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Pastor .............................. Rev. Terrence M. Coonan, Jr., Pastor 
217-8848 fatherterry@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, May 15 

 5:30 pm Ron Mudwilder 

 

Sunday, May 16 

 9:00 am Jane Tafelski 

 11:30 am Mario Mascarenhas 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  May 17 

 8:30 am Intentions of William Lund  

 

Tuesday,  May 18 

     8:30 am John Shanley 

 

Wednesday, May 19 

 8:30 am  Intentions of John Reiter 

   

 

Thursday, May 20 

 8:30 am Catherine Griffin & Br. Peter Martin, CSC 

 

Friday, May 21 

 8:30 am Carol Trzybinski 

 

Saturday, May 22 

 8:00 am  Bill & Juliette Ronzone 

 5:30 pm Richard Reilly 

 

Sunday, May 23—Pentecost 

 9:00 am Gary Peterson  

 11:30 am Catherine Griffin & Br. Peter Martin, CSC 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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Close to ten years ago at my ordination, I promised before God and his Church to respect and obey Bishop Rhoades and his 

successors, and now I must live that in an important way out of response to all God has done for me. After the great blessing 

of serving in this parish for just about five years, the bishop has asked me to prepare for a new assignment in Fort Wayne. 

Starting June 15th, I am to be pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish. 

 

I did not expect this move, and I certainly wasn’t praying for it, but God has plans that are above and beyond our own. I went 

after Easter to a meeting with Bishop, hoping he was going to tell me that we are getting a newly ordained priest to join me 

at the parish, so I really didn’t see it coming when he asked me. And being the phlegmatic temperament that I am, meaning I 

am more “go with the flow,” I said “okay” long before I could really understand what I was thinking and feeling. If God made 

me different, I might have tried to run away like Jonah! But seriously, even when we know it is God’s will, that He is working 

through the bishop’s advisors, his own discernment, and especially his personal prayer on these topics - despite all of this, all 

change is difficult, and the bigger it is, the more complicated it can get. Over the past weeks, I’ve been processing through all 

the things that this change means: losing turf - this parish feels like home, and the new one will take a long time for that; 

losing attachments - I have great friendships in the parish, in all of South Bend, and definitely love working with my staff; los-

ing control - I can’t help to see so much of our parish’s good work through to its finish, and have to trust in those who follow; 

losing future - I’m sure my calendar is going to be totally re-vamped for the Fall; losing structure - whole new routine… and 

who’s going to be my dentist? where will I cut my hair? which staff person takes care of what, etc.; losing identity - I’ll no 

longer be in the same role for all of you and for the high school, but at least I’ll still be a priest; loss of meaning - perhaps I’m 

not as “essential” to this parish at all, since God is going to use someone else. 

 

All of these variety of thoughts have slowly come through my mind and at times pierced my heart over the past weeks of pro-

cessing. But still I am actually hopeful and confident about this.  Why? I have been consoled by the Lord in some very im-

portant ways. 

 

First, my confidence that God blesses those who bless Him. I would never have had the joy of priesthood and leaving a place 

that I have loved, if I had not been obedient to God’s will in the past, to not only be a priest, not only go where He sends me, 

but also to embrace the work of repeatedly offering myself to God’s people. *I admit, this is something that, sinner and imper-

fect man that I am, I have never done perfectly, but I have ultimately tried to be faithful to. And by the way, I want to apolo-

gize for any ways I have failed to love you the way God wanted me to. Any ways I have not been the priest and pastor I was 

called to be, I am sorry and I beg pardon from you and from Almighty God. *but back to God’s blessings: only by saying “yes” to 

God’s invitations can our life become an adventure. Otherwise it is simply self-creation, my own dreams, which are so much 

smaller. I am confident that God will shower down blessings on us for doing his will. 

 

Secondly, I know that God is not done with His work. Just like this church is still being made new, so too is God doing that 

with this parish. Jesus says in John’s Gospel, “My Father is working, and so I am working.” He hasn’t stopped, and He isn’t far 

from this moment and this situation. He’s right in the midst of it. We need to cooperate with all the good that God is dreaming 

for this parish in the future. 

 

Thirdly, I know we have been building on the right foundations. This parish is not all about me. Never over the past five years 

have I tried to make things reliant on my own persona or ego. So now that I am called elsewhere, nothing of that will crum-

ble. We have been stressing again and again the truth that we must build our lives around Jesus, putting Him at the center, 

looking to Him and relying on Him to satisfy our hearts. This gives me so much peace to know that what we are doing will 

continue to grow and thrive in the months and years ahead. 

 

I also want to thank you for the ways that you have been so kind to me. Thank you for your love, for your patience, and for 

your prayers. I ask also that you pray for your new pastor, Fr. Julius Okojie, who has been serving at Sacred Heart in Lakeville 

for the past few years. Love him the way that you have shown love to me. He has his own gifts, and a truly good priestly heart, 

and will thus be a wonderful pastor for you. Embracing him is a concrete way that we say “yes” with joyful receptivity to God’s 

dreams for our parish and our lives. 

