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Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440   daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070  megan@littleflowerchurch.org 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse, 

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, November 27 

5:30 pm Greg Calhoun

Sunday, November 28 

9:00 am Nathan Bilinski

11:30 am George Erp & Pat Worthy

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

Monday,  November 29 

8:30 am Intentions of Lydia O’ Hearn 

Tuesday, November 30 

8:30 am Mike Egts

Wednesday, December 1 

8:30 am Cindy Gorski

Thursday, December 2 

8:30 am Mr. Vincent Dinh

Friday, December 3 

8:30 am Karl Wolz

Saturday, December 4 

8:00 am  Billy Perkins

5:30 pm Lisa Montgomery

Sunday, December 5 

9:00 am Kenneth Brown

11:30 am Intentions of Veldman Family  

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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From the Bishop 



Page 4 November 28th, 2021 † First Sunday of Advent

The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist), and Communion.  

Introit: “Unto you have I lifted up my soul. O my 

God, I trust in you, let me not be put to shame; 

do not allow my enemies to laugh at me; for 

none of those who are awaiting you will be 

disappointed.” (Psalm 25:1-3) 

Offertory: “Unto you have I lifted up my soul. O 

my God, I trust in you, let me not be put to 

shame; do not allow my enemies to laugh at me; 

for none of those who are awaiting you will be 

disappointed.” (Psalm 25:1-3) 

Communion: “The Lord will bestow his loving 

kindness, and our land will yield its 

fruit.” (Psalm 85:13) 

Sunday First Sunday of Advent

Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14;

1 Thes 3:12—4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Monday Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle

Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 4:18-22

Wednesday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mt 15:29-37

Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 

25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday Saint John Damascene, 

Priest and Doctor of the Church

Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 

5-6; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8

Sunday Second Sunday of Advent

Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6;

Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6

Saturday, December 4th, 5:00 pm

Parishioners will gather to pray the Holy Rosary 

before the 5:00 pm Mass. All are welcome and 

encouraged to join in asking our Blessed Mother 

to intercede for us!

Upcoming next week– Rosary on Sunday, 

December 12th, 8:30 am.

Did you know that for us Catholics today, the First Sunday of Advent, 

marks the beginning of a new liturgical year? Below you can get a 

glimpse into how the liturgical year is presented to children in the Atrium 

(the environment where our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd sessions of 

Religious Ed. are held). 

Ordinary Time is referred 

to as our growing time. 

Advent and Lent are 

times of preparation. 

Christmas and Easter 

mark seasons of 

celebration. 

If you get the chance, ask 

one of our Catechesis of 

the Good Shepherd 

participants if they will 

share with you the Colors 

of the Year song!

Entering into Advent 
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This weekend marks the beginning of Advent, a 

liturgical season dedicated to preparing our 

hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of the 

Lord Jesus. Those of you who have children 

know the intense time of preparation that 

precedes the birth of a child. As the Catechism 

of the Catholic Church says, “The coming of 

God's Son to earth is an event of such immensity 

that God willed to prepare for it over centuries. 

He makes everything converge on Christ: all the 

rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols of the 

‘First Covenant’. He announces him through the 

mouths of the prophets who succeeded one 

another in Israel. Moreover, he awakens in the 

hearts of the pagans a dim expectation of this 

coming” (522).

If we prepare so much for the birth of our own 

children, how much more should we prepare for 

the birth of God, “the Lord and giver of life,” 

who deigned to take on flesh for our salvation! 

One of the best ways to prepare ourselves is to 

make use of the sacrament of Confession. Jesus 

Christ instituted this sacrament (John 20:23, 

James 5:16) in order to cleanse us from the sins 

we commit after baptism. In return for our 

contrition (sorrow out of love for God) for our 

sins, he wipes them away and restores us to the 

state of grace, to the state of having God’s 

divine life in our souls! This sacrament also 

prepares us to receive worthily the Body, Blood, 

Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ in the Most 

Holy Eucharist (1 Corinthians 11:23-32). 

I pray that you take advantage of it, and have a 

blessed and prayerful Advent.

Today’s readings may not sit well with the imagery we might have about 

Advent, preparing for the birth of Jesus and all the festivity that surrounds 

his coming. But these readings are crucial to a full understanding. It is 

about the kingdom of heaven, here and yet coming.

When we are told, “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from 

carousing and drunkenness [translate self-indulgence] and the anxieties of 

daily life,” will we be frightened by signs of the end time, whether we see 

those signs in floods, fires, pandemics, disease, massive migrations, 

violence, destruction of the climate, or in economic and social upheaval? 

Or will we have nurtured kingdom values during our time on earth and be 

prepared to humbly “stand before the Son of Man,” hopeful of hearing the 

words, “well done, good and faithful servant”?

It is incumbent upon Catholics and all Christians to be a shining light on 

the hill, to be faithful servants, by first living Jesus’ commandment: “Love 

one another as I have loved you.” Let us embrace all of God’s creation with 

compassion and gentleness.

As we enter into this season of Advent together as a parish family, it seems 

timely to turn our focus to our core value of joyful receptivity. 

I don’t know about you, but the normal stresses of everyday life, the 

constant news cycle full of pain, injustice and confusion, coupled with the 

societal pressures of the holiday season (Plan all the things! Do all the 

things! Buy all the things! And hurry!) have me feeling constantly on edge 

and anything but joyful or receptive. It feels easier and safer to close 

myself off, to harden my heart, and just keep moving forward. 

This Advent Mary is inviting us to let her show us how to be joyfully 

receptive. "Slow down, be still,” she beckons, “Be open, pay attention.  

Wait and see what happens!"

