Lou Church 

 

Tuesday,  May 4 

     8:30 am Prayer Intention of Thanksgiving & Praise  

  for an Answered Prayer 

 

Wednesday, May 5 

 8:30 am  Special Prayer Intentions of Jennifer Schwab 

Thursday, May 6 

 8:30 am Special Prayer Intentions of Tim & Sarah Walsh 

 

 Friday, May 7 

 8:30 am Greg Calhoun 

 

Saturday, May 8 

 8:00 am  Leonard & Rosemarie Buczkiewicz 

 5:30 pm Linda Molenda 

 

Sunday, May 9 

 9:00 am Barbara Tjarksen & Jane Tafelski 

 11:30 am Kevin McCombs 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 



St. Thérèse, Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 3 

After Easter, the diocesan guidelines for Mass allowed for a 

few more things on Sundays. One of the most important for 

us all is that our singing does not need to be "quiet" or "soft" 

anymore. They only say to avoid "boisterous" or very loud/

hard singing. So sing away, just don't shout it out.  

 

Also, you will find Holy Water in the fonts at the doors of our 

church, filled for the first time in a year! This is of course to-

tally optional, but thanks to the CDC's corrected guidance 

that surface transfer is a low to minimal risk, we are free to 

offer it once again. Thirdly, we have reinstated the collection 

baskets at Mass during the preparation of the altar. If you 

want to use the box in the back of church, feel free to do 

so, but know that also ushers will be coming around as well 

and will bring our gifts forward to the sanctuary.  

 

I'm sure that throughout the next few months we will do 

more and more of the things that were part of our practice in 

the past. But I do believe masks will still be a part of our ex-

perience for some time, especially as we are neighbors to the 

national hotspot for COVID-19, with Michigan having more 

new cases of infection than both California and Texas     

combined - yikes! If wearing masks allows us to continue to 

do more and more things with greater normalcy, then we are 

happy to make the small sacrifice. Thankfully outdoors looks 

to be more and more of a possibility for events in the up-

coming months. God be praised for temperate weather! 

 

As far as renovations go, things are moving fast these 

weeks.  The large lights are here with installation taking 

about a week. The smaller ones over the chairs will come 

later. Flooring will be moving along quickly after the lights. 

Then the pews can come in, and about the same time, the 

wide marble altar of repose for our tabernacle. Outside, the 

bell tower bricks are repaired, and now we have a couple 

other things to work on up there before we are ringing again. 

I have been very impressed with our workers and am grateful 

for their precision, timeliness, and beautiful results. 

 

Saint Thérèse, the little flower, pray for us! 

 

A Letter from our Pastor 

God first, others second, I am third. 

This is not natural for fallen human nature. We naturally are inclined to protect ourselves and those we care about. However, keeping first 

things first, and following the example set by Jesus, this is the re-orientation that the Lord calls us to in the Gospel. Dismissing crowds and 

foregoing sleep, Jesus put God first through night vigils in prayer and through his prayer the night before He was crucified: "not My will but 

Yours be done." He put others second so clearly by seeing the crowds as "sheep without a shepherd," and proceeded to "teach them many 

things." Even when exhausted, he thought of them. In this flipping of our natural inclination of priorities, we find new and abundant life, as 

Vatican II so clearly taught: man, who is the only creature on earth which God willed for itself, cannot fully find himself except through a 

sincere gift of himself. (Gaudium et Spes, 24) 

 

I let God interrupt my plans. 

One of the most difficult sacrifices for us to offer up is our plans, which are based on our expectations and assumptions (which can be barriers 

to God working in new ways). Jesus came that we would have life to the full, but our plans may be clouding over the fullness. Listening to and 

following God can involve a lot of “letting go.” This is clear for Joseph and Mary, and for Simon and Andrew and the sons of Zebedee who had 

to leave their fishing careers to follow Christ. But how do we know it is God interrupting our plans? This is a tough process to pin down, 

because God tends to surprise us. However, He also doesn't contradict Himself. And lastly, humbly trying to please Him does in fact please 

Him. So let us keep our eyes and ears open for where and how the Lord is calling us to give ourselves in ways that surprise us 

 

I have gifts worth giving. 

