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Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, September 18 

 5:30 pm Carol Trzybinski 

 

Sunday, September 19 

 9:00 am Louis Pruett, Jr.  

 11:30 am Evelyn Singleton 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  September 20 

 8:30 am Frank Beidinger 

 

Tuesday,  September 21 

     8:30 am Josephine Germano 

 

Wednesday, September 22 

 8:30 am Intentions of Theresa Long  

 

 

Thursday, September 23 

 8:30 am Michael Reagan 

 

Friday, September 24 

 8:30 am MaryJo Bauters 

 

Saturday, September 25 

 8:00 am  Remedios A. Mediona 

 5:30 pm Mona, Jim & Richard Reilly  

 

Sunday, September 26 

 9:00 am Norma Miller 

 11:30 am Mary Gosc  

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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From the Pastor 

Greetings to you my beloved parishioners! 

 

The First reading for this weekend paints a picture of some 

scheming by evil people against one perceived as the just one. 

According to these unnamed wicked, the just one’s manner of 

being opposes theirs, reproaches them for transgressing 

against the law, and convicts them of violating their training. 

As such he rouses their ire. Instead of changing their conduct, 

they plot the downfall of this just one by mocking his high 

opinion of himself and testing his reliance on God. This, 

unfortunately, seems to be classical human behavior. How 

often do we get jealous when we see a brother or sister who is 

trying to live her or his Christian faith in all sincerity? Some of 

us even go to the extreme of maligning this seeming righteous 

brother or sister or even calumniate them because they chose 

to be different in the practice of their faith. Instead of 

humbling ourselves and praying to be true to our faith like this 

brother or sister is we prefer to assassinate their character or 

look for any weakness with which to undermine their 

genuineness. We see holy people as threats because they make 

us more conscious of our own sinfulness. And instead of 

humbling ourselves and asking God for mercy, we try to justify 

or rationalize our wrongdoing by painting these holy people as 

bad or less than they really are.  

 

Like the just one in the book of Wisdom, Jesus was perceived 

as a rabble-rouser, one that went against the norm. He was a 

pot stirrer of some sort, who did not fit into what was the 

acceptable way of being. And because he was a supposed 

misfit, he became a candidate for elimination. They reviled and 

tortured him, and the cross became their preferred way of 

getting rid of him. Jesus was aware of what fate awaited him in 

Jerusalem, yet he does not run away. In this weekend’s gospel, 

he continues to call his disciples to change their outlook about 

the messiah. In the gospel text for last weekend, he rebuked 

Peter for thinking as human beings do, and not as God does. 

The follow up question would be, how do human beings think? 

Peter had difficulty with imagining the compatibility of 

suffering with the idea of a messiah. Like him, many Christians 

today are unable to reconcile the idea of enduring a little 

suffering, even if it is for an honorable cause, with the idea of 

a good God. They are prepared to walk away from God if it 

entails any sacrifice. They forget so easily that a cross-less 

Christianity is a Christ-less Christianity. In order for us to 

contemplate this truth the church puts the cross before us in 

this month of September in the celebration of the Feast of the 

Exaltation of the Cross and the Memorial of Our Lady of 

Sorrows, both occurring on September 14th and 15th.  

 

This weekend we see another dimension of how human beings 

think. Human beings think more about preserving their 

relevance by inordinate pursuit of worldly power and position. 

Our preoccupation is with the here and now, and we lose sight 

of eternity. We want to rule the world and hold position where 

our influence would be most felt that we forget that the world 

and everything we desire in it are passing away (1 John 2:17). 

