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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

Beloved parishioners,  

We are in the second week of Lent. Before we notice, this graced 

season will once again be behind us. We must therefore make the 

most of it. Lent is about deepening our relationship with God who 

enters into a covenant with us. This relationship, nurtured by prayer, 

would result in the transfiguration of our hearts and minds as we 

would be permeated by the light of the Lord, who himself is our 

salvation. This week I invite you to reflect a little on the Second 

reading for this weekend.  

 

St. Paul calls out those whose orientation is this worldly. In contrast, 

he urges his audience to embrace a heavenward mindset. It seems 

convenient to presume that every Christian believes in the existence 

of heaven and hell. But Lent affords us a fresh opportunity to once 

again interrogate our actions and beliefs to see if they suggest an 

awareness of our provenance. While we live in this world, we must 

never forget that we are citizens of heaven; and from there we 

expect a Savior who will transform our lowly bodies to conform with 

his glorious body. It is sometimes questionable whether this belief 

informs how we live now. St. Paul seems to suggest that some, by 

their conduct, constitute themselves as enemies of the cross. These 

persons have made their bellies their god. They are so occupied with 

satisfying their fleshly desires, the craving for material possessions, 

the desire for power and fame, and the desire to be worshipped 

rather than to worship. These people shy away from the cross and 

seek every opportunity to evade or reject whatever seems to 

impinge on their endless quest for comfort and pleasure. Do you 

consider yourself a friend or an enemy of the cross of Christ? Do you 

gladly accept whatever crosses the Lord sends your way or do you 

grumble at every cross you are asked to carry? Is your cross making 

you abandon the Lord? This Lent, make a commitment to run toward 

the cross rather than away from it.  

 

The cross we are called to carry could be, among other things, a 

daily Holy Hour, an extra time in prayer before Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament; it could be waking up early in the morning and offering 

the early hours of your day to the Lord in prayer. It could be asking 

you to spend less time on your phone and giving that time to 

reading and meditating on sacred Scripture. Your cross could be that 

God is asking you to give up that bad relationship that is a constant 

occasion for sin, and does not allow you to live a pure and chaste 

life; it might be to give up that relationship that weakens your 

prayer life and makes you an enemy of the cross of Christ; it might 

be that Jesus is asking you to change your attitude to him in the 

Eucharist by making a sincere confession before receiving Holy 

Communion or to stop receiving Holy Communion in a state of sin. 

Would you prefer the appraisal of human beings while neglecting to 

enter into a sincere covenantal relationship with God? What cross is 

the Lord asking you to carry this Lent? 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, March 12 

 5:30 pm Vincent Giuse 

 

Sunday, March 13 

 9:00 am Mr. & Mrs. Doan Dinh 

 11:30 am No intention at this time 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday, March 14 

 8:30 am Gregory Calhoun  

 

Tuesday, March 15 

     8:30 am Lucille & Clem Dygulski 

 

Wednesday, March 16 

 8:30 am Joseph Ciastko 

  

Thursday, March 17 

 8:30 am Robert Limon 

 

Friday, March 18 

 8:30 am No intention at this time 

 

Saturday, March 19 

 8:00 am  Rene Vergara 

 5:30 pm Dorothy Duffy 

 

Sunday, March 20 

 9:00 am Dale Kroll 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Steve Jacob 

Sunday- Second Sunday of Lent 

  Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-

  14.; Phil 3:17-4:1 or Phil 3: 20-4:1; Lk 

  9:28b-36 

 

Monday- Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 & 13;  

    Lk 6:36-38 

 

Tuesday- Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 

    & 23; Mt 23:1-12 

 

Wednesday- Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16; 

          Mt 20:17-28 

 

Thursday- Memorial of Saint Patrick, Bishop 

       Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6;  

       Lk 16:19-31 

 

Friday- Memorial of Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, 

Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

    Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16

    -17, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

 

Saturday- Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Husband of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 

  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 

  27 & 29; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 

  18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

 

Sunday- Third Sunday of Lent 

  Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 

          8, 11; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 

Each Friday in Lent, 5:30 pm,  

 in the Church 

All are invited to enter into Lent 

with this traditional prayer of 

Church. This year we will be 

reflecting on the themes of Catholic 

Social Teaching as we pray the 

Stations.  

