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Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, November 20 

 8:00 am  Intentions of Eugene O’Hearn 

 5:30 pm Tom Hoffman 

 

Sunday, November 21 

 9:00 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 11:30 am Intentions of Lydia O’Hearn 

 8:00 pm Special Intentions of the Veldman Family 

 

Monday,  November 22 

 8:30 am Intentions of Justin Leugers 

 

Tuesday, November 23 

     8:30 am Albert & Bernice Zent 

 

Wednesday, November 24 

 8:30 am Living & deceased members of the  

  Christ Child Society 

Thursday, November 25 

 8:30 am Stephen Kalinichenko 

 

Friday, November 26 

 8:30 am Michael Regan 

 

Saturday, November 27 

 8:00 am  On the 50th Wedding Anniversary of  

  Donald & Deborah Nelson 

 5:30 pm Greg Calhoun 

 

Sunday, November 28 

 9:00 am Nathan Bilinski 

 11:30 am George Erp & Pat Worthy 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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From the Pastor 

Dearly beloved parishioners, 

When you hear the title “King” what comes to mind? What themes 

does this title elicit for you? For some of us it might be themes of 

Kingdom, power, dominion, authority, subjugation, the list goes on; 

depending on the experiences of some, it might also suggest tyranny. 

For many western and modern minds, the idea of a king, who is a 

sovereign, and who reigns over a kingdom might be alien. But it is not 

strange to some from developing or even theocratic countries as 

some of these countries currently have kings. Our celebration of the 

Kingship of Jesus this weekend acknowledges first that Jesus is king. 

However, it contrasts the reign of Jesus with those of earthly rulers. 

Whereas earthly kings only rule for a time, Christ’s kingship is an 

everlasting one, and has no end. Whereas human Kings might rule by 

means of brute force, Jesus rules not by means of force but by love. 

His is a kingdom of peace, truth and justice. And all of us who long to 

be in that kingdom some day are called to embrace these values of 

the kingdom.  

 

In my experience, I have found that as one grows in the Christian life 

one might have to interrogate, adjust or reject some of one’s 

previously held beliefs about God. It takes humility to admit that 

some of our prior notions of God might be inaccurate, faulty or plain 

defective. Most of these come from our life’s experiences of some 

“God figures” in our lives. These could be our parents, teachers, 

pastors or other Christians. My faith leads me to declare that God is 

like no one I have ever encountered. Although human beings might 

possess certain attributes that could be said to be of divine origin, 

there is no single person who embodies all the qualities of God. No 

matter how good our experience of anyone might have been, they 

still fall short in relation to God who is “Goodness” itself. If my idea of 

God is informed by my experience of beautiful things, I must still 

admit that they are nothing compared to God who is “Beauty” itself. 

The most truthful person on earth still pales in comparison to God 

who is “Truth” itself. The idea I am trying to communicate is that God 

is utterly different, utterly Other, and utterly unlike whatever we 

experience with any human being here on earth.  When we say God is 

Father, we must not equate him with our experience of our earthly 

fathers. Scripture tells us he is the Father from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth derives its name… (Ephesians 3:15) 

 

I found the below article on this weekend’s celebration of the 

Universal Kingship of Jesus from the USCCB website very helpful. 

 

On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates the 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, or Christ the 

King. Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his 

encyclical Quas primas (“In the first”) to respond to growing secularism 

and atheism.  He recognized that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ 

and his holy law” out of public life would result in continuing discord 

among people and nations. This solemnity reminds us that while 

governments come and go, Christ reigns as King forever.  

 

During the early twentieth century, in Mexico, Russia, and some parts 

of Europe, militantly secularistic regimes threatened not just the 

Catholic Church and its faithful but civilization itself. Pope Pius XI’s 

encyclical gave Catholics hope and—while governments around them 

crumbled—the assurance that Christ the King shall reign 

forever.  Jesus Christ “is very truth, and it is from him that truth must 

be obediently received by all mankind” (Quas primas, 7).  

Christ’s kingship is rooted in the Church’s teaching on the 

Incarnation.  Jesus is fully God and fully man.  He is both the divine 

Lord and the man who suffered and died on the Cross.  One person of 

the Trinity unites himself to human nature and reigns over all 

creation as the Incarnate Son of God.  “From this it follows not only 

that Christ is to be adored by angels and men, but that to him as man 

angels and men are subject, and must recognize his empire; by reason 

of the hypostatic union Christ has power over all creatures” (Quas 

primas, 13). 

