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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, August 28 

 5:30 pm Mary Springer 

 

Sunday, August 29 

 9:00 am Walter & Mary Romak 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Intentions of Winona Felicity Graf 

 

Monday,  August 30 

 8:30 am 46th Wedding Anniversary  

  of John & Tammy  Schwab 

 

Tuesday,  August 31 

     8:30 am Helen Sharp 

 

Wednesday, September 1 

 8:30 am In Remembrance of Nolan Zent 

 

Thursday, September 2 

 8:30 am Josephine Germano 

 

Friday, September 3 

 8:30 am Evelyn Singleton 

 

Saturday, September 4 

 8:00 am  Charles Hurley, Jr. 

 5:30 pm Ely and Avic Bayot 

 

Sunday, September 5 

 9:00 am Robert Pruitt 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Special Intentions of Erin Waltman 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

Greetings of peace and good will to you and your households! 

 

The tension in the relationship between Jesus and the religious 

leaders of his day is once again highlighted in the Gospel 

reading for this weekend. In the question addressed to Jesus, 

the Pharisees ask: “why do your disciples not follow the 

tradition of the elders but instead eat a meal with unclean 

hands?” Given their disposition to Jesus, we could argue that 

they were not seeking for information as to why his disciples 

did not wash their hands before eating. They were essentially 

challenging Jesus’ ministry. It seems to be a common tactic to 

find faults in things a person does or neglects to do when one 

is unable to find fault in who they are. It is not unusual to 

receive criticisms from non-Catholics who accuse Catholics of 

observing human traditions. They refer to this passage of 

scripture as proof to repudiate our preservation of the 

teachings of the Fathers that have come to us through 

centuries. They seem to suggest that Jesus is against any 

tradition. But is this what we hear in the Gospel reading we 

have before us in this weekend’s liturgy? 

 

Jesus’ rebuke of the scribes and Pharisees did not constitute a 

repudiation of every tradition, as not every tradition is evil. But 

what do we mean by tradition? Tradition hands on something 

precious from one generation to the next. Jesus observed the 

Jewish tradition of going to the temple to pray. His apostles 

did the same. Jesus called the tradition of the Pharisees ‘the 

tradition of men.’ He distinguishes that from the tradition of 

God handed on to the people by Moses. The Pharisees were 

selective as to what Law of Moses they held on to. And their 

adherence to the law was informed by how suitable it was to 

promote their interest. This explains why Jesus was always at 

loggerheads with them. They imposed the observance on 

others but they were not careful to observe these same laws 

themselves. We are urged by the second reading from St. 

James to “be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding 

yourselves…” 

 

I wonder if Jesus would have been as frontal in his attack as he 

was with the scribes and Pharisees had they kept God’s laws 

while observing what could be called human traditions. To 

hold on to human tradition while ignoring or abandoning the 

commandments of God is to misplace our priorities. Our lives 

are built around unwritten codes of behavior – we wake up at 

a certain time everyday, get a cup of coffee, or say our prayers 

(hopefully), get some exercise (my wish), get in our cars, drive 

to work using same routes, do same routine daily/weekly, shop 

at particular stores, buy particular brands of groceries, 

celebrate birthdays, give gifts or flowers to our loved ones, 

gather together for 4th of July or Thanksgiving, eat our 

desserts after meals, etc. These are some examples of 

traditions we have adopted without much questioning. They 

are human traditions. And to the extent that they do not 

prevent us from obeying God’s laws, they are not likely to 

attract condemnation from Jesus.  

 

Jesus rebukes the Pharisees as hypocrites, because they pervert 

God’s commandments to cling to human traditions. The word 

‘hypocrite’ that Jesus uses in speaking of the religious leaders 

comes from the Greek word for ‘actor’ or ‘stage player’. It 

means one who projects a persona other than who they really 

are. Many of us grew up loving a particular character in a 

movie, and we often experience some sort of cognitive 

dissonance when they acted a different character in another 

movie. This is possible because they were stage playing. We 

might all have an idea of what it is to be a fake, and we 

applaud people who are true to who they say they are even 

when their true selves leave something to be desired. In John’s 

gospel, Jesus addresses Nathanael, who had just dismissed 

Jesus on the basis of his native village, as someone who was 

‘incapable of deceit,’ or, in another translation, a man ‘in whom 

there was guile,’ ‘a person without duplicity.’ In today’s 

expression, we might say of someone by way of complement, 

‘what you see is what you get.’ At the heart of our calling as 

followers of Jesus is to be truthful rather than deceptive.  

