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Pastor ................................................... Rev. Julius Okojie, Pastor 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, September 4 

 5:30 pm Ely and Avic Bayot 

 

Sunday, September 5 

 9:00 am Robert Pruitt 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Special Intentions of Erin Waltman 

 

Monday,  September 6 

 8:30 am Gill Foerster 

 

Tuesday,  September 7 

     8:30 am Barbara Warner 

 

Wednesday, September 8 

 8:30 am Intentions of Joseph Snyder 

 

 

Thursday, September 9 

 8:30 am Craig Spydell 

 

Friday, September 10 

 8:30 am Ron Mudwilder 

 

Saturday, September 11 

 8:00 am  Kathy L. Buszkiewicz 

 5:30 pm Betty & Bill Falvey 

 

Sunday, September 12 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Fr. Edward Rutz 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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A Letter from our Pastor 

Greetings to you my beloved parishioners, 

 

We thank God for the gift of human labor, which beautifies 

creation and provides for human needs. We pray that the 

unemployed and underemployed would find gainful and 

meaningful employment, and that the dignity of workers 

would everywhere be respected. I wish you all a blessed and 

restful Labor Day weekend, and safe journeys to all who would 

be traveling to visit with families and loved ones.  

 

The holiness of God is a central theme in the book of Isaiah. 

The prophet contrasts human sinfulness with the thrice-holy 

God whom he had seen a vision of. In the inaugural vision that 

began Isaiah’s prophetic ministry to the people of Judah, we 

read about his lament upon beholding in a vision the 

overpowering holiness of God. And he spontaneously 

confessed his unworthiness to behold God for he was a sinful 

man and lived among a sinful people. His confession of guilt is 

then followed by a purification ritual performed by one of the 

Seraphim, who touched his mouth with an ember taken from 

the altar (Isaiah 6:5-7). God’s holiness and majesty were such 

overwhelming themes such that political power and military 

might faded into insignificance. Isaiah called the kings of Judah 

to have faith and trust in God and not in military might. But 

they ignored him, and the consequence of this was grave. 

Judah was overpowered by the Assyrians and subjugated to 

paying a huge indemnity to the king of Assyria for its 

continued existence. Instead of trusting in the Lord, the kings 

trusted in human might. As a result, they were taken into 

captivity, first by the Assyrians, and later by the Babylonians. 

The text we have for our First reading this weekend promises a 

time of liberation from captivity, when the Lord, in keeping 

with his promise to their ancestors, would set them free from 

their oppressors. This deliverance would result in the reversal 

of fortunes, with visible signs such as the opening of the eyes 

of the blind and the ears of the deaf, the healing of the limbs 

of the lame and the loosening of the tongues of those who are 

dumb so they sing for joy, among others. These would not be 

on account of anything the people have done, but to show 

God’s fidelity to his covenant, and to manifest God’s glory and 

splendor. From the First reading and the Responsorial Psalm, 

we are called to praise the Lord who remains true to his 

covenant despite our infidelity by choosing to stray from the 

path of holiness. 

 

In the Gospel, St. Mark presents Jesus as the savior, who fulfills 

the prophecy given through Isaiah. Jesus heals a deaf man with 

speech impediment. This man was deaf, so, presumably could 

not have heard what Jesus said. He could not speak, so might 

not have been able to ask for help without some difficulty. He 

was dependent on others, who today brought him to Jesus. 

Jesus separates this man from the crowd. Why would he do 

that? Why heal this man in private? It seems this is connected 

with the theme of the Messianic secret. We had seen Jesus 

perform miracles in public, and with just a word of command. 