 

The Church calls us to acknowledge Christ’s kingship with our whole 

lives: 

 

He must reign in our minds, which should assent with perfect submission 

and firm belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must 

reign in our wills, which should obey the laws and precepts of God. He 

must reign in our hearts, which should spurn natural desires and love God 

above all things, and cleave to him alone. He must reign in our bodies 

and in our members, which should serve as instruments for the interior 

sanctification of our souls, or to use the words of the Apostle Paul, ‘as 

instruments of justice unto God.’ -Quas primas, 33 

  

Today, religious freedom for many people means that we can believe 

whatever we want in private, but when we enter the public square or 

the marketplace, we may not speak of anything that relates to our 

faith.  However, the Church acknowledges the reign of Christ, not only 

privately, but publicly.  This solemnity encourages us the celebrate 

and live out our faith in public.  “Thus by sermons preached at 

meetings and in churches, by public adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament exposed and by solemn processions, men unite in paying 

homage to Christ, whom God has given them for their King” (Quas 

primas, 26). 

 

For Christians, when our faith is repeatedly marginalized in public life, 

we can fall into the habit of compartmentalizing our lives.  We love 

Jesus in our private lives, but we shrink from acknowledging the 

kingship of Christ in social life.  When we celebrate the Solemnity of 

Christ the King, we declare to the world and remind ourselves that 

Jesus is the Lord of the Church and of the entire universe. 

 

Solemnity of Christ the King: Background 

usccb.org 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

With blessings from my heart, 
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We are a community that worships together... 

 

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist), and Communion.  

 

Introit: “The Lamb who has been slain is worthy 

to receive power, and divinity, and wisdom, and 

strength, and honor; let glory and dominion be 

his forever and ever.” (Revelation 5:12, 1:6) 

 

Offertory: “Ask of me, and I will give you the 

nations as your inheritance and the utmost parts 

of the earth as your possession.” (Psalm 2:8) 

 

Communion: “Amen I say to you: in as much as 

you have done it to the least of these, my 

brethren, you have done it to me. Come, O 

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the beginning of the 

world.” (Matthew 25:4, 6) 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  

Be our protection against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil.  

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,  

and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  

by the power of God cast into Hell Satan  

and all the evil spirits who prowl about the 

world  seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 

Sunday  Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

   Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 18:33b-37 

 

Monday  Memorial of Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 

   Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;  Lk 21:1-4 

 

Tuesday  Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr; 

   Saint Columban, Abbot;  

   Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest and Martyr 

   Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61; Lk 21:5-11 

 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Andrew Dũng-Lḁc, Priest,  

   and Companions, Martyrs 

   Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62, 63, 64,  

   65, 66, 67; Lk 21:12-19 

 

Thursday Saint Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr 

   Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74; Lk 21:20-28 

   Thanksgiving Day 

   Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11; 

   1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 

 

Friday  Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81; Lk 21:29-33 

 

Saturday Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87; Lk 21:34-36 

 

Sunday  First Sunday of Advent 

   Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14; 

   1 Thes 3:12—4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Saturday, December 4th, 5:00 pm 

Parishioners will gather to pray the Holy Rosary before the 5:00 pm Mass. 

All are welcome and encouraged to join in asking our Blessed Mother to 

intercede for us! 

 

Upcoming next week– Rosary on Sunday, December 12th, 8:30 am 
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We are a community that builds and sends disciples... 

It is a pity that the most urgent social/moral/

justice issues of our time have become so 

politically charged. Abortion, climate change, 

race, immigration, poverty, hunger – we are a 

divided nation, and it can seem that “believers” 

are as divided on all these issues. Not just with 

disagreements but oftentimes with acrimony 

from hardheadedness and hardheartedness. And 

why is it a pity? (And perhaps also a cause for 

hope.) Because the deepest personal and 

societal wounds are exposed. Because so much 

healing is needed in these areas. Just as much 

personal healing is needed concerning disease 

and brokenness. 

