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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

Dearly beloved parishioners, 

 

This weekend we celebrate National Marriage week as we 

commemorate St. Valentine, who is an icon for committed and 

sacrificial married love. I want to thank all married people who 

are doing their best to live the vows that they made to one 

another. You are a shining example for our world, and we are 

grateful for your witnessing. I commend to the powerful 

intercession of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph all 

whose marriages have come upon hard times and are 

struggling to keep the storm from taking control of the ship of 

their marriage. My prayers are also with families that have 

experienced painful separation or divorce. May the Lord heal 

their pain and be their support. I pray also for the many young 

people who are dating or discerning marriage, that they will be 

open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit as they make decisions 

for married life. 

 

Marriage is one of the seven efficacious signs which 

communicate grace to its recipients, and which we call 

sacraments. The church teaches that marriage is not purely a 

human institution, but has God as its author (CCC 1603). 

Despite the many variations this sacrament might have taken 

through the ages, marriage has been established by God, and 

with its own proper laws. It therefore seems proper to make 

recourse to God for what his intention is for this institution, 

rather than creating new laws, on the basis of popular acclaim 

or what the news media think. It is in turning to God for lessons 

on how to live married life that married couples can truly 

 

 

enjoy the blessedness that comes from trusting in God rather 

than the curse, which comes from trusting in human beings. 

Just as God is a community of persons, he has created us to live 

in community with other human beings. God does not want us 

to do life alone, and marriage should not be lived in isolation. I  

urge married people to continue to search the scriptures and 

the teachings of the Church to know what God’s plan is for 

marriage. To do this is to trust your marriages to the loving 

care of God. Many of us have the fortune of knowing mature 

couples who are living out God’s plan for marriage. I encourage 

young couples to search for and select mentor couples who are 

examples of good Christian marriages and to fellowship with 

other Christians who are trying to live out the marriage 

vocation in a confused and always changing world. As a parish 

we are trying to provide such opportunities with our 

Households. Please consider going to one of the meetings and 

connect with other people of faith who are zealous about God 

and God’s call to love. Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

 

Cover image: [image of Jesus preaching from The Chosen Series]. Word on Fire. https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/fellows/the-chosen-season-2-getting-
jesus-the-god-man-right/ 
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St. Michael the 

Archangel, defend us in 

battle.

Be our protection 

against the wickedness

and snares of the devil.

May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray,

and do Thou, O Prince 

of the Heavenly Host,

by the power of God 

cast into Hell Satan 

and all the evil 

spirits who prowl about 

the world  seeking the 

ruin of souls.

Amen.

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER

Saturday, February 12

5:30 pm Fr. Cornelius Ryan, C.S.C.

Sunday, February 13

9:00 am Matthew Vu Phon Pham

11:30 am Intention of Xavier Winston

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, 

Little Flower

Monday,  February 14

8:30 am John Peck

Tuesday, February 15

8:30 am Fr. Neil Ryan, C.S.C.

Wednesday, February 16

8:30 am Intention of Michael Makowski & Family

Thursday, February 17

8:30 am No intention at this time

Friday, February 18

8:30 am No intention at this time

Saturday, February 19

8:00 am Terry Newton

5:30 pm Dan Skwarcan

Sunday, February 20

9:00 am Monica Duffy

11:30 am Laurie Crisp

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, 

Little Flower

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jer 17:5-8/ Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6/ 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/ 

Lk 6:17, 20-26

Monday Memorial of Saints Cyril, Monk and Methodius, Bishop

Jas 1:1-11/ Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/ 

Mk 8:11-13

Tuesday Jas 1:12-18/ Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/ Mk 8:14-21

Wednesday Jas 1:19-27/ Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/ 

Mk 8:22-26

Thursday Jas 2:1-9/ Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ Mk 8:27-33 

Friday Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 

Mk 8:34-9:1

Saturday Jas 3:1-10/ Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8/ Mk 9:2-13

Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/ Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-

13/ 1 Cor 15:45-49/ Lk 6:27-38

Thursday, February 17th, 7:00-8:30 pm

We often forget the honor it is to call the God of the universe ~ Our 

Father. Being made in His image means that our lives have the power to 

echo back His love. When we embrace our daughterhood, we can more 

clearly recognize our worth and authority in being His child. Ladies, come 

join us as we explore our royal heritage and claim the blessings as 

beloved daughters of a King. All women are invited!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Are you longing for authentic community? Join us for a household night! 
The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed,” and all welcome.

