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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .................................................................. After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, August 14 

 8:00 am  Maurice Sheseese  

 5:30 pm Greg Calhoun 

 

Sunday, August 15 

 9:00 am Norma Miller 

 11:30 am Shannon Rouston 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  August 16 

 8:30 am Intentions of Katie Schwab 

 

Tuesday,  August 17 

     8:30 am Geneva E. Smith 

 

Wednesday, August 18 

 8:30 am Geraldine Stevens 

 

Thursday, August 19 

 8:30 am Dustin Daily 

 

Friday, August 20 

 8:30 am Walter Benninghoff 

 

Saturday, August 21 

 8:00 am  Intentions of Fr. Terry Coonan, Jr.  

 5:30 pm Esther Dollie 

 

Sunday, August 22 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Patricia Fewell 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

My dear parishioners, 

 

Greetings of peace and goodwill to you and your households! 

Last weekend we had our parish summer picnic. It was such a 

wonderful opportunity to meet with some of our parishioners. I 

had so much fun, and I am sure those who were able to attend 

did likewise. We even had music provided by Kevin & Lynda 

Gring. How cool! I wish to express my gratitude to our staff 

and all who volunteered their time and resources to make the 

event a huge success. Thank you to all who brought side 

dishes as well. We pray for more opportunities to fellowship 

together as a parish community.  

 

We received the donation of a beautifully crafted stand for the 

thurible (censer). It was designed and donated by Bill and 

Linda Conyers. They had observed some weeks ago that the 

old stand was not befitting for our parish, and they asked me if 

they could do something about it. Thank you for making good 

your promise to provide us with a new and more presentable 

one. Also, we received some cash donation from Joan Lennon, 

a long time parishioner who just returned to the parish. May 

the Lord bless you for your generosity. You are examples to us 

all of generosity to God and his church.  

 

This Sunday we commemorate the Solemnity of the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is also the 12th 

Anniversary of my ordination to the Priesthood. I am amazed at 

what great treasures the Lord has entrusted to a fragile vessel 

like me. I ask your prayers that I may continue to be a disciple, 

following only wherever the Lord leads. My gratitude to the 

Filipino community of our parish for volunteering to host a 

brunch after the 11:30 a.m. Mass in my honor.   

 

Pope Pius XII defined the dogma of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin on November 1, 1950 in a bull titled 

Munificentissimus Deus (The most bountiful God). The 

definition of a dogma puts a seal on a teaching as irrevocable, 

and therefore cannot be subject to further debates. Usually, 

when the church defines a teaching as a dogma, it is to clarify 

such teaching as what the church has always held to be 

divinely revealed and believed. This does not mean the 

invention of a new teaching, but the clarification of a 

previously held teaching, but which, on the basis of modern 

realities, is deserving of definitive affirmation.   

 

The Church teaches that the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary is a consequence of her Immaculate Conception. It is 

totally the work of God. In the bull defining the Immaculate 

Conception as a dogma to be firmly and constantly believed by 

all the faithful, Ineffabilis Deus (Ineffable God), Pope Pius IX 

emphasizes that Mary’s immaculate conception is a gift given 

by the Omnipotent God. Just like all graces, this extraordinary 

grace is given through the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of 

all. In Mary’s case, this grace was given in view of her role in 

the history of salvation. God gave the Blessed Virgin Mary this 

grace, which protected her from personal sin, from the very 

first moment of her conception. She was radically redeemed, 

so she would be the worthy mother of God, and an example to 

us of the new creation, which is the goal toward which all 

humanity should tend.  

 

The Second Vatican Council, in its Dogmatic Constitution on 

the Church, Lumen Gentium, 56, speaks of the Blessed Mother 

as “all holy and free from every stain of sin, as though 

fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature.” 

Because death is the wages of sin (Romans 6:23), and Mary is 

without sin, it seems to me that it would be alien to God’s 

character to allow his holy one experience the effects of sin, 

which is death and corruption or decay (Psalm 16:10). The 

death being referred to here is the spiritual death, which is the 

fate of the damned.  

 

Pope Pius XII reminds us that what we commemorate in the 

Assumption is “not simply the total absence of corruption from 

the dead body of the Blessed Virgin Mary but also her triumph 

over death and her glorification in heaven, after the pattern set 

by her only Son, Jesus Christ” (cf. Munificentissimus Deus, 20). 

We see a pattern for all of us Christians, who believe in Jesus 

and strive to follow him as his disciples. When our own earthly 

lives come to an end, we would be united with the Lord again 

in our heavenly homeland. Jesus promised that he was going 

to prepare a place for us, and when everything is ready he 

would come to take us home (John 14:3). While we live in this 

world, this promise of Jesus should set our hearts afire with a 

lively faith, without which no one can please God (Hebrews 

11:6). It should ignite hope in us. And hope does not 

disappoint (Romans 5:5). And it should inspire in us love for 

God and for one another. We see in the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary a glimpse of what our own ends would be. 

Although we might not all be assumed body and soul into 

heaven, we are confident that the Lord would come for us, just 

as he did Mary, who is the model of the Church, and the proto-

disciple of Jesus.  
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We are a community that worships together...

