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Beloved parishioners,

Imagine that your best friend is leaving town and there is no 

way to change things. How would you feel? What would you 

do with your sorrow? This seems to be the scene in this 

weekend’s gospel. Jesus is comforting his disciples because 

he is moving, not just to a different town, but away from this 

world. His departure is certain and there is nothing the 

disciples can do about it. The setting of our Gospel is akin to 

the experience at the funeral of a loved one. While we might 

sometimes be glad that our beloved no longer experiences 

pain or sickness, we are nonetheless saddened by their 

demise. We feel burdened by their departure, and lonely. But 

Jesus does not leave his disciples without hope of his return. 

He promises them that he will come back to them. He 

encourages them, “Do not let your hearts be troubled or 

afraid... I am going away and I will come back to you.” Of 

course, his presence with us is everlasting, because he is 

Immanuel - God with us. He never leaves us. Although we 

might not see him in his corporeal existence in our everyday 

experience, he is present to us more than we realize. His 

absence makes him much closer than he was before. He is 

returning to the Father, and from there he sends us his 

Spirit. This should be a cause for joy.

The function of the Spirit, as we read in the Gospel, is to 

“teach you everything, and remind you of all that I told you.” 

The Spirit does not manufacture new truths, but makes 

intelligible what Jesus had revealed through his life and 

teaching. “He will take from what is mine and declare it to 

you” (John 16:14). This Holy Spirit is alive and active in the 

Church today. It is the Spirit who gives impetus to our 

pastoral ministry, work of charity, evangelization efforts, and 

social action. This Spirit who once moved over the formless 

void at creation continues to renew creation through the 

ministry and action of believers.

As we begin what we know to be the oldest of Novenas, in 

anticipation of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 

(from May 27 – June 4), let us ask the Holy Spirit to reveal 

who Jesus truly is to us, and to help us love him daily more 

and more. Come Holy Spirit!

Christos Anesti… Alithos Anesti!

Sign up to ride on our bus now: spots are limited! Only those with their 

names registered will be permitted onto the bus. We will be 

departing from Little Flower following the 11:30 am Mass. 

Please meet us in the lower parking lot immediately 

following Mass.

Scan the code or visit https://bit.ly/3PdkxyO to sign up.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, May 21 

 5:30 pm Robert Jurkowski 

 

Sunday, May 22 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Mark Love 

 

Monday, May 23 

 8:30 am Thanksgiving for Jamie Abass 

 

Tuesday, May 24 

     8:30 am Wedding Anniversary of Audrey & Larry Tucker 

 

Wednesday, May 25 

 8:30 am Living & Deceased members of Christ Child Society 

  

Thursday, May 26 

 8:30 am John & Dolores Peck 

 

Friday, May 27 

 8:30 am Jim Peterson 

 

Saturday, May 28 

 8:00 am Sue Allen 

 5:30 pm David McCormick 

 

Sunday, May 29 The Ascension of the Lord 

 9:00 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 11:30 am Norma Miller  

 8:00 pm Edward James Pobuda 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  

 Rev 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29 

 

Monday Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b; 

 Jn 15:26—16:4a 

 

Tuesday Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8; 

 Jn 16:5-11 

 

Wednesday- Memorial of Saint Bede the Venerable, 

Priest and Doctor of the Church 

 Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14;  

 Jn 16:12-15 

 

Thursday - Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest 

 Acts 18:1-8; 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 16:16-20 

 

Friday- Memorial of Saint Augustine of Canterbury, 

Bishop 

 Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Jn 16:20-23 

 

Saturday Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10;  

 Jn 16:23b-28 

 

Sunday Ascension of the Lord 

 Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or 

 Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53 

Recently, with a small group of people who gather to pray the Rosary and 

Divine Mercy prayer, I heard a testimony from a young man (in his 30s) on 

how he had lived a directionless life and how he came to Jesus and the 

healing that has brought him. I am reminded of the power of story, and 

the relationship between stories and healing. 

 

Stories help us touch the inner core of the person telling his or her story. 

And that can be so important to healing. When we know a person’s story, 

we are more likely to be in touch with the wounds and pain of the person, 

the area where healing is most needed. 