 

In today’s Gospel, we hear, “My kingdom does 

not belong to this world.” And he came “to 

testify to the truth.” And “everyone who belongs 

to the truth listens to my voice.” Herein lies the 

answer. His voice! If we really really really listen 

for his voice, then all sorts of healing will take 

place. Believers then can be a light that breaks 

through the darkness. And become the healers 

we are called to be. 

Wednesdays, 7:00 pm 

Into the Breach is a program established by the 

Knights of Columbus geared to Christian Men.  It 

is an open dialogue and discussion regarding 

being a Catholic Christian Man.  The program 

will be a Five Week program and will meet 

every Wednesday starting November 10th in the 

parish center.  We will not meet on the 

Wednesday of Thanksgiving week.  This is open 

to all men that wish to become more connected 

to the faith and family.  We highly encourage all 

men to check this out.  If you are interested or 

simply wish to learn more please contact Grand 

Knight – Ben Janczewski at 

wyotechben@gmail.com. If you plan to attend 

please RSVP via the same email so we can be 

sure to have enough materials.   

Thursdays at 7:00 pm  

All are invited to participate in a study on the Jewish roots of the Bible 

beginning on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in Room 2 of the Parish Center. Reach 

out to Elijah Coburn-McDonald with any questions at 574-520-8327. 

What is a Spiritual Impact Bootcamp?  

A Spiritual Impact Bootcamp is a weekend designed to train, equip, and 

strengthen you for your mission in the world. It will include a retreat 

element, but the primary objective is to equip you with the necessary 

evangelization skills in your arsenal to be an effective apostle in the 

world.  

 

Some of these objectives include how to... 

Operate in the mission field (how to live a life of witness in the world) 

Identify enemies to our mission (operating in identity versus performance) 

Share your personal testimony 

Share the battle plan with others (the Gospel of Jesus) in a compelling way 

that prompts a response from the hearer 

Rally a platoon of other disciples and seekers (small group facilitation) 

Hear from the Captain, our Father in heaven, about His battle plan (how to 

exercise prophetic ministry 

 

How active is the bootcamp? Do I need to be physically fit? 

This bootcamp will activate your spiritual muscles and strengthen your 

heart, but there is no bar for physical fitness level.  

 

This bootcamp will feature an optional fitness class to begin our Saturday 

activities (prior to Mass) at 7:00am. This will be a beginner-friendly fitness 

class called Pietra: stretching and strengthening exercises with Christian 

prayer and meditation. 

 

What is the registration deadline?  

The deadline is Monday, November 29th.  

You can register here:  

https://forms.gle/8nCryBxHtwoL7KEJ8 
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We are a community that serves the poor... 

All Masses the weekend of November 20th & 21st 

Each year our Diocese is asked to host a mission appeal. Next weekend, 

Fr. Cyril Fernandes, Pastor of St. Patrick’s and St. Hedwig’s church, South 

Bend will be here to ask your help for the Damien Social Welfare Center 

(DSWC), leprosy hospital in India. Damien Social Welfare Center is named 

after St. Damien, the Leper Priest of Molokai. Fr. Damien served the 

lepers of Molokai from 1864 to his death in 1889. At the age of 49, Fr. 

Damien had become a victim of the dreaded disease in the course of 

serving the lepers. DSWC is located in Dhanbad district of north India. If 

you wish to know more details about Leprosy Hospital (DSWC) see: 

damiensocialwelfarecentre.com. The second collection will go toward 

supporting this mission. Please do what you can this weekend as we 

welcome Fr. Cyril Fernandes to our Parish.  

Saturday, Nov 27 after 5:30 Mass 

Sunday, Nov 28 after 9:00 and 11:30 Masses  

in Payne Hall  

 All are invited to browse this collection of new 

and gently used pictures, statues, books, 

miscellaneous religious goods for sale. 

All proceeds go to Little Flower church and 

various charities. 

If you have been considering professional 

services for your mental health, there are local 

resources available to help you. Catholic 

Charities of Fort Wayne-South Bend offers in-

house counseling and connects individuals and 

families with counseling services throughout the 

diocese through the Clinical Liaison program. A 

referral can be made through your pastor or 

through the diocesan Marriage and Family 

Ministry office. Email Caty Burke 

at cburke@diocesefwsb.org or Lisa Everett 

at leverett@diocesefwsb.org for a confidential 

referral.   