Upcoming Household dates: 

Monday, February 14th @ 6:00 pm — Rooted in Love

Friday, Feb. 25th @ 6:30 pm — House of Praise

Sign up for the Household newsletter to 

receive monthly gathering details by scanning 

the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi

Thursday, February 24th, 5:30-7:00 pm

All are welcome to this family friendly evening 

of Eucharistic Adoration. There will be some 

periods of time with music and some of 

(relative) silence. Come for as little or as long 

as you are able!

A line from today’s first reading – “Blessed is 

the one who trusts in the Lord, whose hope is 

the Lord.” – reminds me of last Sunday’s junior 

high religious education class. In that class we 

covered the topic of faith, beginning with the 

line from 2 Corinthians 5:7, “We walk by faith, 

not by sight.” (Number 680 in the blue 

hymnals.) The popular Catholic speaker, Fr. 

Mike Schmitz, pointed out in a video that faith 

is more than intellectual assent; it is 

obedience, an act of the will. It is not just a list 

of propositions, but ultimately trust in God. 

Which is why Jesus so frequently exhorts his 

listeners to just believe. Just trust the Lord. 

“Never doubt in the dark what you know was 

true in the light,” Fr. Mike said.

The students experience times of darkness, as 

do their parents, and all of us. Whether it’s fear 

of failure or the unknown, Covid or any serious 

illness, or worry over our nation and the world, 

healing and peace will only be possible when 

we trust the Lord.

February 26th, Fort Wayne, IN

Men, are you needing a spark? Join hundreds of men for the 11th Annual 

Rekindle the Fire Catholic Men’s Conference at the Allen County War 

Memorial Coliseum on Ft. Wayne on February 26th. This year's speakers 

include Tim Staples, Fr. Wade Menezes, Nathan Crankfield, and Jason 

Shanks. We will have q&a with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades and Mass to 

follow. Get your tickets now at rekindethefire.net!

Half of our SEEK participants from this past weekend

Father, give me a deeper outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit. Renew my mind to seek the things 

that you want for me, and not the lies I have 

been told about who I am and who you are.

O Holy Spirit, soul of my soul, enlighten me, 

guard me, strengthen me, console me. Tell me 

what I ought to do, and command me to do 

it. I promise to be submissive to everything 

you would ask of me, and to accept all that 

you have for me. Only show me what is your 

http://rekindethefire.net/
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Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Your input is important and appreciated. The 

parish Social Justice Commission would like to 

identify how parishioners are engaged today in 

service and charity efforts and organizations in 

our community. Your response will greatly assist 

us in providing information on available 

community opportunities and how we can best 

work together to serve the parish. Please respond 

by Monday, February 28. Results will be collated 

and shared.

There are two ways for you to respond:

1. Fill out a printed copy, to be found in this 

Sunday’s bulletin. Surveys and a drop-in box will 

be in the gathering space until the end of 

February. If you wish to mail in the survey, there 

will be stamped addressed envelopes available 

at the drop-in box.

2. Go to the parish website –

littleflowerchurch.org, select “Serve with Us”, 

then Social Justice Commission, then click the 

button to the survey, fill it out and 

submit. Or you can simply scan the 

code to go directly to the survey.

Join more than 650 people — from our 

community and all over the country —

who walk in solidarity with the women and 

children who walk to St. Margaret’s House in all 

types of weather.

Walk with us IN PERSON: Sunday, February 20

On-site registration begins at 1:30pm

at the County-City Building (227 W. Jefferson 

Blvd.). One-mile walk through downtown South 

Bend begins at 2:30pm. We finish with a post-

walk reception at St. Margaret's House

featuring homemade cookies and hot cocoa.

Walk with us VIRTUALLY: February 13 – 20

Walk a mile anytime, anywhere during the week.

Use #SMHWinterWalk when you post your 

photos.
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm
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