 

Continued on the next page... 

A Letter from our Pastor 
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Lastly, this departure only makes sense in the context of the Gospel, of the Lord’s gift of Himself and the new life He has 

won for us. Jesus draws us into Himself, and He thus makes us one with each other as members of the one Body of Christ. 

God’s love for you hasn’t changed, and He is using this experience as another way to expand our hearts to be ready for the 

ultimate joy of reunion in eternity. Heaven is so close, brothers and sisters, and for those who are in Christ Jesus, “goodbye” 

is only temporary. I will see you in the Eucharist and we will continue to remain united in the bonds of Divine Love. Let us 

pray the prayer of St. Thérèse for priests, especially for myself and for our new pastor. 

 

O Jesus, eternal Priest, keep your priests within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart, where none may touch them. Keep unstained their 

anointed hands, which daily touch Your Sacred Body. Keep unsullied their lips, daily purpled with your Precious Blood. Keep pure 

and unearthly their hearts, sealed with the sublime mark of the priesthood. Let Your holy love surround them and shield them from 

the world’s contagion. Bless their labors with abundant fruit and may the souls to whom they minister be their joy and consolation 

here and in heaven their beautiful and everlasting crown. Amen  

 

 

There will be a community Spiritual Bouquet* available to let Fr. Terry 

know of our prayers as he prepares for and begins his new assignment at 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton. Anyone and everyone is invited to contribute! 

 

The book containing the spiritual bouquet will be in the back of the Church  

beginning this Sunday after each Mass and will be available in the parish 

office during office hours Monday through Friday. Please stop by and write 

in your prayers, sacrifices, etc. anytime between this weekend and the end 

of Father’s Farewell Picnic on June 13th.   

 

Thank you! 

 

*A spiritual bouquet is a collection of prayers, acts of devotion, or sacrifices 

offered on behalf of an individual. For example: I might choose to offer a 

Rosary, an hour of Adoration and 3 days of fasting for Fr. Terry.  

Together we can begin to welcome Fr. Julius before he even arrives by 

covering him and his ministry in prayer. To this end there will also be a 

Spiritual Bouquet for Fr. Julius available in the back of the Church (Sat. & 

Sun.) or the Office (M-F).  

We’re walking with you in this season. You 

aren’t going through this loss alone. We give 

you permission to feel what you’re feeling. 

You are experiencing real loss. Fr. Terry 

shared last weekend about the seven types of 

loss from Patrick Lencioni: loss of attachment, 

meaning, identity, structure, future, control, 

and turf.  

 

Perhaps you’re feeling like you had an idea of 

where our parish was headed and now you 

don’t (loss of future). Maybe Fr. Terry was a 

big reason you chose this parish, so you’re 

experiencing a loss of attachment or meaning.  

For example, our staff is losing a meaningful 

attachment and a member of our family. We’re 

also feeling the loss of structure as we have 

to adjust our plans and schedule for the next 

couple of months in order to prep these 

transitions.  

 

Here are some reflection questions to help 

you process the losses that you’re 

experiencing.  

• What loss(es) am I experiencing right 

now?  

• What do I love most about our parish? 

• What am I afraid of losing at our parish? 

How can I offer that to Jesus?  

• How have I seen Jesus in Fr. Terry? How 

can I honor God for that gift to me?  

 

We’ll leave you with a line from St. Thomas 

More: “If any good thing shall go forward, 

something must adventured.” Let’s adventure 

together! - Love, the Parish Team 
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Sunday  Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

   Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23  

   or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13; Mk 16:15-20 

 

Monday  Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33 

 

Tuesday  Saint John I, Pope and Martyr 

   Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 

 

Wednesday Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc- 

   36ab; Jn 17:11b-19 

 

Thursday Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest 

   Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,  

   9-10, 11; Jn 17:20-26 

 

Friday  Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and 

   Companions, Martyrs 

   Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19 

 

Saturday Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious 

 Morning:  Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5 and 7; Jn 21:20-25 

 Vigil:  Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; 

   Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 

 Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9; Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 

   14-15; Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55 

   56 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107: 

   2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24 and  

   35, 27-38, 29-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 

 

Sunday Solemnity Of Pentecost Sunday 

 Day:   Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 

   1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 5:16-25; Jn 20: 

   19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 

We are a community that worships together... 

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion.  

 

Introit: “Men of Galilee, why are you gazing in 

astonishment at the sky? alleluia. Just as you 

have seen him ascend into heaven, so, in like 

manner, shall he return, alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia.” (Acts 1:11) 

 

Offertory: “Men of Galilee, why do you gaze at 

the sky in astonishment? This same Jesus who 

was taken up from you into heaven, will come 

by the very way in which you saw him go into 

heaven, alleluia.” (Acts 1:11) 

 

Communion: “These signs will accompany those 

who believe: they will cast out demons, and 

when they lay their hands upon the sick, these 

will recover, alleluia.” (Mark 16:17-18) 

With praise and thanksgiving to almighty God, 

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades will ordain Brian 

Isenbarger and Mark Hellinger to the diaconate 

through the imposition of hands and the 

invocation of the Holy Spirit on May 22 at 11 

a.m. at the Cathedral of the Immaculate 

Conception in Fort Wayne. While ordination is a 

private event, it will be livestreamed for the 

general public on the diocesan website and 

through YouTube/Facebook @diocesefwsb. 

