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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

Dearly beloved parishioners, 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

It is the Octave of Christmas and the Church celebrates today the Epiphany of the Lord. The word “Epiphany” comes from a 

Greek root, which could be rendered as ‘manifestation,’ ‘to reveal,’ ‘to unveil.’ It is the revelation of Jesus Christ as the light to 

the nations. When scripture speaks of nations, it refers to the whole world apart from the Jewish nation. This includes everyone 

else who is outside of the original promise made to Abraham and his descendants. That includes you and me. Isaiah beckons 

Jerusalem to rise in splendor for her light, which the glory of the Lord, shines upon her. This light dispels the darkness that 

covers the earth and provides light for nations and kings who would embark on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem bearing gifts of gold 

and frankincense. It has been argued that this reference to kings in the First reading serves as the Old Testament ground for the 

popular identification of the Magi from the East as kings. Although the Gospel does not mention that they are kings, this 

tradition seems to be popular. Recall the Christmas song “We Three Kings From Orient Are…”  

 

In the East, Epiphany primarily commemorates the baptism of the Lord, whereas the West celebrates the visit of the Magi. This  

explains why our focus today is on the Magi and the homage they did the new born king of the Jews. We commemorate the 

showing of the christ-child as king not only of Israel but of the whole world. The Messiah, though promised to the Jews, is not 

exclusive to the Jews. He has come not to save some but all. Therefore, he is the Messiah of both Jews and Gentiles alike. This 

understanding is important for us in thinking about the universal import of the Messiah ’s birth and of his redemptive suffering, 

death and resurrection. Jesus is Lord, not for the Jews only but for the Gentiles as well. As St. Paul attests, through the preaching 

of the gospel, the Gentiles have become coheirs and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus. This is good news! In Jesus, we 

who had been separated from the promise on account of our transgressions have become inheritors of salvation and can fully 

participate in the new life won for us by Christ.  

 

There are a number of scholarly interpretations of the gesture of bringing gifts to the new born, and the significance of the 

individual gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. You might have heard about how these gifts speak to Jesus’  Kingship, Divinity 

and his Death. I like to wonder if the idea of traveling kings coming from a distance to pay him homage doesn ’t suggest that he 

ranks above them, and is deserving of the homage they paid him. Whatever the case might be, today the Solemnity of the 

Epiphany affords us the opportunity to see Jesus as our King as well. Like the Magi let us come to him bearing gifts, not of gold, 

or frankincense or myrrh, but the gift of ourselves without reservation. The Lord needs the gift of your heart, of your life, of all 

you possess. Will you oblige him?  

 

“O Come Let us Adore Him, O Come Let us Adore Him, O Come Let us Adore Him, Christ the Lord!” 

 

With blessings from my heart, 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER 

Saturday, January 1 

 9:00 am  James Lynskey 

 

Sunday, January 2 

 9:00 am Mr. Vincent Dinh 

 11:30 am Vivian Ann Pesaresi 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little 

Flower 

 

Monday,  January 3 

 8:30 am Ronald Greske on his Birthday 

 

Tuesday, January 4 

     8:30 am Mary Fiorenza 

 

Wednesday, January 5 

 8:30 am Nick Strzelecki 

 

Thursday, January 6 

 8:30 am John Dunbar 

Friday, January 7 

 8:30 am Gregory Calhoun 

 

Saturday, January 8 

 8:00 am  Deborah Van Arselale 

 5:30 pm Walsh, Willis, and Dermedy Families 

 

Sunday, January 9 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Norma Miller 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse,  

  Little Flower 

 

 

Sunday  Epiphany of the Lord 

   Is 60: 1-6/ Ps 72: 1-2. 7-8. 10-11, 12-13/  

   Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6/ Mt 2: 1-12  

 

Monday  Monday after Epiphany 

   1 Jn 3: 22- 4: 6/ Ps 2: 7bc-8. 10-12a/  

   Mt 4: 12-17, 23-25  

 

Tuesday  Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

   1 Jn 4: 7-10/ Ps 72: 1-2. 3-4. 7-8/ Mk 6: 34-44  

 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop  

   1 Jn 4: 11-18/ Ps 72: 1-2. 10. 12-13/ Mk 6: 45-52  

 

Thursday 1 Jn 4: 19-5: 4/ Ps 72: 1-2. 14 and 15bc. 17/ Lk 4: 14-22  

 

Friday  1 Jn 5: 5-13/ Ps 147: 12-13. 14-15. 19-20/ Lk 5: 12-16  

 

Saturday 1 Jn 5: 14-21/ Ps 149: 1-2. 3-4. 5 and 6a and 9b/  

   Jn 3: 22-30  

 

Sunday  Baptism of the Lord 

   Is 40: 1-5, 9-11/ Ps 104: 1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 

   (1)/ Ti 2: 11-14; 3: 4-7/ Lk 3: 15-16, 21-22 

An interpreter for the deaf will be present at St. 

