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FROM THE DESK OF FR. JULIUS 

Christos Anesti! 

Alithos Anesti. 

 

The resurrection of Jesus is the central mystery of our faith. By his 

death and resurrection Christ our victorious king has destroyed 

death, and won life for all of humanity. This is why we have hope in 

our own bodily resurrection because Christ, the first fruit of all who 

have fallen asleep has conquered sin and death. The resurrection 

occurred to fulfill what had been written about the Christ, that it was 

necessary that he should suffer these things and so enter into His 

glory (Luke 24:26). Every weekend and on Solemnities we profess 

boldly that Christ “rose again on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures.” It might seem easy for us, who are historically 

removed from the events we commemorated these past days to 

mouth the above words, but it was not so for the disciples of this 

itinerant preacher from Nazareth. Though the disciples came to faith 

in the resurrection and even gave their lives defending this faith, it 

was not without some initial difficulty. They had been privileged to 

see the empty tomb and angels who asked why they sought the 

living among the dead (Luke 24:5), yet they did not seemed 

convinced that Christ had risen as he said. They needed more 

evidence. The two disciples on their way to Emmaus expressed the 

frustration and doubt of the other disciples even after some women 

in their group had returned with news of the resurrection and some 

of them had gone to the grave and found it empty as the women 

said (Luke 24). To make matters worse, there had been rumors that 

the resurrection claim was a hoax. Some soldiers had been bribed by 

the religious leaders, and had concocted a story that his body was 

stolen at night by his disciples while they slept (Matthew 28:12-13). 

There must be so much hate for this Jesus in the hearts of the Chief 

priests and elders that even in death they would make up such 

defamatory story concerning him.  

 

Today there are people who still deny the resurrection of Christ from 

the dead. They cannot fathom that such is a possibility – that 

someone would walk out of their grave. These people make a 

mockery of a God who would allow his son suffer such cruelty at the 

hands of his own creatures. They try to explain what is the perfect 

plan of God using feeble and fallible human logic. They fail to see 

that even though a historical event, the resurrection of Christ is a 

mystery of faith. God does not operate according to human 

framework of thinking; rather, God transcends the limitations set by 

the human mind. And the resurrection of Jesus is to fulfill what the 

prophets had spoken regarding the messiah.   

 

For us Christians, faith in the resurrection of Christ is foundational. 

The denial of the resurrection has implication for faith in Jesus. If he 

did not rise as he predicted then he ought to be dismissed as a liar, 

one who did not have the power he claimed, and there was no truth 

in him. But if he truly rose as he said then the attempt of his 

detractors to ridicule this famous teacher and his disciples had been 

repudiated by that very fact. They would therefore doubt the power 

that raised him from the dead at their own peril.  

 

If all we had was the empty tomb, the rumor about the body being 

stolen might have deserved a second look. But Jesus would not 

allow just the empty tomb to be the proof of his resurrection. He 

manifests himself to his disciples on multiple occasions after his 

resurrection, and he was seen by many others (1 Corinthians 15:16). 

The gospel account for this weekend was one of such moments 

when the risen Lord showed himself to his disciples. In his risen and 

glorified body he was no longer bound by time or space. The doors 

were shut, yet his presence was real. Jesus knew there was the need 

to strengthen the faith of his disciples if they were to be witnesses 

to his resurrection. He empathized with their grief and patiently 

helped them come to faith. This weekend, we hear the powerful 

declaration of Thomas after a brief moment of what is often 

interpreted as apparent doubt. He said, “my Lord and my God.” 

Nowhere in the New Testament is Jesus so sublimely addressed 

directly. And these solemn words come from the mouth of him, 

whom we have too often referred to as ‘doubting Thomas.’ He 

refused to believe based on hearsay, and he was rewarded with a 

repeat visit from the Lord. His doubt was immediately transformed 

to faith. When he came face to face with the mystery, he did not 

persist in doubt. The goal of Easter is to help us make that journey 

from doubt to faith, from disbelief to belief, from questioning to 

affirming the truth of what has been revealed. We all have our 

‘Thomas moments,” when we question aspects of our faith. This is 

not evil in itself; and in fact, it is encouraged. But we must be open 

to allow the mystery of our faith unfold itself to us. One who seeks 

must be humble before that which one does not know; for it is only 

in this humility of heart that the mystery of Christ’s resurrection can 

be made manifest.  Let us make our own the words of the father of 

the boy with the mute spirit, “I believe; help my unbelief” (Mark 

9:24). 

 

My gratitude to all who helped plan all the liturgies for Holy Week, 

those who helped with the decoration of the church, Servers, Ushers, 

Lectors, Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, musicians and 

all who attended the various liturgies. May the joy of Easter be 

abundant in you.  

