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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 
Greetings my beloved parishioners, 

 

Hope your year is off to a good start. In the spirit of continued gratitude, I want to thank all of you who made 

my Christmas a memorable and graced one. Your participation at the Christmas liturgies, your prayers, words of 

support and encouragement, baked goodies, cards and gifts are deeply, deeply appreciated. Be assured of my prayers for you and 

your families. A priest never forgets his benefactors.  

 

There is a tradition that celebrates three main events on Epiphany Sunday, the Visit of the Magi, the Baptism of the Lord and the 

Wedding feast at Cana. With the passage of time, these three events were assigned to three different Sundays in the Liturgical 

Calendar. We have commemorated the first two, and this weekend we have the opportunity of reading from John ’s account of the 

third. We see in these events the manifestation of Jesus’ glory. 

 

The metaphor of marriage is widely used in Scripture to image God’s relationship with the people. YHWH is often referred to as 

the husband of Israel. This imagery of spousal love is popularized by prophets such as Hosea who while charging Israel of 

infidelity against God speaks of God’s endless love for the people. We hear this same reference to marriage in our First Reading 

for this weekend. The vindication of Jerusalem is depicted as a wedding feast for God and his spouse. We also see this reference 

to a wedding in our Gospel this weekend. Jesus would use this same spousal language in referring to himself as the Bridegroom. 

When responding to the Pharisees who had asked why his disciples did not fast like the disciples of John the Baptist did (Mark 

2:18), Jesus asked, “Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them?” Jesus continues the metaphor by speaking 

of his presence and ministry as “new wine” which requires new wineskins (Mark 2:22).  

 

This background helps us appreciate John’s account of the wedding feast of Cana. This account is laden with a lot of symbolisms 

that speak to the arrival of the messianic era and the fulfillment of the Covenant. John tells us the water jars were stone jars, not 

made the usual way from ceramic but sculpted out of stone, suggesting they must have cost a fortune. They were the very best, 

pure and nonporous. They were used for the Jewish ritual washing, they were six, not seven, meaning they were incomplete. 

Jesus provides wine in abundance, one hundred twenty to one hundred eighty gallons of wine. The wine is the best of all. This 

account speaks to one truth, that the Jesus is the ultimate bridegroom; he gives the new wine, and the wedding party of the new 

covenant has begun.  

 

In John’s account of the wedding at Cana we see the compassion and trust of the Blessed Mother on display. As an invited guest, 

Mary could have just sat there and enjoyed the party like many others who were also invited. Was she the only one who noticed 

that there was no more wine? Did she observe the commotion that such a lack could have caused? Were there others who were 

enraged by the depletion of wine? Were there guests who chose to cast aspersions on the couple or even hurl invective at them? 

Was the embarrassment of the couple so obvious that Mary could notice it? Or did she preempt all of these different reactions? 

We were not told what came before; but that she saw a need and knew where to go for a solution is telling. She was sensitive to 

the need of the people, and she did not wait for them to come to her to ask; she knew who it was who had the answer to any 

question and the solution to any problem. She goes to Jesus. She is not discouraged by what appears as his indifference to the 

plight of the couple; she turns to the disciples and tells them, ‘do whatever he tells you.’ From that instant she left it to him. We 

too must learn to leave it to Jesus, whatever it is. Once we have prayed concerning anything, let us not worry, but trust that Jesus 

is more concerned about that which troubles us than we are about it ourselves. 

 

In our own lives, are we vigilant to see our own needs or the needs of others? Are we proactive to help or pretend not to see the 

need of others so we do not feel responsible to act? Do we know where to turn to when the wine of our lives is running low? Do 

we turn to Jesus in confidence and ask him to turn our water into wine? We can once again hear Mary say, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” These words would be echoed at the Transfiguration by the voice of the Father who declares Jesus as his beloved Son and 

urges those present to ‘Listen to him’ (Luke 9:35). No matter what we go through in life, no matter what the news media is 

saying, no matter what the government is doing or saying, no matter what the economic situation or global politics is, our joy, 

our fulfillment in life, rests on these five words, “Do whatever he tells you!” 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you. 