Wednesday, December 1st, 7:30 pm 

An Evening of Hope and Healing for those struggling with infertility will 

be held on Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Therese, Little Flower 

Church in South Bend. This special gathering will focus on the Advent 

spirit of waiting with hope, and will feature a reflection, inspiring music, 

Eucharistic Adoration, and an opportunity to receive healing prayer as 

individuals or as couples offered by members of the prayer ministry team. 

Sponsored by Marriage & Family Ministry, Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 

Bend. For more information, contact Lisa Everett 

at leverett@diocesefwsb.org or call 574-234-0687. 

Please be generous in this week’s special 

collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development, using the assigned envelope or 

online giving section. In the United States, one 

in eight people lives in poverty. With this 

collection, you support programs that address 

the root causes of poverty and provide a 

sustainable future for those struggling across 

the country. In addition, 25% of the funds we 

collect remain in our diocese to fund local anti-

poverty projects. Please prayerfully consider 

how you can support this collection and those 

working on the margins. More information about 

the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

can be found at www.usccb.org/cchd. 

everyone who donated to our Religious Education service project of 

packing gift boxes for Boxes of Joy! Our students enthusiastically packed 

over 150 boxes that will be delivered to children in developing countries 

by Cross Catholic Outreach. The students gathered around the packed 

boxes as Fr. Julius prayed a blessing over this offering of love from our 

Parish. Thank you for your support!  



Michiana Tree Works  
(See their ad on the back cover) 

 

Jireh 

Monday, December 8th @ 6:15 pm 

 

Rooted in Love 

Monday, December 13th @ 6:00 pm 

 

House of Praise 

Friday, December 17th  @ 6:30 pm 

 

For more details visit  

https://mailchi.mp/littleflowerchurch/household-sign-up  

or scan the code. 

Sunday, December 5th, 12:30—2:00 pm 

The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser. 

It we be free will offering and will include Spaghetti, Salad and Garlic 

Bread.  We will also offer take out meals.  

Friday, December 19th 

The Knights are excited to partner with the Little Flower Social Committee 

for this years Christmas Party. The event will be a Christmas Party / Bazaar 

please watch the Bulletin for more details.   

 

We must never lose focus on why we celebrate Christmas to begin with.  In 

today’s world it appears that Christmas is simply a reason for a shopping 

spree.  Without the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ we would not even have 

the celebration.  In working to keep the theme Christ, the Knights will be 

sponsoring an essay contest.  This contest will involve families submitting 

a short written article on their personal celebration of our Lord’s Birth.  We 

would like to see an essay of 250 words or less and it may involve pictures 

drawn up by the children as well as holiday pictures.  We would like to see 

these turned in by December 7th.  They can be submitted to Jerry Zent at 

jerrymzent@gmail.com or place them in the box or container in the rear of 

the church.  The winner will be presented a very nice Nativity Scene that 

you can proudly display in your front yard for years to come.   

Sunday, December 12, 10am-1 pm 

St. Patrick Parish Center 

308 S. Scott Street South Bend  

Pancakes, eggs, sausage, French toast, 

coffee,  and prizes for the kids. Tickets available 

at the door. 

Family pass….................................$30.00  

Adult ticket.....................................$12.00  

Children under 12...........................$6.00  

  

Saint Joseph Church South Bend (226 N. Hill 

Street) offers Eucharistic Adoration each 

Thursday from 7:30am to 9:00pm. We need at 

least two people for every time slot to ensure 

that there are always people in the church 

throughout the vigil. To sign up for a time slot 

each week, please go to our 

website, www.stjoeparish.com and follow 

the links. Even if the spots are full we still have 

plenty of space in the Church to worship so 

please feel free to join in. Entrance is at the 

handicap door on Hill Street.  For more 

information or to sign up for a recurring weekly 

time slot, please 

email adoration@stjoeparish.com.  

Sunday, December 12, at 4:00 pm 

St. Bavo Church, 511 W. 7th St., Mishawaka 

St. Bavo Church will hold its 16th annual 

"Festival of Lessons and Carols" on Sunday, 

December 12, at 4:00 P.M. Nine scripture 

readings, outlining a brief journey through 

salvation history, will be followed by choral 

anthems, solos, and carols with congregational 

participation. There is no admission charge and 

everyone is welcome. 

We are a community that extends the Kingdom of God. 


