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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

Dearly beloved, 

It’s the Third week of Lent. How is your Lent so far? Have you been 

working on deepening your friendship with Jesus, and to be his 

loving presence to everyone? Are you carrying your cross and uniting 

your sacrifices, whether freely chosen or joyfully embraced with 

Jesus, who himself suffers for you? Are you praying more, giving 

more and fasting more? If your response to any of these questions is 

negative, do not be discouraged. Lent is a process (of purification 

and enlightenment), not a destination. Every day is a new 

opportunity to begin again. As we go along, be tracking those 

practices that are helping you be a better person, those you should 

continue; and those practices that are not helpful, you should re-

evaluate or set aside. It is my prayer that these forty days of Lent 

would lead to sincere conversion and transformation of our hearts. 

Amen.  

 

Praise God, God does not treat us according to what we deserve, but 

according to his infinite love for us! It is this love that compels us (2 

Corinthians 5: 14) to be merciful to others whom we consider more 

sinful than we are. This week, the themes of repentance and mercy 

ring throughout the readings for our liturgy. I would like to reflect 

on being merciful and kind, just as God is. The goal of Lent is to 

make us more like Jesus. 

 

When traveling to an unknown address, I usually rely on my GPS. 

And thank God, it has always taken me to my destination. But, have 

you noticed how Google Map never yells, condemns or castigates 

you whenever you take the wrong turn? It never raises its voice and 

say, “You were supposed to go east at the last crossing, but you 

chose to go west. Therefore I will have to punish you by making you 

go the long way around, and you would be late to your appointment. 

Next time, you will learn to pay attention to my instruction.” If it did 

that, chances are, many of us might stop using it. But Google Maps 

simply “Re-Routes” and shows you the next best route to your 

destination. It is programmed that way. Its primary purpose is to get 

you to your destination, not to make you feel bad for having made a 

mistake in what turns you took.  

 

There is a lesson for us. Some times, it could be tempting to unload 

our frustration and anger on those who have made a mistake, 

especially those we are close to, whether family or friends. We tend 

to blame their misfortune on their poor choices and indiscretion in 

life styles. While this might be true in some cases, they might not be 

so in others. But whatever the case, it is not our place to blame or 

condemn others for their wrong actions. One of the Spiritual Works 

of Mercy is to admonish the sinner. This is to be done in love. We 

must remember also that bad things don’t only happen to bad 

people; good people could come upon hard times as well. We are 

called to show compassion and love, just as God is kind and merciful 

to all. We are to recognize that the sufferings of others, though 

sometimes deserved, should be occasion for us to show mercy and 

lend a helping hand, if we can. This “Re-Routing” in mentality is 

what Lent calls for. 

 

So, my question for you is, have you had Re-Routing moments 

recently? Were these with your own self or with others? Notice that 

Jesus did not agree with those who asked if the Galileans who had 

been killed by Pilate were greater sinners than those Galileans 

whose lives were spared. He said, unless you all repent, you will 

likewise perish. To judge or condemn others for their apparent 

religious lukewarmness or moral laxity might shut the door against 

them. They too can repent, if we give them time just like the 

gardener in the gospel who pleads on behalf of the unproductive fig 

tree. Beginning now, let us be like Google Maps to our children, 

family, work buddies, friends, and all the people we meet.   

 

Our parish Lenten mission is March 21st – 24th. I look forward to 

seeing you! 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, March 19

5:30 pm Dorothy Duffy

Sunday, March 20

9:00 am Dale Kroll

11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

8:00 pm Steve Jacob

Monday, March 21

8:30 am Ted Mullett

Tuesday, March 22

8:30 am Carolyn Kovacs

Wednesday, March 23

8:30 am Jim North

Thursday, March 24

8:30 am Rene Vergara

Friday, March 25

8:30 am Living & Deceased members of the Christ Child Society

Saturday, March 26

8:00 am Sue Allen

5:30 pm John & Dolores Peck

Sunday, March 27

9:00 am Walter & Mary Romak

11:30 am Dan Gray

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Sunday-Third Sunday of Lent

Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8,11; 

