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Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, December 4 

 8:00 am  Billy Perkins 

 5:30 pm Lisa Montgomery 

 

Sunday, December 5 

 9:00 am Kenneth Brown 

 11:30 am Intentions of Veldman Family  

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  December 6 

 8:30 am Leonard & Rosemarie Buszkiwicz 

 

Tuesday, December 7 

     8:30 am Patrick Stoler 

 6:30 pm Greg Vela 

 

Wednesday, December 8 

 8:30 am Andrew Keber 

 12:00 pm Maya Sison Intentions of Thanksgiving 

 

Thursday, December 9 

 8:30 am Greg Vela 

 

Friday, December 10 

 8:30 am Joseph Guzzi 

 

Saturday, December 11 

 8:00 am  John Richards 

 5:30 pm Veronica Espiritu 

 

Sunday, December 12 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Kathy Kalinichenko 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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From the our Pastor 

Beloved parishioners, 

 

The prophet Baruch speaks of a time of returning of the exiles of 

Jerusalem. He refers to the humiliation that characterized their exit as 

they were taken away into captivity in Babylon. They left barefoot 

because the enemies led them away in haste. His message is 

essentially one of hope for the Jews in Diaspora. He tells them to put 

off their cloak of mourning and misery and to put on the splendor of 

glory. This is because their time of exile is coming to an end, and the 

Lord is restoring their fortunes. Although they departed in shame and 

disgrace as a consequence of their iniquities, their return to Jerusalem 

would be glorious and regal. God has not forgotten them, and he has 

commanded the mountain and valleys to become level ground for 

their smooth passage. This message is one of restoration. It speaks of 

a bright future even though the present appears dark and hopeless. 

The scripture scholar, Raymond Brown, opines that whereas this 

message refers immediately to the restoration of the Jerusalem of the 

Exile, it is only a prefiguration of the new Jerusalem of the end time 

as can be clearly seen in the second prophetic discourse (Bar 4:30 - 

5:9). 

 

The Exile was a consequence of their rebellion against God. The 

people of Jerusalem had abandoned the Lord and replaced him with 

created things. The Lord accused Israel of forsaking him, the source of 

living waters. And as though that was not spiteful enough, they 

replaced the Lord with broken cisterns that cannot hold water 

(Jeremiah 2:13). The ‘broken cisterns’ is metaphor for the idols to 

which they turned instead of the worship of the one true God. 

Whenever a people abandon the Lord, they don’t continue in a 

vacuum; they replace him with something else. How often do we hear 

people who were formerly Christians say they now identify as NONES 

or SPIRITUAL but not RELIGIOUS? When one interrogates their 

reasoning one might discover that they are rebelling against 

structured religion or even having any religious authority other than 

themselves. While it might be true that some persons abandon the 

faith because of a negative personal experience or the experience of 

someone they know or identify with, it is another extreme to think 

that one can become the determinant of how to best worship God, 

without any reference to the Church founded by Jesus, the Second 

Person of the Blessed Trinity. I might be accused of being naive, but it 

seems presumptuous to me that someone or group of persons would 

think themselves more enlightened or more in tune with the Holy 

Spirit than the Church, the Bride of Christ, which he promised to be 

with till the end of time (Matthew 28:20). We must guide against 

pride.  

 

Advent is an opportune moment to grow in humility. How else can we 

best welcome the one who is coming in glory and power at the 

eschaton unless we first receive him in the lowliness of the manger 

on bended knees? How do we best prepare for the birth of the 

Messiah, the one to whom the choir of angels sing, than by daily 

lowering ourselves so that he might increase in us? Indeed, the Lord 

has done a great thing for us, by coming to us in a manner that is 

accessible to us. Who would have imagined that our maker would 

come to us and become one with us in all things but sin? Perhaps, if 

Christ had come to us in all his glory we would have been terrified to 

approach him. Maybe we might not have had free access to him 

because his divinity would have crushed our frail humanity. But out of 

the loving kindness, and the wisdom of the Father, the Son of God 

came to us in human form and identified with our fallenness so that 

he might elevate us to his divine status. This, of course, is the goal of 

Christianity - our divinization. The goal of true religion, the worship of 

the One God, and the striving to live morally upright lives, is so that 

we might be more like God. And the more we are like God, the less we 

are like our old selves. This is the transformation we must strive for 

during this holy season of Advent.  

