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My beloved parishioners, 

I wish all mothers in our parish, whether biological, adoptive, foster 

or spiritual, a blessed Mother’s Day.  May you enjoy the blessing that 

comes with saying Yes to the Lord. I pray for mothers with children 

and all who desire the gift of children, mothers struggling with 

infertility, deceased mothers and mothers with difficult health 

conditions, mothers in difficult family situations and mothers whose 

labor of love go unrecognized or underappreciated. May the Blessed 

Mother wrap you all with her mantle and comfort you.   

 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is popularly called “Good Shepherd 

Sunday” because each year the Gospel reading is from John 10, the 

“Good Shepherd Discourse.” On this day prayers are offered for 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life, because priests and 

religious are visible manifestations to us of Christ in his role as the 

Good Shepherd. I ask that you pray for me, and all priests, for 

seminarians and those in religious life, that we may continue to 

strive to be like Jesus our Good Shepherd.  

 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for us and leads us even when 

we meet with opposition, jealousy, and rejection (First Reading). He 

is also the Lamb who lays down his life for our sakes (Second 

Reading). The Lamb-Shepherd calls us to follow him, not blindly, but 

intentionally. This way of discipleship is not an easy road; it is one 

fraught with many difficulties and challenges. But it truly leads to 

eternal life, where the Lamb-Shepherd would wipe the tears from 

our eyes, there will be no more hunger or thirst, and we will drink 

from the springs of life-giving water. Of course our faith would be 

tested and our fidelity to Jesus called to question, but if we 

persevere we will receive the joy that Jesus promises. The 

challenges we face in life should never be conceived of as proof of 

God’s abandonment. Neither do they suggest that our discipleship 

does not have divine approval. Rather, they must be understood as 

characteristic of the Christian life lived in fidelity to Jesus our Good 

Shepherd. The apostles Paul and Barnabas show by their joy in the 

face of persecution that Jesus does not lead us around these 

challenging experiences but through them. 

 

 

We sing in our Psalm, “We are his people, the sheep of his flock.” We 

belong to God, and he is our shepherd. The flock does not lead the 

shepherd; neither do they determine in what direction they go. They 

listen to the shepherd and follow in his lead. A shepherd might have 

many hired hands helping to tend the flock, but all of them only do  

 
 

so in trust – on behalf of the shepherd, who owns the flock. All the 

baptized have a responsibility to look after Christ’s flock. Thus they 

exercise their common priesthood. Priests, in virtue of their 

ordination, do so in a unique way, in persona Christi, because of 

their sacramental configuration to Christ. Let us pray that we might 

all take good care of the flock of Christ entrusted to us. 

 

As announced at all Masses last weekend, I will be away from the 

parish from May 14 until June 30. During this time I will be 

attending Chaplain Basic Officer Leader Course in Fort Jackson, 

South Carolina. This is a 3-month course, but I have elected to do it 

in two iterations. This is the first phase. Fr. William will provide 

sacramental ministry at the parish while I am away. I am grateful to 

him for accepting to do so. Every other administrative need should 

be addressed to the parish staff. Please pray for our troops and me. 

You will be in my thoughts and prayers as well.   

 

Pro Deo et Patria - For God and Country! 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day is an opportunity to celebrate the 

women in our lives who help shape us. We want 

to honor mothers in every form! Unfortunately 

this mama overestimated her abilities to plan 

and put on large events. As all mothers 

(spiritual, biological, adoptive, foster) should, I 

am taking the opportunity to rest Sunday. With 

that, the Mother’s Day Brunch which was 

scheduled for May 8th, is canceled. 

Many Thanks, 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER
Saturday, May 7

5:30 pm Gregory Calhoun

Sunday, May 8 Fourth Sunday of Easter

9:00 am Jane Tafelski & Barbara Tjarksen

11:30 am Leonard E. & Rosemarie Buszkiewicz

8:00 pm The Parish Family o3f St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Monday, May 9

8:30 am Miracle for Katie Schwab

Tuesday, May 10

8:30 am Paul Stscherban

Wednesday, May 11

8:30 am Mr. Vincent Dinh

Thursday, May 12

8:30 am For healing for Dick Wasoski

Friday, May 13

8:30 am Richard & Jodi McCormick 

Saturday, May 14

8:00 am Thanksgiving for Jasmine Abass

5:30 pm Jim Smith

Sunday, May 15 Fifth Sunday of Easter

9:00 am Jane Tafelski

11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

8:00 pm Susan Fitzpatrick

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5; Rev 7:9, 

14b-17; Jn 10:27-30

Monday Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42: 2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10