In Mary’s Heart,

Jeremiah 33: 14 & 15
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Friday, December 3rd, 6-9pm & Saturday, December 4th, 10am - 5pm

Fr. Payne Hall + Main Church

A Spiritual Impact Bootcamp is a weekend designed to train, equip, and 

strengthen you for your mission in the world. It will include a retreat 

element, but the primary objective is to equip you with the necessary 

evangelization skills in your arsenal to be an effective apostle in the 

world.

Registration is required. Please register by 

Monday, November 29th by scanning the code or visiting  

https://forms.gle/8nCryBxHtwoL7KEJ8 

Wednesday, December 1st, 7:30 pm

An Evening of Hope and Healing for those 

struggling with infertility will be held at St. 

Therese, Little Flower Church in South Bend. 

This special gathering will focus on the Advent 

spirit of waiting with hope, and will feature a 

reflection, inspiring music, Eucharistic Adoration, 

and an opportunity to receive healing prayer as 

individuals or as couples offered by members of 

the prayer ministry team. Sponsored by Marriage 

& Family Ministry, Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 

Bend. For more information, contact Lisa Everett 

at leverett@diocesefwsb.org or call 574-234-

0687.

Sunday, December 12th, 12:30 pm

Please come and celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe’s feast day, Sunday, 

December 12 after the 11:30 Mass in the Parish Center.

This will be a fun feast with Mexican food (tamales, 

chips and salsa), a short skit and a music and dance 

performance by Spanish Heart.

There will be a $5.00 donation to cover the cost of 

food.

Questions? Contact: Carolynn Hine-Edington; Phone: 

574-329-2977;

Email: carolynnhinejohnson@gmail.com

Sunday, December 5th, 12:30—2:00 pm

The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a 

Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser. It we be free will 

offering and will include Spaghetti, Salad and 

Garlic Bread. We will also offer take out meals. 

Sunday, December 12, at 4:00 pm

St. Bavo Church, 511 W. 7th St., Mishawaka

St. Bavo Church will hold its 16th annual 

"Festival of Lessons and Carols.” Nine scripture 

readings, outlining a brief journey through 

salvation history, will be followed by choral 

anthems, solos, and carols with congregational 

participation. There is no admission charge and 

everyone is welcome.

Sunday, December 5th at 7:15 pm

The Basilica of the Sacred Heart will once again 

host the annual Advent Lessons and Carols. This 

special prayer service celebrating the scriptures 

and music of the Advent season will feature the 

Basilica choirs - Folk Choir, Liturgical Choir, 

Magnificat Choir, and Basilica Schola. This event 

is free and open to the public. University 

guidelines for indoor gatherings will be 

followed and distanced seating will be 

available. All are welcome!

8:00 pm Nov. 30th—8:00 am Dec. 1st

In petition for the defense of the lives of the unborn, 12 continuous hours 

of Eucharistic adoration will be held in the church from 8pm on Tuesday 

Nov 30 to 8 AM on Wednesday Dec 1. Parishioners are invited to sign up 

on the sheet on the table in the back of the church for a time slot (we 

need at least two people per hour) to show their prayerful support for this 

important cause. Email or call Daniel Tucker with any questions or if you 

cannot sign up in person. 



Notre Dame Federal Credit Union  
(See their ad on the back cover) 

 

Jireh 

Monday, December 8th @ 6:15 pm 

 

Rooted in Love 

Monday, December 13th @ 6:00 pm 

 

House of Praise 

Friday, December 17th  @ 6:30 pm 

 

For more details visit  

https://mailchi.mp/littleflowerchurch/household-sign-up  

or scan the code. 

Sunday, December 12, 10am-1 pm 

St. Patrick Parish Center 

308 S. Scott Street South Bend  

Pancakes, eggs, sausage, French toast, 

coffee,  and prizes for the kids. Tickets available 

at the door. 

Family pass….................................$30.00  

Adult ticket.....................................$12.00  

Children under 12...........................$6.00  

Friday, December 19th 

The Knights are excited to partner with the Little Flower Social Committee 

for this year’s Christmas Party. The event will be a Christmas Party please 

watch the Bulletin for more details.   

 

We must never lose focus on why we celebrate Christmas to begin with.  In 

today’s world it appears that Christmas is simply a reason for a shopping 

spree.  Without the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ we would not even have 

the celebration.  In working to keep the theme Christ, the Knights will be 

sponsoring an essay contest.  This contest will involve families submitting 

a short written article on their personal celebration of our Lord’s Birth.  We 

would like to see an essay of 250 words or less and it may involve pictures 

drawn up by the children as well as holiday pictures.  We would like to see 

these turned in by December 7th.  They can be submitted to Jerry Zent at 

jerrymzent@gmail.com or place them in the box or container in the rear of 

the church.  The winner will be presented a very nice Nativity Scene that 

you can proudly display in your front yard for years to come.   

Dear Parishioners, 

Just a note to say “Thank You” for your 

continued and generous support of the 

Whatsoever You Do Outreach Program. You 

would be moved to hear the often tearful 

gratitude expressed by folks for the help that 

“strangers” (meaning you) freely offer. To 

everyone we help, we make it clear that only the 

support and generosity of the St. Thérèse Little 

Flower community makes it possible, month 

after month after month, year after year. 

  

We’ll have more stories for you next time, but 

we wanted to simply acknowledge you this time. 

Hope you had a good Thanksgiving, and we 

wish you a hope-filled Advent. 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm  

All are invited to participate in a study on the 

Jewish roots of the Bible beginning on 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm in Room 4 of the Parish 

Center. Reach out to Elijah Coburn-McDonald 

with any questions at 574-520-8327. 
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