How can you allow the Lord to be the grand author of your life? 

Sacrificing your plans, your dreams, your expectations and letting God 

write the pages of your life. This Lenten season, I am spending time 

reflecting on how much better my life has been since letting go of my 

wishes and placing my life in the hands of the Lord. I believe this 

sacrificial love of letting go my will for God’s will is a specific call within 

the Christian life. Letting go of what I believe to be “good” for me and 

letting God show me what is “best” for me. If I hadn’t adopted this way of 

living, I would have missed the deeper joy of my earthly life found in my 

unplanned circumstances. Allowing the Lord to be the sole author of your 

life is not easy, and can require long and intense seasons of stretching, 

remolding, and suffering. Let this Lenten season be an opportunity to 

explore what it means to sacrifice your plans, fast from your expectations, 

and give the Lord your life. Then we may be more fully free to rejoice in 

the Resurrection.  



Page 5 March 13th, 2022 † 2nd Sunday in Lent 

Households are a great opportunity to enter into this liturgical season with 

fellow pilgrims who are trying to draw closer to Christ. Never been to a 

household night? What a great time to try it out! Have questions? No 

problem- just email abby@littleflowerchurch.org. 

 
The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed,” 
and all welcome.

 

Upcoming Household dates:  

Rooted in Love—Monday, March 14th, 6:00 pm 

House of Praise—Friday, March 25th, 6:30 pm 

 

Sign up for the Household newsletter to receive monthly gathering details 

by scanning the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES 

Wednesdays, March 2 – April 13, 7-8:30pm,  

St. Thérèse Little Flower Parish Center 

Join in this weekly Bible Study for young adults 

(age 18-30s) to explore the scripture readings 

for each upcoming Sunday Mass, focusing on 

how they relate to you and your life. Bring a 

Bible if you have one, any version.  

 

 Contact: Sean Allen  

sallen@ablazemission.org or 858-354-9006 

Thursday, March 17th, 7:00-8:30 pm 

Ladies, God designed you in His image; you are 

carved upon the Palm of His Hand. Join us at a 

KB Gathering this Lent to simply receive. Come 

and feel the warmth of His gaze and fullness of 

His embrace, as you look up at the Face of 

Love. All women are invited for a Scripture-

based talk, Eucharistic Adoration, and the 

opportunity for Confession.  

Saint Joseph Church (226 Hill St. South Bend) 

offers Eucharistic Adoration each Thursday 

from 7:30am to 9:00pm.  Entrance to the 

church is on Hill Street at the handicap door. 

We need at least two people for every time 

slot to ensure that there are always people in 

the church throughout the vigil. To sign up for 

a time slot each week, please go to our web 

page, www.stjoeparish.com.  

 

For more information please 

email adoration@stjoeparish.com or go to our 

web site www.stjoeparish.com.  

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, 

@stthereselittleflowersb, for daily posts and 

reflections, testimonies, and parish updates. 

 

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign 

up for our parish email newsletter or to get the 

bulletin sent directly to your email. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS  

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 Last opportunity to fill out the Service & Charity 

Survey. Your response is important. 

  

Go to the parish website – littleflowerchurch.org, 

select “Serve with Us”, then Social Justice 

Commission, then click the button to the survey, 

fill it out and submit. Or you can simply scan the 

code below to go directly to the survey. 

 

 

 

  

 

Or, fill out a printed copy; copies are on the table 

in the gathering space. Get them to the parish 

office Monday, or mail them Monday. There are 

stamped addressed envelopes available at the 

table. 

In February, the Outreach Program provided $5,456.36 in assistance to 20 

families or individuals for 24 accounts. The lower than usual amount was 

not for lack of need, but for a variety of logistical factors. 

  

It was mostly the usual circumstances. Folks were able to make partial 

payments, but were short because of losing work time because of Covid. 

Others, living on SSD simply didn’t have enough to get through the winter 

months. Some renters struggled with costly heating systems, oftentimes in 

disrepair which required them using space heaters. And other renters are 

struggling with the threat of eviction. One thing that is consistent and 

almost without exception, their expression of gratitude to you, the 

generous donors to the Whatsoever You Do Outreach Program. As always, 

thank you. 