Tuesday- Memorial of John of Avila, Priest and Doctor 

of the Church

Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7; Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday Acts 12:24-13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8; 

Jn 12:44-50

Thursday- Memorial of Saints Nereus and Achilleus, 

Martyrs

Acts 13: 13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 & 27; 

Jn 13:16-20

Friday- Memorial of Our Lady of Fatima

Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab; Jn 14:1-6

Saturday - Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 

Jn 15:9-17

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 14:21-27; Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13; 

Rev 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35

Our Accompaniment Implementation Team 

wants to resurrect the Hospitality Team that 

was started before Covid, as well as implement 

new ways of reaching out to new parishioners, 

helping them get plugged in at the parish. There 

is something for everyone to help with: greeting 

people at Mass, phone outreach, New 

Parishioner Welcome Brunch and more! 

If you feel called to put your gifts to 

use by growing our parish in this way 

please fill out the forms found at 

littleflowerchurch.org/info or by 

scanning the code. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES
Last week we examined evidence for the claim 

that Jesus actually died on the cross, as 

opposed to the critical claim that he merely 

fainted before waking up in the tomb. This 

week we will examine the charge that Jesus 

didn’t actually rise from the dead, but that the 

disciples either mistakenly visited another 

empty tomb or that Jesus’ body was stolen. 

Some critics of the Resurrection also claim 

that the disciples were hallucinating when 

they purportedly saw the resurrected Jesus 

outside the tomb.

The claim that the disciples visited the wrong 

tomb is manifestly false on the grounds that 1) 

the location of the tomb was publicly known 

and near the place of the Crucifixion; 2) the 

tomb had a known owner, Joseph of 

Arimathea, who also assisted with the burial 

and who could have been consulted if there 

was any doubt over the tomb’s location, 3) 

Matthew indicates that a Roman guard was 

placed at the tomb, which would have marked 

the spot, and 4) in order to disprove the 

preaching of the Apostles, the Jewish 

authorities would simply have had to produce 

Jesus’ dead body from the correct tomb - but 

they didn’t.

Some critics claim that Jesus’ body was stolen 

by the Apostles, who then lied about the 

Resurrection. This claim doesn’t fit the later 

evidence that all of the Apostles were 

persecuted, tortured, and (with the exception 

of St. John) eventually martyred for claiming 

that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 

People who perpetuate a lie might do so for 

the sake of worldly fame or fortune, but not for 

poverty, persecution, and gruesome death.

As to the hallucination hypothesis, this claim is 

disproved by the fact that it is seemingly 

impossible for multiple people, such as the 

group of 500 to whom Jesus appeared, to have 

identical hallucination experiences. And more 

fundamentally, again, the Jewish authorities 

could have merely produced Jesus’ body to 

disprove the Apostles’ claims - but they didn’t.

Saturday May 21, 6:30 am, Upper Parking Lot

Fit Shepherds aims to have every man in our parish community be in the 

best physical and spiritual shape of their lives. We strive to model our lives 

after the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

Fit Shepherds are formed through demanding workouts, fraternity and 

discipleship. Join us Saturday, May 21, at 6:30 AM in the upper parking lot 

for a workout followed by prayer and reflection. All men ages 16 and up 

are welcome.

For more information, please visit fitshepherds.org

or contact Brian Ritz, brianmritz@gmail.com or call/text (219) 808-4648. 

High school youths and young adults are invited to World Youth Day in 

Lisbon, Portugal, from July 28 through August 7, 2023. Join us for an Info 

Night, open to youths, parents, clergy, and young adults wanting to learn 

more about our diocesan pilgrimage. Info Nights are the perfect 

opportunity to grow your interest in WYD, answer questions you may have, 

share ideas for fundraising, and hear from our travel partners at Verso 

Ministries. Our area Info Night will be held on Wednesday, May 11, at 

Marian High School in Mishawaka from 7:00-8:30 pm. Learn more 

at diocesefwsb.org/wyd.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS  

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

Upcoming Household dates:  

Rooted in Love — Monday, May 9th, 6:00 pm 

Jireh — Wednesday, May 11, 6:30 pm 

House of Praise — Friday, May 27th, 6:30 pm 

 

Households are medium-sized communities 

that gather monthly to eat in homes to "do life 

together".  

