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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

My beloved parishioners, 

Lent begins in three days with Ash Wednesday on 03/02/2022 (Please 

see bulletin for schedule of Masses). All of us, except those born less 

than a year ago, or those who would be received into the Church at 

Easter, have experienced Lent in some form. Every year the Church 

gives us this period of renewal to focus on the most important thing – 

our relationship with God. It is a season of preparation for Easter, so 

the theme of baptism and repentance would be very common. We are 

also familiar with the three practices that characterize this season – 

fasting, prayer and almsgiving. As we begin to prepare for Lent, I want 

to invite us to a different way of approaching this season.  Whereas we 

tend to think of Lent as a season to give up something, like chocolate, 

I want to invite us to think of it in terms of becoming someone 

different and better. Who do I want to become? What type of man or 

woman do I want to become this Lent? What kind of spouse or parent 

do I want to become? What kind of children do I want to become? 

How can I deepen my prayer life such that prayer is not a chore or an 

imposition but a loving relationship with a God who first loved me, 

and loves me into eternity? How can I become more loving and 

available to be Jesus to my brothers and sisters? How can I grow in 

solidarity with them in their experiences whether good or bad? How 

will I allow God, through my fast, to satisfy the deepest hunger and 

thirst of my heart for God?  

 

This Lent, let us think of a God who is interested not in our suffering, 

but in our transformation through the acts of mercy we intentionally 

take on. This transformation that we must focus on is one that 

includes, among others, the renewal of my heart and conformity of my 

will to God’s, the taming of my flesh and fleshly impulses, a 

detachment from sin, the purification of my desires and the pursuit of 

holiness. God is interested in a new ME. My challenge this Lent is to 

strive to become different and better. 

 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of universal fast 

and abstinence. Fasting is obligatory for all who have completed their 

18th year of age until the beginning of their 60th year. The church’s 

teaching on fasting allows a person to eat one full meal as well as two 

smaller meals not to equal one full meal. Abstinence (from meat) is 

obligatory for all who have completed their 14th year of age (Canon 

1252). If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the Easter 

Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the 

suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and to prepare to share more 

fully and celebrate more readily his Resurrection (Sacrosanctum 

Concilium, 109). Fridays in Lent are obligatory days of abstinence 

(from meat) for all who have completed their 14th year. As always, 

anyone for whom fasting or abstinence would pose a health risk is 

excused.  

 

I intend to have Social Justice-themed reflections for our Stations of 

the Cross this Lent. The purpose is to call attention to this dimension 

of our mission in the world. We will reflect on Catholic social 

teachings and how we can take ownership of them and how they can 

inform our lives as individuals and as a parish. My gratitude to 

members of the Social Justice Commission who have accepted my 

request to write and lead the reflections for the Stations every Friday 

throughout Lent.  

 

Beginning next Sunday 03/06/22, before our weekend liturgies, we 

will pray together our Parish Mission Prayer. It can be found on the 

inside back cover of the hymnal in the pews. This prayer integrates our 

parish mission, which is to evangelize and make disciples through the 

proclamation of the Good News of Jesus and service to our brothers 

and sisters. It spells out aspects of the corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy and invites us to recognize the part we play in making these 

real in our world. We believe that the gospel, to be relevant, must 

address the concrete and lived experiences of our people. Hence, 

while we prioritize sacred worship of God in the liturgy and the 

ministry of preaching, we also embrace the social dimension of our 

witnessing through service to our brothers and sisters in need.  

 

As a parish, we strive to be intentional about our mission and how this 

shapes our culture. Prayer is central to our identity, and we do not shy 

from opportunities for such encounters. We pray with and for one 

another. When we come to Mass, we offer our prayers in union with 

the priest, to God. The faithful are not passive spectators at the liturgy, 

through their responses and acclamations, their participation in the 

singing and in the presentation of the gifts to be offered, they, in 

union with the priest, offer to the Father the One true sacrifice 

pleasing to him. Notice that there is a brief pause when the priest, 

after the Gloria, invites the people with these words “Let us pray…” 

This is a good time to silently express those prayers and thoughts you 

have come to the liturgy with. The church fittingly calls this opening 

prayer by the priest the “Collect.” As the name goes, the priest, at this 

point, collects the prayers of the people and offers them up to God. So, 

when next you are at Mass, do not allow this moment of silence go for 

nothing or allow yourself be distracted.  

 

Finally, we have observed that when we ask those attending Mass to 

stand and greet people around them, people tend to greet those they 

are familiar with, or even those with whom they came from the same 

household. The purpose of this greeting is to welcome everyone and 

to intentionally build connection. Seeing that the whole of Mass is a 

prayer, it is our desire to help us be more intentional about it. This 

time is for you to reach out to someone you do not know and 

introduce yourself to them. We want to ask that we take this time also 

to ask people what they would like you to be praying for during Mass. 

The intention is to help cultivate the culture of prayer that is so 

important to us.  

