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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, July 10 

 5:30 pm Janet Kenney 

 

Sunday, July 11 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Betty Gough 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  July 12 

 8:30 am Catherine Griffin 

 

Tuesday,  July 13 

     8:30 am  Catherine Griffin 

 

Wednesday, July 14 

 8:30 am  Geraldine Stejens 

 

 

Thursday, July 15 

 8:30 am 4th Wedding Anniversary  of Tim & Sarah Walsh 

 

Friday, July 16 

 8:30 am Intentions of Fr. John Santone 

 

Saturday, July 17 

 8:00 am  Faye McKee 

 5:30 pm Linda Molenda 

 

Sunday, July 18 

 9:00 am Norma Miller 

 11:30 am Linda Molenda 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

My dear parishioners, 

Grace and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus to 

you and your households! 

Hope you had a joyous 4th of July celebration with families 

and friends. I was glad to spend time with some of our young 

adults for a cookout and some gaming activity. It was such a 

pleasant opportunity to get to meet and know some of our 

parishioners. My gratitude goes to our Director for 

Evangelization, Abby Kyle, for inviting, and our wonderful 

hosts, Sebastian and Annie. God bless you! 

Do you remember the distinction Jesus made between a 

shepherd, the owner of the sheep, and a hireling, a paid 

worker? You can read it in John 10:12. The shepherd does not 

desert or forsake the flock when they are in danger. Rather, he 

defends them, even at the risk to his own life. On the other 

hand, the hireling works for a fee. His personal comfort/safety 

is more important than the wellbeing of the sheep. And he has 

no commitment to protect the sheep from wolves. This 

distinction seems apt in describing the two characters in this 

weekend’s First reading. Amaziah was the chief priest of the 

royal sanctuary in Bethel. He was on the king Jeroboam II’s 

payroll. As such, he spoke only what the king liked to hear. 

Confusing the prophet Amos for one of the many professional 

prophets who prophesied for money, Amaziah took Amos’ 

words out of context and accused him of conspiracy against 

the king. This would lead to the expulsion of Amos from Israel. 

Amaziah did not consider Amos a true prophet, and even 

undermines his identity by addressing him using a 

contemptuous and pejorative term “visionary.”  

For his part, Amos was called by God to abandon his profession 

as a shepherd and a dresser of sycamore trees to go prophesy 

to Israel. Even though he was neither a prophet nor belonged 

to the company of prophets, he had God’s word, and he was to 

deliver it as instructed. By prophesying something contrary to 

the feel-good type of message the king was accustomed to, 

Amos posed a threat to the job security of the Priest of Bethel, 

who tried to shut him up. Amaziah thought that because he 

was compromised, everyone else could be bought for a fee. He 

said to Amos, “Off with you, visionary, flee to the land of Judah! 

There earn your bread by prophesying, but never again 

prophesy in Bethel; for it is the king’s sanctuary and a royal 

temple.”  

The prophet’s task is not an easy one. But since they speak for 

God, they have the assurance that the One on whose behalf 

they speak is faithful to protect them from whatever hostilities 

they encounter. The Good News of salvation must be 

proclaimed whether or not it is accepted. Our Lord Jesus 

demonstrates this imperative in our gospel reading. After the 

skepticism of the people of his hometown and their lack of 

faith that prevented him from performing many miracles there, 

he still goes on to send his disciples out to preach repentance 

and to drive out demons. He tells them not to allow resistance 

or rejection deter them from this mission. He says, “Preach. If 

they don’t listen to you, shake off the dust from your feet and 

move on.”  This was the same mission he entrusted to them 

after his resurrection when he commissioned them to go make 

disciples of all nations. This is the mandate that we have all 

received. We are to go tell everyone we meet about the love of 

God, and our experience of this love. We must know that not 

everyone will accept the gospel. But we must preach it 

nevertheless. 

We evangelize by proposing the gospel not by imposing it. The 

Christian does not bring people to knowledge of the love of 

God by coercing them into acceptance. We proclaim the good 

news by words, and even more by our lives. The former, 

though necessary, is often not sufficient to win hearts and 

minds. This is why James says faith without good works is dead 

(James 2:14). While we cannot dismiss the significance of 

verbal communication of the Word of God, we must also see to 

it that our lives are in harmony with the gospel we proclaim. 

This gives more credibility to the faith we profess. 

