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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

My dear parishioners,  

In lieu of a letter from me this week I wanted to share with you the letter that all the bishops received from Pope Francis 

regarding the consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Our Lady this past Friday, March 25th. 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brother,  

Nearly a month has passed since the outbreak of the war in Ukraine that is daily inflicting immense suffering upon its sorely 

tried people and threatening world peace. At this dark hour, the Church is urgently called to intercede before the Prince of Peace 

and to demonstrate her closeness to those directly affected by the conflict. I am grateful to the many people who have 

responded with great generosity to my appeals for prayer, fasting and charity.  

 

Now, also in response to numerous requests by the People of God, I wish in a special way to entrust the nations at war to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. As I announced yesterday at the conclusion of the Angelus prayer, on 25 March, the Solemnity of the 

Annunciation, I intend to carry out a solemn Act of Consecration of humanity, and Russia and Ukraine in particular, to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. Since it is fitting that we should invoke peace with hearts renewed by God’s forgiveness, the Act of 

Consecration will take place in the context of a Celebration of Penance to be held in Saint Peter ’s Basilica at 5:00 p.m., Rome 

time. The Act itself will take place about 6:30 p.m.  

 

This Act of Consecration is meant to be a gesture of the universal Church, which in this dramatic moment lifts up to God, 

through his Mother and ours, the cry of pain of all those who suffer and implore an end to the violence, and to entrust the future 

of our human family to the Queen of Peace. I ask you to join in this Act by inviting the priests, religious and faithful to assemble 

in their churches and places of prayer on 25 March, so that God’s Holy People may raise a heartfelt and choral plea to Mary our 

Mother. I am sending you the text of the prayer of consecration, so that all of us can recite it throughout that day, in fraternal 

union.  

 

I thank you for the attention you will give to this request and for your ready cooperation. With great affection, I bless you and 

the faithful entrusted to your pastoral care. May Jesus protect you and the Holy Virgin watch over you. I ask you, please, also to 

pray for me.  

 

Fraternally,  

 

 

 

 

 

From Saint John Lateran, 21 March 2022  
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, March 26

5:30 pm John & Dolores Peck

Sunday, March 27

9:00 am Walter & Mary Romak

11:30 am Dan Gray

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Monday, March 28

8:30 am Thomas Boll

Tuesday, March 29

8:30 am Yvonne Nugent

Wednesday, March 30

8:30 am Ed & Marilyn Barrett

Thursday, March 31

8:30 am Bob & Adela Waymouth

Friday, April 1

8:30 am Intentions of Deborah Nelson

Saturday, April 2

8:00 am David Link

5:30 pm Dorothy Pifer

Sunday, April 3

9:00 am Richard Tjarksen

11:30 am Catherine Griffin

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; 2 Cor 5:17-

21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Monday

Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11-12a & 13b; 

Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday

Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday

Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; 

Jn 5:17-30

Thursday

Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; 

Jn 5:31-47

Friday

Wis 2:1a,12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 & 23; 

Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday- Memorial Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit

Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12; 

Jn 7:40-53

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Phil 3:8-14; 

Jn 8:1-11

1. Pray for them by name! Perhaps even assign each name to a day of the 

week and offer up your prayers for them on that day. Pray for: Amanda 

Abner, Becca Weiland,  Brooke Davis, Bonnie Hostetler, Bryan Edington, 

Pierce Ketara, and Stacy Ketara.

2. Introduce yourself! We want our newest Catholics to be closely 

connected with our parish family, even before they officially become 

Catholic. Invite them to dinner with your family or breakfast after Mass. 

Sit next to them at Mass or invite them to come with you to a parish 

event.

3. Attend the Easter Vigil. We know, we know... It's the longest Mass of 

the year by a long shot. But it's also the most beautiful Mass of the year! 

And when you attend the Easter Vigil, you get two bonuses: first, you 

show your support for those entering the Church, some of whom make 

huge family sacrifices in order to do what God is calling them to do. 

Second, you get to party with us at midnight when the Vigil is over!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES 

As someone who works for the Church, it is often difficult to set healthy 

boundaries between my work life and my personal life. As a parish staff 

member, it is easy to feel like I should always be doing more. After all, 

unlike office workers at huge companies, I know I wouldn’t be “doing more” 

for a faceless, multi-national, bazillion-dollar corporation. Instead, I would 

be “doing more” for Jesus, for my Beloved, for the God who made me. How 

could I say no to that? 

 

And yet, Jesus does not call us to wear ourselves ragged, as though we had 

to earn our place in His heart. Personally, I know that I often fall into the 

trap of thinking that by “doing more for Jesus,” I can somehow earn more 

of His love. But this is a lie! Children do not earn the love of their parents. 

The identity that we have as sons and daughters of God through baptism, 

like our identity as biological sons and daughters through birth, is 

something that cannot be earned or lost, but is only to be given by our 

Father and received by us. 

