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Beloved parishioners, 

 

I have missed you, but we are always united at the table of 

the Lord’s Body and Blood. And I pray you are well and 

keeping the faith. Thank you for your prayers for my home 

country and for peace throughout the world.  

 

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy 

Body and Blood of Christ, also known as Corpus Christi 

Solemnity, from the Latin meaning “Body of Christ.” This feast 

originated in France in mid thirteenth century, but was 

extended to the universal Church by Pope Urban IV in 1264. It 

is typically celebrated on the Thursday following Trinity 

Sunday (which was last Sunday), but for pastoral reasons the 

bishops of the United States and elsewhere have moved it to 

the Sunday following Trinity Sunday. This solemnity focuses 

our attention on the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy 

Eucharist, and calls us to profess our faith in the Eucharist, 

Christ’s gift of himself to us for our salvation and 

sanctification. This solemnity is also a privileged moment to 

reflect on the mystery of the Church as the Body of Christ. A 

prominent part of this celebration is the procession with the 

consecrated Host through the streets. By this act we give 

honor to Christ present in the Eucharist, and express our 

belief in it as the true Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus 

Christ. This year, we have the unique opportunity to 

participate in the Diocesan celebration of this feast with 

Eucharistic procession in Warsaw taking place this weekend. I 

urge everyone who can, to join in this procession in honor of 

our Eucharistic Lord. This is part of the three-year 

celebrations leading up to the National Eucharistic Congress 

in Indianapolis in 2024. In the spirit of our celebration, 

therefore, I thought to share with you a reflection from St. 

John Chrysostom (c. 347 -407). 

 

They all ate and were filled (Lk 9:17) 

 

Christ gave us his flesh to eat in order to deepen our love for 

him. When we approach him, then, there should be burning 

within us a fire of love and longing. Otherwise the punishment 

awaiting us will be in proportion to the magnitude of the graces 

we have received and of which we have shown ourselves 

unworthy. The wise men paid homage to Christ’s body even 

when it was lying in a manger. Foreigners who did not worship 

the true God left their homes and their native land, set out on a 

long journey, and on reaching its end, worshiped in great fear 

and trembling. Let us, the citizens of heaven, at least imitate 

these foreigners. They only saw Christ in a manger, they saw 

nothing of what you now see, and yet they approached him with 

profound awe and reverence. You see him, not in a manger but 

on an altar, not carried by a woman but offered by a priest; and 

you see the Spirit bountifully poured out upon the offerings of 

bread and wine. Unlike the wise men, you do not merely see 

Christ’s body: you know his power as well, and whole divine plan 

for our salvation. Having been carefully instructed, you are 

ignorant of none of the marvels he has performed. Let us then 

awaken in ourselves a feeling of awe and let us show a far 

greater reverence than did those foreigners, for we shall bring 

down fire upon our heads if we approach this sacrament 

casually, without thinking of what we do. 

 

By saying this I do not mean that we should not approach it, but 

simply that we should not do so thoughtlessly. Just as coming to 

it in a casual way is perilous, so failing to share in this 

sacramental meal is hunger and death. This food strengthens us; 

it emboldens us to speak freely to our God: it is our hope our 

salvation our light and our life. If we go to the next world 

fortified by this sacrifice, we shall enter its sacred portals with 

perfect confidence, as though protected all over by armor of gold. 

But why do I speak of the next world? Because of this sacrament 

earth becomes heaven for you. Throw open the gates of heaven—

or rather, not of heaven but of the heaven of heavens—look 

through and you will see the proof of what I say. 

 

What is heaven’s most precious possession? I will show you it 

here on earth. I do not show you angels or archangels, heaven or 

the heaven of heavens, but I show you the very Lord of all these. 

Do you not see how you gaze, here on earth, upon what is most 

precious of all? You not only gaze on it, but touch it as well. You 

not only touch it, but even eat it, and take it away with you to 

your homes. It is essential therefore when you wish to receive 

this sacrament to cleanse your soul from sin and to prepare your 

mind. 

 

Homilies on the First Letter to the Corinthians 

24, 4: PG 61, 204-205 

 

With blessings from my heart, 

 

This Father’s Day, we give thanks for all men and the many unique ways that they live out the gift of fatherhood. 

We remember with gratitude and joy our own fathers, grandfathers, and those men who have been spiritual 

fathers to us. May the Lord open the eyes of all men to see that they are enough and they are deeply loved. We 

ask for an increase of all men to recognize and answer the call to live out the gift of spiritual fatherhood in our 

world today.  
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, June 18 

 5:30 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Sunday, June 19 

 9:00 am Clem Tafelski 

 11:30 am Maria & Franceso Cutudno 

 

Monday, June 20 

 8:30 am Intentions of Gregory Toth 

 

Tuesday, June 21 

     8:30 am The Salvation of the souls of  

  James & Linda Makowski & Children 

 

Wednesday, June 22 

 8:30 am Mike & Margaret Gotstein  

  

Thursday, June 23 

 8:30 am William Bettcher 

 

Friday, June 24 

 8:30 am Living & Deceased Members of Christ Child Society 

 

Saturday, June 25 

 8:00 am Sue Allen 

 5:30 pm Mass of Thanksgiving 

 

