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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .................................................................. After 8:30 am Mass  

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Most Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays .......................................................... 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, August 21 

 5:30 pm Esther Dollie 

 

Sunday, August 22 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Patricia Fewell 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  August 23 

 8:30 am Special Intentions of Ryan Waltman 

 

Tuesday,  August 24 

     8:30 am William Lange 

 

Wednesday, August 25 

 8:30 am Living & deceased members of  

  the Christ Child Society 

 

Thursday, August 26 

 8:30 am William Lund 

 

Friday, August 27 

 8:30 am Pete & Lois Rumely on their 55th Anniversary 

 

Saturday, August 28 

 8:00 am  Anna Zent 

 5:30 pm Mary Springer 

 

Sunday, August 29 

 9:00 am Walter & Mary Romak 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Intentions of Winona Felicity Graf 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

It is my choice! 

 

My beloved parishioners,  

How often in our conversations do we hear the above 

expression or a similarly worded expression? To make a choice 

is to exercise the right to choose. This implies a degree of 

freedom from whatever could impede such choosing, as well 

as a freedom to choose one thing from the other. We must 

have heard someone say, or we might have said it ourselves, “I 

am free to do whatever I want…” Again, this is true, but the 

speaker must not forget that they are also responsible for the 

consequence of this freedom. What I am trying to point out is 

that freedom has a corollary – responsibility. We are free 

creatures; but we are rational creatures as well. Freedom is 

foundational to who we are as humans; but this freedom is not 

an absolute. Our freedom cannot be free-range and 

unbounded. It has limits. For example, my right to life does not 

entitle me to use that freedom at the expense of another. The 

freedom to do whatever I want does not extend to taking 

another person’s freedom to live. And because freedom is not 

an absolute, we cannot make a god of our freedom and 

worship only at the altar of license. We must always remember 

that our freedom is a gift, which, to be whole, must be put at 

the service of and regulated by right reason.  

 

God could have created us as robots, doing only whatever God 

wills. But in his inscrutable wisdom, God made us humans 

capable of willing and choosing the good. Since the fall of our 

first parents, this capacity to will the good has suffered a grave 

blow. Hence we continue to struggle with an ever-present 

inclination to evil. But thanks be to God, through the merits of 

Christ’s incarnation, and his redemptive suffering, death and 

resurrection, we have received abundant grace to live our lives 

in fidelity to God’s commands (Cf. John 1:16).  

 

In the first reading for this weekend, Joshua rallies the tribes. 

“Choose today,” he said, not tomorrow, not the day after. 

Today. The urgency of the choice does not allow for 

procrastination, as though delays could have perilous 

consequences. And the people wasted no time in choosing the 

Lord. They had seen all the wonders he worked, and they knew 

that the gods of the neighboring countries could not be 

compared to the God who delivered their ancestors from 

slavery at the hands of the Egyptians and fought their battles 

for them against their enemies.  

 

Like Joshua, Jesus challenged his disciples to make a choice for 

God. He had just told them he is the true bread come down 

from heaven, and unless they eat his flesh and drink his blood 

they would have no life in them. Does this shake their faith? 

Absolutely! Many stopped following him and returned to their 

former lives. But did Jesus back down on this challenge? 

Certainly not! Instead, he asked the twelve if they wanted to 

leave like the others. Notice that Jesus respected their choice, 

and did not stop them from leaving. This same Jesus invites us 

to be his disciples today. He is aware that we might refuse his 

invitation; but his joy would be that we respond like Peter, 

“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the word of eternal 

life…” He will not impose a choice on us. He wants our choice 

to be free and without duress.   

