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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, July 3 

 5:30 pm A Special Intention 

 

Sunday, July 4 

 9:00 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 11:30 am Ron Mudwilder 

 8:00 pm Special Intentions & Remembrances listed on the 

  back cover of the bulletin 

 

Monday,  July 5 

 8:30 am Carol Trzybinski 

 

Tuesday,  July 6 

     8:30 am  Damian Morell 

 

Wednesday, July 7 

 8:30 am Catherine Griffin & Brother Peter Martin, CSC  

 

Thursday, July 8 

 8:30 am  Greg Calhoun 

 

 Friday, July 9 

 8:30 am Kelly Silich 

 

Saturday, July 10 

 8:00 am  Kathy L. Buszkiewicz 

 5:30 pm Janet Kenney 

 

Sunday, July 11 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Betty Gough 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

My dear parishioners, 

  

Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus to you and 

your household! 

  

It was such an honor to meet most of our parishioners this past 

weekend. I enjoyed talking with you after Mass, and learning your 

names. I look forward to knowing each parishioner better and the 

good work you are doing for our parish. Like I said in my homily at 

one of the Masses this past weekend, feel free to stop me wherever 

you see me and say hello or introduce yourself. I would like to know 

you whether in church or outside.  

 

During the week we received a donation of an incense boat and 

thurible/censer from our parishioners, Ross and Angie Higginbottam. 

They had observed that the censer we are currently using seemed to 

have seen better days, and was in need of changing. We thank them 

for their generosity in putting their resources at the service of divine 

worship, and pray that the Lord would bless them in ways only God 

can.  

 

The readings for this weekend bring to focus our response to 

rejection. Do you avoid speaking the truth because it would not be 

accepted? Have you ever offered words of advice and it felt like your 

words blew back in your face? Do you feel reluctant to speak words of 

correction to a family member or friend simply because of how they 

would react? We all have that one person or persons who would 

never accept us as capable of giving them advice or correction. They 

have become too familiar with us. Well, do not worry too much, you 

are in good company. Both the prophet Ezekiel and our Lord were 

rejected by those who should have listened to them.  

 

In this week’s First reading, Ezekiel was sent to the rebellious house 

of Israel. Although the Lord knew they would reject Ezekiel, he 

nonetheless sends him to go speak to them. All he needed was the 

courage to communicate the message of the Lord to them. He was not 

to worry whether they would accept him or not. We need courage in 

order to do God’s will. And this might mean speaking the truth to 

people who might not be open to it. But we must do so with love. The 

fear of opposition should not be a reason to avoid correcting one 

another in love. If we all waited until we were sure we would be 

accepted before we spoke the truth to others, we may never speak up. 

 

Paul, in our Second reading was given a thorn on his flesh, and an 

angel of Satan to beat him in order to keep him humble. Scholars do 

not agree on what this thorn on his flesh means, but Paul’s continued 

reference to the Lord’s strength in the face of his obvious weakness, 

leads us to assume he was speaking of some personal shortcomings 

for which he was not proud. And like Ezekiel, he too suffered rejection 

at the hands of his own people, especially because they allowed his 

former identity as a persecutor get in the way of accepting him as one 

who now preaches Christ. Do you find it difficult to gain the 

acceptance or even approval of family or friends simply because you 

lived a life that was contrary or opposed to who you are now? Do 

people still judge you based on what you stood for in the past, rather 

than accepting you for who you are now? Or do you judge people by 

their past failures and sins rather than being open to what the Lord is 

doing in their lives today? Remember Romans 8:1 “There is therefore 

now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  

 

Our blessed Lord also had to deal with the rejection of his own 

people simply because they knew him too well and could not believe 

he was the anointed messiah. His humanity became a stumbling block 

to seeing his divinity. They asked, ‘is he not the carpenter, the son of 

Mary?’ To call him the son of Mary, even though true, was intended to 

denigrate him, because it was customary to address people by their 

father’s name rather than their mother’s. How familiarity breeds 

contempt! Many of us might not be different from the people of Jesus’ 

time. We allow our familiarity with the sacred get in the way of 

appropriate disposition before the holy. Although we have intellectual 

knowledge that the Lord is truly and substantially present in all the 

tabernacles of the world, sometimes, our disposition in the presence 

of our Blessed Lord does not speak much about this knowledge. If I 

truly believe that I come to Mass to encounter the Lord and to feed on 

his sacred Body and Blood, there would be a necessary transformation 

in how I approach the holy Mass. When we come to communion, do 

we truly believe the Lord is offering himself as food for our souls? Do 

we allow the forms of bread and wine, in which he comes to us in 

holy communion, to get in the way of recognizing that we are before 

the same Lord who made the heavens and the earth? It is all too 

common to see Catholics come into Mass just when Mass is about to 

begin, without proper preparation to enter into the most opportune 

encounter with the Lord, or they walk in casually when procession is 

already underway, and leave right after receiving communion or even 

before the priest. I often wonder where we rush to after Mass. 