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

 



Page 4 February 27th, 2022 † 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, February 26

5:30 pm Mona Reilly

Sunday, February 27

9:00 am Ms. Anna Tho Nguyen

11:30 am Intentions of Donald Nelson

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, 

Little Flower

Monday,  February 28

8:30 am No intention at this time

Tuesday, March 1

8:30 am No intention at this time

Wednesday, March 2

8:30 am Intentions of Fr. Jacob Rouse

12:00 pm Vincent Dinh

6:00 pm Vincent Dinh

Thursday, March 3

8:30 am John Peck

Friday, March 4

8:30 am Greg Gough

Saturday, March 5

8:00 am No intention at this time

5:30 pm Norma Miller 

Sunday, March 6

9:00 am Vu Phong Pham 

11:30 am Norma Miller

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower
Beginning Sunday, March 6th, we will again 

start dismissing our catechumen at the 9AM 

Mass to attend Breaking Open the Word, which 

will continue each Sunday through Passion 

Sunday at Holy Week. What are they doing?

1. They receive further formation, particularly by 

diving into each Sunday's readings and gospel. 

They aren't being dismissed from something, 

they are being dismissed to something.

2. They learn to develop a hunger for the 

Eucharist and will grow in anticipation of their 

first communion. By prayer, they become more 

and more ready to receive Jesus in the Eucharist 

at the Easter Vigil.

3. They learn how to take the Gospel out to the 

world, just as we can are challenged to "Go and 

proclaim the Gospel" at the end of every Mass.

Are you searching for peace and forgiveness in 

your life? On Tuesday, March 8 from 6-8 pm, 

parishes across the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 

Bend are offering the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. If you have been reluctant to 

come to the sacrament, have been away for 

some time, or just find it difficult to get to a 

Saturday afternoon confession time, our doors 

will be open, and our light will be on for you to 

return to the mercy and forgiveness of the 

Father. Learn more at diocesefwsb.org/light. 

At next weekend Masses March 5 & 6, before 

the final Blessing, we will have guest speakers 

Frank & Trudy Bonack, give a brief presentation 

on the “Living Rosary”. They will explain how 

thousands of individuals and families around 

the world, pray one decade daily. They will 

inform us where and how this simple beautiful 

devotion started. Anyone interested in signing 

up can stop by their table after Mass and receive 

a schedule.
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Are you familiar with the works of Brennan 

Manning? Don’t know why I’m just discovering 

him, but I’m reading, “The Relentless 

Tenderness of Jesus.” Early on, I came upon the 

line, “The most important thing that ever 

happens in prayer is letting ourselves be loved 

by God.” After which he quotes Psalm 46:10: 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” He also 

says, “Healing our image of God heals our 

image of ourselves.” What does it mean to let 

ourselves be loved by God? Perhaps Psalm 

139:1-16 helps. “I praise you, because I am 

wonderfully made; wonderful are your works.” 

How could such a God not love you! No matter 

what you see in the mirror. Or feel in your 

body. Or have endured in your life.

I am convinced that healing our image of God 

and of ourselves is the foundation for all 

healing. But perhaps we’ve made it the hardest 

thing to do. So however we choose to pray 

daily, let it be a time we experience being 

loved by God.

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

“See that you all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father…

Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the multitude [of the people] also 

be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.”

- St. Ignatius of Antioch (c. AD 108)

This weekend we have the great privilege of being visited by Bishop 

Rhoades, who will be celebrating our 9:00 AM Sunday Mass. The presence 

of our local bishop is a mark of our unity with the whole Catholic Church.

Before the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), bishops were sometimes 

viewed as mere “branch managers” at the service of the Roman Pontiff. The 

Council was very clear to state that bishops are not merely the Church’s 

mid-level management. Instead, by virtue of his episcopal ordination, each 

bishop is truly the vicar of Christ to his own local church (that is, his 

diocese), in union with the Pope (the successor of St. Peter) who is the 

vicar of Christ on earth (see Matthew 16:13-19 and Isaiah 22:20-24).

This hierarchical structure of the Church (bishops, priests, and deacons) is 

the structure that Jesus Christ established when He founded the one, holy, 

Catholic, and apostolic Church nearly two thousand years ago. We should 

derive great assurance from this fact! Jesus prayed that all Christians would 

be one, just as He and the Father are one (John 17). Our union with the 

bishop, and the bishop’s union with the pope, assures us that we are 

indeed united by “one Lord, one faith, [and] one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5) 

and that we are indeed branches of “the true vine”

(John 15), our Lord Jesus Christ.

Healing isn’t optional. It’s an essential part of what it means to know Jesus 

and be a Christian. And unfortunately, for every generation that we don’t 

deal with our wounds, we will pass them on. Here’s the good news: the 

Father has a plan for your wounds. He longs to heal them. 

Will you let Him? 

Join us for this 4 night parish mission and receive healing 

and restoration in your relationship with God the Father. 

RSVP today, visit bit.ly/3h4eOf5 or scan the code.