With blessings from my heart, 
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St. Michael the Archangel, 

defend us in battle.  

Be our protection against 

the wickedness 

and snares of the devil.  

May God rebuke him, we 

humbly pray,  

and do Thou, O Prince of 

the Heavenly Host,  

by the power of God cast 

into Hell Satan  

and all the evil spirits who 

prowl about the world  

seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER 

Saturday, January 15 

 5:30 pm Helen & John Finlay 

 

Sunday, January 16 

 9:00 am John Peck 

 11:30 am Robert William Kamugisha 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse,  

  Little Flower 

 

Monday,  January 17 

 8:30 am Suzanne Ferry 

 

Tuesday, January 18 

     8:30 am Jeanne Bendit 

 

Wednesday, January 19 

 8:30 am Intentions of David Berta 

Thursday, January 20 

 8:30 am For Biblical proportion miracles for Katie  

  Schwab through the joint intercession of Our  

  Blessed Mother & Bl. Basil Moreau 

 

Friday, January 21 

 8:30 am Intentions of Joe Bruno 

 

Saturday, January 22 

 8:00 am  Janet Reiter 

 5:30 pm Alfredo Estrera 

 

Sunday, January 23 

 9:00 am Mr. Bartolomeo Dinh 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse,  

  Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Catherine Grasinski 

Sunday  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Is 62: 1-5/ Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)/  

   1 Cor 12: 4-11/ Jn 2: 1-11  

Monday  Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbot 

   1 Sm 15: 16-23/ Ps 50: 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/ Mk 2: 

   18-22  

Tuesday  1 Sm 16: 1-13/ Ps 89: 20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2: 23-28  

Wednesday 1 Sm 17: 32-33, 37, 40-51/ Ps 144: 1b, 2, 9-10/  

   Mk 3: 1-6  

Thursday 1 Sm 18: 6-9; 19: 1-7/ Ps 56: 2-3, 9-10a,  

   10b-11, 12-13/ Mk 3: 7-12  

Friday  Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 

   1 Sm 24: 3-21/ Ps 57: 2, 3-4, 6 and 11/ Mk 3: 13-19  

Saturday Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection  

   of Unborn Children  

   2 Sm 1: 1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/ Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/  

   Mk 3: 20-21  

Sunday  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

   Neh 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/ Ps 19: 8, 9, 10, 15/ 

   1 Cor 12: 12-30 or 1 Cor 12:12-14,27/ Lk 1: 1-4; 4: 14-21  

An interpreter for the deaf will be present at St. Matthew Cathedral in 

South Bend, 1701 Miami St., on the second and fourth Sunday of the 

month at the 11 am Mass. If you would like to raise awareness for the 

Deaf Ministry and assist its efforts to provide support for the deaf 

members of the Catholic community in our diocese, contact Allison Sturm 

at asturm@diocesefwsb.org or 260-399-1452.  

Sadly, the celebration of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe with performance by 

Wings of Dawn that was originally 

scheduled for Sunday, January 

23rd has been canceled.  

Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for 

us! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

We hope you and your family will join us and give households a try this 
year. The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed,” and all 
welcome!

Upcoming Household dates: 

Friday, Jan. 28th @ 6:30 pm — House of Praise

Wednesday, Feb. 9th @ 6:30 pm — Jireh 

Monday, February 14th @ 6:00 pm — Rooted in Love

Friday, Feb. 25th @ 6:30 pm — House of Praise

Sign up for the Household newsletter to 

receive monthly gathering details by scanning 

the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi

Thursday, January 27th, 7-8:30 pm in the Church

Ladies, you were made for joy and peace! All women are welcome to join 

us for our January gathering. Often there is a sense of dissatisfaction as we 

begin the year. We know, deep within our souls, we were created for more

than endless food, screens, and presents. But it isn’t a New Year’s 

resolution that our souls are truly seeking. Come and rest in Jesus and 

allow Him to unveil the ‘more’ for which our souls were created. Our 

Heavenly Father awaits each of His beloved daughters with outstretched 

arms. 