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9

Monday- 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; 

Lk 4:24-30

Tuesday- Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 & 7bc, 

8-9; Mt 18:21-35

Wednesday- Memorial of Saint Toribio de 

Mogrovejo, Bishop

Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; 

Mt 5:17-19

Thursday- Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; 

Lk 11:14-23

Friday- Solemnity of the Annunciation 

of the Lord

Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; 

Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38

Saturday- Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; 

Lk 18:9-14

Sunday- Fourth Sunday of Lent

Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5,6-7; 

2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3,11-32

1. Pray for them by name! Perhaps even assign each name to a day of the 

week and offer up your prayers for them on that day. Pray for: Amanda 

Abner, Becca Weiland,  Brooke Davis, Bonnie Hostetler, Bryan Edington, 

Pierce Ketara, and Stacy Ketara.

2. Introduce yourself! We want our newest Catholics to be closely 

connected with our parish family, even before they officially become 

Catholic. Invite them to dinner with your family or breakfast after Mass. 

Sit next to them at Mass or invite them to come with you to a parish 

event.

3. Attend the Easter Vigil. We know, we know... It's the longest Mass of 

the year by a long shot. But it's also the most beautiful Mass of the year! 

And when you attend the Easter Vigil, you get two bonuses: first, you 

show your support for those entering the Church, some of whom make 

huge family sacrifices in order to do what God is calling them to do. 

Second, you get to party with us at midnight when the Vigil is over!
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Households are a great opportunity to enter into this liturgical season with 

fellow pilgrims who are trying to draw closer to Christ. Never been to a 

household night? What a great time to try it out! Have questions? No 

problem- just email abby@littleflowerchurch.org.

The motto of household night is: "Be loved and be fed,” 
and all welcome.

Upcoming Household dates: 

House of Praise—Friday, March 25th, 6:30 pm

Sign up for the Household newsletter to receive monthly gathering details 

by scanning the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Wednesdays, March 2 – April 13, 7-8:30pm, 

St. Thérèse Little Flower Parish Center

Join in this weekly Bible Study for young adults 

(age 18-30s) to explore the scripture readings 

for each upcoming Sunday Mass, focusing on 

how they relate to you and your life. Bring a 

Bible if you have one, any version. 

Contact: Sean Allen 

sallen@ablazemission.org or 858-354-9006

Saint Joseph Church (226 Hill St. South Bend) 

offers Eucharistic Adoration each Thursday 

from 7:30am to 9:00pm. Entrance to the 

church is on Hill Street at the handicap door. 

We need at least two people for every time 

slot to ensure that there are always people in 

the church throughout the vigil. To sign up for 

a time slot each week, please go to our web 

page, www.stjoeparish.com. 

For more information please 

email adoration@stjoeparish.com or go to our 

web site www.stjoeparish.com.

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, 

@stthereselittleflowersb, for daily posts and 

reflections, testimonies, and parish updates.

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign 

up for our parish email newsletter or to get the 

bulletin sent directly to your email.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Friday, March 25th, 6:45 pm, Parish Center—Room 2/3

All are invited to the fourth week of the Lenten series on Catholic Social 

Teaching hosted by the Social Justice Commission, this Friday following 

the soup supper (approximately 6:45) in rooms 2/3 of the Parish Center. 

Each Friday in Lent, 5:30 pm, in the Church

All are invited to enter into Lent with this traditional prayer of Church. 

This year we will be reflecting on the themes of Catholic Social Teaching 

as we pray the Stations. 

The story of the Samaritan woman, today’s 

Gospel, is one of my favorite stories. But the line 

that struck me at this reading was this: “Many of 

the Samaritans of that town began to believe in 

him because of the word of the woman who 

testified.” Her proclamation had power because 

of her encounter with Jesus. It is no different with 

us today.

In our new parish mission prayer, we say, “We…

accept the call to be the voice, hands, and feet of 

Jesus in our world today.” Accepting the call is 

made powerful, as with the woman, when we 

encounter Jesus. We encounter Jesus in the 

Eucharist, in the word proclaimed and preached 

at Mass or wherever we are, and in those who 

“feed the hungry, heal the sick, comfort the 

suffering, welcome the stranger, visit those in 

prison, and offer friendship to the lonely.”

