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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ............................................... After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, July 31 

 8:00 am  Jared Page  

 5:30 pm Leonard & Rosemarie Buszkienwicz 

 

Sunday, August 1 

 9:00 am Brian Garland 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Jenny Peterson & her family 

 

Monday,  August 2 

 8:30 am Tobias Maximilian Markovich 

 

Tuesday,  August 3 

     8:30 am Ruthanne Seitz 

 

Wednesday, August 4 

 8:30 am Geraldine Stevens 

 

Thursday, August 5 

 8:30 am Dave Miller 

 

Friday, August 6 

 8:30 am Geraldine Stevens 

 

Saturday, August 7 

 8:00 am  Charles Hurley, Jr. 

 5:30 pm Ann Graf 

 

Sunday, August 8 

 9:00 am Ron Mudwilder 

 11:30 am Betty Gough 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

My dear parishioners, 

  

It has become expedient that I address the rather disturbing 

occurrence at our weekend liturgies where a parishioner makes 

some distracting sounds as if having a religious experience 

right after the Gospel is proclaimed and at the beginning of 

the homily. Since my arrival, this has occurred on three 

different Sundays, and I cannot but imagine how parishioners 

and visitors feel when this occurs. I want you to know that I am 

bothered by it as much as many of you are. I am also mindful 

of our vocation as Christians to be charitable to this 

parishioner, seeing that she is a child of God and infinitely 

loved by God. I have spoken with this parishioner and 

specifically expressed my displeasure at this behavior and how 

disruptive it has become of our weekly liturgies. And I have 

asked her to discontinue, but she seems to think that it is 

beyond her control, advancing religious argument in favor of a 

divine origin for this behavior.  

  

Could this parishioner be genuinely under some divine 

influence when she disrupts our weekend liturgies? This is a 

question I have reflected on for a while. For me, the behavior 

and timing of this incident is suspect. And sacred scripture is 

replete with evidence that God will not contradict himself 

because God does not operate in disorder. When some in the 

crowd accused our Lord Jesus of casting out demons by the 

power of Beelzebub, the prince of demons, his response was: 

“Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste and 

house will fall against house” (Luke 11:17). By this logic, God 

cannot work against himself. If the Holy Mass is of God, it 

would therefore stand contrary to reason that the Spirit of God 

would incite what disturbs and/or detracts from the decorum 

that should characterize any Eucharistic assembly. On this 

matter, the words of St. Paul, when he speaks of the order that 

must exist in the church, are instructive. In the passage where 

he speaks about prophecy and utterances said to have divine 

provenance, he writes, “Indeed the spirits of prophets are 

under the prophets’ control, since he is not the God of disorder 

but of peace” (1 Cor. 14: 32-33). 

If we were to admit that this behavior is from God, what could 

be the purpose and/or use for it within the holy sacrifice of the 

Mass? What could God be communicating? St. Paul again 

admonishes that where the interpretation of a tongue is not 

possible the wise thing is for anyone so gifted to keep silent in 

church and speak to themselves and to God since tongues are 

intended to build up and not to tear down the church (cf. 1 Cor 

14: 28). In this peculiar case, it is not difficult to surmise that 

no one profits from such an outburst of purported tongue. And 

since we have the instruction from St. John to test all spirits to 

see whether they are from God (1 John 4:1), I have been doing 

some discernment, and seeking counsel with those with 

expertise and knowledge about these matters. We can only 

hope for positive outcomes. 

  

I would like to commend and thank our vigilant and helpful 

ushers and parishioners who have helped take care of this 

parishioner when such incidents occur. I apologize that your 

participation at the liturgy is disrupted every time this incident 

occurs. My apology also goes to anyone who might have had 

some difficulty with this incident. It is my hope that our 

collective concern for the good of this parishioner and for all 

of us would motivate us to intensify our prayers for a 

resolution of this situation. 

  

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

  

With blessings from my heart, 
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We are a community that worships together... 

Sunday  Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54;  
   Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35 
 
Monday  Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop; Saint Peter 
   Julian Eymard, Priest 
   Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17;Mt 14:31-21 
 
Tuesday  Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13; 
   Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14; 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest 
   Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; 
   Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23; Mt 15:21-28 
 
Thursday The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major 
   Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 16:13-23 
 
Friday  Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

   Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16- 19; Mk 9:2-10 
 
Saturday Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions, 
   Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest 
   Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3c-4, 47 and 51; Mt 17:14-20 
 
Sunday  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
   Eph 4:30—5:2; Jn 6:41-51 

 

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion.  

