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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

Beloved parishioners, 

 

My heart overflows with joy writing this reflection. First, I am 

grateful for our recent parish mission. I was awed to see so 

many people attend and participate; we averaged about 80 - 

90 people daily all four nights. Praise God! The speakers and 

witnesses were amazing; these were wounded people who 

made no fuss about their wounds, but acknowledged the 

healing power of Christ manifest in their lives. To my mind, 

the joy of life is not to have no wounds at all, because that is 

not possible in a world tainted by the woundedness inherited 

from our first parents. Rather, the joy of life is to know that 

although we go about with history of personal or collective 

wounds, we have been redeemed by Jesus. And he heals us 

daily if we let him. This is why we can declare ourselves 

wounded healers. We heal the world by feeling our wounds 

and the world’s wounds, not by denying them. My gratitude 

to all who attended, our staff and all volunteers who helped 

make our parish Lenten Mission a successful one. We pray 

that the fruits of this mission would continue to endure even 

long after.  

 

The gospel reading for this weekend about the woman 

caught in the very act of adultery offers a rich story to reflect 

on the mercy of God. St. John describes this event in a very 

graphic way, and I thought to share some reflection with you 

as Lent progresses smoothly into the fifth week. The chief 

priests and Pharisees had sent the temple police to arrest 

Jesus, but they came back not accomplishing the purpose for 

which they had been sent because they were cut to the heart 

by Jesus’ words and the division among the crowd as they 

wondered that Jesus might be the messiah. This also stirred 

some dispute among the religious leaders as to Jesus’ 

identity. Our gospel text follows these events. Jesus had 

returned to the temple area and was teaching. Then the 

scribes and Pharisees brought a woman whom they had 

accused of being caught in an immoral behavior. I know many 

would wonder why and how they found this woman. Were 

they looking or searching for something against Jesus? Why 

was the woman alone caught and not the man? Why did they 

bring her to Jesus and not to their religious leaders? Our 

reading of the text tells us that they quoted the prescription 

in the Law of Moses, but wanted to know what Jesus thought. 

This woman was a pawn on their chessboard; they objectified 

this woman only as a prop to advance their hatred for Jesus 

so they could bring up charges against him. This beloved 

daughter of God became an object of derision and used by 

evil-minded men whose intent went beyond whatever she 

might have been accused of. Have you ever being caught 

doing the wrong thing? How did you feel? Pride? Shame?  

 

 

Guilt? They made a public show of this woman; they 

humiliated her, and made public her private sin. How do we 

authenticate that this woman actually did what they accused 

her of? Could have taken advantage of her helplessness and 

the fact that she could not defend herself and made up the 

story accusing her of a sin punishable by stoning to death? 

How often do we find people accused and humiliated for a 

crime they did not commit? What of one-time offenders of 

rather minor crimes whose lives are ruined by that one 

offense?  

 

Obviously, this woman felt shame. But what was Jesus’ 

response? He bent down and wrote on the ground. What was 

he writing? Was Jesus writing the name of this nameless 

woman, who is now only identified by her sin? Was he writing 

the sins of all the proud righteous people who saw 

themselves as better than this sinful woman before them? 

Was he drawing a line to determine who among the crowd 

had not crossed that line ever in their life? We may never 

know what he wrote. But the fact is, he stoops. Jesus lowers 

himself to the status of the accused woman who dared not 

stand upright due to shame. When everyone who accused the 

woman had departed in acknowledgment of their own 

sinfulness, Jesus goes to this woman and straightens her up. 