Everybody is gifted. Everybody! Remember the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30). Substituting “gifts” for “talents”, whether you have 

received five gifts, two gifts, or one gift, you have it, and it is of huge value for the kingdom. We thrive when we share our gifts, not keeping 

them for ourselves like the man who buried his talent in the ground. Here is one gift everyone has: your presence. Showing up is a gift. Caring 

is a gift. There are the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:2-3) which we are strengthened in through the Sacrament of Confirmation. What we 

traditionally think of as the fruits of the Holy Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control – 

can be thought of as gifts. The spiritual gifts found in 1 Corinthians 12 are given by the Holy Spirit to build up the community. Then there are 

other types of gifts found in Romans 12, which include teaching, giving, and leadership. And in Titus 1:8, we find hospitality. And there are 

plenty of gifts not found in Scripture; for example, creativity, as expressed in music, art, sculpture, and writing. You may have more of these 

than you know. And we all benefit when the gifts are shared. 

  

"I have never given God anything but love and it is with love He will repay." 

-St. Thérèse 
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We are a community that worships together... 

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion.  

Introit: “Sing to the Lord a new song, alleluia; 

for the Lord has accomplished wondrous deeds, 

alleluia; he has revealed his justice in the sight 

of the Gentiles, alleluia, alleluia.” (Psalm 98:1-2) 

Offertory: “Shout joyfully to God, all the earth; 

shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing a psalm 

in honor of his name; come and hear, all you 

who fear God, and I will tell you what great 

things the Lord has done for my soul, 

alleluia.” (Psalm 66:1-2, 16) 

Communion: “I am the true vine, and you are the 

branches; he who abides in me and I in him, he 

it is who bears much fruit, alleluia, 

alleluia.” (John 15:5) 

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32;
1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8

Monday Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6-14

Tuesday Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21;
Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; 
Jn 15:1-8

Thursday Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10; 
Jn 15:9-11

Friday Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12; 
Jn 15:12-17

Saturday Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5; Jn 15:18-21
Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 10:25-26; 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4;
1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17

“The essence of Christian religion is our being grafted into Christ, 

allowing the true vine’s energizing sap to circulate through our veins so 

that our thoughts, words, and deeds are progressively upgraded, and we 

become more Christlike.” Those are words of Fr. Michael Casey in the 

missalette, “Give Us This Day.” His words – grafted into Christ, energizing 

sap to circulate through our veins – eloquently capture today’s Gospel of 

the vine and the branches. 

We can live the moral precepts of Jesus without being grafted into Christ 

and still do good, but we risk becoming discouraged. We can pray for 

healing or needs of others and feel hopeful, but without being grafted 

into Christ, we risk becoming disbelieving. We can be good practicing 

Catholics, but without Christ’s energizing sap circulating through our 

veins, we risk become disillusioned. 

Being grafted into Christ empowers us to love in the presence 

of anger and rejection, to be peaceful in the presence of 

antagonism, to be patient in the presence of irascibility, to be 

gentle in the presence of harshness. 

Children across the Diocese of Fort Wayne-

South Bend invite faithful of every age to join 

them in praying the Rosary on May 13, the 

104th anniversary of the Blessed Mother’s first 

appearance at Fatima. A rosary led by our school 

children will be made available 

on diocesefwsb.org/let-the-children-lead as well 

as on the diocesan Facebook and YouTube 

channels @diocesefwsb. On this day, you are 

invited to join our school children at 10 a.m. as 

they follow Mary and her message at Fatima, or 

pray on your own or with others anytime. 

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

All men are invited to participate in the Into the 

Breach Catholic Men’s discussion group. We 

encourage you to give this a try, it could be life 

changing event as it has proven to be for 

many! Our next session will be May 5th 

Wednesday at 7PM. This group is simply an 

open discussion Man to Man! We meet in the 

Parish Center and hope to see you there. If you 

wish to learn more prior to commitment you can 

contact Ben Janczewski at 

wyotechben@gmail.com. We hope to see you 

there!

Are you looking for a place to make a difference? If so, we would love to 

have you as - a member of our Council. Please reach out to any member of 

the Knights of Columbus and we can start you on the path to 

membership! You can contact either Ben Janczewski at 

wyotechben@yahoo.com your Grand Knight or Terry Freyer at 

terryfreyer@sbcglobal.net your Chancellor.

Greetings, brothers and sisters in Christ! Happy Easter!

