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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 
 

 

Beloved parishioners, 

Some time ago I referenced in a homily a saying on a note I had received from parishioner Kathleen Ferrone. 

The titanic was built by expert engineers, but the Ark of Noah was constructed by amateurs. While there is something to be said 

for expertise and technical know-how, this logic does not work in every situation. If I want to build a Cathedral or erect a hall, 

for example, I will ask bids from the best contractors available. This logic works for temporal matters. But in the economy of 

salvation, expertise is often not top on the criteria list. When God searches for helpers, he is not looking for the most qualified 

by human standards. When God wanted to build an ark to save the people in Noah ’s days, he used untutored and uneducated 

men. When Jesus wanted to continue the mission of preaching salvation to the world, he selected a band of uneducated men. 

God can, and often works with “unfinished” and “rough” materials. He is the Creator; he brings something into existence from 

what was not. The success that the Lord accomplishes in his work is not contingent on the quality of those called, but in God 

who qualifies those called. It is God who gives fruitfulness to whatever human effort is put at the service of God ’s work. This is 

why none of us must boast about our qualifications or consider ourselves unfit for God ’s use. God can multiply the little we are 

capable of giving; in fact, he often does.  

 

We see this clearly demonstrated in our readings for this weekend. Isaiah did not consider himself worthy to be in divine 

presence. He lamented that he was doomed since he, a man of unclean lips and who lived among a people of unclean lips, had 

the misfortune of beholding the Lord of hosts. Paul did not consider himself worthy to be an apostle or to receive divine 

revelation since he once persecuted Christians. Peter asked the Lord Jesus to “depart from me for I am a sinful man.” He is very 

aware of his unworthiness to be in the presence of Jesus. But in all three cases, note that the Lord does not interrupt their 

declaration of unworthiness, but he does not allow that change his mind about calling them. He cleanses them, makes them fit 

for his purpose, and then commissions them. Isaiah is to ‘go for us,’ Peter is to catch human beings, Paul is to preach the Good 

News to the Gentiles. In all three, it was the grace of God at work.  

 

From the above, we can see that it is God who does the good work through us. None of us can boast of any holiness before God. 

In proportion to God’s goodness, we will always be unworthy and inadequate. Before God, our righteousness are as filthy rags 

(Isaiah 64:6). But God wants to use those rags nonetheless. God wants to bring about his mission of evangelization through us. 

All he asks is our availability and he will supply whatever is lacking in us. Our parish has over the years recognized this truth, 

that we contribute to the work of evangelization by putting our gifts to use in the service of the Gospel. We created a prayer 

which was prayed weekly to help us internalize what we are about. This prayer calls attention to some of the things we have 

been called to do in the service of God and of his people. I have reflected on the request of some parishioners who would like 

the communal recitation of this prayer restored. And in consultation with the Parish Pastoral Council, I have revised this prayer 

to reflect our parish mission. We would be offering this prayer once again for the parish’s use. Please see the revised prayer 

below. We will pray it once again before our weekly liturgies to ask for the Lord’s help in our mission, and to remind ourselves 

that it is God’s work, and we are called to participate in it.   

 

PARISH MISSION PRAYER 

Loving God, 

We, your people at St. Thérèse, Little Flower Catholic Church,  

accept the call to be the voice, hands, and feet of Jesus in our world today.  

Be with us as we proclaim the Good News and make disciples, feed the hungry,  

heal the sick, comfort the suffering, welcome the stranger, visit those in prison and offer friendship to the lonely. Help us to 

forgive and to ask forgiveness for the sins which wound and divide our world. Open our eyes to see Jesus in all people and to be 

Jesus to everyone. Amen. 

 

St. Thérèse, pray for us!  

 

 

With blessings from my heart, 
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St. Michael the 

Archangel, defend us in 

battle.  

Be our protection 

against the wickedness 

and snares of the devil.  

May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray,  

and do Thou, O Prince 

of the Heavenly Host,  

by the power of God 

cast into Hell Satan  

and all the evil 

spirits who prowl about 

the world  seeking the 

ruin of souls. 

Amen. 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER 

Saturday, February 5 

 5:30 pm Mike Perkins 

 

Sunday, February 6 

 9:00 am Barbara Tjarksen 

 11:30 am Rick McCoy 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse,  

  Little Flower 

 

Monday,  February 7 

 8:30 am Gregory Calhoun 

 

Tuesday, February 8 

     8:30 am Intentions of Fr. Julius 

 

Wednesday, February 9 

 8:30 am Robert Johnston 

Thursday, February 10 

 8:30 am Intentions of Fr. Julius 

 

Friday, February 11 

 8:30 am For Biblical proportion miracles for Katie Schwab 

  through the join intercession of our Blessed  

  Mother & Bl. Basil Moreau  

 

Saturday, February 12 

 8:00 am  John Peck 

 5:30 pm Fr. Cornelius Ryan, C.S.C. 

 

Sunday, February 13 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phon Pham 

 11:30 am Intention of Xavier Winston 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse,  

  Little Flower 

Sunday  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

   Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/ Ps 138: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8/ 1 Cor 15:1-11 or 

   1 Cor 15:3-8, 11/ Lk 5:1-11  

 

Monday  1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/ Ps 132: 6-7, 8-10/ Mk 6:53-56 

 

Tuesday  1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/ Ps84: 3, 4, 5 & 10, 11/ Mk 7:1-13 

 

Wednesday 1 Kgs 10: 1-10/ ps 37: 5-6, 30-31, 39-40/ Mk 7:14-23 

 

Thursday Memorial of St. Scholastica, Virgin 

   1 Kgs 11:4 -13/ Ps 106: 3-4, 35-36, 37 & 40/ Mk 7:24-30 

  

Friday  1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/ Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13, 14-15/  

   Mk 7:31-37 

 

Saturday 1 Kgs 12:26-32, 13:33-34/ Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20, 21-22/ 

   Mk 8:1-10 

 

Sunday  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

   Jer 17:5-8/ Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6/ 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/  

   Lk 6:17, 20-26 

 Is celebrated in parishes over the weekend of 

February 5-6, 2022. Please pray for all those 

who have made commitments in the 

consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on 

their special day. May they continue to be 

inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously 

to God's gift of their vocation.  

