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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

Dearly beloved parishioners, 

 

The dominant theme for this weekend’s liturgy is Mercy. Mercy 

supersedes the Law. Were we to always receive our deserts, I 

wonder, like the psalmist, how many of us would survive 

(Psalm 130:3). But thank God, we do not always get what we 

deserve but what God in his magnanimity chooses to give us. 

We sing in our responsorial psalm, “The Lord is kind and 

merciful.” Mercy and kindness are two of the attributes of God. 

The attributes of God are integral to his identity. That means 

we cannot imagine God apart from his attributes. This is not so 

for you and me. We might do good deeds under certain 

circumstances, and not-so-good deeds under certain other 

circumstances. The David who resists violence is the same 

David who arranges for the killing of Uriah to serve his lust for 

Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba. It seems easy to love those who love 

and treat us well, and maybe in some circumstances, those who 

dislike or despise us. This is not so with God. God does not just 

perform kind or merciful acts some times, God is mercy and 

kindness. These attributes are synonymous to God’s nature. So, 

to imagine a God who is unkind or not merciful would be to 

imagine something other than the God revealed to us in Jesus 

Christ.  

 

God makes his nature visible through his acts, which we can 

group into three major categories: Creation, Redemption and 

Sanctification. God created the world, and continues to sustain 

creation in existence through his providence. Christ has 

redeemed us by his salvific passion, death and resurrection. He 

makes this saving reality present at every Eucharistic 

celebration. The Holy Spirit continues to sanctify the church 

through the preaching of the Good News, the sacraments and 

ministry of the church in the world. God has revealed himself to 

us as a kind God who shows his loving kindness and mercy to 

everyone. Jesus has made this even more visible through his 

life and ministry. By our baptism into the Trinity we have 

received some aspects of this divine nature and are called to 

grow in them until they become our own nature. We cannot say  

we are kind or merciful until we act kindly or mercifully. David 

exercises these qualities in the first reading. He shows mercy to  

 

 

King Saul, his archenemy, who had made attempts on his life 

for no just reason. Thus, David does what God does; just as God 

does not treat us according to our sins (Verse 3 of responsorial 

psalm), David does not treat Saul according to his 

transgression. He went above and beyond what was 

permissible by the law: “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 

tooth.” He does what Jesus invites us to do in the gospel, “love 

your enemies and do good to them.” 

 

Ash Wednesday is next week, and the season of Lent will soon 

begin. This season of preparation for Easter has traditionally 

been characterized by prayer, fasting and acts of mercy. The 

first two directly correlate to our vertical relationship with the 

Lord, and the third speaks to our solicitude for our brothers and 

sisters. This Lent, maybe we can focus less on praying for our 

own needs and praying more for others. Since God does not 

benefit from the food we reject when we fast, maybe we can 

try giving the food to the poor or giving the money we would 

have used for that cup of coffee or that can of soda to someone 

who has more need for it. Maybe we can be more intentional in 

studying again the Corporal and the Spiritual Works of Mercy 

and adopting some of these for this Lent. We trust that the 

Lord will help us as we take on these holy practices for our 

own spiritual health and the health of our world. 

 

Finally, our beloved bishop Kevin Rhoades would be 

celebrating our 9 am Mass next weekend 02/27/22. Let’s make 

him welcome to our parish and pray that his time with us 

would be a blessed one.  

 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER
Saturday, February 19

5:30 pm Dan Skwarcan

Sunday, February 20

9:00 am Monica Duffy

11:30 am Laurie Crisp

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, 

Little Flower

Monday,  February 21

8:30 am Paul Sindell

Tuesday, February 22

8:30 am Sister Agnes Anne Roberts, C.S.C.

Wednesday, February 23

8:30 am Intentions of Matthew Dougherty

Thursday, February 24

8:30 am John & Dolores Peck

Friday, February 25

8:30 am Living & deceased members of the Christ Child Society

Saturday, February 26

8:00 am Sue Allen

5:30 pm Mona Reilly

Sunday, February 27

9:00 am Ms. Anna Tho Nguyen

11:30 am Intentions of Donald Nelson

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, 

Little Flower

Thursday, February 24th, 5:00-7:00 pm

All are welcome to this family friendly evening 

of Eucharistic Adoration. There will be some 

periods of time with music and some of 

(relative) silence. Come for as little or as long as 

you are able!

Saint Joseph Church (226 Hill St. South Bend) 

offers Eucharistic Adoration each Thursday from 

7:30am to 9:00pm. Entrance to the church is on 

Hill Street at the handicap door. We need at 

least two people for every time slot to ensure 

that there are always people in the church 

throughout the vigil. To sign up for a time slot 

each week, please go to our web 

page, www.stjoeparish.com. For more 

information please 

email adoration@stjoeparish.com or go to our 

web site www.stjoeparish.com.

Sunday, February 27th, 9:00 am

Our beloved bishop Kevin Rhoades would be 

celebrating our 9 am Mass next weekend. Let’s 

make him welcome to our parish and pray that 

his time with us would be a blessed one.

Beginning the first Sunday in Lent at the 9 am 

Mass we will be dismissing our Catechumens to 

attend Breaking Open the Word, which will 

continue each Sunday through Passion Sunday 

at Holy Week. But why do we do that? What do 

they do? What does this have to do with me? 

WHO GOES TO BREAKING OPEN THE WORD? 