Like Ezekiel from last weekend’s readings, and like Amos from 

this weekend’s reading, the Lord calls you and me, no matter 

our profession, to go proclaim the Good News. Will your 

response be affirmative? Will you trust in the one who sent you 

or rather be preoccupied with the response of those to whom 

you are sent? This week, make it a goal to share your faith with 

those whom the Lord brings your way.  

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 
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We are a community that worships together... 

Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; 

Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10; Mk 6:7-13 

Monday Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; Mt 10:34—11:1 

Tuesday  Saint Henry 

Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 

Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7; Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church 

Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27; 

Mt 11:28-30 

Friday Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Ex 11:10—12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc, 

17-18; Mt 12:1-8

Saturday Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1 and 23-24, 10-12, 

13-15; Mt 12:14-21

Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34 

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion.  

Introit: “As for me, I will appear before you in 

righteousness; I will be satisfied when your 

glory is made manifest.” (Psalm 17:15) 

Offertory: “Unto you, O Lord, have I lifted up my 

soul; O my God, I trust in you, let me not be put 

to shame; do not allow my enemies to laugh at 

me; for none of those who are awaiting you will 

be disappointed.” (Psalm 25:1-3) 

Communion: “The sparrow has found herself a 

home, and the turtledove a nest in which to lay 

her young: at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my 

King and my God! Blessed are they who dwell in 

your house, they shall praise you forever and 

ever.” (Psalm 84:4-5) 

Looking for some good music to listen to during 

the week? Check out our Spotify playlist! 

Featuring the set lists for our 8PM Mass, this is a 

great way to get to know the music you'll hear 

on Sunday night! 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus summons the Twelve and sends them out to 

preach repentance, drive out demons, and heal the sick. There are 

wonderful songs we sing from our blue hymnals about sending. “We Are 

Called” tells us to act with justice, to love tenderly, to serve one another, 

to walk humbly with God. The refrain of another speaks of going. “Here I 

am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go, Lord, 

if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.” A well-worn hymn, 

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace,” speaks of bringing love where there 

is hatred, hope to where there is despair, faith where there is doubt, joy 

where there is sadness. 

Do we hear God calling us, because God is calling? Are we 

ready to be sent, or are we too busy? In a world with so much 

hatred, despair, doubt, and sadness, are we caught up in them 

ourselves, or are we voices of love, hope, faith, and joy. 

Discipleship calls for faith with commitment. 
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

This month the Knights of Columbus recognize 

the Royeca Family: Arnold, Mariflor, Matthew, 

Peter, and Timothy. The Royeca’s are dedicated 

to serving our parish through their involvement 

in the Welcome Retreats, liturgical ministries, 

and  Filipino community events; as well as the 

local community, whether at Hope Mission, 

Habitat for Humanity, or Our Lady of the Road. 

Arnold and Mariflor also share the love of Christ 

through their work as a physical therapist and a 

nurse, respectively. 

May the Lord bless the Royeca Family for their 

witness of the joy and love that radiate from 

lives lived for the Gospel!

Very few Catholic couples choose to walk down the road of natural family 

planning, and those who do often feel frustrated, isolated, and confused. 

We want to be a refuge of what can be a “storm”: faithful discipleship in 

marriage, and that includes what happens in the bedroom. Perhaps you’re a 

hyper-fertile married couple struggling to make ends meet while balancing 

the constant unwelcome comments about your family size, or you’re 

carrying around the unknown, silent grief of recurrent miscarriage. Maybe 

you’re struggling to carry the cross of infertility with joy, all the while 

trying to brush off the assumptions of others that you’re using hormonal 

birth control and well-meaning advice that stings rather than soothes.

We know that resources about NFP are limited, and many paint a picture of 

NFP that does not line up with a couple’s lived experience of it. We want to 

“get real” about the good, the bad, and the ugly of letting God plan our 

families. Particularly, we want to hone in on one reality: the power of 

Christ’s redemption when our marriage begins to feel a lot like a 

crucifixion. Jesus isn’t done yet. He has so much good yet to do!

During this “Year of the Family,” we want to offer a whole week of 

encouragement to these couples, to let you know you’re not alone. Your 

family is important and loved, and so walking with you through these 

topics is important to us as a parish family and as a Church. 