Why then did he choose to dramatize the cure of this man by 

putting his finger into the man’s ears and touching his tongue 

with spittle? Could it be to respect this man’s privacy, and not 

to irritate the onlookers who might have taken offense at this 

ritual? Was Jesus emphasizing the importance of touch in 

healing? Could Jesus not have done this healing in a more 

dignifying manner rather than his preferred use of spittle? We 

might never know what was in the heart of Jesus, and why he 

chose this tactile manner of healing on this occasion. But one 

thing is evident in Jesus’ action. He ‘looked up to heaven and 

groaned…” We are not told that Jesus prayed, but this gesture 

points to the intimacy between Jesus and the Father. It also 

signals that the power to cure this man did not come from his 

hand, which he put in his ears; neither did it come from the 

spittle with which he touched his tongue. The power for 

healing came from above. God is the source of every healing, 

and to him must the praise be addressed. Of course Jesus 

healed the man, but he did not want to draw attention to 

himself but to lead people to the Father, hence the admonition 

to tell no one. In the face of world events, the war in 

Afghanistan, the earthquakes in Haiti, the hurricanes in 

Louisiana, and the global COVID-19 pandemic, many of us are 

asking where does help come from? We can respond with the 

Psalmist that neither does help come from the mountains, nor 

from military might, or from science; our help comes from the 

Lord who made heaven and earth (Psalms 121: 1-2).  

 

Our readings for this weekend confirms to us that we serve a 

God in whom mercy and justice meet. Out of his mercy God 

cares for the plight of his people. He promises them salvation, 

and heals them of their infirmities. In his justice, he also does 

something about their condition, providing food to the hungry, 

restoring sight to the blind, making the deaf hear and the 

dumb speak, protecting strangers, setting captives free and 

caring for orphans and widows. In his authority as the Son of 

God, Jesus commands closed organs to be opened, and they 

yielded. This same Jesus is willing and able to open whatever 

is shut in our lives today, and every area of our lives that have 

not been yielded to the Lord, if we let him. He is able to open 

our eyes that we might behold God’s glory, our lips that we 

might proclaim it, our ears that we might hear God’s word and 

our hearts that we might ponder on it and keep it. In faith, we 

pray: “Ephphatha!” 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 
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We are a community that worships together...

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “You are righteous, O Lord, and right is 

your judgment; deal with this servant of yours 

according to your mercy.” (Psalm 119:137, 124)

Offertory: “I prayed to my God, I, Daniel, and I 

said: ‘Hearken, O Lord, unto the prayers of your 

servant, and cause your face to shine upon your 

sanctuary; look with forgiveness upon this 

nation over whom your name has been invoked, 

O God.” (Daniel 9:4, 2, 17, 19)

Communion: “Make vows unto the Lord your 

God and accomplish them, all you who gather 

around him to present offerings to the awesome 

God who takes away the life of princes; he is 

greatly feared, by all the kings of the 

earth.” (Psalm 76:12-13)

All are invited to a 30 minute 

presentation of music and dance 

prayers by Wings of Dawn. This will 

be held in the backyard of St. Therese 

Little Flower Catholic Church on 

Sunday, September 12, after the 

11:30 am Mass.

Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 2:1-5;

Mk 7:31-37

Monday Col 1:24—2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11

Tuesday Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11; Lk 6:12-19

Wednesday Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6c;

Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23

Thursday Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest

Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 6:27-38

Friday 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11;

Lk 6:39-42

Saturday 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7;

Lk 6:43-49

Sunday Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 50:4c-9a; Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9;

Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35

There will be a special collection on the weekend of September 4-5 to 

support the USCCB Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund which provides 

money to Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Charities USA and the local 

dioceses for emergency needs and long-term rebuilding and recovery 

needs. Funds will be used in response to the calamities in Haiti and other 

disasters that occur and will be distributed where they are most needed. 
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

The First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah speaks loudly. There is much in 

life today that is frightening. The number of sick and dying from Covid and 

its variants is surging. Hospitals and health care providers are strained 

beyond limits. The situation in Afghanistan is precarious at best. Hurricane 

Ida devastated parts of the Southeast, particularly in Louisiana. Our nation 

is fractured and angry. Trust has dissipated. But we hear Isaiah say, “Be 

strong, fear not! Here is your God…he comes to save you.”

Isaiah is speaking of Israel’s deliverance from Babylon, but his words are 

universal and forever. There is only one source of true peace, and that is 

God. Only God can give us peace in the face of sickness, death, insecurity, 

violence, upheaval, ignorance, and selfishness. So, first, we must turn to 

him. Trust! But that doesn’t mean we do nothing. As we were told in last 

Sunday’s Second Reading, we must be “doers of the word and not hearers 

only.” Compassion, kindness, generosity, and ultimately Jesus’ command: 

Love one another as I have loved you.

