
The LORD, your God, 

a mighty savior; 

he will rejoice over 

you with gladness, 

and renew you 

in his love ... 

Zephaniah 3:17 
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Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 
243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 
243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 
243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 
243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Driven by the missionary zeal of St. Thérèse,  

the Lord anoints us to proclaim  

to the poor and broken  

the Good News 

that Jesus calls us to abundant life in Him. 

Saturday, December 11 

 5:30 pm  Veronica Espiritu 

 

Sunday, December 12 

 9:00 am  Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am  Kathy Kalinichenko 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday,  December 13 

 8:30 am Mr. Vincent Dinh 

 

Tuesday, December 14 

     8:30 am Dorothy Scheetz 

 

Wednesday, December 15 

 8:30 am Mary O’Hearn 

Thursday, December 16 

 8:30 am John Richards 

 

Friday, December 17 

 8:30 am Linda Molenda 

 

Saturday, December 18 

 8:00 am  Sue Allen 

 5:30 pm Ken Dempsey 

 

Sunday, December 19 

 9:00 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 11:30 am Bob Sindy 

 8:00 pm Justina Sova 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
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From our Pastor 

The Third Sunday of Advent is always celebrated as “Gaudete 

Sunday” or “Rejoice Sunday.” This comes from the first word of 

the Introit or Entrance Antiphon for today’s Mass: “Rejoice in 

the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is 

near” (Phil 4: 4-5). We are reminded of the imminence of the 

Lord’s coming and our closeness to the feast of the Lord’s 

Nativity, which Advent anticipates. These words also open our 

Second reading for this weekend. St. Paul urges us to let our 

kindness be manifest, and not be anxious as we make our 

requests known to God. As the Lord’s coming is near, we are 

exhorted to rejoice! Liturgically we express this joy by lighting 

the third candle in our Advent wreath, which is brighter than 

the rest, typically a rose-colored candle; the priest wears rose 

colored vestments (The priest wears this color of vestment 

only twice in a year - on the Third Sunday of Advent, known as 

Gaudete Sunday and on the Fourth Sunday of Lent, known as 

Laetare Sunday; Note: Blue is not an officially approved 

liturgical color in the United States). Our celebration highlights 

our belief that the light of the Lord is gradually dispelling the 

darkness and gloom that envelops the world.  

One thing I have found helpful with Advent is the exposure to 

some not so popular books of the Bible. By including these 

readings in the liturgy for Advent, the church intends to show 

that the expectation of a Davidic Messiah is entrenched in the 

history and minds of the people of Israel. These Old Testament 

readings from the prophets, both major and minor, speak of 

God’s love and fidelity to the covenant made to Abraham and 

his descendants. They speak of Israel’s sin in abandoning the 

worship of the One true God and their prostitution with foreign 

gods. They also communicate God’s response to the people’s 

sin by allowing them to be taken into Exile by their enemies, 

their cities sacked and their Temple destroyed. The readings 

are however not only about the dark times in Israel’s history; 

they also present the prophets as proclaiming messages of 

hope and of an anticipated restoration. The fulfillment of these 

prophecies of redemption, although begun in the return of the 

exiles to Jerusalem, will only come to completion when the 

long awaited Messiah comes. He will fulfill in his person and 

through his ministry all that was spoken of him in the law and 

the prophets.  

Last weekend we read from the prophet Baruch. This week, we 

read from Zephaniah. The name “Zephaniah” literally means 

“Yahweh protects.” He is the only prophet for whom we have a 

genealogy from the fourth generation. He prophesied during 

the reign of Josiah (640-609) and probably from Jerusalem 

since he seemed to know a lot about what happened in the city 

and in the court. He preached about the coming Day of the 

Lord. This day would be a day of judgment against Israel’s 

enemies, but also a warning to the chosen people. It should 

lead them back to the repentance, obedience and humility that 

they so sadly lacked. It is only on this grounds that they would 

survive the calamity that would accompany the divine 

visitation. He spoke of a faithful remnant who will be left to 

enjoy the fruits of salvation (Zeph. 3:12-20).  

The Assyrian kings had imposed heavy yokes upon many 

peoples, demanding a heavy tribute from them. The Lord 

speaks as if Assyria was his instrument. It was he who 

destroyed their cities because of their idolatry. But the Lord 

calls on the faithful remnant to wait on him, for on that day, he 

would vindicate them and judge the wicked. Our First reading 

for this weekend is a continuation of this promise of 

restoration by the Lord. On that day, when the Messiah comes, 

they will need not be afraid of any foe within or from outside, 

as the Lord the king of Israel would be in their midst. We see in 

Zephaniah that chastisement from the Lord is always a 

reflection of God’s mercy.  