Sunday, June 26 

 9:00 am Barbara Tjarksen 

 11:30 am John & Dolores Peck 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

Sunday The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 

Blood of Christ 

 Gn 14:18-20; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 1 Cor 11:23-26;  

 Lk 9:11b-17 

Monday 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3, 4-5,  

 12-13; Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, 

Religious 

 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; Ps 48:2-3ab, 

 3cd-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint John Fisher, Bishop and 

Martyr and Saint Thomas More, Martyr 

 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps 119:33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 

 40; Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday  Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the 

Baptist 

 Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14 ab, 14c-15;  

 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Friday Solemnity of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  

 Ez 34:11-16; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Rom 5:5b-11; 

 Lk 15:3-7 

Saturday  Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-

 21; Lk 2:41-51 

Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; 

 Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62 

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is particularly 

special to this writer. For it was the Eucharist that drew me into the 

Catholic Church. Although I had done much reading before becoming 

Catholic, I can take no credit for the power of the Eucharist upon me. My 

first experience of it was at the St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans during 

which I and two Air Force buddies went to the French Quarter during 

Christmas. We happened upon the Cathedral on Christmas Eve, heard 

some beautiful music coming from the church, and went in thinking it 

was a concert. I knew absolutely nothing about Catholicism and had no 

idea what the priest was doing during the Consecration. Later on with 

hindsight, I knew it was the intercession of the Holy Spirit that led me to 

the church and planted the seed of Christ’s special presence. 

 

The Eucharist, as St. John Chrysostom preached, “strengthens us; it 

emboldens us to speak freely to our God; it is our hope, our salvation, our 

light, and our life.” I know that with certitude. May you, too. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

“The Church is a family of families, constantly 

enriched by the lives of all those domestic 

churches." - Amoris Laetitiae, 87

YOU are an important part of this "family of 

families"! Whether you are single, married, 

divorced, widowed, a parent, a child - you are 

welcome to join us as we eat, pray, and do life 

together.

Jireh

Wednesday, July 13th, 6:30 pm

Rooted in Love

Monday, June 20th, 6:00 pm

Monday, July 11th, 6:00 pm

House of Praise

Friday, July 29th, 6:30 pm

Email abby@littleflowerchurch.org for 

locations or with any questions.

We are so excited to have 40 children signed 

up to participate in our 2022 Vacation Bible 

School program for the week of July 25-29th; 

this is the largest group we have ever had sign 

up for VBS! However we desperately need 

volunteers (ages 12+) to sign up to help in 

order to make this program run. If we do not 

get enough volunteers we will have to cancel 

VBS. 

This is a great opportunity for youth to get any 

needed service hours or for anyone to serve 

our parish family this summer. 

Please email me if you would like to sign up or 

have any questions. 

Thank you!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

Call us at 574-232-LIFE (5433) or email us 

at life@prolifemichiana.org with inquiries.

Ten days ago, a welcoming group, 

including four from Little Flower, 

awaited the family at the South 

Bend Airport. It was a family of four 

from Afghanistan, husband and wife 

and two children, ages 4 and 10 

months. Fortunately the husband 

could speak English, so 

communication was able to be more 

than just smiles. 

The hosting group brought a welcoming sign, pictured here, but we 

couldn’t take pictures of the family for security reasons. Each of the 

children received a teddy bear. What a beautiful and amazing experience 

it was.

Pro-Life Articles is in need of several Volunteers, 

we hope you will put the following request for 

volunteers in your Bulletins.

Volunteers needed to work with Excel Spread 

Sheets. Requires approximately two hours per 

month.

Contact Martin Reiser.

Reiser33@gmail.com

Are you looking for a teaching position, or do you know someone who is? 

St. Anthony de Padua Catholic School is looking for a 3rd grade teacher 

and Religion teacher, among other positions! Visit school.stasb.org/jobs to 

view our open positions and see if you might be a fit. Certainly, feel free 

to share with friends and family! 
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @stthereselittleflowersb, for daily 

posts and reflections, testimonies, and parish updates.

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign up for our parish email 

newsletter or to get the bulletin sent directly to your email.

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

The Program Coordinator of Pastoral Care (PCPC) fosters and develops 

meaningful, faith-based student interactions. The PCPC must have 

outstanding relationship-building skills, experience in faith formation of 

young adults from diverse religious and cultural backgrounds, the capacity 

to articulate Catholic theological perspectives and the aptitude to do so 

within the context of the Holy Cross Charism. The PCPC must have a great 

ability to encounter, listen to, and accompany young people in the midst of 

transition, challenge, and relationships.

For position details, qualifications, and to apply, visit: jobs.nd.edu/

postings/26293

Openings in PreK-8 classrooms

School Choice approved

Interested in learning more about a Catholic 

education?

Call or email Mattie Willerton, Principal

m.willerton@corpuschristisb.org

574-272-9868

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is now 

hiring! Current openings include Ministry 

Specialist for Victims Assistance and Safe 

Environment, Publications Manager for Today’s 

Catholic, and Sales Associate for Good Shepherd 

Books & Gifts. Find all diocesan, parish, and 

school employment opportunities 

at diocesefwsb.org/careers. 
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