Choir rehearsals start this month! All are 

welcome to attend our first rehearsal, which will 

be Wednesday, September 15th from 6:00-7:15 

PM in the church. Of the many hats that I wear 

as a church musician, “choir director” is my 

favorite one! So I am very much looking forward 

to being back in front of a choir, helping to lead 

people in song for the glory of God and the 

edification and sanctification of the faithful.

Keep an eye out for more training dates for 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. All 

EMHCs who wish to serve are required to attend 

a training session. I will be happy to host as 

many sessions as necessary to ensure that 

everyone who would like to serve can be 

trained.

This month we have a handful of exciting feast 

days, and I would love to hear how you and your 

families are marking these occasions! Here are a 

few ideas:

September 8 is the birthday of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, and also the 131st anniversary of 

St. Thérèse’s profession as a Carmelite! Consider 

praying a rosary for Mary in gratitude for all of 

her sons and daughters who are cloistered 

religious.

September 14 is the Feast of the Exaltation of 

the Holy Cross, an excellent day to pray the 

Stations of the Cross. Servant of God Cora Evans 

(1904-1957), a mystic and convert to 

Catholicism from Mormonism, eventually started 

praying the stations backwards (from 14 to 1), 

because that’s the way the Blessed Virgin Mary 

experienced them as she had to walk home after 

the death of her Son. Powerful!

September 29 is the feast of the archangels, Sts. 

Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael. The theology of 

angels is one of the most fascinating corners of 

Church teaching! Get your feet wet by reading 

what the Catechism has to say about them: see 

paragraphs 327-336, 350-352, and 391-395.

The Knights of Columbus are pleased to announce that this month they 

recognize Vince & Maria Feck as the Family of the Month! Vince and Maria 

have been parishioners for over 30 years and have continually embodied 

the Core Value of Sacrificial Generosity by being heavily involved in many 

aspects of Parish life. Whether they are attending daily Mass together, 

tending the flower beds, advocating for Michiana Right to Life or running 

an activity with the Knights, you can count on Vince and Maria to bring the 

joy of Christ with them!

Please join us in congratulating the Fecks and asking God to pour out 

abundant graces on them! 
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We are a community that serves the poor...

If anyone is interested in 

assisting with the Blood 

Pressure Ministry after 

Masses one weekend a 

month please contact 

Lucy Ostrowski at         

574-277-1586. 

Thank you!

Join us at Southlawn Cemetery on the National Day of Remembrance for 

Aborted Children on September 18th, to honor the memory of the 2,411 

babies aborted and stowed in George Klopfer's garage and car trunk. We 

will have ministry leaders from the community lead us in prayer as well 

as time for worship with hymns. Our Church Outreach Coordinator, Mike 

Jacob, will lead the service.

For any questions, please contact Megan, our Program Manager, at 

programs@prolifemichiana.org or call our office for information. No 

registration required. Please share with your churches, small groups, 

ministries, family, and friends.

Thank you for your continued generosity to the 

Food Pantry! To best contribute to the mission 

of the Pantry please do not donate any food that 

is:

- past the expiration date

- damaged (dented cans)

- that you wouldn’t feed to your own family

Thank you!

The Knights of Columbus thank members of St. 

Therese Little Flower for the support of our 

recent Tootsie Roll Drive. Some of the 

donations collected enabled us to assist our 

local St Joseph Special Olympics program in 

their trek to Greenwood to compete in the 

annual Special Olympics Softball 

Tournament. The support was greatly 

appreciated and the leadership team expressed 

their thanks and appreciation!

Parishioner Bryan Edington, guitarist/singer/

composer, co-composed music for a 

documentary on the history of the St. Joseph 

River, titled “Then, Now and Always - The St. 

Joseph River Story." It is a new WNIT film that 

will be broadcast on channel 34.1 on Thursday, 

September 9 at 8:00pm. 

The University of Notre Dame is sponsoring a year-long series of 

discussions in their Notre Dame Forum entitled “Care for Our Common 

Home: Just Transition to a Sustainable Future.”