The Religious Ed program is in need of short 

bookcases (no taller than 4 ft high) and wooden 

side tables for our Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd Atrium. To donate, contact Quinn 

Pillari at qpillari@gmail.com. 
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We are a community that serves the poor...

Catholic Charities is growing and has several positions available working 

from the South Bend office: Community Service Case Manager, School 

Counselor, Addiction Counselor, Clinical Liaison and Mental Health 

Counselor. Interested candidates will find a full job description and 

minimum qualifications by visiting our website at: www.ccfwsb.org/

careers. 

In June, the Outreach Program provided 

$7,250.58 in assistance to 31 families or 

individuals for 36 accounts. Although this was 

an increase from May, the impact of stimulus 

checks and tax returns were still impacting the 

overall amount of assistance. Some folks were 

directed to the Covid Emergency Assistance 

Program. And callers with children were 

informed of the Child Tax Credit programs 

beginning July 15. But there were plenty of 

people who were “falling through the cracks.”

A man called who couldn’t find regular 

employment but did various odd jobs. The 

mother of his two children was incarcerated and 

his 80-year-old mom helped a little. He hadn’t 

asked for help in ten years, but had to now to 

avoid disconnection. A woman needed help with 

her utilities because she was still unemployed, 

her daughter lost her job, another daughter was 

bedridden by pregnancy complications and 

couldn’t work, and her son was laid off at a 

factory.

Thank you for lightening their burdens through 

your generosity.

Over the last ten weeks, we have explored the book, “The Ten Green 

Commandments of Laudato Si’” by Fr. Joshtrom Isaac Kureethadam. We 

would like to end this series with a segment of his conclusion.

“The contemporary ecological crisis, in fact, lays bare precisely our incapacity 

to perceive the physical world as impregnated with divine presence. We have 

swapped the lofty vision of the physical world as God’s own abode, sanctified 

by the incarnation of the Son of God, with the one-dimensional mechanistic 

outlook of modernity. Accordingly, the physical world gets reduced to a mere 

storehouse of resources for human consumption, just real estate for market 

speculation. It is such a reductive perception of the physical world which has 

enabled both materialistic and neoliberal economic systems, aided by modern 

technology, to ravage our home planet. Through pollution of the planet ’s 

land, air, and waters, we have degraded our common home that is also God ’s 

own home. We have turned this sacred abode into a marketplace.”

Indifference, hopelessness, and inaction are not options. We must trust in 

God’s goodness and mercy. Even seemingly small actions can make a 

difference. Remember what Jesus did with five loaves of bread and two 

fish. And remember the parable of the mustard seed: a small seed planted 

becomes a large tree. But it must be planted, and so we must act.

Option 1: Learn more about what we can do by 

attending the virtual conference: “Laudato Si’ 

and the U.S. Catholic Church: A Conference 

Series on Our Common Home.” Registration is 

still open for the July 13-15, 2021 free virtual 

gathering. You can attend all or parts. For more 

information and to register, go to the Little 

Flower website - littleflowerchurch.org -- and 

select "Social Justice Commission" under the 

heading "Serve with Us."

Option 2: View the panel discussion that was 

sponsored by Little Flower on May 27. Follow 

the above directions. There you will find the 

link.



Tony's Mobil Service 
(See their ad on the back cover)

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God.

Join Redeemer Radio 95.7FM for an evening of 

food, drink and Bocce on Monday, August 2nd at 

St. Joe Farm in Granger. Create your own team 

and compete against Bishop Rhoades and other 

area Catholics in the 4th annual Redeemer 

Radio Viva Bocce Classic. Dinner and open bar 

comes with each ticket! Young adults 21-35 are 

half price. For those that can make it, there will 

be a Mass before the event celebrated by Fr. 

Jacob Meyer and Fr. Ben Muhlenkamp. For more 

information and to signup, visit https://

www.redeemerradio.com/bocce2021sb/ or call 

574-855-1587.

Launching on Wednesday, 

July 28, 2021!

Tuesdays, July 20 - August 17, 6:30pm

St. Therese the Little Flower Church, South Bend

Join us for a Catholic speaker series for young adults in their 20s & 30s, 

single and married, to share in food, fellowship, and faith!

We will gather in-person and outdoors for the summer series. The church 

grounds include a nice grassy area for spreading out. Each speaker session 

will include live music by talented local young adults, a food truck, and an 

engaging talk followed by discussion.



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929
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