Those being dismissed are in period of intense 

formation and training as they continue on their 

spiritual journeys (that for many will include the 

Sacraments of Initiation—Baptism, Confirmation, 

and Eucharist) to become Catholic! 
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Adult Collection $56,162.00 

Loose Collection $  8,216.58 

Christmas Collection $ 820.00 

Total Collections $65,198.58 

(Under)/Over Budget $   6,865.21 

Year to Date Under Budget $   6,794.14 

Capital Campaign $ 5,733.88 

Food Pantry $ 1,062.50 

Whatsoever You Do $ 16,516.71 

Wednesdays, March 2 – April 13, 7-8:30pm, 

St. Thérèse Little Flower Parish Center

Lent is coming! Beyond giving something up, how are you going to refocus 

on God in preparation for Easter? Join in this weekly Bible Study for young 

adults (age 18-30s) to explore the scripture readings for each upcoming 

Sunday Mass, focusing on how they relate to you and your life. Bring a 

Bible if you have one, any version. On Ash Wednesday (March 2), we will 

gather immediately after the 6pm Mass, starting at around 7:20pm.

Contact: Sean Allen – sallen@ablazemission.org or 858-354-9006

It’s possible this column is too late. It may be 

that Russia has already invaded Ukraine. No 

doubt, the devastation will be massive; the 

possible consequences for the world 

unthinkable. In today’s Gospel, we hear the 

words, “Love your enemies and do good to 

them.” “Stop judging and you will not be 

judged.”

What has this to do with Ukraine and with 

healing? Everything! Healing is not just a 

personal thing; it is needed in our parish, in 

our community, in our State, in the Nation, in 

the world. We must pray, pray, pray for that 

healing.

In the Beatitudes, we hear, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children 

of God.” It is true for each of us. It is true for 

our leaders and diplomats. Jesus also tells us, 

“For everyone who asks, receives; and the one 

who seeks, finds, and to the one who knocks, 

the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:8). What 

we ask for ourselves, we can ask for Ukraine, 

Russia, and the whole world. We must!

February 26th, Fort Wayne, IN

Men, are you needing a spark? Join hundreds of 

men for the 11th Annual Rekindle the Fire 

Catholic Men’s Conference at the Allen County 

War Memorial Coliseum on Ft. Wayne on 

February 26th. Get your tickets now 

at rekindethefire.net!

If you have lost a baby before or after birth, you are not alone. Come join 

others who have suffered miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant loss for a daylong 

retreat, free of charge, to help face your grief in the context of fellowship 

and faith. The retreat will be held on Saturday, March 5, from 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. at the Sacred Heart Parish Center on the outskirts of Notre Dame’s 

campus. Lunch will be provided. While this retreat is geared for couples, 

individuals are welcome as well. Sponsored by Marriage and Family 

Ministry. To register, contact Lisa Everett at leverett@diocesefwsb.org or 

by calling 574-234-0687. For more information about ava’s grace, the 

diocesan ministry to support families grieving the loss of a baby before or 

after birth, please visit diocesefwsb.org/avasgrace.

Saturday, February 12, was a service day for the confirmation class. Help 

was needed for a big project, so members of the Social Justice Commission 

teamed up with the youth. The big project: putting in new Mission Prayer in 

the inside back covers of the hymnals. That meant gathering all the 

hymnals, taking them to the parish center, installing the new prayers, and 

returning all the hymnals. The youth finished a couple of small jobs –

stuffing the bulletins with the Service and Charity Survey, and setting up 

the survey table in the gathering space. The SJC members were impressed 

by the work ethic of the youth, and the youth were impressed by learning 

about the work of the SJC.  Good job, everyone.

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

http://rekindethefire.net/
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Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

They’re coming in; keep them coming. Your input 

is important and appreciated. All adults and high 

school students are invited to do survey. Please 

respond by Monday, February 28. Results will be 

collated and shared.

There are two ways for you to respond:

1. Fill out a printed copy; copies are on the table 

in the gathering space. Return them next Sunday 

in the drop-in box in the gathering space. If you 

wish to mail in the survey, there are stamped 

addressed envelopes available at the drop-in 

box.

2. Go to the parish website –

littleflowerchurch.org, select “Serve with Us”, 

then Social Justice Commission, then click the 

button to the survey, fill it out and 

submit. Or you can simply scan the 

code below to go directly to the 

survey.

Join more than 650 people — from our 

community and all over the country —

who walk in solidarity with the women and 

children who walk to St. Margaret’s House in all 

types of weather.

Walk with us IN PERSON: Sunday, February 20

On-site registration begins at 1:30pm

at the County-City Building (227 W. Jefferson 

Blvd.). One-mile walk through downtown South 

Bend begins at 2:30pm. We finish with a post-

walk reception at St. Margaret's House

featuring homemade cookies and hot cocoa.

March 10th, 7:30 pm

This session is open to all. Joe Jordan, an award-winning author, financial 

thought leader and Brother Knight host a session on “Purpose Driven 

Retirement Strategies” during his session Joe will discuss 1) How will you 

spend your time in retirement? 2) How will you pay for it? These are 

questions that are pertinent to all of us, whether near or far from 

retirement.

Register today!

Registration Link: bit.ly/KofCJoeJordan (put this address in your search bar)

When asked for a Council you can enter our Council Number 17043

In January, the Outreach Program provided $9,183.97 in assistance to 30 

families or individuals for 34 accounts. The amount was higher than usual 

because of your great generosity at the end of 2021 which made it 

possible to help more people. Also, the rental situation has become dire 

for more and more people. Although we refer people to the Emergency 

Rental Assistance program, it doesn’t work for everyone.

We had a particularly heartbreaking experience recently. A woman called 

seeking assistance with her rent. We have helped her before, along with 

her daughter. We were particularly impressed with her daughter, a college 

student in her thirties, mother of three children, who was really working 

to better her situation. The woman told us her daughter had died, and we 

were silenced with shock. The woman has her three grandchildren; the 

husband, not their father, wanted nothing to do with them. The woman, 

suspicious of the reasons for her daughter’s death, was devastated. But 

she still has to pay her rent and utilities.

Thank you for your faithful generosity.
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm
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