 

Introit: “O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, 

make haste to help me; let them be put to 

confusion and shame, my enemies who seek my 

life.” (Psalm 70:2-3) 

 

Offertory: “Moses prayed to the Lord his God, 

and said; Moses addressed this prayer to the 

Lord his God, and declared: ‘Why, O Lord, is your 

anger enkindled against your people? Let the 

wrath your mind has conceived cease. 

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to whom 

you swore to give a land flowing with milk and 

honey.’ And the Lord was dissuaded from 

accomplishing the evil which he had threatened 

to inflict upon his people.” (Exodus 32:11-14) 

 

Communion: “You gave us bread from heaven, O 

Lord, having in it all that is delicious, and the 

sweetness of every taste.” (Wisdom 16:20) 

This month’s topics: some explanation about 1) the order of the Offertory and Communion music at Mass, and 2) the vision for the parish 

choirs.  

 

You may have noticed in the past couple of weeks that we have restored the Offertory hymn sung during the collection. During Covidtide, 

when no collection was taken, the limited time for the Offertory allowed only enough space to sing the Proper antiphon prescribed by the 

Church. With the restoration of the collection, I am happy that we are all able to sing an Offertory hymn together as well. 

 

Astute observers of the liturgy will also notice that the order of the Communion Proper and hymn have switched: now we sing the Proper 

prescribed by the Church first, followed by a hymn. This is to more closely observe the instruction given for the liturgy, which says that “the 

antiphon with its Psalm from the Graduale Romanum” (the Church’s official book of music for the Mass) be sung as soon as the priest receives 

Holy Communion, and that “if there is to be a hymn after Communion, the Communion Chant should be ended in a timely manner” so that “a 

hymn may also be sung by the whole congregation” (cf. GIRM 86-88). 

 

In other exciting news, I’m happy to announce that weekly rehearsals for the parish choir will begin on Wednesday, September 15, 2021 from 

6:00-7:15 PM in the church! Our goal at first will be to have the choir singing every other week, alternating between the 9:00 and 11:30 AM 

Masses. Having one choir alternate Masses allows us to have more people sing more music more beautifully than we would be able to if 

choirs were segregated by Mass time. All are welcome at our first rehearsal on September 15 - I hope to see you there! 

 

Peace, 

Daniel 
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

The Bread of Life discourse in John 6, in part in today’s Gospel, is perhaps 

the most profound and most beautiful words of all Scripture. The Eucharist 

is central to the life of Catholics and has healing power beyond any words 

or actions of believers. In his book, “Seven Hungers of the Human Family,” 

author Walter J. Burghardt, S.J. offers a profound explication of the 

Eucharist.

“For the hungers of the Christian family the Eucharist is not a luxury, some 

sort of dessert, icing on top of our Christian cake.” No, it is food in which 

we are “transformed into Him.” Not just for us. “It will be empty, will be 

hollow, unless we who feed on the Eucharistic Christ are ourselves 

eucharists for the life of the world.” It is a “presence of Christ’s whole 

person, a presence which leaps from love and leads to life, a presence 

which is a promise, a promise of good things our eyes have not yet seen, 

our ears not yet heard, blessings it has not entered our minds to imagine.”

Next week, we’ll explore that presence.

All young adults are invited to join us in our outdoor space this Tuesday,  

August 3rd at 6:30 pm for the next Theology on Tap event. The night will 

include musical entertainment by talented local artists Fleur (Tony Zinich, 

Abby Kyle, & Sam Morris) a food truck (Tacos Chumina ) with $1 tacos, and 

an engaging talk followed by discussion. This week’s talk “The Whole 

Christ: Sinners, Saints, & Sacraments” will be presented by Fr. Kevin Grove, 

CSC.

We are excited to announce that RE will be back 

to IN PERSON classes this year! 

Whether you are a returning family, a family that 

is new to the parish, or just looking for a new 

option for RE, you are invited to register your 

child(ren) for our program.

To register, you can scan the code below or visit: 

littleflowerchurch.org/childrens-religious-

education-program before September 1st.

We will have an open house on September 8th 

in the evening & classes will begin September 

12th!

Questions? Email Alexis Duffy, Director of 

Catechesis, at alexis@littleflowerchurch.org.
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We are a community that serves the poor...

In the past few weeks there have been families/

individuals asking for money in the parking lot 

or inside the church after weekend Masses. 

Please do not give individuals requesting 

assistance money, but refer them to call our 

Outreach Program (Whatsoever You Do) at 243-

3437. 