 

Sign up for the Household newsletter to receive monthly 

gathering details by scanning the code or visiting 

bit.ly/3dK45oi 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

SERVES THE POOR 

Wednesday, May 11th at 9:30 AM at 2366 Miracle 

Lane, Mishawaka,  

The Christ Child Society of South Bend clothes 

approximately 4,000 children annually with new 

winter coats, hats, mittens, shoes, underclothing, 

school uniforms and layettes for children birth 

through age 14.  They also have educational and 

literacy programs. Volunteer opportunities for 

every interest! 

 

Would you like to learn more or tour the new 

Clothing Center? Are you interested in hearing 

about volunteer activities?  Consider joining this 

all-volunteer organization focused on making the 

lives of St. Joseph County children bright and 

hopeful. There are no membership requirements 

other than annual dues. 

 

Please join us on Wednesday, May 11th at 

9:30 AM at 2366 Miracle Lane, Mishawaka, in the 

Town and Country Shopping Center. 

Refreshments will be served. 

 

For more information, please contact Pat 

Falvey, pwfalvey@gmail.com or call (574) 288-

6028.  

Today’s Gospel, in which Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice,” raises an 

important question. Are we sheep? That is not the animal that most 

people would select when asked, “If you were an animal, what would you 

choose to be?” Maybe an African lion or Bengal tiger, a German shepherd 

or a Siamese cat, or a Golden eagle or a Fiery-Throated hummingbird, or 

the famous racehorse Secretariat. But a sheep?!? According to one source, 

sheep are timid, fearful, easily panicked, dumb, gullible, vulnerable to 

mob psychology, no way to defend self, needy, totally docile. Yipes! 

Losers! Well, not to Jesus. 

 

“My sheep hear my voice…and they follow me.” The first important thing 

is hearing his voice. That means listening, for that still small voice, that 

light silent sound, that gentle whisper. And then the next step is to follow 

that voice. When we hear his voice, our eyes are opened to “see Jesus in 

all people” and to “be Jesus to everyone.” 

 

Then amazing healings can happen. And love, peace, and joy. And then 

eternal life. 

(1) The results of the Service and Charity Survey 

will be published in the May 15 bulletin. Check it 

out next Sunday. 

(2) The Social Justice Commission is sponsoring a 

“Deep Dive” evening about the Service and 

Charity Survey AND a big opportunity for St.  

Thérèse Little Flower Parish. Monday, May 16, 

Parish Center. Mingling and snacks at 5:30pm. 

Program 6:00-7:00. 

 

**The Big Opportunity is concerning the Afghan 

Resettlement Program. Little Flower will have 

the opportunity to sponsor a family. Lisa Hayes, 

Refugee Services Manager from Catholic 

Charities, will explain the process and invite us 

to help find a larger home (at least three 

bedrooms) for a family of ten with a baby on the 

way. Anyone with leads about a larger home, 

please attend. 

Saturday, May 14th, 7:00 pm, Parish Center 

A concert by Spanish Heart Dance Company and Purest Green (Celtic 

Music) will be held Saturday, May 14 at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. All 

proceeds will go to St. Thérèse, Little Flower Catholic Church. 

 

Tickets for the concert are $10.00. Food may be purchased separately. For 

more information, contact Carolynn Hine-Edington 574-329-2977.  
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

(Or By Appointment.)

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

Council 17043 is inviting All practicing Catholic Men to join the Knights of 

Columbus and in particular Council 17043 – We meet right here in your 

parish center on the 1st Tuesday of every month. You must be a member 

of the Order to attend our meetings. If you want to be a part of an 

organization that strives to make a difference, we invite you to join us!

Please see any member of the Knights, scan the code, or visit 

kofc.org and select join —> Council 17043, use the code 

mcgivney2020 when asked for payment – joining is free at 

this time!

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, 

@stthereselittleflowersb, for daily posts and 

reflections, testimonies, and parish updates.

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign 

up for our parish email newsletter or to get the 

bulletin sent directly to your email.

Recording artist, songwriter and author Amanda 

Vernon returns to Holy Cross Parish. 920 Wilber 

Street, to offer a concert on the theme Celebrate 

God’s Mercy on Sunday, May 15th, at 6:30 pm in 

the church. Amanda has released eight albums 

of religious, spiritual and liturgical music. Her 

style is described as "soulful pop with gospel 

and jazz roots." Be sure to invite family, 

neighbors and friends to this special evening of 

song, prayer and praise. For more information 

on Amanda, visit www.amandavernon.com. A 

free-will offering will be taken at the concert.

Part-time custodian for the St. Bavo campus of Mishawaka Catholic School

(pre-school-2nd grade). 20 hours/week, evenings.

Compensation is $15/hour. Apply online at diocesefwsb.org/careers
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