Thursday, February 17th, 7:00-8:30 pm 

We often forget the honor it is to call the God of the universe ~ Our 

Father. Being made in His image means that our lives have the power to 

echo back His love. When we embrace our daughterhood, we can more 

clearly recognize our worth and authority in being His child. Ladies, come 

join us as we explore our royal heritage and claim the blessings as 

beloved daughters of a King. All women are invited! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Are you longing for authentic community? Join us for a household night! 
The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed,” and all welcome.

Upcoming Household dates: 

Wednesday, Feb. 9th @ 6:30 pm — Jireh 

Monday, February 14th @ 6:00 pm — Rooted in Love

Friday, Feb. 25th @ 6:30 pm — House of Praise

Sign up for the Household newsletter to 

receive monthly gathering details by scanning 

the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi

Last week we spoke of the need for the Church 

to be visual and bold in defending its teaching 

that life is sacred from the moment of 

conception. But we must speak truth with love, 

for without love, truth becomes a bludgeon to 

beat the “opponent.” And we must speak with 

humility, as in last week’s Second Reading we 

hear, “At present we see indistinctly, as in a 

mirror.”

While we ardently work to transform and heal 

the heart of our nation, we must be sensitive 

to the pain of many women: women 

impregnated through rape or incest. Or by 

selfish and demanding men. Or fear of another 

child when, especially if they’re single moms, 

they can’t even support the children they have. 

Or of “problem” pregnancies. Even 

“inconvenient” pregnancies. Love will be 

shown by our actions more than our words. It 

is love that ultimately can bring healing to our 

nation in this divisive issue.

All that by the grace of God, and we see what 

that did for Paul in today’s Second Reading.

February 26th, Fort Wayne, IN

Men, are you needing a spark? Join hundreds of men for the 11th Annual 

Rekindle the Fire Catholic Men’s Conference at the Allen County War 

Memorial Coliseum on Ft. Wayne on February 26th. This year's speakers 

include Tim Staples, Fr. Wade Menezes, Nathan Crankfield, and Jason 

Shanks. We will have q&a with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades and Mass to 

follow. Get your tickets now at rekindethefire.net!

Pregnant and parenting moms who face 

difficult or unexpected circumstances in our 

communities do not have to look far to find 

help. The Diocese of Fort Wayne—South Bend 

is participating in the national campaign, 

Walking with Moms in Need. The purpose of 

this campaign is to better equip each of us to 

identify and communicate available resources 

to women who might be struggling with a 

difficult pregnancy or parenting circumstance. 

The websites list, describe, and provide links 

to many of the resources available in our area 

to support and assist pregnant and parenting 

moms in need:

English: walkingwithmomsfwsb.com

Spanish: caminaconmadresfwsb.com

http://rekindethefire.net/
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Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Providing casseroles for The Center for the 

Homeless is an important Little Flower ministry. 

Volunteers prepare a casserole six times a year 

(every other month) on a Monday or Tuesday of 

their choice and deliver it to The Center for the 

Homeless before 4 PM. A recipe book and pan 

are provided along with instructions on how to 

select the casserole for the date of the delivery.

If you can see yourself in this important 

volunteer role, please contact me for additional 

information. Your participation would be 

appreciated!

Susy Porter, Coordinator

The Center for the Homeless Casserole Program

937-307-6413

Sport1004@comcast.net

The United States Province of the Congregation of Holy Cross seeks a 

Marketing Communications Manager for its Office of Vocations (located in 

Moreau Seminary on the campus of the University of Notre Dame). The 

position designs and produces electronic and print media, as well as 

promotional items and materials, highlighting the formation programs and 

vocations office programming of the Congregation of Holy Cross. Qualified 

applicants will be practicing Catholics and must possess a bachelor’s 

degree from a four-year college or university. Strong organizational skills 

required. For a complete position description, or to apply, submit resume 

and cover letter to Fr. John DeRiso, CSC, Director, Office of Vocations, via 

email at jderiso@holycrossusa.org. 

Your input is important and appreciated. The 

parish Social Justice Commission would like to 

identify how parishioners are engaged today in 

service and charity efforts and organizations in 

our community. Your response will greatly assist 

us in providing information on available 

community opportunities and how we can best 

work together to serve the parish. Please respond 

by Monday, February 28. Results will be collated 

and shared.

There are two ways for you to respond:

1. Fill out a printed copy, to be found in the 

February 13 bulletin. Surveys and a drop-in box 

will be in the gathering space until the end of 

February. If you wish to mail in the survey, there 

will be stamped addressed envelopes available 

at the drop-in box.

2. Go to the parish website –

littleflowerchurch.org, select “Serve with Us”, 

then Social Justice Commission, then click the 

button to go to the survey, fill it out and submit. 

Or you can simply scan the code below to go 

directly to the survey. 

The online version is now live.

Join the diocesan Ministry with Persons with Disabilities on the first 

Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. via Zoom to connect with others 

interested in helping children with disabilities attend Catholic schools in 

the diocese, learn about resources available in the area, and discuss ways 

to support parents, educators, and administrators. The meeting is open to 

everyone. To access the meetings, contact Allison Sturm, Ministry with 

Persons with Disabilities, for monthly Zoom link at 260-399-1452 

or asturm@diocesefwsb.org.
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm
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