While Jesus was still speaking about his impending passion, 

death and resurrection, the purpose for his Incarnation, his 

closest allies were arguing about how they ranked in relation 

to one another. This jostling for position of importance is 

symptomatic of an orientation that was this worldly. Just like 

the Twelve, we who call ourselves Christians, or Catholics, 

fight and quarrel over things that are very worldly. We argue 

and quarrel over matters that are tangential to our salvation 

while leaving the weightier and most important matters. We 

are jealous when others are preferred to us or chosen before 

us.  We want to be the center of any discussion, and dominate 

any conversation. We think too much about ourselves and too 

little about others. We are not comfortable with difference and 

we seek to eliminate whatever is different or not in line with 

how we think things ought to be. The Lord reminds us today to 

be like little children. They are neither ambitious nor jealous; 

they do not scheme or plot evil against others who are not like 

them. We must never forget that we were not created for this 

world, but for the world to come. And we do not have a lasting 

city here, but we seek a city which is to come (Hebrews 13:14-

16). All these things, other than God, to which we attach too 

much importance, will not matter in the end. This awareness 

will help us think as God does, not as human being do.  

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 

 

Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us! 
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We are a community that worships together...

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “I am the salvation of the people, says 

the Lord; from whatever tribulations they cry out 

to me, I will give heed to them, and I will be 

their Lord forever.” (Psalm 37: 38, 40, 28)

Offertory: “If I walk in the midst of tribulation 

you shall preserve my life, O Lord; you shall 

stretch forth your hand against the fury of my 

enemies; your right hand has delivered 

me.” (138:7)

Communion: “You have ordered that your 

commandments be kept diligently; O that my 

ways may be guided towards the keeping of 

your statues.” (Psalm 119:4-5)

Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 2;12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-4. 5, 6-8;

Jas 3:16—4:3; Mk 9:30-37

Monday Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn,

Priest, and Paul Chŏng Ha-Sang, and

Companions, Martyrs

Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; Lc 8:16-18

Tuesday Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13

Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9; Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6

Thursday Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Lk 9:7-9

Friday Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4; Lk 9:18-22

Saturday Zec 2: 5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; Lk 9:43b-45

Sunday Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14;

Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Following the closing prayer at each Mass we pray the St. Michael Prayer together. If you would like to commit the St. Michael 

Prayer to memory, feel free to cut out this image and hang it where you and your family can pray it frequently.
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

People before projects. | Focused towards Jesus, together. | Owning our littleness. 

As we focus on Authentic Accompaniment as 

one of our Parish Priorities we need volunteers 

to get involved in the following ways:

Social Committee:

This team will plan and host social gatherings 

by bringing parishioners together to have fun, 

get to know each other and be social! We will 

host several events throughout the year to 

encourage fellowship and community.

Phone Bank:

The Phone Bank team will reach out to our 

parish families by phone on your own time 

and at your own convenience. This will be 

accomplished two times per year per family with 

simply a friendly "hello from Little Flower 

Parish", to check-in showing our interest in them 

and that we care about their welfare. Small 

gestures of kindness have the capacity to reap 

great rewards!

New Parishioner Match Program:

This team will connect companions of all ages 

to welcome new parishioners/families with an 

initial phone call and the further opportunity to 

build relationships over time. Matches will be 

made on occasional and as needed basis with 

the goal of connecting the new parishioners to 

companions within a 3 month time period. The 

New Parishioner Match Program will also host 

welcome brunches or other similar social 

events.

Please text, email, or call regarding 

your choice to serve:

Kerry Wallace, 

574.532.6282, wallace1236@att.net 

Launching in October: Households

Households are medium-sized intentional communities of parishioners (and 

their families) gathered under a particular charism and united under a 

community covenant. Households gather monthly in homes to eat, pray, 

and 'do life together'! Monthly gatherings are open to anyone: Catholics, 

non-Catholics, seekers, and those just curious about Jesus. Those who 

commit intentionally to a household will be encouraged to join a small 

group within their household which gathers biweekly.

The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed." 

Look for more information to come in the upcoming weeks, 

visit littleflowerchurch.org/households, 

or contact Abby (abby@littleflowerchurch.org) to learn more!
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We are a community that serves the poor...

If anyone is interested in 

assisting with the Blood 

Pressure Ministry after 

Masses one weekend a 

month please contact 

Lucy Ostrowski at         

574-277-1586. 

Thank you!

Catholic Charities’ South Bend office is growing 

and we are seeking candidates for several 

positions: Case Manager, Clerical/ Program 

Support, Therapist and Clinical Liaison. For 

more information about any position or to 

apply, please visit our website 

at: www.ccfwsb.org/careers. 