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The Proper texts which will be chanted 

by a cantor are the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist), and Communion. 

Vigil

Introit: “All the rich among the people will implore your countenance. Virgins will be brought to the king in her retinue; her 

companions will be taken to you in gladness and rejoicing.” (Psalm 45:13, 15-16)

Offertory: “Blessed are you, O Virgin Mary, for you have carried the Creator of the universe; you gave birth to your Creator and 

you remain a virgin for all eternity.” (Beata es, Virgo Maria)

Communion: “Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary, who has carried the Son of the Eternal Father.” (Luke 11:27)

Mass of the Day

Introit: “A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet; and on her head,  

a crown of twelve stars.” (Revelation 12:1)

Offertory: “Mary has been taken up into heaven; the angels rejoice, praising the Lord and blessing him, alleluia.” 

(Assumpta est Maria)

Communion: “All generations shall call me blessed, for he who is mighty has done great things on my behalf.” (Luke 1:48-49)

Looking for some good music to listen to during the 

week? Check out our Spotify playlist! Featuring the 

set lists for our 8PM Mass, this is a great way to get 

to know the music you'll hear on Sunday night!

In a world where the challenges to live our faith are becoming greater 

and greater, we are tempted to feel powerless. However, we have a 

power not known to the world.  The power of the Heavenly Hosts!  St. 

Monica is the patroness of those fallen away from the faith, abuse 

victims, alcoholics, drug addicts, and all mothers...what a patroness to 

call upon in this world!  If you would like your loved ones enrolled in 

her Novena, which begins on August 19th and ends on the 27th, 

stop by St. Monica Catholic Church. There is a book of intentions by 

her statue.  Prayers will be offered each night at 6pm. Call upon the 

Heavenly Hosts, and especially St. Monica, that all God's children may 

know the freedom that comes from faith in His Son. 
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which we 

celebrate today, reminds this writer of the many titles that have been given 

to Mary. Perhaps the most well known is Blessed Mother, coming straight 

from the words of Mary in today’s Gospel: “From this day all generations 

will call me blessed.” One could argue that the most important title given 

to her is “Theotokos,” which means “God bearer.” For this writer, one that 

makes her totally accessible, from a human perspective, is “Comforter of 

the Afflicted.” And indeed, that title can remind many of us of our own 

mothers when we were children – women who responded to our hurts 

with compassion, gentleness, and care. The title reminds us that she is the 

perfect intercessor for healing.

There are few words from Mary in the Gospels. Are not the ones from the 

wedding at Cana – “Do whatever he tells you.” – the most pertinent ones? 

Well, he has told us plenty, all summed up by his commandment, “Love 

one another as I have loved you.”

What could be more needed?

We are excited to announce that RE will be back 

to IN PERSON classes this year! 

Whether you are a returning family, a family that 

is new to the parish, or just looking for a new 

option for RE, you are invited to register your 

child(ren) for our program.

To register, you can scan the code below or visit: 

littleflowerchurch.org/childrens-religious-

education-program before September 1st.

We will have an open house on September 8th 

in the evening & classes will begin September 

12th!

Questions? Email Alexis Duffy, Director of 

Catechesis, at alexis@littleflowerchurch.org.
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We are a community that serves the poor... 

Through these final weeks of summer and into 

the fall we continue to ask all gardeners who 

might be interested in adopting a garden patch 

on church grounds to contact our landscape 

coordinator/business manager Gail 

Waltman.  Volunteers are needed to plant, weed 

and water their garden patches throughout the 

summer.  If you are interested in adopting a 

garden patch, please contact Gail 

at gail@littleflowerchurch.org or                   

574-243-3443.  

Sensory-friendly Masses take place at St. John 

the Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne on the second 

Friday of each month. A sensory-friendly Mass 

provides a safe and comfortable setting for 

children and adults with sensory challenges, 

mental illness or any kind of disability. 

Livestream: facebook.com/belongingFWSB. 

Questions? Contact Allison Sturm at 

260.399.1452 or asturm@diocesefwsb.org,  

Climate change is here to stay, not here today 

gone tomorrow. We need to be informed so that 

we can act effectively. The Indiana Catholic 

Conference is sponsoring a series on Pope 

Francis’ landmark encyclical letter, Laudato Si’. 

 

August 19 – Integral Ecology 

August 26 – Ecological Education and Action 

September 2 – Laudato Si in Indiana 

 

All sessions are virtual, free, and run from 12:00-

1:00. To register, select www.indianacc.org/

events OR go the Little Flower website -

 littleflowerchurch.org – and select "Social 

Justice Commission" under the heading "Serve 

with Us." Select the link provided. 

You are invited to experience the 2021 “Laudato Si’ and the U.S. Catholic 

Church” conference sponsored by Catholic Climate Covenant and 

Creighton University. In the session entitled, “Youth and Young Adults,” 

you will hear from many young adults that they do care and how they are 

involved. 

  

Beginning at the 45:30 mark, you will meet young leaders and learn how 

they got involved in the areas of Climate Spirituality, Sustainability and 

Simple Living, and Structural Advocacy and Social Action. The whole 

session provides valuable insights, beginning at the 5:30 mark. 