He picks her up and restores her dignity. Now she can stand 

erect and not cower out of fear and shame. This is what Jesus 

does to us when his mercy meets with our misery, especially 

in the sacrament of reconciliation. He looks beyond our 

shame and tells us we are his beloved. He restores our dignity 

and makes us fit to stand upright. Jesus does not condemn 

this woman, neither does he approve of her sin. He tells her 

“go and sin no more.” This is the attitude of the Lord to us 

when we truly turn from sin and come to him. He does not 

condemn us. Our past no longer matters to him; only our 

present and the amazing future of friendship in store for us 

matters now. Our gospel this weekend teaches me that 

human beings might think differently of me, but praise God, 

God does not condemn me! 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 April 3rd, 2022 † 5th Sunday in Lent 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, April 2 

 5:30 pm Dorothy Pifer 

 

Sunday, April 3 

 9:00 am Richard Tjarksen 

 11:30 am Catherine Griffin 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday, April 4 

 8:30 am Frank Kitkowski 

 

Tuesday, April 5 

     8:30 am Baby Garcia 

 

Wednesday, April 6 

 8:30 am Felipe Domantay 

  

Thursday, April 7 

 8:30 am Ann Boll 

 

Friday, April 8 

 8:30 am Healing of Brenda McDonald 

 

Saturday, April 9 

 8:00 am  Miracle for Katie Schwab 

 5:30 pm Jim Smith 

 

Sunday, April 10 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 9:00 am Vu Phon Pham 

 11:30 am Norma Miller 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5,6; Phil 3:8-14;  

 Jn 8:1-11 

 

Monday Memorial Saint Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of 

the Church 

 Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62;  

 Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn8:12-20 

 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Vincent Ferrer, Priest 

 Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:21-30 

 

Wednesday  

 Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;  

 Jn 8:31-42 

 

Thursday Memorial of Saint John Baptist de la Salle, 

Priest 

 Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59 

 

Friday  

 Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7;  

 Jn 10:31-42 

 

Saturday   

 Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56 

 

Sunday Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion 

 Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,  

 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14-23:56 or Lk 23: 1-49 

April 14 - Holy Thursday 

 8:30 am - Liturgy of the Hours 

 7:00 pm - Mass of the Lord's Supper 

 8:00 pm - 12:00 am - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

April 15 - Good Friday 

 8:30 am - Liturgy of the Hours 

 3:00 pm - Good Friday Service 

 5:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

 

April 16 - Holy Saturday 

 8:00 am - Liturgy of the Hours 

 8:30-9:30 am - Reconciliation 

 9:00 pm - Easter Vigil Mass 

 

April 17 - Easter Sunday 

 9:00 am - Easter Sunday Mass 

 11:30 am - Easter Sunday Mass 

Palm Sunday, April 10 at 8 pm in the Basilica of 

the Sacred Heart, Notre Dame 

 

“The Passion” is a newly composed musical and 

dramatic performance of Christ’s Passion. 

Emerging from a collaborative process between 

students in the Folk Choir and professional 

artists, the piece combines Scripture drawn from 

all four Gospels with original poetry, all set to 

newly composed music.   
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @stthereselittleflowersb, for daily 

posts and reflections, testimonies, and parish updates.

My Lenten journey started when Father Julius said that Lent is not only a 

time to give something up. “Do Something.”

Mother Teresa said “Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the 

smile is the beginning of love.” We don’t know what in life is going on with 

each other; every day: spouse, job, kids, house, car, and miscellaneous and 

then the next day, again. With this Lenten journey, I have put my focus on 

making sure everyone that I come across gets a greeting of kindness.

In the beginning, I thought, “could this tiny gesture make a difference?” It 

turns out that this tiny gesture is two-fold. I was leaving the gymnasium to 

go to the church for the Stations of the Cross and there sat the sweetest 

man. I said hello and he looked so surprised that I was speaking to 

him. Him, a child of God, was hearing God’s love through me, another child 

of God. I hope he knows that he brought as much joy to me as I tried to 

give to him. The smallest of things give so much joy.

I challenge everyone to take a minute walking in or out of a store, your job, 

your school, library, laundromat, your church, and look at your brother or 

sister and say hello, hi, how are you. Jesus carried that cross for us so we 

could go out and carry crosses for others. Thank you Jesus Christ for 

making me feel seen, heard, and important through giving joy to 

others. My mom, who passed in 1991, once told me that people would tell 

her that she was weird because she would say hello to strangers. I am 

proud to be walking this Lenten journey with the “weird”.

