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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, June 19 

 5:30 pm Linda Molenda 

 

Sunday, June 20 

 9:00 am Clem Tafelski 

 11:30 am Kevin McCombs 

 8:00 pm Patricia Tighe Sheridan 

 

Monday,  June 21 

 8:30 am Betty & Greg Gough 

 

Tuesday,  June 22 

     8:30 am For the health of Katie 

 

Wednesday, June 23 

 8:30 am  Doan Dinh 

 

 

Thursday, June 24 

 8:30 am Margaret Perkins 

 

Friday, June 25 

 8:30 am Living & Deceased Members of the  

  Christ Child Society 

 

Saturday, June 26 

 8:00 am  Brother Peter Martin CSC & Catherine Griffin 

 5:30 pm Barbara Tjarksen 

 

Sunday, June 27 

 9:00 am Norma Miller  

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Maurice Scheessele 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

My dear parishioners, 

Welcome to what I would like to call “Storm Sunday” 

 

Indeed, God’s Word is alive and active (Hebrews 4:12). Have 

you observed how the Lord speaks to us in sacred scripture? 

Perhaps like me, some, if not many of you, might have noticed 

how the readings, whether for Mass or The Liturgy of the 

Hours seem to speak to what you are going through in your 

lives. This has always been a source of wonder for me. How 

could the liturgical reform that saw the expansion of the 

readings at the liturgy have envisaged every possible 

situation? My reflection on this phenomenon leads me to 

believe that God’s spirit was at work as the church selected the 

readings for the liturgy. This further confirms our Lord’s 

promise to be with his church till the end of time.  

 

In this Sunday’s first reading, we hear God address Job for the 

first time. Job had been through violent storms in his own 

life.  Even though he had been faithful to the Lord, such that 

he was even the subject of God’s boasting to Satan (Job 1:8), he 

lost his family to death and all his possession in one single 

day. As if that was not tragic enough, his body was not spared. 

Losing his bodily integrity and the support of his wife and 

friends, in utter frustration, Job utters what could pass for a 

challenge of God’s authority. Having listened to Job, God now 

questions Job’s right to challenge God’s authority, and then 

leads him even deeper to the mystery of creation. In the midst 

of the storm, God reminds Job who is in control.  

 

The Responsorial Psalm (Ps 107) continues with the storm 

theme. It speaks of sailors caught up in the high waves of a 

tempest “They who sailed the sea in ships … saw the works of 

the Lord and His wonders in the abyss” by first “raising up a 

storm wind,” then “hushing the storm to a gentle breeze. God 

is more than able to calm any storm. 

 

In the Gospel reading, the author of Mark’s gospel presents 

Jesus as Lord of creation. With a simple command he brings 

calm to the troubled hearts of his apostles. Jesus has promised 

to be with his church always till the end of time. As long as we 

turn to him, who is always present in our boat, and ask him to 

save us, we can be sure he will speak the word of peace and 

comfort. And our storms will be still.  

 

With all that we are going through, whether as individuals, 

family or as a parish, it might be appropriate to say that we too 

are in some kind of storm. With your beloved former pastor 

gone to a new assignment, and the flurry of emotions his 

departure must have generated; with me, your new pastor, 

away this weekend for a family event, with the immediate 

challenges I anticipate as I settle into life here at St. Therese, 

it seems fitting to utter an adapted version of the apostles’ 

plea: “Save us, teacher, the storm is raging!”  

 

As I reflect on recent events, I feel the invitation to consider 

these transitions as something the Lord wills; or at least, 

permits. Whatever storms we are facing right now, whether 

physical, emotional, or spiritual; whether we have doubts, 

worry, or anxiety, we can find succor in knowing that the Lord 

Jesus is always present and willing to calm them down. God 

can heal our hearts. And because the risen Lord is in the boat 

of our Church and of our parish, no storm can sink it.  

 

A blessed and happy Father’s Day to all our fathers. May        

St. Joseph intercede for you to be a true example to your 

families and the world.   

 

May Jesus bless you, and may our Lady protect you! 

 

With blessings from my heart,  
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We are a community that worships together... 

Sunday  Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Job 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 

   30-31; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41 

 

Monday  Memorial of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

   Gn 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22; Mt 7:1-5 

 

Tuesday  Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Saints John Fisher, 

   Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs 

   Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Mt 7:6, 12-14 

 

Wednesday Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 7:15-20 

   Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab  

   and 17: 1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17 

 

Thursday The Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 

   Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; 

   Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 

 

Friday  Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mt 8:1-4 

 

Saturday Gn 18:1-15; Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53,  

   54-55; Mt 8:5-17 

 

Sunday  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 

   13; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 or 5:21-24, 35b-43 

 

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion.  