The month of May is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. I’d 

like to take this opportunity to share with you some resources that have 

helped me (especially as a convert to Catholicism) to come to know and 

love her better, in hopes that they might help you know and love her 

better, too. Of course, the goal of knowing and loving Mary is to be brought 

closer by her to her Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. As St. Louis de Montfort 

says, “ Mary is the quickest, shortest, and easiest path to Jesus.”

Books: Some of my favorite books about Mary are “Hail Holy Queen: The 

Mother of God in the Word of God” by Dr. Scott Hahn; “The World’s First 

Love” by Ven. Arbp. Fulton J. Sheen; “Jesus and the Jewish Roots of Mary” 

by Dr. Brant Pitre; and “Behold Your Mother: A Biblical and Historical 

Defense of the Marian Doctrines” by Tim Staples.

Video: For a deep dive on the biblical and historical roots of the Church’s 

Marian doctrines, check out Tim Staples’ conversation with “Pints with 

Aquinas” host Matt Fradd: “4 Things Catholics Believe About Mary w/ Tim 

Staples” at https://youtu.be/8u3bHk_FJmQ.

Audio: One talk that really changed my perspective on Mary (particularly 

Our Lady of Fatima) and St. Thérèse is entitled “What Mary Wants from 

You.” This two-part presentation can be found on the “Sensus Fidelium” 

YouTube channel at the following links: https://youtu.be/wAFN8av9RQU 

and https://youtu.be/iZVUiTNCUn8. Also check out the podcast “Jimmy 

Akin’s Mysterious World” on YouTube or wherever you listen to podcasts. 

Jimmy has episodes on Our Lady of Fatima (episodes #40, 64, 65), Our Lady 

of Akita (#99), and Our Lady of La Salette (#60).

To Jesus through Mary,

Daniel

P.S. Scan this code with the camera on your smart phone 

to go directly to our website for active links for the above 

resources!
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We are a community that serves the poor...

In honor of Mother’s Day, the Christ Child 

Society wants to make the lives of infants, 

toddlers and Moms in our community better, 

healthier and safer!

The Christ Child Society will hold its second 

annual Diaper Drop will be on Wednesday, May 

5, from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the Christ Child 

Society Clothing Center in the Town and 

Country Shopping Center. Boxes and bags of 

diapers can be dropped off in front of the 

building with no need to leave cars. It is a no-

contact way to help local Moms. The greatest 

need is for diapers sizes 3 to 6. 

Thank you for your generosity!

On May 13, 7:00 p.m., Dr. Philip J. Sakimoto of the University of Notre 

Dame, will be speaking on “Why Catholics Must Act on Climate Change 

NOW.” Then on May 27, 7:00 p.m., Dr. Sakimoto will moderate a panel 

discussion on what we can do now. Registration is required. Go to the 

Little Flower website – littleflowerchurch.org – select “Social Justice 

Commission” under the heading “Serve with Us.” There you will find the 

links. Limited capacity. Every parish in the diocese is invited. Don’t wait.

Your Knights of Columbus Council will be 

raising funds in support of a new Ultrasound 

Machine at the Women’s Care Center in South 

Bend. A box will be located in the rear of the 

Church for your contributions. We kindly ask 

that you prayerfully consider this most 

important mission of supporting LIFE! Thanks in 

advance for your prayers and contributions.

Would you know where to refer a pregnant or 

parenting mom in need in your community? We 

have a new diocesan website which is designed 

to help you do just 

that: walkingwithmomsfwsb.com. This website 

is part of our Walking with Moms in 

Need campaign, which is an initiative of the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops to 

equip parishes to better support and accompany 

moms who may be struggling in our 

communities. Pope Francis reminds us that our 

parishes are called to be “islands of mercy in the 

midst of a sea of indifference.” If you are 

interested in getting involved with the Walking 

with Moms in Need campaign at your parish, 

please let your pastor know.

“The Earth is indeed the ‘garden planet’ of the universe, where life had a 

magnificent evolution from single cells to the extravagant complexity of 

today.” But do we think of it in those terms?

“Earth can exist without modern humans, as it has done for over 99.9 

percent of its history. But we cannot exist without our common home.” Is 

that not reason for humility in our regard for the Earth?

“For most people, environment has meant merely something external and 

outside of themselves, and as such has remained a peripheral and 

secondary concern.” Are Catholics any different than others?