 

This weekend we remember the Knights of Columbus in our prayers 

as they embark on a membership drive. We thank them for all the 

good work they are doing in our parish and community, and we pray 

that their zeal and strength will be increased. I wish to invite all men 

in our parish to consider joining this admirable group of Catholic men 

and contribute to their work of evangelization in charity. 

 

Finally, I want to thank all who participated in the 12-hour adoration 

to Pray for Dobbs. May our collective cries to heaven restore to us our 

good fortunes and bring an end to all violence against the unborn.   

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

 

With blessings from my heart, 

 

Sunday, December 5th, 12:30—2:00 pm 

The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser. 

It we be free will offering and will include Spaghetti, Salad and Garlic 

Bread.  We will also offer take out meals.  
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The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “People of Zion behold: the Lord is 

coming to save all nations; and the Lord shall 

cause you to hear his majestic voice for the joy 

of your heart.” (cf. Isaiah 30:19, 30)

Offertory: “You will turn toward us, O God, and 

restore our life again, and your people will 

rejoice in you. Show us, Lord, your mercy and 

grant us your salvation.” (Psalm 85:7-8)

Communion: “Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand on 

high: and behold the joy that shall come to you 

from your God.” (Baruch 5:5, 4:36)

Sunday Second Sunday of Advent

Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6;

Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6

Monday Saint Nicholas, Bishop

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 

13-14; Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop

and Doctor of the Church

Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 

11-12, 13; Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; 

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38

Thursday Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 

12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15

Friday Our Lady of Loreto

Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday Saint Damasus I, Pope

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 

15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6;

Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

Sunday, December 12th, 8:30 am

Parishioners will gather to pray the Holy Rosary 

before the 9:00 am Mass. All are welcome and 

encouraged to join in asking our Blessed Mother 

to intercede for us!

Upcoming next week– Rosary on Sunday, 

December 129th, 11:00 am.

Entering into Advent 

Help aging religious. Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious 

order priests have offered their lives in service to others - educating the 

young, comforting the sick, and ministering to the less fortunate. Today, 

many are frail and need assistance. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for 

Religious helps furnish medications, nursing care and more. Please give 

generously to next week's collection.

Thursday, December 16, 5:30-8:30 pm

Priests will be available to hear Confessions as 

we come into the final stretch of Advent and our 

spiritual preparation for Christmas. Come and 

experience the grace of being reconciled with 

Emmanuel, God with us!
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Sunday, December 12th, 12:30 pm

Please come and celebrate Our Lady of 

Guadalupe’s feast day, Sunday, December 12 

after the 11:30 Mass in the Parish Center.

This will be a fun feast with 

Mexican food (tamales, chips 

and salsa), a short skit and a 

music and dance performance 

by Spanish Heart.

There will be a $5.00 donation 

to cover the cost of food.

Questions? Contact:

Carolynn Hine-Edington; 

Phone: 574-329-2977; 

Email: carolynnhinejohnson@gmail.com

Join in the spirit of giving! Purchase a Christmas 

gift for a mother or child in need. Pick one (or 

more!) ornaments off the giving tree in the back 

of church. Purchase the requested gift & place 

the gift unwrapped with the ornament 

attached under the tree when you return. Please 

place gifts under the tree by December 19th. 

Help make it a special Christmas season for the 

moms & kids at St. Margaret’s House! Thank 

you!