The Whatsoever You Do program is funded by 

parishioners and is set up for the purpose of 

helping those truly in need. Our program 

requires that everyone is to call the Outreach 

phone number to request assistance, this allows 

us to assist applicants equally and fairly, as well 

as to recommend other agencies and provide 

spiritual support. Our program is not equipped 

to help on the spot. There are other 

organizations in our community to help in 

emergency situations.

Now that it's spring, it is time to ask all 

gardeners who might be interested in adopting 

a garden patch on church grounds to contact our 

landscape coordinator/business manager Gail 

Waltman. The gardens will be cleaned and 

mulched by professionals over the next 

month. Volunteers are needed to plant, weed 

and water their garden patches throughout the 

summer. If you are interested in adopting a 

garden patch, please contact Gail 

at gail@littleflowerchurch.org or      574-243-

3443. 

Sensory-friendly Masses take place at St. John 

the Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne on the second 

Friday of each month. A sensory-friendly Mass 

provides a safe and comfortable setting for 

children and adults with sensory challenges, 

mental illness or any kind of disability. 

Livestream: facebook.com/belongingFWSB. 

Questions? Contact Allison Sturm at 

260.399.1452 or asturm@diocesefwsb.org, 

Shout Out to Brian Gring for the amazing job he did renovating the 

outdoor stage and benches!

This was Brian’s Eagle Scout project and he worked many hours replacing 

rotting wood boards, adding benches and a railing, sanding and painting. 

We are so fortunate that Brian chose the parish for his project. Thank you 

Brian for your talent and generosity! 

He is an ordained deacon with a deep and unwavering faith. 

His life has been full of suffering, but he has leaned on Jesus 

through it all. He came down with multiple sclerosis ten years ago and 

with kidney disease, he has lost several jobs. His wife died four years ago. 

Three months ago, he suffered a heart attack. He approached his mother 

and siblings for assistance, but they couldn’t help. Finally, he came to us 

for one of his utility bills.

Other than being an ordained deacon, his case is not unusual for us. So 

much sickness. So many disabilities. So many reasons for not being able 

to find work or get assistance through various government programs. In 

addition to providing some assistance, we guide them to other agencies 

and do our best to make them aware of government programs for which 

they might be eligible. Our assistance, which you make possible, helps to 

put some fight in folks to advocate for themselves.

Thank you for your continued generosity. It might sound overly dramatic, 

but you are saving lives.



Andrews Family Dentistry 
(See their ad on the back cover)

Barnaby’s pizza tickets are available with NO EXPIRATION DATE. Tickets 

make great gifts and support our parish!

You can purchase a ticket for a Large 3 topping pizza for only $12.00 (cash 

or check) at the Parish Office during normal business hours.

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God.

Looking for some good music to listen to during 

the week? Check out our Spotify playlist! 

Featuring the set lists for our 8PM Mass, this is a 

great way to get to know the music you'll hear 

on Sunday night!

We want you! We will begin a new Fraternal Year on July 1st. We are 

always seeking new members to join our order. If you are a Catholic 

gentleman of the age of 18 or older, I ask this question: Why haven’t you 

joined the Knights of Columbus? The Knights offer a chance to grow in 

your faith and serve your fellow Brothers and Sisters in serving one 

another. See any Knight if you wish to join, we would be glad to have you 

on our team. You can also visit kofc.org and join online, be sure to list 

Council 17043 as the Council you wish to join and we will reach out to 

you!

Election of Officers - Your Little Flower Knights of Columbus recently held 

an election of officers for the fraternal year of 2021-2022. The results are 

as follows: Grand Knight – Ben Janczewski; Deputy Grand Knight – Brian 

Peterson; Financial Secretary – Nevin Siqueira; Treasurer- Craig Phillips; 

Recorder- Jerry Zent; Advocate- Vince Feck; Chancellor- Jerry Espiritu; 

Warden-Alan Chamblee; Inside Guard- Art Zielinski; Outside Guard- Scott 

Smithburn; Third Trustee- Todd Elliott; Second Trustee-Rick Alexander; 

First Trustee- Mikel Hogan. Congratulations to all!

Installation of Officers: This event will take place at Little Flower 

immediately following the 11:30 Mass on Sunday August 1st. All 

parishioners are invited and encouraged to attend and view this important 

event. There will be refreshments immediately following the event in the 

Parish Center again all are invited to attend. This is the official installation 

of all Officers for the new fraternal year.



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929
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