 

Very often we get preoccupied with the externalities of 

religion but ignore the essentials. The Pharisees were 

particular about washing the outside of cups, jugs and kettles, 

and the washing of hands before eating, but ignored the 

commandment to love and the call to holiness. They 

publicized their prayers by loud and exuberant display of 

religiosity but dealt cruelly and unjustly with widows and 

orphans. As Jesus charges, they are the blind guides of the 

blind (Matt. 15:14) who would go through so much trouble to 

win a single convert, and then make them twice as fit for hell 

as themselves (Matt. 23:15)  

 

Like the Pharisees, we too could be bad actors. How often are 

we quick to see the bad in people and fail to acknowledge the 

good in them? Are we not quick to correct others’ perceived 

wrongdoing while failing to repent of our own wrongdoings? 

Jesus’ response to his interlocutors offers us a moment for 

deep reflection. Quoting Isaiah, he said, “this people honors 

me with the lips, but their hearts are far from me…” How are 

our hearts in sync with what we profess with our lips? In 

summary, there must be a harmony of creedal confession and 

the manner we live our lives. We cannot be Christians in name 

only, or just be badge-carrying members of a parish, when our 

lives are not transformed by the faith we profess.  

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 
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We are a community that worships together...

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I have 

called out to you all the day; for you, O Lord, are 

good and forgiving and plenteous in mercy to all 

who call upon you.” (Psalm 86:3, 5)

Offertory: “O Lord, look down in order to help 

me; let them be covered with confusion and 

shame who seek after my soul to take it 

away.” (Psalm 40:14-15)

Communion: “O Lord, I will be mindful of your 

justice alone; you have taught me, O God, from 

my youth; and so, unto old age and gray hairs, O 

God, forsake me not.” (Psalm 71:16-18)

Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5; Jas 1:17-18, 

21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Monday 1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13; Lk 4:16-30

Tuesday 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Lk 4:31-37

Wednesday Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10, 11; Lk 4:38-44

Thursday Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11

Friday Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, 

Pope and Doctor of the Church

Col 1:15-20; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 5:33-39

Saturday Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8; Lk 6:1-5

Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37

Please know that you are dearly missed and are 

continually being offered to God our loving 

Father in our thoughts and prayers, especially at 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Please continue 

to remember our whole parish family in your 

prayers! You are loved. 

The pews have been delayed due to the labor 

shortage as well as allocation of stain to the 

company refinishing the pews. The pandemic 

has affected the production and transportation 

of many products throughout the United States. 

We are in constant contact with the company 

and will keep everyone posted on the delivery 

of the pews.
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is pretty hard with the Pharisees and some scribes 

who were critical of him and his followers because they didn’t follow their 

accepted traditions and practices. Could we today not be condemned 

sometimes for the same thing? Not only “the way we’ve always done it,” 

but the ways of society. With the latter, how much do we let our politics 

inform our religion rather than our religion inform our politics?

In the Second Reading, we hear, “Be doers of the word and not hearers 

only; deluding yourselves.” Then we hear, “Religion that is pure and 

undefiled before God and the Father is to care for orphans and widows…

and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”

Widows and orphans then because they had no rights and no standing. 

Today, perhaps from our Service Prayer: the suffering, the sick, the hungry, 

the refugee, the lonely, the imprisoned.

Which brings us back to the question: How much do our politics and social 

ways inform our religion rather than our religion inform our politics and 

society?

Whether you are a returning family, a family that 

is new to the parish, or just looking for a new 

option for RE, you are invited to register your 

child(ren) for our program.

To register, you can scan the code  

or visit: littleflowerchurch.org/

childrens-religious-education-

program before September 1st.

We will have an open house on September 8th 

in the evening & classes will begin September 

12th!

Questions? Email Alexis Duffy, Director of 

Catechesis & Family Ministry, at 

alexis@littleflowerchurch.org.

Get to know our Director of Evangelization!

How is Jesus challenging you to greater love in your current 

place in life? Jesus has been revealing my strong tendency to 

choose myself over others. I’m trying to grow in living our 

parish core value of sacrificial generosity; one of the tag lines 

says “Jesus first, others second, I am third.” I want to “do nothing from selfishness 

or conceit, but in humility count others better than myself, not only looking to my 

own interests but to the interests of others” (Phil. 2).

What's your favorite way to spend a Saturday off?

I love starting my morning by taking my corgi, Biscotti, with me to Starbucks (she 

loves pup cups!) then doing a holy hour and workout with my husband, Zachary. I’ll 

do some organizing in the afternoon, and we love having quality time with good 

friends and family in the evenings. Our plan B is always to rewatch The Office. 

Steve Carrell never disappoints!

Fill in the blank...

My morning routine consists of… iced coffee, Mass, my holy hour and usually a 

discipleship meeting!

I'm currently obsessed with... Maverick City Music and Patrick Lencioni books.

My favorite part of my life right now is… building up our household leaders and 

preparing for household launch at our parish!

