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Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, September 25 

 5:30 pm Mona, Jim & Richard Reilly  

 

Sunday, September 26 

 9:00 am Norma Miller 

 11:30 am Mary Gosc  

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  September 27 

 8:30 am Living & Deceased Members of  

  Christ Child Society 

 

Tuesday,  September 28 

     8:30 am Joseph Guzzi 

 

Wednesday, September 29 

 8:30 am Intentions of Kevin Oliver 

 

Thursday, September 30 

 8:30 am Carmella Rutkowske 

 

Friday, October 1 

 8:30 am Josephine Germano 

 

Saturday, October 2 

 8:00 am  Charles Hurley, Jr. 

 5:30 pm Leo “Jim” Ciesielski 

 

Sunday, October 3 

 9:00 am Ron Mudwilder 

 11:30 am Intention of Leo Shanahan 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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From the Pastor 

Greetings of peace and goodwill to you my dear parishioners! 

 

This week, in solidarity with the Vatican, the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops celebrates National Migration 

Week (September 20 -26) and World Day of Migrants and 

Refugees (September 26). Today, migration is one of those 

topics one engages with great caution. One would not be 

overstating if one held that there are as varied opinions as 

there are discussants on the subject matter. And because of 

the political undertone this subject has taken, it is increasingly 

becoming difficult to hear what scripture urges concerning 

kindness to strangers and migrants (Leviticus 19:33-34). We 

have admonition from God to be hospitable to foreigners. For 

us, this ought not to be reduced to politics or debate. Our 

common humanity necessitates it. Here at St. Thérèse, we are 

so blessed in our diversity. Ours is a multi-national and multi-

cultural parish. From my interaction with parishioners from 

different countries, especially from Asia and Africa, I hear that 

they joined our parish because of our openness and receptivity. 

This is speaks to one of our core values: JOYFUL RECEPTIVITY. 

We aim to be a vibrant and loving community where the Good 

News of Christ is embraced, lived and shared. We will welcome 

everyone without discrimination, show them the love of the 

heart of Jesus, and help to make them feel at home. This is our 

collective responsibility, and everyone can do something.  

 

October 1st is the feast day of our heavenly patroness, St. 

Thérèse. We are so blessed to be under her patronage. We 

have her example of the Little Way to holiness by performing 

little acts of kindness, with great love. Although young and 

frail, the Little Flower of Jesus had a love so great that could 

not go without recognition. Her love for the mission, though 

she never left the walls of her Carmelite convent, earned her 

the title Patroness of the missions. She reminds us that we are 

all called to ‘Go make disciples of all nations’ through our 

proclamation of the gospel and by the witness of our lives. 

Evangelization is the collective task of all the baptized, 

ordained or lay faithful alike. We are grateful that we have a 

relic of St. Thérèse with us in our parish. To show our love for 

her and to feel her closeness to us, we will have the 

opportunity to venerate her relic after the 6pm Mass this 

Friday. We have begun a novena in her honor to ask her 

intercession for our needs. This began on September 22 and 

would last until October 1. We invite you to join us in praying. 

There are other activities lined up to celebrate our patronal 

feast day. Please see the bulletin and our website for further 

information.  

The Annual Bishop’s Appeal is here. We want to use this 

medium to once again thank you for your generosity in the 

past, which enabled us to contribute to the many wonderful 

projects of our beloved bishop Kevin Rhoades. Because of your 

kindness we were able to meet the target set for us. This year 

our goal is $81,445. Last year we met our goal, and from what 

I gather, we always have. We appeal to you our parishioners, 

and visitors who love the work of evangelization going on in 

our diocese to participate, as you are able. We ask the Lord, 

who cannot be surpassed in generosity, to bless you and grant 

your every prayer.  

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 
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We are a community that worships together...