 

The difficulty of Jesus’ teaching that made the disciples leave 

him to return to their former life is not different from that 

which confronts us today. The dwindling in the number of 

Catholics who attend Mass regularly and live their lives in 

accordance with the teaching of the Church, and the drop in 

the number of Catholics who believe in the real presence of 

Jesus in the Eucharist, are only a few examples. Just like the 

disciples, we too are in a moment of crisis. And moments such 

as this require a choice, one that would determine the 

direction for our lives. We are invited to make our own Peter’s 

confession of faith in a moment of crisis. Peter could have 

gone with the crowd and walked out on Jesus. But because he 

was a man of great faith, he trusted in Jesus as the one whose 

word saves. And his confession emboldened the others who 

remained.  

 

This pandemic is not just a health crisis, but also a social and 

religious crisis. We all feel the pain this has caused us as 

individuals, families, church and society. Some Catholics are 

yet to return to Mass on grounds of health and other 

considerations. While this might be a choice for some, for 

others it is a necessity. We pray that the Lord would come to 

our aid and put an end to this pandemic for our good and the 

good of our world.  

 

When God created us, he made a definitive choice. He said,     

“I chose you.” He made us humans, and not robots, or any of 

the lower animals. That is a choice. Now, he wants us to 

choose him. Why do we delay? God accepts our choice of him 

and our love freely poured out, whether like deluge or morning 

dew. Today, as in the days in which Joshua lived, there are 

many who worship other gods: money, power, pleasure, 

comfort, security, self-interest, and countless others. We as 

present day people of God must make the definitive choice for 

the Lord, and say with Joshua and his people “We will serve 

the Lord.” This must be the fundamental motivation for how 

we live our lives.  

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 

 



Page 4 August 22nd, 2021 † 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time

We are a community that worships together...

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “Incline your ear to me, O Lord, and hear 

me; O God, save your servant who trusts in you; 

have mercy on me, O Lord, for unto you do I cry 

all the day.” (Psalm 86:1-3)

Offertory: “With expectation I have waited for 

the Lord, and he has cast his look upon me; he 

has heard my supplication and he has put a new 

canticle into my mouth, a song to our 

God.” (Psalm 40:2-4)

Communion: “The earth will be satisfied by the 

work of your hands, O Lord, as you bring forth 

bread from the land and wine to gladden the 

heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and 

bread to strengthen man’s heart.” (Psalm 104:13

We have two forthcoming trainings for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion. All current/former EMHCs must be re-trained in order to be 

reinstated.

Thursday, August 26th @ 6:00-7:00 PM

Saturday, August 28th @ 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Sunday Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 

18-19, 20-21, 22-23; Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 

25-32; Jn 6:60-69

Monday Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin

1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a 

and 9b; Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle

Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51

Wednesday Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest

1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab;Mt 23:27-32

Thursday 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17; Mt 24:42-51

Friday Memorial of Saint Monica

1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12; Mt 25:1-13

Saturday Memorial of Saint Augustine, 

Bishop and Doctor of the Church

1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Mt 25:14-30

Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5; Jas 1:17-18,

21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Please know that you are dearly missed and are continually being offered 

to God our loving Father in our thoughts and prayers, especially at the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Please continue to remember our whole parish 

family in your prayers! You are loved. 
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples... 

In today’s first reading from the Book of Joshua, he says to the people: “If it 

does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will 

serve….” Then he says, “As for me and my household, we will serve the 

Lord.” In our blue hymnals, there is a wonderful hymn entitled with the 

same words. 

 

“Wealth can be an idol built on gleaming gold, bringing dreams of 

paradise, futures bought and sold. Some will choose to gather it, all that 

they can hoard….” 

 

“Pleasure is a siren, promising the flesh brief relief from emptiness, a 

hiding place from death. Some will choose to chase it until it leaves them 

bored….” 

 

Serving the Lord isn’t lip service. It’s a commitment to give our lives to him 

with faith and action. It’s not either or, but both and. So we seek a loving 

and obedient relationship with Jesus Christ and we seek to serve through 

actions of charity and justice. It’s not either or, but both and. In a world 

desperately in need of healing, individuals and communities must do both. 

We are excited to announce that RE will be back 

to IN PERSON classes this year!  