 

 

 

Sunday, April 24th, 3:00 pm 

Join us as we pray together the final day of the Divine Mercy Novena and spend an hour in adoration of our Lord's Merciful Heart 

present in the Holy Eucharist. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER
Saturday, April 23

5:30 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Sunday, April 24 Sunday of Divine Mercy

9:00 am Clem Tafelski

11:30 am Norma Miller

8:00 pm Geraldine Bandera

Monday, April 25

8:30 am Living & Deceased members of the Christ Child Society

Tuesday, April 26

8:30 am John & Dolores Peck

Wednesday, April 27

8:30 am Maria Hoang

Thursday, April 28

8:30 am Intentions of Gianna McDonald

Friday, April 29

8:30 am Maria Hoang

Saturday, April 30

8:00 am Sue Allen

5:30 pm Gregory Calhoun

Sunday, May 1 Third Sunday of Easter

9:00 am Kathy L. Buszkiewicz

11:30 am Baby Garcia

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower
Second Sunday of Easter

Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; Rev 1:9-

11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31

Monday- Feast of Saint Mark, Evangelist

1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20

Tuesday Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15

Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter

Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 3:16-21

Thursday- Memorial of Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and 

Martyr

Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 & 9, 17-18, 19-20; 

Jn 3:31-36

Friday- Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin 

and Doctor of the Church

Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15

Saturday- Memorial of Saint Pius V, Pope, Religious

Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21

Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; 

Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @stthereselittleflowersb, for daily 

posts and reflections, testimonies, and parish updates.

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign up for our parish email 

newsletter or to get the bulletin sent directly to your email.

Upcoming Household dates: 

House of Praise — Friday, April 29th, 6:30 pm

Rooted in Love — Monday, May 9th, 6:00 pm

Jireh — Wednesday, May 11, 6:30 pm

House of Praise — Friday, May 27th, 6:30 pm

Sign up for the Household newsletter 

to receive monthly gathering details 

by scanning the code or visiting 

bit.ly/3dK45oi
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

Join people of faith and goodwill on April 24 at 

4:00 pm for a Faith in Indiana “We Make Indiana” 

public action. We will celebrate the progress we 

have made in establishing a crisis response 

system and engage our state representatives in 

helping create sustainable funding streams so 

that our family members in crisis get help, not 

handcuffs. And we will unveil our “Families 

First” agenda for our county. The event will be 

at Berean SDA, 1936 Altgeld St in South Bend. If 

you want to join the team helping our 

congregation have a voice in the public arena 

contact Pete Webb at 

petewebb50831@gmail.com.

It would seem that the Apostle Thomas in today’s Gospel has gotten a bad 

rap with the designation “doubting.” He wasn’t present at the first post-

Resurrection appearance of Jesus; prior to that appearance, all the 

Apostles very likely had doubts. Two millennia later, the greater dangers 

would seem to be perhaps indifference or passivity. Doubt that spurs us 

on to be seekers can lead to greater faith; indifference and passivity will 

lead to the death of faith.

The first reading begins with the words, “Many signs and wonders were 

done among the people at the hands of the apostles.” Dear friends, we 

have the same Holy Spirit the Apostles had, and we can be no less agents 

of signs and wonders. The evidence is in healings that happen, hope that 

is nurtured, joy that is fostered, peace that is cultivated, love that is 

birthed.

Let us call upon the faith and belief, the strength and courage, and 

conviction and certitude to be people of signs and wonders. How? To 

begin, take to heart our Parish Mission Prayer.

In honor of Mother’s Day, the Christ Child Society 

wants to make the lives of infants, toddlers and 

Moms in our community better, healthier and 

safer!

The Christ Child Society will hold its third annual 

Diaper Drop on Wednesday, May 4, from 9:00 

AM to 2:00 PM at the Christ Child Society 

Clothing Center in the Town and Country 

Shopping Center. Boxes and bags of diapers can 

be dropped off in front of the building with no 

need to leave cars!

When a baby cries, one of the first things Mom 

checks is his diaper. How do you soothe a 

crying baby if you don’t have a clean, dry 

diaper? Imagine the stress and despair Moms 

feel when they can’t soothe their babies in a 

most basic way - and inflation has impacted the 

price of diapers, too.

Diapers will be delivered to: El Campito, St. 

Margaret’s House, La Casa de Amistad, YWCA, the 

Center for the Homeless, and St. Vincent de Paul 

Society to be shared with Moms in need. The 

CCS program, Foster Hope, will also provide 

diapers to babies entering foster care.
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OUR STAFF 
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

(Or By Appointment.) 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week:  

(See their ad on the back cover) 

Wednesdays, April 13 – June 1, 7-8:30pm 

St. Therese Little Flower – Parish Center 

  

The Easter season brings us fascinating readings about life for the early 

Church as recorded in Acts of the Apostles. Join in this weekly Bible Study 

for young adults (age 18-30s) to explore the scripture readings for each 

upcoming Sunday Mass, focusing on how they relate to you and your life. 

Bring a Bible if you have one, any version. 

  

Contact: Sean Allen, sallen@ablazemission.org or 858-354-9006 

Adult Collection                      $45,267.00  

Loose Collection                     $  7,601.63  

Total Collections                      $52,868.66  

(Under)/Over Budget               $  (5,464.70)  

Year to Date Under Budget     $  (5,668.18)  

 

Capital Campaign                   $   1,887.00  

Food Pantry                            $      895.00  

Whatsoever You Do                $ 15,187.92  

Your Knights of Columbus Council wants to Thank all members as well as 

parishioners that played a role in the Lenten Soup Suppers.  These simple 

Suppers were a huge success.  Special thanks to Kerry Wallace and all the 

Parishioners that she called on each week, you always came 

through.  Thanks to the members that helped set up the Parish Center, 

Serve Soup and then participate and clean up when the evening was 

over.  We also want to thank the Social Justice team that enlightened the 

attendees each evening with information on how each one of us can make 

a difference.   We are also most thankful for Father Julius and his 

attendance at these events.   We can not thank you all enough – know that 

you are appreciated! 



View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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