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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 
Dearly beloved parishioners, 

Grace and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you and your families!  

 

Do you remember your birth date? Have you ever forgotten your birthday? Do you celebrate your birthday? How? 

 

Are you baptized? Do you remember your baptism date? Do you ever celebrate your baptism day? If so, how? If not, why? 

 

The above questions come to mind as we celebrate today the Baptism of the Lord. This feast marks the end of the Christmas 

Season, and we return to Ordinary Time in the Church’s Liturgical Calendar. The Baptism of the Lord marks the end of Jesus’ early 

and hidden life and the beginning of his public ministry. Jesus’ baptism is unlike our baptisms, because he had no need of 

baptism since he is God, and without sin. He was not made clean by the waters of the Jordan, instead, by going down into the 

waters he makes the waters of baptism holy and efficacious to remove sin. By his Incarnation, Jesus chose to take something of 

ours in order to give us something of his. He took on our humanity, not despising its fallen condition, in order to make us like 

unto God. Jesus is Emmanuel, which means, God with us. This God is a God who stands in solidarity with us. To save humanity, 

he became like us in all things, but sin. Although he is without sin, he stands in line with sinners, asks for and receives baptism 

at the hands of John The Baptizer so that he can closely identify with us and form us as beloved sons and daughters of God.  

In keeping with the teaching of sacred scriptures, the Church believes that baptism is necessary for salvation. It is our entrance 

into the church and the ‘Gateway’ to all the other sacraments. For example, in order to receive the Holy Eucharist, the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation, the sacrament of matrimony, or be ordained one needs to first be baptized. Baptism cleanses us from the stain 

of the sin inherited from our first parents, Adam and Eve, which we call Original Sin, and also makes us Christians and members 

of God’s family, the Church. The 2nd Century Christian Apologist, Tertullian, is reputed for saying, with regard to Christians,  fiunt 

non nascitur - that is, “Christians are made not born.” Though a person might have been born into a Christian home or go to Mass 

weekly, they are not Christians until they are made so through baptism. Thus, baptism is core to who we are as Christians. It is 

our birth into the family of God.  

 

While our natural birth is important, our spiritual birth is even more so. Hence, it seems important for me to remember my 

baptism date and to celebrate it as I would my natural birth date. So, do you remember your baptism date? Is it important to you 

that you were born into God’s family on a given date? Does that day still inform the direction of your life and the choices you 

make or is it only a memory that has no significance? Do you realize that when you were baptized you were claimed for God, and 

as such you are no longer to live for yourself but for God? The Baptism of the Lord is a good opportunity for each one of us to 

recall that wonderful moment when we made those promises to reject sin and to live for God, or when those same promises 

were made on our behalf by our parents and godparents, and to make those words of commitment count once again. This new 

year, let us make this our goal.  

 

******************************************************************************************************* 

My gratitude to Bill Odell and our staff, Gail Waltman, Jenny Peterson, Abby Kyle, Brenda McDonald, and Roy Lawson for helping 

to transform our church from Advent to Christmas. We enjoyed the beauty of your creative decoration. Thank you and God bless.  

We would like to express our gratitude to Alexis Duffy and all volunteers who helped put together the Children ’s Christmas 

Pageant. It was well done. I had fun seeing the children dressed as the characters for the Christmas story. We look forward to 

another such event. Thank you. May the Lord bless you abundantly.  

 

We also express gratitude to Daniel and Christy Piennette for donating a kneeler for our altar servers’ use, and we pray for God’s 

blessing on them for their generosity. Thank you! 

 

We are grateful to Kerry Wallace and her team, as well as the Knights of Columbus, for the beautiful “Cookies with Santa” event 

they put up for our children. The children enjoyed themselves, and look forward to more such events for them and their families. 

Thank you and God bless you! 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 
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St. Michael the Archangel, 

defend us in battle.  

Be our protection against 

the wickedness 

and snares of the devil.  