God is merciful. We all need the mercy of God; without it none 

of us can stand (Psalms 130:3). This period of preparation for 

the Lord’s coming offers us the privilege to humble ourselves 

before the Lord and ask his mercy in the sacrament of 

reconciliation. As part of our effort to assist us in our reflection 

on ways to best ready ourselves for the Lord’s coming at 

Christmas and at the end of time, we will have an Advent Talk 

here in Church, to be given by our own parishioner, Monica 

Markovich. This will take place this Tuesday, December 14, 

2021 at 7:30 pm. There would be opportunity for individual 

sacramental confessions after the talk. On Thursday, December 

16, 2021 from 5:30 pm until 8:30 pm we will have another 

opportunity for reconciliation. We have invited a number of 

priests to help us with this penance service. Please plan to 

come, and on time. 

Rejoice, the Lord is near! 

With blessings from my heart, 
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The Propers of the Mass include the Scriptural 

texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The 

Proper texts which will be chanted by a cantor are 

the Introit (when the priest processes to the altar), 

Offertory (when the altar is prepared for the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist), and Communion. 

Introit: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 

rejoice. Let your forbearance be known to all 

men. The Lord is at hand. Do not be anxious 

over anything; but in all manner of prayer, let 

your requests be made known unto 

God.” (Philippians 4:4-5)

Offertory: “O Lord, you have blessed your land, 

you have put an end to Jacob’s captivity; you 

have forgiven the guilt of your people.” (Psalm 

85:2-3a)

Communion: “Say: Take courage, you who are 

fainthearted, and do not fear; behold, our God 

will come and he will save us.” (Isaiah 35:4)

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6;

Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

Monday Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab,

6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday Memorial of Saint John of the Cross,

Priest and Doctor of the Church

Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,

19 and 23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab and 

10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a 

and 13b; Lk 7:24-30

Friday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 

17; Mt 1:1-17

Saturday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;

Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45

Sunday, December 19th, 11:00 am

Parishioners will gather to pray the Holy Rosary 

before the 11:30 am Mass. All are welcome and 

encouraged to join in asking our Blessed Mother 

to intercede for us!

Upcoming next week– Rosary on Sunday, 

December 26th at 7:30 pm.

Entering into Advent 

Tuesday, December 14th, 7:30 pm

All are invited to an evening of hope and delving deeper into the 

meaning of Advent, with a talk by Monica Markovich followed by 

Eucharistic Adoration and an opportunity to receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.
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Rooted in Love

Monday, December 13th @ 6:00 pm

House of Praise

Friday, December 17th  @ 6:30 pm

For more details visit 

https://mailchi.mp/littleflowerchurch/household

-sign-up  or scan the code below.

Sunday, December 12, at 4:00 pm

St. Bavo Church, 511 W. 7th St., Mishawaka

St. Bavo Church has canceled its 16th annual 

"Festival of Lessons and Carols” due to illness.

Joyful Receptivity. I think that my knee-jerk reaction to that is an eye roll. I 

have never really considered myself joyful, I am pretty content being a 

glass-half-empty kind of girl. I tend to see the bad in the world and my 

heart aches for something new. I think this is what continually calls me 

back to Christ. He is a reminder that with all the very real sorrows of this 

world there is always good. I take on the risk of sounding strange saying 

this but I love the crucifixion, I love the cross. I love it so much I have a 

tattoo of a cross on my wrist. I’ve been told my whole life that Jesus was 

the Son of God, a Man without sin. If anyone should be exempt from the 

pain of this world it is Him. The cross was gruesome and hard and painful 

but Jesus entered into that mess out of Love for us.

As I’ve transitioned to motherhood, I am always astounded by Mary. That 

anyone could do parenthood and remain sinless is absolutely beyond 

comprehension to me. When I think of the Cross she is now where my 

contemplating goes. What pain she must have felt seeing her baby on the 

cross. I wonder if she had known that pain at the annunciation when the 

angel asked her to bear the Son of God if she would have hesitated a little. 

I would have. I don’t think anyone would blame her or be upset if she did 

all she could to avoid that outcome. She could have hidden Jesus away, she 

could have said no altogether. As I continue to think about the cost of 

being receptive to the Holy Spirit and the Lord’s will for us I don’t think we 

are called to be continually happy, in fact, if Jesus and Mary, and many 

other saints are examples, we will experience times of immense sorrow 

and tragedy. But it is because of that suffering we have the resurrection 

and eternal life. That is the joy that we are clinging to.

Mondays in Advent, After 6:00 pm Mass, Holy Family Parish

Holy Family is having a short Advent Mission every Monday after the 6pm 

Mass. All are welcome to come enjoy Mass & Advent reflections with:

• Fr. Nathan Maskal (Dec 13th)...Jesus comes as the Word made

Flesh: Incarnation!