Tuesday, December 14th, 7:30 pm

All are invited to an evening of hope and delving deeper into the meaning 

of Advent, with a talk by Monica Markovich followed by Eucharistic 

Adoration and an opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

“The Light shines in the darkness, and the Darkness has not overcome it.” 

Wednesday, December 8th, 5:00-7:00 pm

Family Adoration Night is a space where all 

noise is welcome and wanted! We have coloring 

pages and other activities to help your children 

enter into prayer with you. We will have times 

of music and times of silence. You are free to 

stay for the whole 2 hours or just drop in for a 

few minutes. 

I had a silly dream recently. In this dream there was a ghost trying to get 

my attention. It seems he had an unpaid parking ticket before his body 

died. At first I was scared and really annoyed with this ghost trying to get 

me to help him with earthly tasks. The more I paid attention to this ghost 

and the more he made himself evident and true to people surrounding me 

the more excited I got in helping him. By the end of my dream I was fully 

throwing myself into whatever this ghost asked of me. This included going 

into a dark phone booth that people were entering and not returning 

from. At first I was questioning "Should I do this?" I remember feeling "He 

has not lead me wrong so far." I went in and into the dark felt immense joy 

at responding. Then I woke up.

I am not asking you to think of this ghost as the Holy Spirit. He was a 

stranger to me, an annoying 42 year old man who was riddled with anxiety. 

My tasks were not religious at all in my dream. This dream, however, has 

come to me at a time that I've been reflecting on certain things.

I feel as I am always asked to do things. Some are big asks, some are 

small. I am a "Yes" person. Those who know me know this. Those who 

love me never take it for granted. I am beginning to find that when I say 

"Yes" to what is God's plan for me, His intentions if you will, I find peace 

and joy in my heart. If it is not His plan, I feel anxious, or upset or even 

unappreciated. I am reflecting lately how backwards I have it. I am saying 

"yes" with some annoyance, some anxiety, some trepidation. But my "Yes" 

when in His plan, allows me to feel joy. I need to become more in tune 

with what my calling is, what God's plan for me is and become more 

joyfully receptive at these "Yes's" rather than appreciating the joy, peace 

and lack of anxiety after the fact. I look forward to my life responding to 

God's call joyously as Mary did, her fiat. I want a life that is receptive to our 

God's will and only that.
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The Healing Service on November 19 was an extraordinary evening of 

new life, hope, joy, and healing. And in the talk by retreat leader Fr. 

Patrick Gonyeau, the story of the wedding at Cana in John 2 was given 

new life. 

 

The line we’re all familiar with – “My hour has not yet come. – he 

translated as “Has not my hour not yet come,” saying the Greek Fathers 

would have put it that way. 

 

“She knows who he is,” Fr. Gonyeau said. “Before this miracle of water 

being turned into wine, there is the miracle of this beautiful Jewish girl 

saying yes to an invitation from God to let him come and have the savior 

of the world placed in her womb so that the old wine of sin and death 

that had wracked human nature ever since Adam and Eve” would not 

reign. “God did not want that but knew that broken humanity could be 

transformed. And so Jesus says, ‘What is this to you and me?’ She knows 

what this is. She knows that he’s the one who will transform this old 

wine, this fallen humanity that has got no way out.” 

 

“Mary knew exactly what Jesus was talking about and she turned to the 

servers and said, ‘Do whatever he tells you,’ because this is about to go 

down.“ 

 

“And when that water was turned into wine, it was a sign. No longer will 

God’s beloved children live like orphans, not knowing their heavenly 

Father and under the reign of sin, always stuck, feeling not good about 

themselves and doing things that they regret. But, we would drink of that 

new wine, of new life in the Holy Spirit through the gifts of Baptism and 

Confirmation and a heart-felt decision that says, ‘I am yours, I am yours!’” 

 

(To be continued next week.) 

Jireh 

Wednesday, December 8th @ 6:15 pm 

 

Rooted in Love 

Monday, December 13th @ 6:00 pm 

 

House of Praise 

Friday, December 17th  @ 6:30 pm 

 

For more details visit  

https://mailchi.mp/littleflowerchurch/household

-sign-up  or scan the code below.  