 

Introit: “The Lord is the strength of his people, 

and the guardian of salvation for his anointed. 

Save your people, O Lord, and bless your 

inheritance; be their guide forever.” (Psalm 28:8-

9) 

 

Offertory: “Render secure my footsteps in your 

paths so that my feet do not slip; incline your 

ear and hear my words; display your wonderful 

mercies, O Lord, savior of those who place their 

hope in you.” (Psalm 17:5-7) 

 

Communion: “I shall walk round about his 

sanctuary, offering a sacrifice of jubilation; I will 

sing and recite a psalm to the Lord.” (Psalm 

27:6) 

We celebrated the Solemnity of Corpus Christi the first weekend in June with a trio of singers performing simple music that 

spanned a thousand years: from 10th-century Gregorian chant paired with a 16th-century polyphonic Kyrie to a 21st-century 

setting of a 14th-century Communion prayer. The breadth and depth of the Catholic musical tradition is one of our greatest 

inheritances as Catholics. It is a tradition that, to borrow from the Church Fathers’ reflection on sacred Scripture, is shallow 

enough for children to wade into safely while at the same time being deep enough for elephants to swim. 

 

Throughout the summer, we will continue to have occasional performances by small groups of singers. The kickoff of our full-

fledged choral program will come in September, once many students and parishioners have returned from their summer 

vacations. My intention is to establish two choral ensembles at St. Thérèse Little Flower: 1)  a large ensemble open to anyone 

(as a “training choir” of sorts), especially those people who would love to learn to sing but haven’t sung publicly in a long time 

(or ever). I consider it part of my responsibility as the Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy to teach any interested person how to 

sing well for the glory of God; and 2) a smaller, auditioned ensemble (a “schola cantorum”) that will sing more advanced music 

on fewer rehearsals. 

 

Hymnals will come back as soon as the pews do (right now we’re looking at mid-July), and in the meantime we will continue to 

print weekly programs with the requisite texts and music. We may continue printing them on a seasonal basis even after the 

return of the hymnals, in order that we can continue to draw from more of our Cathollic musical inheritance than the contents 

of any single hymnal allow. 

 

Peace, 

Daniel 
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

“Lord, I have prayed for healing of cancer, but it only gets worse. 

Are you listening?” “Lord, my family is fighting all the time. I’ve 

prayed to you over and over. Where are you?” “Lord, I can’t find a 

job to support my family? I’ve prayed to you, but I don’t get any 

answers. Do you care?”

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus’ answer to the 

disciples: “Why are you so terrified? Do you not yet have faith?” The faith 

Jesus is talking about is belief and trust. The question is the same for us. 

Do I really believe? Do I really trust? In the presence of suffering, and 

Jesus said there would be trouble in this life (John 16:33), can we see 

suffering not as an absence of God but as an opportunity to surrender to 

God?

In our hearts, do we really say, “I’ll believe it when I see it, like the Apostle 

Thomas or the disciples in the boat in today’s Gospel. Or in our hearts, do 

we say, “I believe!” “I trust you!”

Brothers join the men of Rekindle the Fire Men's 

Conference in a great 30 minute Father's Day 

break! RTF will drop the latest video of their 

2021 Men's Video Series on Sunday, June 20th 

at 7 pm. You can watch live on YouTube, Face-

book, and Streaming 

at www.RekindleTheFire.net. Please ask other 

men to watch and join us for a 30-40 minute 

talk from Redeemer Radio's own and former 

WNDU Notre Dame Sports GuRu, Angelo DiCar-

lo, and our passionate and loving Fr. Dan 

Scheidt. 

May God bless all men who are fathers, whether 

physically or spiritually, that they may lead and 

love with gentleness and strength. 

St. Joseph, Foster Father of Jesus, pray for the 

fathers of our parish! Amen!

FRI 6.25.21 | 6pm

PARISH CENTER GYM

THE CHOSEN

http://www.rekindlethefire.net/
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We are a community that serves the poor...

Can you give 3 hours to the pro-life cause this summer? Right to Life 

Michiana needs volunteers to staff our fair booth at the St. Joe and Elkhart 

County 4-H Fair. Visit prolifemichiana.org or call (574) 232-5433 to sign 

up for a shift.

“Ecological education should help, first of all, to reestablish an intimate link 

with the natural world, our common home. Unfortunately, current education 

curricula reinforce the modern worldview that humans are totally separate 

from the natural world and are not dependent on the web of biological 

ecosystems that sustain all life, including human life, on Earth.”

“Secondly, holistic education should also lead to a greater sense of solidarity 

within the human family, especially with the more vulnerable members of our 

common household.”