Perhaps we have reservations at restaurants for meals, and we 

prioritize that over spending some quiet time in thanksgiving to the 

Eucharistic Lord who has fed us with his Body and Blood? One prayer 

I always pray is that the Lord will not allow me to become too 

familiar with the mysteries I celebrate.  

 

Beloved, if we, who are ourselves flawed, feel pained in the face of 

the rejection of our friends and family, how do we imagine the all-

holy God feels when we reject him and act as though he does not 

matter? 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 
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We are a community that worships together...

Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ez 2:2-5; Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6a

Monday Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Priest; 

Saint Elizabeth of Portugal

Gn 28:10-22a; Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab; Mt 9:18-26

Tuesday Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr

Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15; Mt 9:32-38

Wednesday Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; Ps 33:2-3, 

10-11, 18-19; Mt 10:1-7

Thursday Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Ps 105:16-17,

18-19, 20-21; Mt 10:7-15

Friday Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, 

and Companions, Martyrs

Gn 46:1-7, 28-30; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 

39-40; Mt 10:16-23

Saturday Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7;

Mt 10:24-33

Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14;

Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10; Mk 6:7-13

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “We have received your mercy, O God, in 

the midst of your temple; even as your name, so 

also does your praise extend to the ends of the 

earth; your right hand is filled with 

righteousness.” (Psalm 48:10-11)

Offertory: “You will save the humble nation, O 

Lord, and bring down the eyes of the proud. For 

who is God, other than you, O 

Lord?”          (Psalm 18:28, 32)

Communion: “O taste and see how gracious the 

Lord is; blessed is the man who trusts in 

him.” (Psalm 34:9)

Looking for some good music to listen to during 

the week? Check out our Spotify playlist! 

Featuring the set lists for our 8PM Mass, this is a 

great way to get to know the music you'll hear 

on Sunday night!
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” 

How un-American, those words of St. Paul in the First Reading! Strength, 

power, and control are the esteemed virtues of a competitive culture. For 

Christians, those “qualities” get in the way of the power of Christ. No 

matter how much we might protest, the ways of the world are simply in 

opposition to the ways of Christ. That is why Paul is “content with 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints.” So must we 

be. That is not to say we should seek these conditions, that is to seek to be 

insulted or persecuted on our jobs or our schooling. Rather we should 

accept them when they are for “the sake of Christ,” for the sake of his 

kingdom on earth.

“When I am weak, then I am strong.” Believing that requires 

amazing faith. It is not what Jesus found in his native place, as 

recounted in today’s Gospel. May we always grow in that amazing 

faith in the community of St. Thérèse Little Flower Catholic 

Church.

Tuesdays, July 20 - August 17, 6:30pm

St. Therese the Little Flower Church, South Bend

Join us for a Catholic speaker series for young adults in their 20s & 30s, 

single and married, to share in food, fellowship, and faith!

We will gather in-person and outdoors for the summer series. The church 

grounds include a nice grassy area for spreading out. Each speaker session 

will include live music by talented local young adults, a food truck, and an 

engaging talk followed by discussion.

Launching on Wednesday, 

July 28, 2021!

The Religious Ed program is in need of short 

bookcases (no taller than 4 ft high) and wooden 

side tables for our Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd Atrium. To donate, contact Quinn 

Pillari at qpillari@gmail.com. 
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We are a community that serves the poor... 

  

Praise 

“Praise is a fundamental theme that runs throughout the encyclical…. A 

fundamental problem of modern humans is their deafness to the cosmic 

symphony of praise that created realities continually raised to the 

Creator. We live in a world starved of wonder, which is a stepping-stone 

to praise.” 

  

Gratitude 

“Gratitude springs up in our hearts when we accept ‘each moment as a 

gift from God to be lived to the full’ (226)…. We stand in need of living 

our lives gratefully on Earth, in the Eucharistic way, giving thanks to God 

for the gift of creation and sharing it generously with others.” 

  

Care 

“Pope Francis proposes models of care. Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, for 

example, ‘invites us to practice the little way of love, not to miss out on a 

kind word, a smile or any small gesture which sows peace and 

friendship.’… For the pope, care is nothing but the social expression of 

love or Christian charity.” 