There are several job openings at St. Margaret’s 

House: Social Services Associate, Kitchen & 

Plant Manager, Executive Asst./Asst Director of 

Volunteers. Visit https://stmargaretshouse.org/

what-we-need for full job descriptions.

Or, learn more about how you can volunteer by 

visiting: 

https://stmargaretshouse.org/volunteer.

In August, the Outreach Program provided $5,570.63 in assistance to 29 

families or individuals for 32 accounts. The decrease was not because of a 

decrease in need, but because of scheduling issues; many families helped 

will be reflected in the September report.

Although job availability has increased, folks are being laid off because of 

the increase in Covid cases in the city and county. One man had a part-

time job as a security guard, but was laid off because of Covid for a 

couple of months. He’s returning to work, but is too far behind with his 

bills. Single parents particularly are struggling because of the conflicting 

demands of providing for their children with keeping them safe. One 

woman has been out of work for a while because of having to make 

constant trips to a hospital for her son to receive infusions for his 

condition. She used to be a social worker. “I always extended help.” But 

now she needed help with her rent.

Thank you for your faithful and ongoing support of people in need. You 

are a blessing, a lifeline for suffering people.

Our Used Clothing Department needs your 

donations! We need sizes 18 months to size 20 -

girls AND boys. We are in DESPERATE need for 

sizes 8 to 20. Pants, short and long sleeve shirts, 

sweatshirts, sweaters, and pajamas. We are also 

desperate for gently used shoes and boots, 

particularly small child sizes. Please consider 

donating your gently used items! 

For more information please check out our 

website about donations or contact us. Thank 

you! 

https://www.christchildsb.org/how-to-donate/



Forever Learning 
(See their ad on the back cover)

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God.

We are excited to share with our Little Flower Family that the Knights of 

Columbus Council 17043 Soccer Challenge Competition will take place on 

Saturday September 25th, 2021 beginning at 10:00 AM. The location of 

the competition will be at Boehm Park in Mishawaka, Indiana. Boehm Park 

is located on the corner of Edison and Rose St. This competition is open 

to youth ages 9-14. We are hoping that our Parish family will assist in 

directing interested youth to contact either Scott Smithburn (Scott is Chair 

of this program) via email irishman1991@gmail.com or Ben Janczewski 

(Grand Knight) via email wyotechben@gmail.com . We will provide you 

with the application and all pertinent information to compete. Please 

inform any young Soccer enthusiast of this fun competition. Our winner 

will go on and compete at District, Regional, State and ultimately National 

Competitions so long as they continue to win. 

Visit formed.org and search for our Parish to 

access tons of free content!

In today’s Second Reading from St. James, we hear proclaimed: “But the 

wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, 

full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity.” That 

wisdom is from the Holy Spirit, not the natural wisdom that comes from 

age and experience.

The Reading goes on to say: “Where do the wars and where do the 

conflicts among you come from? Is it not from your passions that make war 

within your members?” Sometimes it seems that the Christian community 

is no less in conflict than our society at large. The question we must ask 

ourselves is this: Are my passions determined by faith or by the standards 

of society? Contemplative author, Barbara Holmes, said: “Great suffering 

and great love are the two universal paths of transformation. Both are the 

ultimate crises for the human ego.” Great suffering comes with uniting 

ourselves to Jesus’ suffering on the Cross; great love comes with uniting 

ourselves to Jesus’ command, “Love one another as I have loved you.”

Only then is peace and true healing possible.

Full-time custodian/maintenance technician:

Hours are 5:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday -

Friday. Responsibilities include cleaning 

(primarily at the school), basic repairs, and 

seasonal snow removal or lawn care. 

Compensation is $15/hour minimum, or higher 

for applicants with greater maintenance skills.

Part-time custodian for the St. Bavo campus

of Mishawaka Catholic School(pre-school-2nd 

grade): 20 hours/week, evenings. Compensation 

is $14/hour.



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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