As it says in Matthew 13:16: “Blessed are your 

eyes, because they see, and your ears, because 

they hear.” Jesus is speaking to his disciples, and 

to us if we have ears to hear and eyes to see.

St. Bavo Parish, 524 W. 8th Street, Mishawaka will be hosting a Drive Thru 

Only Original Jonah Fish Fry on Friday, March 25th, from 4-7 PM. Cost is 

$12 per boxed dinner and includes 4 pieces of fish, coleslaw, chips, roll 

and cookies. Cash Only. No Advance Sales. 

Please purchase a colorful paper doll at Martins 

Supermarkets now through April 3rd to benefit 

The Christ Child Society of South Bend. All 

proceeds go directly to providing NEW coats, 

clothing and shoes for children in St. Joseph 

County. Thousands of children in need have 

been clothed thanks to the generosity

of this community. 

Are you a college student or young adult looking to deepen your own 

spiritual life through serving young people? Join the 2022 Totus Tuus 

Summer Missionary Team, which is made up of four college-aged 

missionaries who receive training and travel to six parish sites for week-

long summer formation programs with children and youth. Lodging and 

stipend provided. For more information and to apply by March 31, 

visit diocesefwsb.org/totus-tuus. 

Saturday, April 30th, 9:00 am

Honor St. Joseph by participating in a family-friendly walking pilgrimage 

from St. Joseph Church, Mishawaka to St. Joseph Church, South Bend on 

Saturday, April 30. The Way of St. Joseph will begin at 9 am at St. Joseph 

Church, Mishawaka, wind its way along the River Walk, and eventually end 

up at St. Joseph Church, South Bend. There will be three other on-ramps 

along the way for families for whom the entire pilgrimage would be too 

taxing. The event will end with a prayer service and food and fellowship 

in the fenced-in parking lot and playground at St. Joseph parish. The event 

is free, but registration is encouraged so we can plan accordingly. For 

more information and to register, visit: diocesefwsb.org/joseph-

pilgrimage.

Join Right to Life Michiana for the Kloska Family 

Life Defenders Boot Camp on Saturday, March 

26th from 9:30am- 3:00pm at Geddes Hall, Notre 

Dame. This is a pro-life training for youth and 

adults (recommended age: 7th grade and up) that 

will teach you how to defend life confidently and 

compassionately. Register at prolifemichiana.org/
bootcamp.

http://prolifemichiana.org/bootcamp
http://prolifemichiana.org/bootcamp
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

Kaniewski Funeral Homes Inc 
(See their ad on the back cover)

The Coordinator of Basilica Tours and Hospitality trains and supervises 

community volunteers who give Basilica tours (including the Basilica, 

Bishops Museum, and the Log Chapel) while overseeing the broader scope 

of the program. This person will also receive requests for and schedule 

tour groups who seek a guided visit to the Basilica and organize the 

volunteers who will give those tours. The coordinator will be able to 

articulate the historical, theological and spiritual significance of the 

Basilica to students, volunteers, guests and pilgrims. Highly developed 

interpersonal and organizational skills are a plus. Other duties would 

include, cleaning and maintaining museum cases, tracking numbers of 

visitors, providing opportunities to meet/learn/socialize for volunteer tour 

guides, and help with other Basilica jobs as needed.

To apply, visit jobs.nd.edu/postings/25043.

Join us on the third Tuesday of the month at 7 pm via Zoom to connect 

with others interested in helping people with disabilities engage in 

meaningful participation at Mass and in our parish communities. Areas of 

discussion include sacramental preparation, starting sensory-friendly 

Masses at the parish level, accessibility, accommodations, and resources 

available, as well as ways to support individuals, parents, priests, and 

parish staff. To access the meetings, contact Allison Sturm, Ministry with 

Persons with Disabilities, for monthly Zoom link at 260-399-1452 

or asturm@diocesefwsb.org. 
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