  

Justice 

“The foundation for eco-justice is the common destination of all materials 

goods, namely, that created goods belong to all…. Eco-justice demands 

that the right to development of the poor and the question of poverty 

alleviation be placed at the heart of a true moral response to the crisis of 

our common home.” 

  

Work 

“Pope Francis speaks of how Jesus worked with his hands and notes how 

most of his life was spent in ordinary work. Jesus thus sanctified human 

labor and our humble efforts to be good stewards to all of God’s 

creation.” 

  

Sobriety 

“Sobriety is the ability to renounce what is superfluous and to resist the 

dominant consumerist mentality. Sobriety is prudence, simplicity, 

straightforwardness, balance and temperance. Sobriety is seeing the 

world through God’s eyes and from the side of the poor.” 

  

Humility 

“Humility is the mother of all ecological virtues…. The contemporary 

ecological crisis stems ultimately from our refusal to recognize our 

humble self-identity as creatures. It is the sin of human hubris which lies, 

in fact, at the root of our irresponsible stewardship of God’s creation and 

our common household.” 

 

--Summary statements by Fr. Joshtrom Isaac Kureethadam from his book, 

“The Ten Green Commandments of Laudato Si’”. 

  

In the past few weeks there have been families/

individuals asking for money in the parking lot 

or inside the church after weekend Masses. 

Please do not give individuals requesting 

assistance money, but refer them to call our 

Outreach Program (Whatsoever You Do) at 243-

3437.  

 

The Whatsoever You Do program is funded by 

parishioners and is set up for the purpose of 

helping those truly in need.  Our program 

requires that everyone is to call the Outreach 

phone number to request assistance, this allows 

us to assist applicants equally and fairly, as well 

as to recommend other agencies and provide 

spiritual support. Our program is not equipped 

to help on the spot.  There are other 

organizations in our community to help in 

emergency situations. 

 

 Within the next couple of weeks, the parish will 

have reference cards to hand out to those 

seeking help with phone numbers to call for 

assistance. Thank you for your help.  

Catholic Charities is growing and has several 

positions available working from the South Bend 

office:  Community Service Case Manager, 

School Counselor, Addiction Counselor, Clinical 

Liaison and Mental Health 

Counselor.  Interested candidates will find a full 

job description and minimum qualifications by 

visiting our website at:  www.ccfwsb.org/careers.  



Saint Joseph Health System 
(See their ad on the back cover)

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God.

Join Redeemer Radio 95.7FM for an evening of 

food, drink and Bocce on Monday, August 2nd at 

St. Joe Farm in Granger. Create your own team 

and compete against Bishop Rhoades and other 

area Catholics in the 4th annual Redeemer 

Radio Viva Bocce Classic. Dinner and open bar 

comes with each ticket! Young adults 21-35 are 

half price. For those that can make it, there will 

be a Mass before the event celebrated by Fr. 

Jacob Meyer and Fr. Ben Muhlenkamp. For more 

information and to signup, visit https://

www.redeemerradio.com/bocce2021sb/ or call 

574-855-1587. 

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is hiring a Director of the 

Secretariat for Communications. The Director of the Secretariat for 

Communications manages diocesan communications, both printed and 

digital, in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. This includes the 

management of public information, media relations, diocesan publications, 

the diocesan website, social media, event marketing materials and the 

weekly diocesan Today’s Catholic newspaper. For more information and to 

apply, visit diocesefwsb.org/careers. 

All Catholics in the U.S. who care about faithfully protecting creation are 

invited to attend the virtual conference: “Laudato Si’ and the U.S. Catholic 

Church: A Conference Series on Our Common Home.” Registration is open 

for the July 13-15, 2021 virtual gathering.

The conference opens with keynote addresses by His Eminence Blase 

Cardinal Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, and Maureen Day, PhD, Assistant 

Professor of Religion and Society at the Franciscan School of Theology. 

Together, they will assess why the U.S. Catholic response to Laudato 

Si’ has not been commensurate with the urgency and gravity of the climate 

crisis.

On July 14-15, the conference continues, featuring interactive breakout 

sessions in eight areas: Advocacy, Colleges/Universities, Communications/

Media, Creation Care Teams (especially at parishes and dioceses), 

Environmental Justice, Homiletics, Parochial School Education, Youth & 

Young Adults.

The conference concludes July 15 with a closing address by Sister Ilia 

Delio, OSF, PhD. Sister Delio will consider Catholic spiritual and 

theological insights that can enliven a more faithful commitment to care 

for our common home.

To select the link for more information or to register, go to the Little 

Flower website - littleflowerchurch.org -- and select "Social Justice 

Commission" under the heading "Serve with Us."



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929
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