  

To access the Youth & Young Adults Session, go to the Little Flower 

website - littleflowerchurch.org – and select "Social Justice Commission" 

under the heading "Serve with Us." Select the link provided. 

Thank you to everyone who has continued to support our parish Food 

Pantry throughout the COVID pandemic and in these months of slowly 

reopening.  

 

A few updates on the current needs of the pantry: 

• Donations of clean, empty 1 dozen egg cartons  

• Small  (14 oz and smaller) cans of fruit  

• Hamburger helper or other skillet dinners 

• Manwich  

• Canned tuna/meat 

• Canned veggies 



Corpus Christi School 
(See their ad on the back cover) 

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God. 

 

St. Francis Convent is taking applications for the 

following positions: 

  

Full-time housekeeper – clean rooms, offices, 

chapel, lobby, bathrooms, shower rooms, 

etc.  Hours are 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. weekdays 

and Saturday; on Sundays the hours are 6:30 – 

2:30 p.m.   Requires weekend rotation and some 

holiday coverage. 

  

Part-time Cook position – someone with 

cooking experience for a large family or parish 

or community functions.  Requires excellent 

work ethic, trustworthiness, and a reliable 

character who gets along well with others and 

would appreciate working in a pleasant setting 

and being of service to the Sisters and guests in 

our Convent.  Primary shifts are 10:30 – 7:00, 7 - 

3:30 or 8 – 4:30 with weekend rotation and 

holiday coverage as needed by the Dietary 

Department. 

  

Full- or part-time dishwasher for St. Francis 

Convent Dietary Department.  A pleasant setting 

with a wonderful window view and competitive 

wages!   Requires weekend rotation and some 

holiday coverage.  

  

A full-time maintenance worker (this would 

include someone who has general knowledge 

and ability to perform and/or assist with a 

variety of building maintenance duties, 

including, but not limited to plumbing, 

electrical, boilerman back up, carpentry, 

mechanical, HVAC, pipefitting, carpentry, and 

other general duties.)  Requires weekend 

rotation and some holiday coverage. 

  

Also, a full-time Floor Crew worker (proper use 

and maintenance of scrubbing machines, 

buffers, and other electric and/or battery 

powered equipment.  Additional knowledge is 

necessary to provide for proper application and 

apportionment of the various chemicals and 

cleaning agents.) 

  

Interested applicants - Kindly contact Sister 

Jennifer at 574-259-5427 to arrange to pick up 

an application.  We can’t wait to meet you! 

Star Council – We would like to thank the members of our Little Flower 

family that continually support our activities and function thru donations, 

attendance at events and prayer.  We are proud to represent our Little 

Flower Family.  Your Knights of Columbus Council 17043 was chosen once 

again to receive the Highest Award from the Supreme Council.   Our 

Council was chosen to receive the 3rd Consecutive Star Council award, this 

is extremely rare. It was recently reported that only 15 Councils in the 

State of Indiana received this award!  This award is based on levels of 

activity performed by the Council.  Over the past year the Council has 

accomplished many activities including – Involvement in the Right to Life 

Movement by providing funds to purchase Ultrasound Machines, a Baby 

Box Initiative, Right to Life March and  establishing the Family of the 

Month Program. We also assisted in the collection and delivery of food 

with our food bank.  The list goes on and on.   Again, many thanks to all 

who supported our efforts.  May God continue to guide our Council. 

 

Father Julius Installed as our Chaplain – We are excited to announce that 

Father Julius has volunteered and approved by Bishop Rhoades to serve as 

our Council Chaplain.  We look forward to Father Julius as our Spiritual 

Advisor. 

 

 We want you!  We began a new Fraternal Year on July 1st.  We are always 

seeking new members to join our order.  If you are a Catholic gentleman of 

the age of 18 or older, I ask this question: Why haven’t you joined the 

Knights of Columbus?  The Knights offer a chance to grow in your faith and 

serve your fellow Brothers and Sisters in serving one another.  See any 

Knight if you wish to join, we would be glad to have you on our team.  You 

can also visit kofc.org and join online, be sure to list Council 17043 as the 

Council you wish to join and we will reach out to you!  Be sure to use  code 

McGivney2020 to save the application fee.  

 

 Soccer Challenge – The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Soccer 

Challenge.  We are looking for participants.  This competition is a function 

sponsored by our Supreme Council.  Winners at all levels will move on to 

the next level - Local, Regional, State and ultimately National.  We are 

seeking youth ages 9-14 that are interested in participating in this 

competition.  If you are or have a child that would like to compete in the 

competition, please reach out to Brother Scott Smithburn.  Brother 

Smithburn will administer this competition for our Council.  Brother 

Smithburn can be reached via email at irishman1991@gmail.com.  You can 

also contact our Grand Knight Ben Janczewski via email at 

wyotechben@gmail.com.  Please provide the contestant’s name, parent(s) 

names, phone and email means of contacting you.  We are really excited 

about this.  We also would like to give our athletes a heads up that we will 

also conduct a free throw challenge this winter/early spring. More 

information to come.  



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929
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