Matthew Cathedral in South Bend, 1701 Miami 

St., on the second and fourth Sunday of the 

month at the 11 a.m. Mass. At this time, an 

interpreter for the deaf is not present at the 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Fort 

Wayne; however, we are actively seeking 

someone to partner with the diocese to provide 

this service. If you would like to raise awareness 

for the Deaf Ministry and assist its efforts to 

provide support for the deaf members of the 

Catholic community in our diocese, contact 

Allison Sturm at asturm@diocesefwsb.org or 

260-399-1452.  
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Households are medium-sized intentional communities of parishioners 

(and their families) gathered under a particular charism and united under a 

community covenant. Households gather monthly in homes to eat, pray, 

and 'do life together'! Monthly gatherings are open to anyone!

The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed." 

Upcoming Household dates: 

Monday, Jan. 10th @ 6:00 pm—Rooted in Love

Wednesday, Jan 12th @ 6:30 pm—Jireh

Friday, Jan. 28th @ 6:30 pm — House of Praise

Sign up for the Household newsletter to 

receive monthly gathering details by scanning 

the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi

In the first reading, we hear, “Darkness covers 

the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples.” 

Indeed, it can be said now that darkness covers 

our nation and our earth in many ways. “But 

upon you the Lord shines and over you appears 

his glory.” That was written by Isaiah for the 

people returning from their long exile in 

Babylon. It speaks to the anguish of all who 

are in exile today, physically, emotionally, 

spiritually.

“Then you shall be radiant at what you see, 

your heart shall throb and overflow.” What was 

true for the exiles then is true for us now. The 

Immaculate Conception, the birth of Jesus, the 

Epiphany, completed by Jesus’ life, death, 

resurrection, and the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

the same prophecy is fulfilled for us. Covid and 

none of our contemporary travails can take 

that light away. Only we can let it dim.

Upon us, the Lord shines. “I am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 

8:12). May your light “shine before others, that 

they see your good deeds and glorify your 

heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16).

Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm, Parish Center, Room 2/3

Looking to grow in the new year? Have you been listening to the Bible in a 

Year podcast and wondering what to do next? Check out this weekly Bible 

Study for young adults (age 18-30s), starting January 5, to explore the 

scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday Mass and how they relate to 

you and your life. Bring a Bible if you have one, any version.

Contact: Sean Allen – sallen@ablazemission.org or 858-354-9006
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(See their ad on the back cover)

Saturday, January 8, 2022

The Knights of Columbus will be conducting a Free Throw Contest. This 

contest is for ages 9-14 Boys and Girls. The date of our contest will be 

January 8th. Please see the parish website or contact Brother Scott 

Smithburn at irishman1991@gmail.com to register. Winners of our 

contest will move on to regionals, district, state and ultimately 

national. If you are into basketball we invite you to give this a 

try. Contact Scott Smithburn at the email address previously provided or 

Grand Knight Ben Janczewski at wyotechben@gmail.com. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this 

year’s Giving Tree for St. Margaret's House! Your 

generosity will bless women and children in need 

this Christmas.

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Thank you for your continued support of our 

parish Food Pantry! We are excited to be back to 

serving clients 2 days a week (Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 1:30—3:15 pm). 

We will reopen after the holidays on January 4th.. 

Are you a college student or young adult looking to deepen your own 

spiritual life through serving young people? Join the 2022 Totus Tuus 

Summer Missionary Team, which is made up of four college-aged 

missionaries who receive training and travel to six parish sites for week-

long summer formation programs with children and youth. Lodging and 

stipend provided. For more information and to apply, go 

to diocesefwsb.org/totus-tuus 

Married couples of all ages are invited to join other married couples for 

some fun, fellowship and marriage enrichment. A wedding was one day, 

the marriage lasts a lifetime. Stay up to date - sign up to receive our email 

newsletter at tinyurl.com/QofPDateNightNewsletter

Don’t do it for you, do it for your spouse.

2022 SALT Events

Couples of all ages are invited to RSVP by the dates listed below & 

reserve your spot for free childcare. RSVP is required for childcare

RSVP not required to attend event.

Fri. Jan 14 6:15pm-8pm

RSVP by January 11th

Game Night - Supermarket Chopped

Game show couples play Supermarket Sweep type games

Then work together to win chopped!

http://tinyurl.com/2022QofPDate1

Sunday Jan 23 10am mass

Feast of the Holy Spouses - Marriage Blessing at Mass & special treats in 

the gym after mass
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm
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