“We are really sleepwalking into a possible collapse of our very home.” 

With all the crises in our nation, with all the challenges of daily life, are 

we blind and deaf to the largest crisis that challenges all humanity and 

all forms of life equally?

--Summary statements by Fr. Joshtrom Isaac Kureethadam from his book, 

“The Ten Green Commandments of Laudato Si’”.

Climate Myth: Climate’s changed before.

Science Says: Climate reacts to whatever forces it to change at the time; 

humans are now the dominant force.



(See their ad on the back cover)

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God.

St. Monica Catholic Church in Mishawaka is 

holding their Annual Rummage Sale on Friday, 

June 18 ($5 donation to shop the Early Bird 

Evening from 5-7pm), Saturday, June 19 9-2pm, 

and Sunday, June 20 (TBA). If you have any 

items to donate, you may drop them off at Door 

S6 (entrance to the gym) on Wednesdays and 

Fridays 3:15-5:15pm, and Saturdays 9-11am.

Accepting clothes (new, nice, or gently 

worn), small appliances, furniture, dishes, knick 

knacks, electronics, linens, books, kitchen items, 

holiday items, toys, kids’ items, pictures, art 

work, yard items, and man cave items.

This spring, the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is excited to ordain 

seven new priests and two new deacons. At the same time, we will be 

celebrating our 2021 graduates as they receive their diplomas and prepare 

for the next chapter of what God has in store for their lives. Offer your 

congratulations for these important occasions by placing a commemorative 

ad in Today's Catholic, published alongside our graduation or ordination 

event coverage. Contact Erika Barron: ebarron@diocesefwsb.org or 260-

399-1449

All are welcome to join Fit for Life each Tuesday at 7:45 am in the 

Wellness Center!

We have stationary bikes, weights, treadmills, rowing machine (all 

sanitized after each use!), bathroom/changing area– come check it out! 

Little Flower Parish
Business Directory

It is through the commitment of these advertisers that this bulletin
is published COST FREE to our Parish.

Catholic Owned and Operated

3545 N Bendix Drive 574-277-4444
(near Meijer on Portage Road) www.kaniewskifh@aol.com

Serving all Faiths in the Michiana Area
Since 1919

574-282-1901 • ForeverLearningInstitute.org

Classes for Lifelong Learners

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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574-289-1000

Corpus Christi
School

A school of quality
focused on the student

2817 Corpus Christi Dr.       574-272-9868

www.corpuschristisb.org

Providing:
 *Curriculum
 *Life Skills
 *Extracurricular
 *Catholic Identity

Tom L. Morton, O.D.
Kristina L. Offerle, O.D.

John J. Offerle, O.D., F.A.A.O.
Linnea M. Robbins-Winters, O.D.

Foundation Center
Douglas & Hwy. 23 • South Bend • 287-0890

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

Knights of Columbus

TONY'S
MOBIL SERVICE

24 Hour Towing
Your Total Service Station
Propane • Kerosene • Diesel

Use your
Exxon/Mobil
Scrip Here

52072 SR 933 • 273-0030
Tony Lacopo

Quality • Pride • Craftsmanship

karlweissab@yahoo.com

Gary Grochowski • President

arl
eisKWauto body shop, inc.

(574) 272-1100

52073 SR 933 North
South Bend, IN 46637

PARISHIONER

Plumbing - Heating - Air Conditioning
EDWARD J. WHITE, INC.

1011 S MICHIGAN ST.      2 8 9 - 6 3 5 1

Residential Repair Remodeling
IN LIC. # CP 81021273

www.McGannHay.com

232-1411

System Engineering, Installation and Service
Our goal on every project, big or small, is to exceed your expectations. 

We believe in offering the best products on the market along with superior 
technical skills at a fair value to the owner.

WWW.COMMUNICATION-CO.COM 574-299-0020
NURSE CALL • FIRE ALARM • CCTV • SECURITY • SOUND SYSTEMS

211 Dixie Way N
Roseland

CERAMIC &
VINYL FLOORING

CARPET & HARDWOOD

Your Floor and
Wall Covering
Headquarters

Bruce L. Gordon
Broker • Owner

Hallmark Real Estate
574-876-3537

30 Years of Trusted, Knowledgeable Service to the South Bend Area

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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