May God rebuke him, we 

humbly pray,  

and do Thou, O Prince of 

the Heavenly Host,  

by the power of God cast 

into Hell Satan  

and all the evil spirits who 

prowl about the world  

seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER 

Saturday, January 8 

 5:30 pm Walsh, Willis, and Dermedy Families 

 

Sunday, January 9 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am Norma Miller 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse,  

  Little Flower 

 

Monday,  January 10 

 8:30 am Claire Higginbotham & Family 

 

Tuesday, January 11 

     8:30 am Elizabeth Higginbotham 

 

Wednesday, January 12 

 8:30 am Caleb Higginbotham 

Thursday, January 13 

 8:30 am Mark Chicklowski 

 

Friday, January 14 

 8:30 am Josephne Taylor 

 

Saturday, January 15 

 8:00 am  John Peck 

 5:30 pm Helen & John Finlay 

 

Sunday, January 16 

 9:00 am John Peck 

 11:30 am Robert William Kamugisha 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse,  

  Little Flower 

 

 

Sunday  Baptism of the Lord 

   Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11/ Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 

   or Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30/ Acts 10:34-38 

   or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/  Lk 3: 15-16, 21-22 

 

Monday  1 Sm 1: 1-8/ Ps 116: 12-13, 14-17, 18-19/ Mk 1: 14-20  

 

Tuesday  1 Sm 1: 9-20/ 1 Sm 2: 1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/ Mk 1: 21-28  

 

Wednesday 1 Sm 3: 1-10, 19-20/ Ps 40: 2 and 5, 7-8a,  

   8b-9, 10/ Mk 1: 29-39  

 

Thursday 1 Sm 4: 1-11/ Ps 44: 10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1: 40-45  

 

Friday  1 Sm 8: 4-7, 10-22a/ Ps 89: 16-17, 18-19/ Mk 2: 1-12  

 

Saturday 1 Sm 9: 1-4, 17-19; 10: 1/ Ps 21: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7/  

   Mk 2: 13-17  

 

Sunday  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Is 62: 1-5/ Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)/ 1  

   Cor 12: 4-11/ Jn 2: 1-11  

An interpreter for the deaf will be present at St. Matthew Cathedral in 

South Bend, 1701 Miami St., on the second and fourth Sunday of the 

month at the 11 am Mass. If you would like to raise awareness for the 

Deaf Ministry and assist its efforts to provide support for the deaf 

members of the Catholic community in our diocese, contact Allison Sturm 

at asturm@diocesefwsb.org or 260-399-1452.  

Wednesday, January 12th, 5:30-7:00 pm 

All are welcome to this family friendly evening 

of Eucharistic Adoration. There will be some 

periods of time with music and some of 

(relative) silence. Come for as little or as long as 

you are able! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

We hope you and your family will join us and give households a try this 
year! The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed,” and all 
welcome!

Upcoming Household dates: 

Monday, Jan. 10th @ 6:00 pm—Rooted in Love

Wednesday, Jan 12th @ 6:30 pm—Jireh

Friday, Jan. 28th @ 6:30 pm — House of Praise

Sign up for the Household newsletter to 

receive monthly gathering details by scanning 

the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi

Today, we celebrate Jesus’ baptism, after which 

he goes to the desert and is tempted by the 

devil. Then what does he do? He heals. He 

teaches. He reaches out to sinners, the little, 

the lost, the rejected. HE LOVES!

Today completes the Christmas season, but it 

doesn’t complete Christmas. What began with 

the Incarnation is forever and always, every 

hour of every day of every year. The 

Incarnation and Christmas tell us that God 

loves us, in our strengths, and in our 

weaknesses no less. In our largeness, and in 

our smallness no less. In our successes, and in 

our failures no less. In our good fortune, and in 

our bad fortune no less. In our wellness, and in 

our sadness no less. In our wholeness, and in 

our brokenness no less. We don’t have to work 

to be justified, we only have to say “yes” to 

God’s great gift, and let our words and actions 

say that we mean “yes.” Meaning, love as Jesus 

loved.

No more waiting. HE IS HERE! Not here, gone 

tomorrow. Here every moment…forever!