• Fr. Glenn Kohrman (Dec 20th)...Revelation! (Fr. Glenn is young in

Spirit!)

Come be refreshed in your soul this Advent at Holy Family. There will be 

light refreshments for your body as well!
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We continue from last week the teaching of Fr. Patrick Gonyeau at the 

Healing Service on November 19.

“And just as he turned that water into wine, he climbed upon the cross 

and took our sins upon the cross. He turned death into life and after they 

laid him in the grave, he rose and said, ‘Whoever believes in me – even if 

they die – will live,’ because he has gotten a hold of humanity.

“Jesus is a lavish giver. When he gives himself to us in Holy Communion, 

he is not content to not see us until we join him in heaven. No, he can’t 

resist you. He loves to give himself to you in Holy Communion.

“The image of him taking hold of that water and turning it into wine is an 

image of him taking hold of our old flesh, that old Adam and that old Eve, 

transforming it with his life-changing power that turns us, as St. Paul 

says, into a new creation, redeemed and made into children who are 

worth the blood of Christ.

“And the whole time, Mary is just smiling as if to tell us, ‘That’s my boy! 

‘Do whatever he tells you.’

“Without you, Jesus, I am a dead man walking. But, with you, as I gaze 

upon your cross, I see that you died for me and I love you. You can do 

that transformation again – water into wine. It’s a choice, and the best 

thing that can happen is the healing of the heart. And things like 

hopelessness, sadness, thoughts, habits that we didn’t think we could 

break become breakable because we’ve given him everything.”

In November, the Outreach Program provided 

$6,372.17 in assistance to 30 families or 

individuals for 32 accounts.

One woman you helped is surrounded by Covid. 

Her oldest child and husband, living with her, 

both have Covid, and her step-father died with 

Covid in August. A single mom with three 

children cannot find a job that will allow her the 

time to care for her children. Another woman 

had just started a job in which she had to do 

home visits. She got Covid, and her children all 

got it. They are all quarantined. Another woman 

got a job, but because business was slow, her 

hours were cut severely. A man who works in 

construction has dealt with numerous health 

issues and now has knee surgery coming up.

Thank you for your generosity that has brought 

some sunshine in their lives.

December 19th, 12:30-2:00 pm, Parish Center

All are invited to join us for "Cookies with Santa" 

on December 19th from 12:30-2p in the Parish 

Center. There will be a craft for the kids along 

with story time and a visit with Santa! Make 

sure to buy a raffle ticket with the opportunity 

to win one of several prizes including a cash 

prize, a power drill, a wool rug, a food basket 

from Fresh Thyme, various gift cards from local 

restaurants and businesses and a very special 

mystery prize! We will also have a bake sale 

with goodies made by our own parishioners -

just in time for the holidays!! Cookies and hot 

cocoa will be served!!

Saturday, January 8, 2022

The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Free Throw Contest. This 

contest is for ages 9-14 Boys and Girls. The date of our contest will be 

January 8th. Please see the parish website or contact Brother Scott 

Smithburn at irishman1991@gmail.com. Winners of our contest will 

move on to regionals, district, state and ultimately national. If you are 

into basketball we invite you to give this a try. Contact Scott Smithburn 

at the email address previously provided or Grand Knight Ben Janczewski 

at wyotechben@gmail.com. 



(See their ad on the back cover)

Everyday we have the opportunity and call to share with others the love of 

Jesus and the Good News He brings. The urgency of this task should come 

to the forefront of our minds during this Advent season and with the 

coming of Christmas. In many ways, our world is primed for this message: 

after 2 years of suffering through the pandemic and division in many ares 

of our lives, we are all tired, many are lonely or feeling hopeless, crushed 

by the darkness and hate they see in the world around us.

If we truly believe what we stand up and say we believe each Sunday in 

the Creed, then we should feel compelled to share the never-ending, 

abundantly-overflowing, crazy-for-each-one-of-us love and mercy of God 

with everyone! We cannot keep it to ourselves, people must know! 

We are inviting you to give a special Birthday gift to Jesus this year– invite 

4 people to come to Christmas Mass with you. It could be a family member, 

your hairdresser, the cashier at Martin’s, whoever the Holy Spirit nudges 

you to invite. Say yes, step out of your comfort zone, and wholeheartedly 

invite them to join us on Christmas, invite them to celebrate the love of 

God who comes to join us in the mess and redeems this weary world. 

This year we will be printing invitations for you– all you have to do is cut 

them, circle the Mass date and time you will be attending and give them to 

whoever you feel called to invite!

12/23/21—1/3/22

Parish Office closed

12/31/21 

6:30 pm Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God

1/1/22

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Mass at 9:00 am and 12:00 pm;

No 5:30pm Mass
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