 

Listening to one’s story is another way of loving. Jesus spent a lot of time 

listening to his Father, and I suspect even more time listening to people 

than is reflected in the Gospels. We too can hear the voice of the Father 

through the Holy Spirit. And we too can listen to the stories of hurting 

people and be a source of compassion and love and a vehicle for healing. 

June 5, 4:00 pm, St. Bavo Church 

A Journey through the Liturgical Year: A Festival 

of Scripture and Song celebrating the feast days 

and seasons of the Church, from Advent to 

Christ the King. The program will feature 

soloists, choral music, and congregational 

singing, including some brand new 

compositions. It's an excellent way to celebrate 

the "Birthday of the Church," and will be held on 

Pentecost Sunday! Everyone is welcome and 

admission is free.  



Page 5 May 22nd, 2022 † 6th Sunday of Easter

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Upcoming Household dates: 

House of Praise — Friday, May 27th, 6:30 pm

Households are medium-sized communities 

that gather monthly in homes to share a meal 

and "do life together". 

Sign up for the Household newsletter to receive monthly 

gathering details by scanning the code or visiting bit.ly/3dK45oi

Our Accompaniment Implementation Team wants to resurrect the 

Hospitality Team that was started before Covid, as well as implement new 

ways of reaching out to new parishioners, helping them get plugged in at 

the parish. There is something for everyone to help with: greeting people 

at Mass, phone outreach, New Parishioner Welcome Brunch and more! 

If you feel called to put your gifts to use by growing our parish 

in this way please fill out the forms found at 

littleflowerchurch.org/info or by scanning the code. 

Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve examined 

the charges that some people make against 

Christianity’s central claim: the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead. Namely, we’ve 

debunked the ideas that 1) Jesus didn’t actually 

die, or that 2) Jesus died but stayed dead, and 

that the Apostles either were misled, lied, or 

hallucinated the post-Resurrection 

appearances of Christ.

This week, we’ll take a look at the Ascension 

(which we celebrate liturgically next weekend), 

and at the kind of hope that the Resurrection 

gives to us as Catholic Christians. The 

Ascension, by which Our Lord in his glorified 

body returned to heaven on his own power, is 

not to be confused with the Assumption of Our 

Lady, by which Mary was taken up into heaven 

at the end of her earthly life. Our Lord’s 

Ascension 40 days after the Resurrection is 

what enabled the sending of the Holy Spirit 

ten days later at Pentecost (that is, the 50th 

day; see John 16:7).

And this image that Jesus uses of going to 

prepare a place for us (John 14:1-3) is in fact 

nuptial imagery, as when a groom goes to 

prepare a home for his bride according to 

ancient Jewish wedding practice. This, 

therefore, is our great hope: that God loves us 

so much - with the same kind passionate, head

-over-heels kind of love as newly-wed spouses 

- that he truly becomes one flesh with us each 

time we receive the Eucharist, and furthermore 

promises to reanimate our fleshly bodies in 

glorious fashion at the end of time. Happy 

Easter!

You are invited to support the education and formation of our diocesan 

seminarians through the Pentecost Collection for the Education of 

Seminarians. 100% of these funds are used to educate our diocesan 

seminarians. Give in response to a letter being sent to all registered 

households from our diocesan vocation director, or give in-pew the 

weekend of June 4 and 5, or donate online at diocesefwsb.org/give. Your 

"yes" to supporting our diocesan seminarians empowers their "yes" to 

responding to God's vocational call in their lives. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS  

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

SERVES THE POOR 

Are you or someone you know in need of food? 

Our parish food pantry is open on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 1:30-3:15 pm. Please bring a 

photo ID and official piece of mail as proof of 

address.  

Full- or Part-time Registered Nurse, Licensed Practical Nurse or Nurse 

Aide - Experience in long-term care of the elderly preferred.  Come and 

experience nursing as it is meant to be!  Work shift consisting primarily of 

evening shift, 3:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. with weekend rotation and holiday 

coverage as needed. 

  

Part-time Switchboard Operator / Front Desk Receptionist - Related 

experience is preferred.  For this position we require a female who is a 

practicing Catholic to answer questions as appropriate.  Schedule consists 

of every other weekend 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. or every other weekend 2:30 

– 9:00 p.m. and weekday evenings 4-9 p.m.  Holiday coverage may also be 

required. 