Please keep these two men in prayer. 
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Ladies, you were made for Peace & Joy!

Join us for our May Gatherings: Broken and Beautiful

The world demands that women be thin, wealthy, and well-dressed to be 

considered beautiful. But God’s view of us is very different. His power is 

made perfect in our weakness. Come as you are- doubting or decided, 

broken or made whole. Come and hear what is real.

Thursday, May 20th, @ 7pm

Receive encouragement and ideas for how to be a Catholic grandparent 

in this culture! How do you have conversations with your grandkids about 

faith and religion? How do you form boundaries and honor the new phase 

of your relationship with your adult children? How can you be a spiritual 

parent to your grandkids in a culture that is more hostile to faith than 

perhaps it ever has been?

Hosted at St. Thérèse Little Flower Catholic Church in Room 2/3 of the 

parish center.

We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

What is that truth in which the resurrected Jesus asks his Father 

to consecrate the disciples? It is God’s word, which Jesus 

revealed to them (and to us). It is that they (and us) do not belong to the 

world. But they were (and we are) to go into the world with God’s word.

Hear the words proclaimed from the Ascension reading from Paul to the 

Ephesians: “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 

that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power 

for us who believe.”

Incomparably great power! Do we believe it? The disciples saw with their 

own eyes that power manifested. We are called to believe it in faith. But 

faith only? There are countless accounts of miraculous power manifested 

over the centuries and today. Still, it comes down to belief. Is it possible 

that we have allowed ourselves to belong to the world?

I believe, help my unbelief!

Friday, May 21st @ 6pm in the Gym



K of C Insurance - Andrew Weiss 
(See their ad on the back cover)

We are a community that serves the poor & extends the Kingdom of God.

Looking for a summer job? Right to Life 

Michiana needs canvassers to educate on the 

injustice of abortion and share life affirming 

resources with our community. Canvassers paid 

$10/an hour. Flexible hours. Email Jackie 

at executivedirector@prolifemichiana.org or 

call (574) 232-5433 for more information. 

Now that it's spring, it is time to ask all 

gardeners who might be interested in adopting 

a garden patch on church grounds to contact our 

landscape coordinator/business manager Gail 

Waltman. The gardens will be cleaned and 

mulched by professionals over the next 

month. Volunteers are needed to plant, weed 

and water their garden patches throughout the 

summer. If you are interested in adopting a 

garden patch, please contact Gail 

at gail@littleflowerchurch.org or 574-243-3443. 

“The contemporary ecological crisis points to the amnesia (forgetfulness) of a 

deeper truth, namely, that the physical world is above all God’s creation and is 

permeated with the divine presence.”

“Pope Francis reminds us that the command to humanity is to “till and keep” 

the garden of the world (see Gen. 2:15). ‘Tilling’ refers to cultivating, ploughing 

or working, while ‘keeping’ means caring, protecting, overseeing, and 

preserving.”

“The second fundamental truth about creation is that it is a love story on the 

part of God.”

--Summary statements by Fr. Joshtrom Isaac Kureethadam from his book, 

“The Ten Green Commandments of Laudato Si’”.

Climate Myth: Animals and plants can adapt.

Science Says: Global warming will cause mass extinctions of species that 

cannot adapt on short time scales.

The voice of Pope Francis

“The Spirit of God has filled the universe with possibilities and therefore, from 

the very heart of things, something new can always emerge: [quoting St. 

Thomas Aquinas] ‘Nature is nothing other than a certain kind of art, namely 

God’s art, impressed upon things, whereby those things are moved to a 

determinate end. It is as if a shipbuilder were able to give timbers the 

wherewithal to move themselves to take the form of a ship.’” (Laudato Si’, 80)

Even if you missed Dr. Philip J. Sakimoto’s Zoom presentation on climate 

change last Thursday, you will profit greatly and may register for the panel 

discussion that Dr. Sakimoto will moderate.

That will take place on Thursday, May 27, 7:00 p.m.

There will be three panelists: Fr. Emmanuel Katongole, Professor of Peace 

Studies and Theology, Notre Dame; Paz Artaza-Regan, National Coordinator 

of Creation Care Teams for the Catholic Climate Covenant; Sr. Damien 

Marie Savino, Dean of Sciences and Sustainability, Aquinas College, Grand 

Rapids, Michigan. Moderator.

Registration required:

Go to the Little Flower website – littleflowerchurch.org – select “Social 

Justice Commission” under the heading “Serve with Us.” There you will find 

the links. Or you can register directly from the parish email.



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929
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