“Third, holistic ecological education ‘should facilitate making the leap 

towards the transcendent which gives ecological ethics its deepest 

meaning’ (210), as Pope Francis points out in the encyclical. Education is 

complete only when it succeeds in inculcating a profound sense of the 

awareness of the presence of God in the natural world and in the lives of 

people.”

--Summary statements by Fr. Joshtrom Isaac Kureethadam from his book, 

“The Ten Green Commandments of Laudato Si’”.

Climate Myth: It’s only a few degrees.

Science Says: A few degrees of global warming has a huge impact on ice 

sheets, sea levels and other aspects of climate.

Another Voice:

“The brutal consumption of creation begins where God is missing, where 

matter has become simply material for us, where we ourselves are the 

ultimate measure, where everything is simply our property…. The waste of 

creation begins where we no longer recognize any claim beyond ourselves, 

seeing only ourselves.” – Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

In May, the Outreach Program provided 

$6,619.25 in assistance to 25 families or 

individuals for 28 accounts. This was a very 

slight increase from the previous month, but a 

higher amount per account. It was significantly 

less than the previous fifteen months for the 

same reasons the April output was less: stimulus 

payments, tax returns, and the Covid Emergency 

Assistance Program. But for those who needed 

help, the need was crucial.

One very panicked woman was in the hospital 

with stage 4 cancer and receiving chemo. She 

was in a motel when she first called, but has 

found an agency that is taking her in and needs 

help with her rent. We were able to work out 

assistance with the help of a hospital worker. It 

was the same with another woman, except she 

was in the hospital for MRSA and pneumonia. 

Still she was worried about a utility bill. And a 

third, a man with an injured back and spine from 

an accident and dealing with high blood 

pressure, also hospitalized, was panicked about 

his utility bill.

Thank you for your generosity which provided 

some relief to folks with daunting issues.



Notre Dame Federal Credit 

Union 
(See their ad on the back cover)

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God.

We want you! We will begin a new Fraternal Year on July 1st. We are 

always seeking new members to join our order. If you are a Catholic 

gentleman of the age of 18 or older, I ask this question: Why haven’t you 

joined the Knights of Columbus? The Knights offer a chance to grow in 

your faith and serve your fellow Brothers and Sisters in serving one 

another. See any Knight if you wish to join, we would be glad to have you 

on our team. You can also visit kofc.org and join online, be sure to list 

Council 17043 as the Council you wish to join and we will reach out to 

you!

Website – Thanks for the expertise of Brother Knight Mikel 

Hogan our Council 17043 St Therese Martin Little Flower now 

has its own website. We invite you to visit our webpage 

littleflowerkofc.org!

Marketing Specialist

Ave Maria Press is looking for a creative Marketing Specialist with strong 

initiative and attention to detail to work with our team to develop, lead, 

and execute marketing efforts for the different markets we serve: high 

school curriculum, parish ministry, trade stores, and individual consumers. 

Our ideal candidate has experience developing and executing marketing 

campaigns and the desire to provide stellar author support and over-the-

top customer care. You must be comfortable with day-to-day marketing 

activities as well as long-term strategy, thriving on tight deadlines and 

shifting priorities. If you are a creative person who loves the rewarding 

challenge of getting the right product into the right hands, we want to 

hear from you.

Visit avemariapress.com/careers for more information.

Ave Maria Press has an excellent benefits package, competitive 

compensation, and a professional environment. This is a full-time, salaried 

position located in Notre Dame, Indiana. Qualified individuals should send 

their cover letter, resume and salary requirements to Heather Glenn at 

hglenn@nd.edu.

Human Resource Manager - PART TIME

Ave Maria Press has an immediate opening for an experienced part-time 

human resource manager to manage all areas of HR functions. Hours are 

flexible and should average 25 hours per week. The HR Manager will 

report to the Vice President of Finance and Operations while working 

closely with the CEO and other senior managers within the organization to 

ensure all personnel policies and practices are understood and 

administered equitably.

Visit avemariapress.com/careers for more information. Qualified 

individuals should send their cover letter, resume and salary requirements 

to Kyle Marscola at kmarscol@nd.edu.

Tuesdays, July 20 - August 17, 6:30pm

St. Therese the Little Flower Church, South 

Bend

Join us for a Catholic speaker series for young 

adults in their 20s & 30s, single and married, to 

share in food, fellowship, and faith!

We will gather in-person and outdoors for the 

summer series. The church grounds include a 

nice grassy area for spreading out. Each speaker 

session will include live music by talented local 

young adults, a food truck, and an engaging talk 

followed by discussion.



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929
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