I feel most inspired when... I’m around holy women who call me on to “come up 

higher”: to love Jesus more, to be bolder in living His mission for my life, and to 

detach from whatever doesn’t lead me closer to Him. Holy friendship is the secret 

to holiness in my opinion!

Thank you to everyone who has donated 

financially to the parish over the past year. We 

know it has been a stressful year for families 

and your generosity has been 

overwhelming. Your continued support, 

whether small or large, enables the parish to 

continue its mission.
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We are a community that serves the poor...

If anyone is interested in 

assisting with the Blood 

Pressure Ministry after 

Masses one weekend a 

month please contact 

Lucy Ostrowski at         

574-277-1586. 

Thank you!

Join us at Southlawn Cemetery on the National 

Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children on 

September 18th, to honor the memory of the 

2,411 babies aborted and stowed in George 

Klopfer's garage and car trunk. We will have 

ministry leaders from the community lead us in 

prayer as well as time for worship with hymns. 

Our Church Outreach Coordinator, Mike Jacob, 

will lead the service.

For any questions, please contact Megan, our 

Program Manager, at 

programs@prolifemichiana.org or call our office 

for information. No registration required. Please 

share with your churches, small groups, 

ministries, family, and friends.

“The annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation offers to 

individual believers and to the community a precious opportunity to 

renew our personal participation in this vocation as custodians of 

creation, raising to God our thanks for the marvelous works that He has 

entrusted to our care, invoking his help for the protection of creation and 

his mercy for the sins committed against the world in which we live.” 

— Pope Francis

There will be a special collection on the 

weekend of September 4-5 to support the 

USCCB Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund 

which provides money to Catholic Relief 

Services, Catholic Charities USA and the local 

dioceses for emergency needs and long-term 

rebuilding and recovery needs. Funds will be 

used in response to the calamities in Haiti and 

other disasters that occur and will be distributed 

where they are most needed. 



Elkhart School of Music  
(See their ad on the back cover) 

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God. 

 

Star Council – We would like to thank the members of our Little Flower 

family that continually support our activities and function thru donations, 

attendance at events and prayer.  We are proud to represent our Little 

Flower Family.  Your Knights of Columbus Council 17043 was chosen once 

again to receive the Highest Award from the Supreme Council.   Our 

Council was chosen to receive the 3rd Consecutive Star Council award, this 

is extremely rare. It was recently reported that only 15 Councils in the 

State of Indiana received this award!  This award is based on levels of 

activity performed by the Council.  Over the past year the Council has 

accomplished many activities including – Involvement in the Right to Life 

Movement by providing funds to purchase Ultrasound Machines, a Baby 

Box Initiative, Right to Life March and  establishing the Family of the 

Month Program. We also assisted in the collection and delivery of food 

with our food bank.  The list goes on and on.   Again, many thanks to all 

who supported our efforts.  May God continue to guide our Council. 

 

Father Julius Installed as our Chaplain – We are excited to announce that 

Father Julius has volunteered and approved by Bishop Rhoades to serve as 

our Council Chaplain.  We look forward to Father Julius as our Spiritual 

Advisor. 

 

 We want you!  We began a new Fraternal Year on July 1st.  We are always 

seeking new members to join our order.  If you are a Catholic gentleman of 

the age of 18 or older, I ask this question: Why haven’t you joined the 

Knights of Columbus?  The Knights offer a chance to grow in your faith and 

serve your fellow Brothers and Sisters in serving one another.  See any 

Knight if you wish to join, we would be glad to have you on our team.  You 

can also visit kofc.org and join online, be sure to list Council 17043 as the 

Council you wish to join and we will reach out to you!  Be sure to use  code 

McGivney2020 to save the application fee.  

 

 Soccer Challenge – The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Soccer 

Challenge.  We are looking for participants.  This competition is a function 

sponsored by our Supreme Council.  Winners at all levels will move on to 

the next level - Local, Regional, State and ultimately National.  We are 

seeking youth ages 9-14 that are interested in participating in this 

competition.  If you are or have a child that would like to compete in the 

competition, please reach out to Brother Scott Smithburn.  Brother 

Smithburn will administer this competition for our Council.  Brother 

Smithburn can be reached via email at irishman1991@gmail.com.  You can 

also contact our Grand Knight Ben Janczewski via email at 

wyotechben@gmail.com.  Please provide the contestant’s name, parent(s) 

names, phone and email means of contacting you.  We are really excited 

about this.  We also would like to give our athletes a heads up that we will 

also conduct a free throw challenge this winter/early spring. More 

information to come.  

If you would like to pre-order our newest parish 

T-shirt, please come to the office! Shirts are 

$20. We will contact you when the order comes 

in. 

All are invited to a 30 minute presentation of 

music and dance prayers by Wings of Dawn. 

This will be held in the backyard of St. Therese 

Little Flower Catholic Church on Sunday, 

September 12, after the 11:30 am Mass.   



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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