Sunday, December 12, at 4:00 pm 

St. Bavo Church, 511 W. 7th St., Mishawaka 

St. Bavo Church will hold its 16th annual 

"Festival of Lessons and Carols.” Nine scripture 

readings, outlining a brief journey through 

salvation history, will be followed by choral 

anthems, solos, and carols with congregational 

participation. There is no admission charge and 

everyone is welcome. 

Sunday, December 5th at 7:15 pm 

The Basilica of the Sacred Heart will once again 

host the annual Advent Lessons and Carols. This 

special prayer service celebrating the scriptures 

and music of the Advent season will feature the 

Basilica choirs - Folk Choir, Liturgical Choir, 

Magnificat Choir, and Basilica Schola. This event 

is free and open to the public. University 

guidelines for indoor gatherings will be 

followed and distanced seating will be 

available. All are welcome!   

Mondays in Advent, After 6:00 pm Mass, Holy Family Parish 

Holy Family is having a short Advent Mission every Monday after the 6pm 

Mass.  All are welcome to come enjoy Mass & Advent reflections with: 

• Fr. Agustine Onuoha (Dec 6th)...The Kingdom of God is in our midst, 

• Fr. Nathan Maskal (Dec 13th)...Jesus comes as the Word made 

Flesh:  Incarnation! 

• Fr. Glenn Kohrman (Dec 20th)...Revelation!  (Fr. Glenn is young in 

Spirit!) 

 

Come be refreshed in your soul this Advent at Holy Family.  There will be 

light refreshments for your body as well!  



Palmer Funeral Homes 
(See their ad on the back cover)

Sunday, December 12, 10am-1 pm

St. Patrick Parish Center

308 S. Scott Street South Bend

Pancakes, eggs, sausage, French toast, 

coffee, and prizes for the kids. Tickets available 

at the door.

Family pass….................................$30.00 

Adult ticket.....................................$12.00 

Children under 12...........................$6.00 

Saturday, January 8, 2022

The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Free Throw Contest. This 

contest is for ages 9-14 Boys and Girls. The date of our contest will be 

January 8th. Please see the parish website or contact Brother Scott 

Smithburn at irishman1991@gmail.com. Winners of our contest will move 

on to regionals, district, state and ultimately national. If you are into 

basketball we invite you to give this a try. Contact Scott Smithburn at the 

email address previously provided or Grand Knight Ben Janczewski at 

wyotechben@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to Christmas and beyond

December 19th, 12:30-2:00 pm, Parish Center

All are invited to join us for "Cookies with Santa" on December 19th from 

12:30-2p in the Parish Center. There will be a craft for the kids along with 

story time and a visit with Santa! Make sure to buy a raffle ticket with the 

opportunity to win one of several prizes including a cash prize, a power 

drill, a wool rug, a food basket from Fresh Thyme, various gift cards from 

local restaurants and businesses and a very special mystery prize! We will 

also have a bake sale with goodies made by our own parishioners - just in 

time for the holidays!! Cookies and hot cocoa will be served!!

We must never lose focus on why we celebrate Christmas to begin with. In 

today’s world it appears that Christmas is simply a reason for a shopping 

spree. Without the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ we would not even have 

the celebration. In working to keep the theme Christ, the Knights of 

Columbus will be sponsoring an essay contest. This contest will involve 

families submitting a short written article on their personal celebration of 

our Lord’s Birth. We would like to see an essay of 250 words or less and it 

may involve pictures drawn up by the children as well as holiday 

pictures. We would like to see these turned in by December 7th. They can 

be submitted to Jerry Zent at jerrymzent@gmail.com or place them in the 

box or container in the rear of the church. The winner will be presented a 

very nice Nativity Scene that you can proudly display in your front yard for 

years to come.
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