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “All that you have inflicted upon us, O 

Lord, has been dealt out in true justice; for we 

have sinned against you and we have failed to 

obey your commandments; but give glory to 

your name and deal with us according to the 

abundance of your mercy.” (Daniel 3:29, 30, 43, 

42)

Offertory: “Upon the rivers of Babylon, there we 

sat down and we wept, as we remembered you, 

O Zion.” (Psalm 137:1)

Communion: “Be mindful of your word to your 

servant, O Lord, in which you caused me to 

hope; this has been my comfort in my 

affliction.” (Psalm 119:49-50)

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.

Be our protection against the wickedness

and snares of the devil.

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,

and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host,

by the power of God cast into Hell Satan 

and all the evil spirits who prowl 

Amen.

Sept. 22nd - Sept. 30th | St. Thérèse Novena

If you currently receive our email newsletter you will be sent the prayers 

each day in your inbox or you can find them by visiting:

praymorenovenas.com/st-therese-novena

Friday, Oct. 1st | The Feast of St. Thérèse of Lisieux

6:00pm Mass followed by veneration of relics

7:15pm Movie night, "Thérèse – Ordinary Girl Extraordinary Soul"

Pizza available for $1 a slice

Saturday, Oct. 2nd

8:30am - 4:30pm Saints Louis & Zélie Retreat

Sunday, Oct. 3rd

12:30pm Parish Potluck* & Performance by Wings of Dawn

*Please pick up your FREE tickets for the potluck after Mass or in the 

Parish Office no later than Wednesday, September 29th. This will allow us 

to get the appropriate amount of food for the main dish. 

Families with lasts names beginning with A-L are asked to please bring a 

side dish and those with last names M-Z are asked to please bring a 

dessert. Thank you! 

Bishop Rhoades invites all to attend a Mass of 

Healing in Remembrance of the Miami Tribe on 

Saturday, Oct. 2 at 5 pm at the Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception. This Mass marks the 

175th anniversary of the forced removal of the 

Miami Tribe from Fort Wayne and the Wabash 

River valley in 1846. Cathedral Square in Fort 

Wayne, home of the Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception, is a burial ground to 

members of the Miami Tribe, some of whom 

have since been relocated.

Following Mass, all are welcome next door to 

the Diocesan Museum, 1103 S. Calhoun St., for 

an exhibit commemorating the Miami 

community. The exhibit will remain open 

through Oct. 30. Diocesan Museum is free and 

open to the public. For more information, 

visit diocesefwsb.org/museum.
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples...

As we focus on Authentic Accompaniment as 

one of our Parish Priorities please prayerfully 

consider getting involved in one of the 

following ways:

Social Committee: plan and host opportunities 

for our parish family to connect and celebrate 

together!

Phone Bank: reach out to fellow parishioners 

2x/year on your schedule to connect and let 

them know they are loved!

New Parishioner Match Program: get matched 

with new parishioners and families, help them 

feel welcome and at home here at St. Thérèse, 

Little Flower Catholic Church!

Please text, email, or call regarding 

your choice to serve:

Kerry Wallace, 

574.532.6282, wallace1236@att.net 

Launching in October: Households

Households are medium-sized intentional communities of parishioners (and 

their families) gathered under a particular charism and united under a 

community covenant. Households gather monthly in homes to eat, pray, 

and 'do life together'! 

Look for more information to come in the upcoming weeks, 

visit littleflowerchurch.org/households, 

or contact Abby (abby@littleflowerchurch.org) to learn more!



Page 6 September 26th, 2021 † 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

We are a community that serves the poor... 

If anyone is interested in 

assisting with the Blood 

Pressure Ministry after 

Masses one weekend a 

month please contact 

Lucy Ostrowski at         

574-277-1586.  

Thank you! 

Catholic Charities’ South Bend office is growing 

and we are seeking candidates for several 

positions: Case Manager, Clerical/ Program 

Support, Therapist and Clinical Liaison.  For 

more information about any position or to apply, 

please visit our website at: www.ccfwsb.org/

careers.  

There are several job openings at St. Margaret’s 

House: Social Services Associate, Kitchen & 

Plant Manager, Executive Asst./Asst Director of 

Volunteers. Visit https://stmargaretshouse.org/

what-we-need for full job descriptions. 