 

Whether you are a returning family, a family that 

is new to the parish, or just looking for a new 

option for RE, you are invited to register your 

child(ren) for our program.  

 

To register, you can scan the code  

or visit: littleflowerchurch.org/

childrens-religious-education-

program before September 1st. 

 

 

We will have an open house on September 8th 

in the evening & classes will begin September 

12th! 

 

Questions? Email Alexis Duffy, Director of 

Catechesis & Family Ministry, at 

alexis@littleflowerchurch.org. 

All are invited to a 30 minute presentation of 

music and dance prayers by Wings of Dawn. This 

will be held in the backyard of St. Therese Little 

Flower Catholic Church on Sunday, September 

12, after the 12:30pm Mass.   

Get to know our Director of Catechesis & Family 

Ministry! 

 

How is Jesus challenging you to greater love in your current place in life? 

With the addition of little Dorothy and a promotion at work for my 

husband, I find myself being called to love my family domestically in a way 

I never have before. I have always seen myself as a Martha, working and 

cleaning instead of resting with Jesus. My natural motherhood trope is the 

mom on the go, but I feel Jesus calling me to rest with Him and with my 

family in a new way. 

 

What's your favorite way to spend a Saturday off? 

You can usually find me and my husband doing some sort of DIY home 

project during the day and then having a family movie night with our 

daughters. Currently we are cycling through Shrek (Monica’s pick) Harry 

Potter (dad’s pick) or some old school Disney (mom's pick) 

 

My morning routine consists of... so much chaos and a lot of coffee.  

 

I'm currently obsessed with... IKEA. 

 

My favorite part of my life right now is... watching my oldest become a big 

sister. 

 

I feel most inspired when... I have conversations with my daughter. 
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We are a community that serves the poor...

Thank you to everyone who has continued to support our parish Food 

Pantry throughout the COVID pandemic and in these months of slowly 

reopening. 

A few updates on the current needs of the pantry:

• Donations of clean, empty 1 dozen egg cartons 

• Small  (14 oz and smaller) cans of fruit 

• Hamburger helper or other skillet dinners

• Manwich 

• Canned tuna/meat

• Canned veggies

In July, the Outreach Program provided 

$7,587.96 in assistance to 32 families or 

individuals for 34 accounts. This was a slight 

increase from June. The number of calls remains 

down from the early days of Covid as 

government assistance programs have had an 

impact. But not for everyone.

One woman with three young children still has 

not received any funds from the Child Tax Credit 

Program. Her air conditioning was not working 

in her apartment, a window unit was installed 

that barely cools her apartment but added 

greatly to her electric bill. She is a sub-

contractor as a house painter, but hasn’t been 

able to work as her caregiver has been sick with 

Covid. She was about to be disconnected. Many 

have lost jobs because of Covid but despite the 

news of job availability, finding one has often 

been a struggle. Oftentimes the help we provide 

“buys time” for folks who are facing imminent 

disconnection.

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your 

consistent generosity.

It’s not too late to tune in the Indiana Catholic Conference series on Pope 

Francis’ landmark encyclical letter, Laudato Si’.

August 26 – Ecological Education and Action

September 2 – Laudato Si in Indiana

Sessions are virtual, free, and run from 12:00-1:00. To register, 

select www.indianacc.org/events OR go the Little Flower website -

littleflowerchurch.org – and select "Social Justice Commission" under the 

heading "Serve with Us." Select the link provided.

Here are a few quotes from Session One, some from Dr. Phil Sakimoto, 

others from Archbishop Charles Thompson of Indianapolis.

• We don’t have a choice regarding the science of climate change 

anymore than we have a choice concerning the laws of gravity.

• We need to move away from an economy of me, me, me and replace 

greed with love, replace hoarding with sharing.

• Common good pre-empts personal gain. We need to see the world as 

gift rather than a sense of entitlement. That starts with grateful 

hearts.