The first keynote event for this year’s Forum is on Friday, September 10, 

2021, at 3:00 p.m. in the Jordan Auditorium, Mendoza College of 

Business. Entitled “Call to Action: Crossing the Political Divide to Address 

Climate Challenges,” the program will feature NBC News’ chief 

environmental affairs correspondent Anne Thompson, ND ‘79, in a 

“fireside chat” with U.S. Senator Chris Coons, co-chair of the bipartisan 

Senate Climate Solutions Caucus. The discussion will explore how we 

can work together across political lines to build a sustainable future and 

the actions the U.S. government can take both domestically and 

internationally to make meaningful progress.

There is no cost and the public is invited.



Eye Care Associates  
(See their ad on the back cover) 

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God. 

 

All couples celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 65th, or 70th wedding 

anniversary this year, along with their families, are invited to attend the 

Jubilee Anniversary Mass with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades on Sunday, Sept. 

19, at 11 a.m. at St. Matthew Cathedral in South Bend or on Sunday, Sept. 

26, at 11:30 a.m. at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Fort 

Wayne. A ticketed reception will follow. Anniversary couples will receive a 

commemorative certificate and two free tickets to the reception. Additional 

reception tickets for family and friends may be purchased for $10 each. 

Children ages 10 and younger may attend the reception at no charge. To 

register, visit diocesefwsb.org/anniversary-masses 

St. Therese Little Flower Parish is on the Fall Sharathon Fri, Sept 17 from   

9-10 am – pray, pledge and listen to 95.7FM! You can also watch LIVE or 

on demand on Facebook and YouTube! Help Redeemer Radio in their 

mission to share Christ.  Go to Redeemerradio.com/Sharathon  or scan the 

QR code to donate, see the full schedule & find links. You can also call or 

text “GIVE” to 260.436.9598   Thank you! 

We are inviting everyone to participate and 

experience the JOY and Blessings 

in celebrating Our Blessed Mother Mary’s 

Birthday in her title of Our Lady of 

Penafrancia on September 11, 2021,Saturday at 

St. Thérèse, Little 

Flower Catholic Church in 54191 Ironwood Rd. 

So. Bend, IN 46637 . 

 

We will have our Holy Rosary and 9th day 

Novena , at 5 pm followed by 

Solemn Mass Procession with her Statue at 

5:30PM . 

 

We would like to invite families to bring Non-

perishable goods to donate to the 

Little Flower Church Food Pantry for the poor. 

 

Fellowship at the Parish Center will follow after 

the mass. Free Food and Drinks 

 

Filipino Delicacies will be served . 

 

“Our Lady of Penafrancia Devotion was 

originated from the Miraculous Statue of 

Our Virgen Mary with the child Jesus in her arms 

dug up with divine inspiration 

on May 19,1434 in Salamanca ,Spain . This 

devotion was brought in 1712 to the 

Diocese of Nueva Caceres, in Southern island of 

Luzon, Philippines through 

the Diocesan’s first Ordained Priest Fr. Miguel 

Robles, who was miraculously 

cured when he was very ill, after his family 

prayed and made a vow to construct 

Chapel in thanksgiving of sparing his life. Now, 

the Devotion to Our lady of 

Penafrancia has been extended all over the 

world.” 

 

May our Mother Mary “Ina” brings us closer to 

Jesus more and may we continue 

to LOVE and Glorify God through Jesus and 

Mary. 

We are excited to share with our Little Flower Family that the Knights of 

Columbus Council 17043 has finalized our Soccer Challenge 

Competition.  The Competition will take place on Saturday September 

25th, 2021 beginning at 10:00 AM.  The location of the competition will be 

at Boehm Park in Mishawaka, Indiana.  Boehm Park is located on the corner 

of Edison and Rose St.   This competition is open to youth ages 9-14.   We 

are hoping that our Parish family will assist in directing interested youth to 

contact either Scott Smithburn (Scott is Chair of this program) via email 

irishman1991@gmail.com  or Ben Janczewski (Grand Knight) via email 

wyotechben@gmail.com .  We will provide you with the application and all 

pertinent information to compete.  We will require a copy of each 

contestant’s birth certificate to validate the age.  Please inform any young 

Soccer enthusiast of this fun competition.  Our winner will go on and 

compete at District, Regional, State and ultimately National Competitions 

so long as they continue to win.  



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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