All are invited to the third week of the Lenten series on Catholic Social 

Teaching hosted by the Social Justice Commission, this Friday following 

the soup supper (approximately 6:45) in rooms 2/3 of the Parish Center. 

This week’s speaker, Sara Stewart, Executive Director of the Unity 

Gardens, will speak on hunger, food deserts, and the work of the Unity 

Gardens.  

Recently I received an impassioned email from a 

friend concerning his distress over the situation 

in Ukraine. It is a distress that much of the world 

is feeling. And a feeling of helplessness. Taking 

from the Christian martyr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

and his landmark book, “The Cost of 

Discipleship,” the only way to vanquish evil is the 

Way of the Cross, the Way of Jesus. 

 

When I read or watch the news, I am angered and 

want revenge. The Way of the Cross makes no 

sense. But when I gaze upon the cross in our 

church, I get it. “The cross of Christ is the means 

by which God unleashes healing and 

reconciliation for the world.” 

 

Nailed to the cross, Jesus takes all of our fears, 

including our fear of abandonment by God. In our 

cross in the church, he has not yet died and is 

looking up toward heaven. Seeing the Father’s 

eyes turned away from him, he utters, “My God, 

why have you forsaken me?”   On the cross, Jesus 

takes all our sins upon himself. He transforms 

violence into peace, hatred into love, despair into 

hope, brokenness into wholeness, and death into 

life. 

Will you give today to provide spiritual hope to those in most need? St. 

Therese Little Flower Parish will be on the Redeemer Radio Spring 

Sharathon on Wednesday, March 16 from 3-4pm. Pray, pledge and listen 

to 95.7FM. Help Redeemer Radio in their mission to share Christ! 

 

Go to Redeemerradio.com/Sharathon or scan the QR 

code to donate, see the full schedule & find links. You 

can also call or text “GIVE” to 260.436.9598    

Thank you! 

St. Bavo Parish, 524 W. 8th Street, Mishawaka will be hosting a Drive Thru 

Only Original Jonah Fish Fry on Friday, March 25th, from 4-7 PM. Cost is 

$12 per boxed dinner and includes   4 pieces of fish, coleslaw, chips, roll 

and cookies.   Cash Only.  No Advance Sales.  
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OUR STAFF 
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week:  

(See their ad on the back cover) 

Adult Collection                      $45,570.75  

Loose Collection                     $  5,764.96  

Total Collections                      $51,335.71  

(Under)/Over Budget               $  (6,997.62)  

Year to Date Under Budget     $     (203.48)  

 

Capital Campaign                   $   2,188.00  

Food Pantry                            $      747.50  

Whatsoever You Do                $   5,143.67  

The Coordinator of Basilica Tours and Hospitality trains and supervises 

community volunteers who give Basilica tours (including the Basilica, 

Bishops Museum, and the Log Chapel) while overseeing the broader scope 

of the program.  This person will also receive requests for and schedule 

tour groups who seek a guided visit to the Basilica and organize the 

volunteers who will give those tours.  The coordinator will be able to 

articulate the historical, theological and spiritual significance of the 

Basilica to students, volunteers, guests and pilgrims.  Highly developed 

interpersonal and organizational skills are a plus. Other duties would 

include, cleaning and maintaining museum cases, tracking numbers of 

visitors, providing opportunities to meet/learn/socialize for volunteer tour 

guides, and help with other Basilica jobs as needed. 

To apply, visit jobs.nd.edu/postings/25043.  

Join us on the third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. via Zoom to connect 

with others interested in helping people with disabilities engage in 

meaningful participation at Mass and in our parish communities. Areas of 

discussion include sacramental preparation, starting sensory-friendly 

Masses at the parish level, accessibility, accommodations, and resources 

available, as well as ways to support individuals, parents, priests, and 

parish staff. To access the meetings, contact Allison Sturm, Ministry with 

Persons with Disabilities, for monthly Zoom link at 260-399-1452 

or asturm@diocesefwsb.org.  