• Authority doesn’t come from power, but responsibility.

• Stewardship rather than dominion is a better understanding of the 

creation account.

• Earth is all we have. There’s no Plan B.

• Little actions add up. (NB: In future columns, watch for information 

on the Laudato Si’ Action Plan.)



Edward J. White, Inc. 
(See their ad on the back cover) 

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God. 

 

Star Council – We would like to thank the members of our Little Flower 

family that continually support our activities and function thru donations, 

attendance at events and prayer.  We are proud to represent our Little 

Flower Family.  Your Knights of Columbus Council 17043 was chosen once 

again to receive the Highest Award from the Supreme Council.   Our 

Council was chosen to receive the 3rd Consecutive Star Council award, this 

is extremely rare. It was recently reported that only 15 Councils in the 

State of Indiana received this award!  This award is based on levels of 

activity performed by the Council.  Over the past year the Council has 

accomplished many activities including – Involvement in the Right to Life 

Movement by providing funds to purchase Ultrasound Machines, a Baby 

Box Initiative, Right to Life March and  establishing the Family of the 

Month Program. We also assisted in the collection and delivery of food 

with our food bank.  The list goes on and on.   Again, many thanks to all 

who supported our efforts.  May God continue to guide our Council. 

 

Father Julius Installed as our Chaplain – We are excited to announce that 

Father Julius has volunteered and approved by Bishop Rhoades to serve as 

our Council Chaplain.  We look forward to Father Julius as our Spiritual 

Advisor. 

 

 We want you!  We began a new Fraternal Year on July 1st.  We are always 

seeking new members to join our order.  If you are a Catholic gentleman of 

the age of 18 or older, I ask this question: Why haven’t you joined the 

Knights of Columbus?  The Knights offer a chance to grow in your faith and 

serve your fellow Brothers and Sisters in serving one another.  See any 

Knight if you wish to join, we would be glad to have you on our team.  You 

can also visit kofc.org and join online, be sure to list Council 17043 as the 

Council you wish to join and we will reach out to you!  Be sure to use  code 

McGivney2020 to save the application fee.  

 

 Soccer Challenge – The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Soccer 

Challenge.  We are looking for participants.  This competition is a function 

sponsored by our Supreme Council.  Winners at all levels will move on to 

the next level - Local, Regional, State and ultimately National.  We are 

seeking youth ages 9-14 that are interested in participating in this 

competition.  If you are or have a child that would like to compete in the 

competition, please reach out to Brother Scott Smithburn.  Brother 

Smithburn will administer this competition for our Council.  Brother 

Smithburn can be reached via email at irishman1991@gmail.com.  You can 

also contact our Grand Knight Ben Janczewski via email at 

wyotechben@gmail.com.  Please provide the contestant’s name, parent(s) 

names, phone and email means of contacting you.  We are really excited 

about this.  We also would like to give our athletes a heads up that we will 

also conduct a free throw challenge this winter/early spring. More 

information to come.  

All couples celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th, 

60th, 65th or 70th wedding anniversary this 

year, along with their families, are invited to 

attend the Jubilee Anniversary Mass with Bishop 

Kevin C. Rhoades on Sunday, Sept. 19, at 11 

a.m. at St. Matthew Cathedral in South Bend. A 

ticketed reception will follow. Anniversary 

couples will receive a commemorative 

certificate and two free tickets to the reception. 

Additional reception tickets for family and 

friends may be purchased for $10 each. Children 

age 10 and under may attend the reception at 

no charge. To register, visit diocesefwsb.org/

anniversary-masses 

Do you LOVE your parish and Redeemer Radio?  

Sign up to be a parish pledge captain for Fall 

Sharathon today!  You would have minimal 

tasks and our staff offers support through each 

step.  Call 260-436-9598 and ask for 

Becky or go to www.redeemerradio.com and 

Click on the Pledge Captain Signup button at 

the top of the page.  



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929
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