  

Groundskeeper – Year-round full-time position with a large variety of 

duties – maintaining underground sprinkler system; care of flowers, trees; 

maintenance of property in wooded areas (ravine, in particular); maintain 

the roadsides along the farms; maintenance of equipment – tractor, 

mowers, snow blowers, etc. 

  

Interested applicants - Kindly contact Sister Jennifer at 574-259-5427 to 

arrange to pick up an application.  We can’t wait to meet you! 

Welcome home from school! We would like to invite you to a new 

ministry: College Crew! College Crew is a ministry for all college students 

in the South Bend Area (2022 High School Grads through 2022 College 

Grads). It is based at Saint Pius X in Granger. We meet on Tuesday nights 

at 6 PM. This summer we are alternating between speaker series and Mass 

& Dinner nights. The speaker series takes place on the fields off of Santa 

Monica Dr. We hope you will join us!  

 

Events this Summer:  

May 24: Speaker Series Kick-Off- Cultivating Life Giving Friendships in 

College, Andrew Oulette 

May 31: Mass & Dinner 

June 7: Speaker Series: Pro-Life Holy Hour & Discussion 

June 14: Mass & Dinner 

June 21:Speaker Series:  Dating as a Catholic, Dr. Tim O'Malley 

June 28: Mass & Dinner 

July 12: Speaker Series: LGBTQ and Authentically Catholic, Eden Invitation 

 

Connect with us on instagram @collegecrewsb or on facebook at College 

Crew South Bend. 

The Holy Cross Mission Center on the campus of 

the University of Notre Dame seeks 

an Assistant Director of Community 

Engagement who is passionately committed to 

the mission of Holy Cross and the Church. Our 

Assistant Director will increase engagement with 

our national and global partners and raise 

awareness of Holy Cross Missions through a 

combination of strategic planning, compelling 

communication, and skilled project execution. If 

this sounds like the perfect fit for you, please 

email a cover letter and resume 

to kclauss@holycrossusa.org.   

Pregnant and parenting moms who face difficult 

or unexpected circumstances in our communities 

do not have to look far to find help. The Diocese 

of Fort Wayne—South Bend is participating in the 

national campaign, Walking with Moms in Need. 

The purpose of this campaign is to better equip 

each of us to identify and communicate available 

resources to women who might be struggling 

with a difficult pregnancy or parenting 

circumstance. The websites list, describe, and 

provide links to many of the resources available 

in our area to support and assist pregnant and 

parenting moms in need: 

English: walkingwithmomsfwsb.com 

Spanish: caminaconmadresfwsb.com 



St. Thérèse, Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 7 

OUR STAFF 
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Deacon .......................................................... Deacon Greg Gehred 
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle 

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week:  

(See their ad on the back cover) 

Council 17043 is inviting All practicing Catholic 

Men to join the Knights of Columbus and in 

particular Council 17043 – We meet right here 

in your parish center on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month.  You must be a member of the Order to 

attend our meetings.  If you want to be a part of 

an organization that strives to make a 

difference, we invite you to join us!   

 

Please see any member of the Knights, scan the 

code, or visit kofc.org and select join —> 

Council 17043, use the code mcgivney2020 

when asked for payment – joining is free at this 

time!   

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @stthereselittleflowersb, for daily 

posts and reflections, testimonies, and parish updates. 

 

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign up for our parish email 

newsletter or to get the bulletin sent directly to your email. 

Pray with Saints, learn with scholars, heal the world. Join the Saints and 

Scholars Summer Theology Institute for high schoolers at Holy Cross 

College June 19-24. Learn more at hcc-nd.edu/saints-and-scholars  

July 30-31, Christ the King Parish 

We are inviting EVERY married couple and religious to attend, but there is 

limited capacity.  It is a series of talks presented by 3 couples and a 

priest.  You will learn about tools you can use to continue to enrich your 

sacrament.  Get it on your calendar now!  Register at www.wwme-

ni.org   Questions can be sent to the Application Couple at 

<application@wwme-ni.org> or call them at (260) 484-1664.  There is a 

$75 application fee with a free will donation requested on Sunday.  You 

deserve this experience!  
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