Dear sister or brother, if, as in Bethlehem, the 

darkness of night overwhelms you, if you feel 

surrounded by cold indifference, if the hurt you 

carry inside cries out, “You are of little account; 

you are worthless; you will never be loved the 

way you want,” tonight, if this is what you are 

feeling, God answers back. He tells you: “I love 

you just as you are. Your littleness does not 

frighten me, your failings do not trouble me. I 

became little for your sake. To be your God, I 

became your brother. Dear brother, dear sister, 

don’t be afraid of me. Find in me your measure of 

greatness. I am close to you, and one thing only 

do I ask: trust me and open your heart to me.
– spoken by Pope Francis, 

Christmas Midnight Mass homily 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm, Parish Center, Room 4 

All are invited to participate in a study on the Jewish roots of the Bible on 

Thursdays beginning Jan. 13th at 7:00 pm in Room 4 of the Parish Center. 

Reach out to Elijah Coburn-McDonald with any questions at 574-520-8327.

Thursday, January 27th, 7-8:30 pm in the Church

Ladies, you were made for joy and peace! All women are welcome to join 

us for our January gathering. Often there is a sense of dissatisfaction as we 

begin the year. We know, deep within our souls, we were created for more

than endless food, screens, and presents. But it isn’t a New Year’s 

resolution that our souls are truly seeking. Come and rest in Jesus and 

allow Him to unveil the ‘more’ for which our souls were created. Our 

Heavenly Father awaits each of His beloved daughters with outstretched 

arms. 
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(See their ad on the back cover) 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

Married couples of all ages are invited to join other married couples for 

some fun, fellowship and marriage enrichment. A wedding was one day, 

the marriage lasts a lifetime. Stay up to date - sign up to receive our email 

newsletter at tinyurl.com/QofPDateNightNewsletter 

Don’t do it for you, do it for your spouse. 

2022 SALT Events 

Couples of all ages are invited to RSVP by the dates listed below & 

reserve your spot for free childcare. RSVP is required for childcare 

RSVP not required to attend event. 

Fri. Jan 14 6:15pm-8pm 

RSVP by January 11th 

Game Night - Supermarket Chopped 

Game show couples play Supermarket Sweep type games 

Then work together to win chopped! 

http://tinyurl.com/2022QofPDate1 

Sunday Jan 23 10am mass 

Feast of the Holy Spouses - Marriage Blessing at Mass & special treats in 

the gym after mass 

Learn to save babies and support women on the 

frontlines in a peaceful, prayerful, and law-

abiding manner. Join Right to Life Michiana for 

Sidewalk Advocacy Training on Saturday, January 

29th from 9:30am-2:30pm at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church in Mishawaka.  All pro-lifers are 

encouraged to attend to learn how to support 

women facing unplanned pregnancies in any 

situation. Snacks and lunch provided. You must 

be registered to attend. RSVP by emailing Megan 

at programs@prolifemichiana.org. 

On December 7th, 2021, St. Joseph County 

Council voted 9-0 to fund 2.7 million dollars for a 

crisis response center. Now, family members in 

mental health and substance abuse crisis will get 

the treatment they need instead of sending 

people to jail. Through Faith in Indiana, more 

than 70 faith leaders gathered in support. 

Faith in Indiana has achieved ending ICE 

detentions in our county jail. They also won a 

million dollar grant for our County Health 

department to address lead poisoning in 

children’s water. They also helped establish two 

full days of Covid testing on the west side of 

South Bend. They worked with the South Bend 

mayor and the Board of Safety to adopt a 

transparent police discipline matrix. 

One of Faith in Indiana's biggest goals is to 

reduce gun violence and incarceration by 30% by 

2023 by working with the police, community 

leaders, and different faith leaders. 

Faith in Indiana appreciates the continuing 

support of St. Thérèse Little Flower Catholic 

Church. You may find out more about Faith in 

Indiana or how to get involved by contacting 

Social Justice Commission member Pete Webb 

at Pete.webb50831@gmail.com or call 574-993-

3232. 

Sunday, January 23rd, 12:30pm, Parish Center. 

Come and celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe (Patron 

saint of America and the unborn). This will be a fun 

feast with Mexican food (tamales, beans, chips and 

salsa), a short skit and a music and dance performance 

by Wings of Dawn and Spanish Heart. 

There will be a $5.00 donation to cover the cost of food. 

Questions? Contact: Carolynn Hine-Edington;  

Phone: 574-329-2977; Email: carolynnhinejohnson@gmail.com 

Palmer Funeral Homes
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm
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