God Bless,

Lisa J.

Parishioner

In his talk at the Parish Mission, Mike Nolan 

said, “We see people sinning, God sees them in 

pain.” That puts a perspective on today’s 

Gospel, the “woman caught in adultery.” The 

scribes and Pharisees responded with 

condemnation prescribed by the law; she 

should be stoned. Jesus saw her pain, and 

responded with compassion. Mike further said, 

“We don’t become fully ourselves until we’re 

giving and receiving love.” When we are 

condemned, we withdraw into our false selves, 

hiding and fearful. It is only when we 

experience love, tenderness, and kindness that 

we become who God created us to be. Mike 

pointed out that “the opposite of sin is 

communion with God.” When Jesus tells the 

woman, “Go and sin no more,” he is inviting 

her into communion with a loving God.

Is that not what is intended with our 

Sacrament of Reconciliation? To bring us back 

to a loving community, not wanting to stone us 

for our sins but to love us into full communion 

with God. To paraphrase Mike’s statement –

Healed people heal people. – forgiven people 

forgive people.

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is 

partnering with Springs in the Desert to 

support couples carrying the cross of infertility. 

On Saturday, May 7, the University of Notre 

Dame will host a day-long retreat from 9:30 

am to 7:30 pm. Come with your spouse or on 

your own to be supported, hear inspiring 

reflections, have opportunities for group 

sharing, and experience friendship with others 

on this same path. The retreat will include 

time for prayer in adoration as well as an 

opportunity to receive the sacrament of 

reconciliation and attend the Vigil Mass for 

Sunday. Registration is $50/couple and $25/

individual. Lunch and dinner are included. 

Registration is open! Details 

at springsinthedesert.org/cherished/.

Questions? Email info@springsinthedesert.org. 

It is an honor to walk with you.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Friday, April 8th, 6:45 pm, Parish Center—Room 
2/3 

Following the April 8 Soup Supper, the Social 

Justice Commission will present the results of the 

Service & Charity Survey. We will also provide a 

history of the Commission, past events, and 

upcoming programs being considered. All are 

welcome.  

Each Friday in Lent, 5:30 pm, in the Church

All are invited to enter into Lent with this 

traditional prayer of Church. This year we will be 

reflecting on the themes of Catholic Social 

Teaching as we pray the Stations. 

Today, April 3rd, is the last day to purchase a 

colorful paper doll at Martins Supermarkets to 

benefit The Christ Child Society of South 

Bend. All proceeds go directly to providing NEW 

coats, clothing and shoes for children in St. 

Joseph County. Thousands of children in need 

have been clothed thanks to the generosity

of this community. 

Job Opening! Right to Life Michiana is looking to 

hire Street Team Associates. Street Team Associa

tes go door to door to share pro-life truth in St. 

Joseph and Elkhart counties. Flexible scheduling, 

$12/hour. To apply, send your resume 

to executivedirector@prolifemichiana.org.

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

Tuesday and Thursdays, 8:00 am, Little Flower Wellness Center

Come join us for fitness and fun!!

Join us every Tuesday and Thursday morning at 8:00 am in the wellness 

center for fellowship while exercising. Park in the lower parking lot by the 

Redeemer Radio white banners. The wellness center in located in the 

lower level of the parish center (gym).  All are welcome!

The Family Studies Lab at Notre Dame is delighted to invite organizations 

to get involved with the Happy Families Project. This 4-session 

psychoeducation-based program is designed to strengthen family 

relationships and support effective communication and healthy conflict 

resolution skills. If you wish to get involved, we will provide training and 

resources virtually for you and your staff, volunteers, etc. that will be 

assisting with the program at no cost. Please refer to the press release 

link: https://news.nd.edu/news/notre-dames-happy-families-project-offers

-paid-opportunity-to-indiana-families-seeking-better-communication-

tools/

For more information or questions, please email happyfam@nd.edu.
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is now 

hiring a full-time Publications Manager for 

Today's Catholic. For more information and to 

apply, visit diocesefwsb.org/careers. 
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