The Second Reading speaks of the spiritual 

gifts: expression of wisdom and knowledge, 

faith, gifts of healing, mighty deeds (miracles), 

prophecy, discernment of spirits, tongues, and 

interpretation of tongues. Those are the most 

well known, but the Scriptures speak of others. 

In Romans 12:3-8, we find ministry (serving), 

teaching, exhortation, contributes (generosity), 

leadership, and acts of mercy done cheerfully. 

And in Ephesians, we find additionally 

evangelists and pastors. Elsewhere we also 

find hospitality, assistance and administration, 

and willingness to face martyrdom. More could 

be identified.

The gifts are important, but more important is 

the Gift Giver. And the reason for the Gift Giver 

to give. Whatever spiritual gift or gifts you 

have, they are to build up the body. They are 

not for personal gain. Even what we might 

consider as natural gifts – artistry, music, 

writing, building, for example – are best 

understood as God-given gifts.

Everyone is gifted by God. The challenge is to 

know how so. And then to “open” the gift.

Saturday, February 5th, after 8:00 am Mass

We are excited to announce that the men’s 

prayer breakfast will be returning to St. 

Thérèse, Little Flower. Thanks to Charles 

Ingram who will be leading this important 

men’s prayer and discussion hour. The prayer 

breakfast will be the First Saturday of each 

month beginning after the Saturday Morning 

Mass. All men are invited to attend and help if 

you so desire. Please reach out to Charles 

Ingram at hogman63@yahoo.com. 

Mondays beginning January 17th, 6:30 pm, Payne Hall

It’s not too late to try Alpha! All are invited to join us weekly for dinner, a 

talk, and the opportunity for discussion in an honest, friendly and open 

environment. Questions? Email Abby, abby@littleflowerchurch.org!
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Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Learn to save babies and support women on the frontlines in a peaceful, 

prayerful, and law-abiding manner. Join Right to Life Michiana for 

Sidewalk Advocacy Training on Saturday, January 29th from 9:30am-

2:30pm at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Mishawaka. All pro-lifers are 

encouraged to attend to learn how to support women facing unplanned 

pregnancies in any situation. Snacks and lunch provided. You must be 

registered to attend. RSVP by emailing Megan 

at programs@prolifemichiana.org.

The Christ Child Society is seeking a part time Administrative Assistant/

Donor Database Coordinator who is self-motivated, flexible and willing to 

take on a variety of tasks. 20-25 hours/week with flexible in-office and 

remote hours. Required skills include Microsoft Office and Excel, 

database management, general office duties, verbal and written 

communication skills. For a complete job description , application 

instructions, email president@christchildsb.org. All resumes must be 

received by January 31. For information about CCS, go 

to www.christchildsb.org.

In December, the Outreach Program provided 

$6,967.81 in assistance to 30 families or 

individuals for 33 accounts.

A particularly gut-wrenching story was of a 

woman with a two-year-old child whose daycare 

closed down and the woman lost her job. Just a 

week before she called, her uncle and 

grandfather died the same day. She was facing 

an imminent disconnection, but wasn’t able to 

provide her account number because she was out 

trying to get food. Then she ran out of gas and 

was stranded trying to get home. She was able to 

call, desperately seeking advice, and finally she 

found a friend who would come and help her. 

She was immensely grateful that we patiently 

waited for her, and even more grateful that we 

not only helped her, but spent the time to speak 

faith to her and pray with her.

Not every story is so heart-wrenching, but they’re 

all filled with sadness, worry, and a sense of 

helplessness. Thank you for your generosity that 

made it possible for folks to hear the Christmas 

message of hope.

Get ready, later this month the Knights of Columbus will be conducting a 

baby shower, we will have containers in the rear of the church where we 

will collect newborn to one year baby items that we will be taking to the 

Women’s Care Center of South Bend. We are in the process of ironing out 

the days we will be conducting this event. Parishioners can simply 

purchase new baby items and place them in the containers provided. We 

and the Women’s Care Center thank you for your generosity in 

advance. More to come, be sure to check the bulletin and parish website 

for the days of this event. We just wanted to give you a heads up in 

advance!
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm
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