 

This Lent, Jesus has been asking me to focus less on my work and more on 

my identity as His beloved son. I’m learning that I need to minister from 

my identity as a child of God, rather than mistaking my ministry for my 

identity. Our patroness St. Thérèse, whom I affectionately call my big sister 

in heaven, perfectly expressed this concept of “spiritual childhood.” Her 

teaching on spiritual childhood is why, in fact, she is one of only three 

dozen saints in the whole history of the Church to be accorded the title 

of  “doctor” (that is, teacher)! 

 

So, as we continue through this season of Lent, would you kindly pray for 

me? Ask Jesus to help me see myself the way He sees me. I promise to do 

the same for you. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Today’s Gospel on the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son received an exposition in Abby’s talk in the 

first session of the Parish Mission. As she 

pointed out, both sons were deeply wounded. 

But there was a big difference. The younger 

son squandered his inheritance and returned 

home to his father hoping to be taken back in. 

He knew he didn’t deserve it, but he was 

without options. He got a lot more than mercy; 

he was smothered with his father’s love. But 

the older son felt he had earned his father’s 

love by being responsible and obedient. The 

younger son realized his brokenness and 

returned to his father rushing out to greet him. 

He let his father close to his brokenness. The 

older son couldn’t acknowledge his 

brokenness, and kept his father distant. 

 

In her talk, “The Heart of the Father,” Abby 

said, “The number one job is to let ourselves 

be known by the Father.” Warts and all. The 

younger son did; the older son didn’t. “God 

doesn’t want us to be outside his embrace.” 

The younger son accepted it and received 

healing; the older son didn’t and remained 

wounded. 

 

“God does not want us to be the walking 

wounded,” Abby said, “pretending our wounds 

aren’t there,” as was the case with the older 

son. “If we don’t want God to come close, he 

won’t. His voice of love and tenderness invites; 

he won’t pillage us to get close to us.” 

 

Abby stated her goal. “I want my life to look as 

much as possible what it will be like in 

heaven.” Pretty good goal for all us, wouldn’t 

you agree? 

A big thank you to everyone who poured themselves out to make our 4 night Lenten Parish Mission a reality! Thank you to 

Darlene and Roy for daily setting up the tables and chairs; thank you to our welcome and hospitality team; thank you to our 

speakers; thank you to Alexis and her kids’ track team; thanks to Sean Scott for providing music and leading praise and 

worship; thank you to our prayer teams; thank you to everyone who helped tear down the tables and chairs each night.  

 

Thank you to everyone who showed up with open hearts ready to hear and receive what was offered each night.  

(Weren’t able to join us? Scan the code or visit our YouTube channel to see recordings of all 4 nights!) 

 

And most of all, praised be Jesus Christ for the work He has done and will continue to do in the hearts of our 

parishioners and staff! May our steps toward living in freedom positively affect our homes, our parish, and our 

community.  
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Friday, March 25th, 6:45 pm, Parish Center—Room 

2/3

All are invited to the fourth week of the Lenten 

series on Catholic Social Teaching hosted by the 

Social Justice Commission, this Friday following 

the soup supper (approximately 6:45) in rooms 

2/3 of the Parish Center. This week’s topic is 

“Laudato Si’ and Pope Francis’ Call to Integral 

Ecology.”

Each Friday in Lent, 5:30 pm, in the Church

All are invited to enter into Lent with this 

traditional prayer of Church. This year we will be 

reflecting on the themes of Catholic Social 

Teaching as we pray the Stations. 

Please purchase a colorful paper doll at Martins 

Supermarkets now through April 3rd to benefit 

The Christ Child Society of South Bend. All 

proceeds go directly to providing NEW coats, 

clothing and shoes for children in St. Joseph 

County. Thousands of children in need have 

been clothed thanks to the generosity

of this community. 

Are you a college student or young adult looking to deepen your own 

spiritual life through serving young people? Join the 2022 Totus Tuus 

Summer Missionary Team, which is made up of four college-aged 

missionaries who receive training and travel to six parish sites for week-

long summer formation programs with children and youth. Lodging and 

stipend provided. For more information and to apply by March 31, 

visit diocesefwsb.org/totus-tuus. 

Job Opening! Right to Life Michiana is looking to 

hire Street Team Associates. Street Team Associa

tes go door to door to share pro-life truth in St. 

Joseph and Elkhart counties. Flexible scheduling, 

$12/hour. To apply, send your resume 

to executivedirector@prolifemichiana.org.

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

Karl Weis Auto Body Shop Inc.
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440   daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070  megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is 

partnering with Springs in the Desert to support 

couples carrying the cross of infertility. On 

Saturday, May 7 (Mother’s Day Weekend), the 

University of Notre Dame will host a day-long 

retreat from 9:30 am to 7:30 pm. Come with 

your spouse or on your own to be supported, 

hear inspiring reflections, have opportunities for 

group sharing, and experience friendship with 

others on this same path. The retreat will 

include time for prayer in adoration as well as 

an opportunity to receive the sacrament of 

reconciliation and attend the Vigil Mass for 

Sunday. Registration is $50/couple and $25/

individual. Lunch and dinner are included. 

Registration is open! Details at https://

springsinthedesert.org/cherished/.

Questions? Email info@springsinthedesert.org. 

It is an honor to walk with you.
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