Thursday, March 3rd, 6:00 pm, St. Pius X, 

Granger

Through Synod 2021-23, Pope Francis is 

seeking input from ALL members of the laity, 

especially those whose voice is not typically 

heard. You are invited to share how the Holy 

Spirit is speaking to you! Visit diocesefwsb.org/

synod/ for more information and the 

reflections questions to prepare for the session.

All are welcome to join us on March 3rd and 

share their input and discernment!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Because your input is so important, we’ve 

extended the deadline two weeks to Monday, 

March 14.

There are two ways for you to respond:

1. Fill out a printed copy; copies are on the table 

in the gathering space. Return them in the 

dropbox in the gathering space. If you wish to 

mail in the survey, there are stamped addressed 

envelopes available at the drop-in box.

2. Go to the parish website –

littleflowerchurch.org, select “Serve with Us”, 

then Social Justice Commission, then 

click the button to the survey, fill it 

out and submit. Or you can simply 

scan the code below to go directly to 

the survey.

Wednesdays, March 2 – April 13, 7-8:30pm, 

St. Thérèse Little Flower Parish Center

Lent is coming! Beyond giving something up, 

how are you going to refocus on God in 

preparation for Easter? Join in this weekly Bible 

Study for young adults (age 18-30s) to explore 

the scripture readings for each upcoming Sunday 

Mass, focusing on how they relate to you and 

your life. Bring a Bible if you have one, any 

version. On Ash Wednesday (March 2), we will 

gather immediately after the 6pm Mass, starting 

at around 7:20pm.

Contact: Sean Allen 

sallen@ablazemission.org or 858-354-9006

March 3rd-5th, University of Notre Dame

This conference will explore practical strategies to increase

accountability, promote healing, and rebuild trust in the life of

the Catholic Church in the aftermath of the clergy sexual abuse crisis. 

Scholars of theology, psychology, and law will present recent research on 

these issues in conversation with those working in ministerial settings 

who have developed approaches and practical programs to address the 

needs of Catholic parishioners, students, and Church leaders during these 

challenging times. Please find more information and registration here: 

https://cvent.me/9e1mo7

The ICC is the official voice of the Catholic 

Church in Indiana for the bishops and Catholic 

faithful. For information on current Indiana 

legislation which the Conference and bishops 

support or oppose, go to the 

website, indianacc.org. Some of the recent 

legislative bills pertain to fire arms, supervised 

consumer loans, Resident Eviction Act, family 

life, SNAP (food assistance) requirements, 

climate task force, and NET metering (solar 

panels).

St. Francis Convent is taking applications for the following positions: Full-

or Part-time Licensed Practical Nurse or Registered Nurse, Full-time OLA 

Housekeeper, and a Full-time Maintenance Worker. Interested applicants -

Kindly contact Sister Jennifer at 574-259-5427 to arrange to pick up an 

application. We can’t wait to meet you!

For each of the Friday nights during Lent, there will be a presentation on a 

social justice theme. They will follow the Stations of the Cross at 5:30 pm 

and the soup supper at 6:00 pm. Here is the list of speakers and themes.

March 4: Andre Stoner, the advocacy work of Faith in Indiana

March 11: John Pinter, United Religious Community, Afghan Resettlement 

Program

March 18: Ron Metoyer, parishioner, Hunger and Food Deserts

March 25: Ryenn Andreassi, parishioner, Women’s Health Care Center and 

Right to Life

April 1: Holy Cross speaker on the climate crisis

April 8: Little Flower SJC members, results of Service and Charity Survey/

Parish Mission Prayer
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

March 10th, 7:30 pm

This session is open to all. Joe Jordan, an award-winning author, financial 

thought leader and Brother Knight host a session on “Purpose Driven 

Retirement Strategies” during his session Joe will discuss 1) How will you 

spend your time in retirement? 2) How will you pay for it? These are 

questions that are pertinent to all of us, whether near or far from 

retirement. Register today!

Registration Link: bit.ly/KofCJoeJordan (put this address in your search bar)

When asked for a Council you can enter our Council Number 17043

Will you give today to provide spiritual hope to 

those in most need? St. Therese Little Flower 

Parish will be on the Redeemer Radio Spring 

Sharathon on Wednesday, March 16 from 3-

4pm. Pray, pledge and listen to 95.7FM. Help 

Redeemer Radio in their mission to share Christ!

Go to Redeemerradio.com/Sharathon or scan the 

QR code to donate, see the full schedule & find 

links. You can also call or text “GIVE” to 

260.436.9598   

Thank you!

Saturday, March 5, from 10 am-5 pm at the Sacred Heart Parish Center 

If you have lost a baby before or after birth, you are not alone. Come join 

others who have suffered miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant loss for a daylong 

retreat, free of charge, to help face your grief in the context of fellowship 

and faith. Sponsored by Marriage and Family Ministry. To register, contact 

Lisa Everett at leverett@diocesefwsb.org or by calling 574-234-0687. For 

more information about ava’s grace, the diocesan ministry to support 

families grieving the loss of a baby before or after birth, please 

visit diocesefwsb.org/avasgrace.
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