 

Or, learn more about how you can volunteer by 

visiting:  

https://stmargaretshouse.org/volunteer. 

Our Used Clothing Department needs your 

donations! We need sizes 18 months to size 20 - 

girls AND boys. We are in DESPERATE need for 

sizes 8 to 20. Pants, short and long sleeve shirts, 

sweatshirts, sweaters, and pajamas. We are also 

desperate for gently used shoes and boots, 

particularly small child sizes. Please consider 

donating your gently used items!  

 

For more information please check out our 

website about donations or contact us. Thank 

you!  

https://www.christchildsb.org/how-to-donate/ 

New clothing, powdered baby formula and other items are needed for 

thousands of Afghan evacuees temporarily housed at Camp Atterbury. 

 

Nine Indiana National Guard armories will serve as regional collection 

sites for the public to drop off new items to help clothe and support the 

evacuees. 

 

Only new items in their original packaging will be accepted from 8 am to 

4 pm Monday through Friday at armories in Evansville, Greenfield, 

Rockville, Danville, Muncie, Indianapolis (Kessler-Moore Readiness 

Center), Fort Wayne, South Bend and New Albany. 

 

The South Bend armory is located at 1901 Kemble Avenue. 

 

The clothing needs include men’s and women’s unbranded, modest items 

such as long sleeve t-shirts, underwear, pants and jackets in sizes small 

to large and children’s clothing, including baby and newborn clothes, hats 

and socks. Forty percent of the evacuees are children ages 14 and under. 

 

For a more detailed list of needed items visit:  

https://tinyurl.com/27xr2bbx 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to 

eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,  I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 

you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 

to visit me.” 

 

 Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when 

did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you something to drink?  When did we see you 

a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 

clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 

and go to visit you?” 

 

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:35-40 



Hallmark Real Estate  
(See their ad on the back cover) 

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God. 

 

“Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets! Would that the Lord 

might bestow his spirit on them all.” Those words at the end of today’s 

First Reading were the response of Moses to complaints about some elders 

given the gift of prophecy who others thought were undeserving. 

 

The primary take-away for this writer is this: We have an incredibly 

awesome God, loving and generous beyond our comprehension. His gifts 

are life-changing, and we have the Holy Spirit dwelling in us who 

communicates them to us and energizes them in us. We speak not only of 

the spiritual gifts found in 1 Corinthians 12, one of which is prophecy, but 

the many others found elsewhere in St. Paul’s Letters. Beyond all that, we 

have the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, identified in Isaiah 11:2-3, which we 

receive in the Sacrament of Confirmation. We need only to respond to what 

we have received. 

 

We have all this because of his incomprehensible love for us. But not 

totally incomprehensible if we love one another as Jesus loved us.  

Full-time custodian/maintenance technician: 

Hours are 5:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday - 

Friday. Responsibilities include cleaning 

(primarily at the school), basic repairs, and 

seasonal snow removal or lawn care. 

Compensation is $15/hour minimum, or higher 

for applicants with greater maintenance skills.  

  

Part-time custodian for the St. Bavo campus 

of Mishawaka Catholic School(pre-school-2nd 

grade): 20 hours/week, evenings.  Compensation 

is $14/hour.  

 

Apply online at diocesefwsb.org/careers 

 July 2021                                                

Adult Collection            $47,728.00 

Loose Collection                           $  7,059.66 

Total 

Collections                                    $54,787.66      

                  

Under/Over Budget    ($3,545.67)  

 

Capital Campaign        $11,282.91 

Food Pantry                 $  1,315.00 

Whatsoever You Do    $  4,684.07 

 August 

Adult Collection          $53,530.50 

Loose Collection         $11,428.22 

Total Collections       $64,958.72 

YTD Under/Over      $  3,079.72 

 

Capital Campaign       $10,074.55 

Food Pantry                 $    792.50 

Whatsoever You Do    $ 4,551.08 



Knights of Columbus

Andrew Weiss
AndrewWeissKofC.com
574.274.6929

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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