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Beloved parishioners, 

Thank you for your participation at the diocesan Corpus 

Christi procession in Warsaw. I saw some pictures from the 

event, and wished I attended. But my prayers were with you 

as you spent time in adoration and proclaiming your faith in 

our Eucharistic Lord. Now that the 3-year Eucharistic Revival 

has begun I hope that we will all seize this moment to 

continue to deepen our faith in the Eucharist by regular 

attendance at Mass and Eucharistic Adoration.  

 

The readings for this weekend suggest that the call of God 

requires our urgent but free response. It leaves no room for 

delays. In the First Reading, the Lord calls Elisha to be a 

supporter and helper of Elijah. Although Elisha wanted to 

follow Elijah, he however asked for leave so he could kiss his 

parents goodbye. Elijah’s response was negative. He seems to 

tell the young man to go back as if he did not need him. In 

the Gospel we see a similar attitude in the response of Jesus 

to the one who though was willing to obey his call to follow 

him but wanted to first bury his father. Jesus told him to let 

the dead bury their dead, but you go and proclaim the 

kingdom of God. As if to drive home the importance of 

answering his call over any other concerns, Jesus said, “no 

one who sets his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of heaven.”  

 

It was not Elijah who called Elisha, but God. Elisha did not 

know this at first, but when he came to understand this, there 

was no going back for him. He proved this by slaughtering all 

his family’s oxen and used their yokes for firewood to cook 

them and gave the flesh to his servants to eat. He was certain 

he was not returning home; not after what he had done to 

the family’s oxen.  

 

How often God calls us and instead of responding with 

dispatch we linger. We take our time to finish what we were 

doing before we respond, if at all we respond. We seem to 

think God should wait for us. We often do not notice the 

urgency in the call of God and we are too preoccupied with 

our own concerns that God’s call is not considered a priority. 

Today the Lord calls us to examine our response to his call. 

Jesus called Peter and Paul, whose solemnity we celebrate 

this week. Even though they did not understand the 

ramifications of the call, they immediately left everything and 

followed him. And once they knew who it was that called 

them, they were willing to hazard the peril that came with 

the call. They paid the ultimate price in answer to this call.  

 

One of the distinguishing characteristics between a disciple 

and a fan is the way one responds to God’s call. The Danish 

theologian, Søren Kierkegaard, once said that what Jesus 

wants is followers not admirers. It is easier to admire than to 

follow. This is because admiring can be done from a distance, 

and with no obligations on the admirer. On the other hand, 

following Jesus often calls for a change in the location and 

manner of life of the one who follows. Following Jesus might 

bring us face to face with misunderstanding and hostilities. 

But Jesus shows us how to respond with compassion and 

nonviolence. He does not approve the request of James and 

John who wanted revenge on the Samaritans for resisting 

them as they sought to pass through their city to Jerusalem. 

Instead, he rebukes them. God calls us directly, and 

sometimes indirectly. It is important to discern who is calling, 

as proper discernment leads to proper response. If we 

thought our call had a human origin, our response might be 

different. But as believers, we know that our call is from God. 

And this knowledge challenges us to respond quickly, and to 

do so with all our heart.  

 

We welcome Fr. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih as parochial 

vicar to our parish. In this role, he will assist me in the 

pastoral and spiritual care of our parish. I ask that you keep 

us in your prayers as we strive to lead you according to the 

mind of Christ and His Church.  

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

 

 

“Following our dear Lord through the streets proclaiming our love and gratitude was an experience we will treasure.”  

Rich and Laura Good 

 

"It was a walking Adoration, like an Adoration parade. It was very awesome!" 

 John Gettinger (age 8.5) 

 

"It was really powerful to have everyone praying together in a public way. It's important for us to not only remind ourselves that Jesus is 

truly present, but also to speak the truth boldly with our actions. It reminded me of the old testament, when the Jewish people would 

process with the tabernacle." 

Hank Gettinger 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, June 25 

 5:30 pm Mass of Thanksgiving 

 

Sunday, June 26 

 9:00 am Barbara Tjarksen 

 11:30 am John & Dolores Peck 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday, June 27 

 8:30 am Maurice Scheessele 

 

Tuesday, June 28 

     8:30 am The Salvation of the souls of  

  James & Linda Makowski & Children 

 

Wednesday, June 29 

 8:30 am Intentions of Michael & Jamie Gorman 

  

Thursday, June 30 

 8:30 am 4th Wedding Anniversary of  

  Ryan & Aileen (Kernam) Schwab 

 

 Friday, July 1 

 8:30 am Helen Golden 

 

Saturday, July 2 

 8:00 am Intentions of Walter Scheirer 

 5:30 pm In thanksgiving for Ron Verduin being cancer free 

 

Sunday, July 3 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Sadie, Louis & Jim Martino 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 

 11; Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62 

 

Monday    Memorial of Saint Cyril of Alexandria, 

Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

 Am 2:6-10, 13-16; Ps 50:16bc-17, 18-19,  

 20-21, 22-23; Mt 8:18-22 

 

Tuesday    Memorial of Saint Irenaeus, Bishop 

and Martyr 

 Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8;  

 Mt 8:23-27 

 

Wednesday   Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, 

Apostles 

 Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 2  

 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 

 

Thursday   Memorial of the First Holy Martyrs of 

the Holy Roman Church 

 Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 9:1-8 

 

Friday Memorial of Saint Junipero Serra, Priest 

 Am 8:4-6, 9-12; Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131; 

 Mt 9:9-13 

 

Saturday   Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 

13-14; Mt 9:14-17 
 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-3,4-5,6-7, 16, 20;  

 Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or Lk 10:1-9 

A good friend and local author, John Monczunski, wrote a book entitled, 

“The Key to Life.” It’s a stylistic and personal little book full of insight, wit, 

and wisdom. One of the chapters is entitled, “Gobsmacked.” It particularly 

moved me as it reminded me of one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit – 

wonder and awe in the presence of the Lord. 

 

We have so many opportunities to experience that wonder and awe. At 

Mass, we can experience it in the Eucharist, in the readings from 

Scripture, and in the assembly. Each person is a unique creation of God. 

But beyond that, and John amply illustrates in his book, we can 

experience wonder and awe in all of God’s creation. Every day, every hour, 

offers us the gift to see/hear/smell/imagine/act with wonder and awe. 

 

Perhaps wonder and awe in the presence of the Lord expands our 

consciousness to all the gifts of the Spirit, including healing. Wonder and 

awe enables us to see as Jesus saw, and Jesus came to overcome darkness 

and heal a broken world. 

A group meets in the chapel/quiet room of the 

church every Wednesday at 1:30 PM to pray the 

Rosary and a chaplet of Divine Mercy. This 

group started 20+ years ago to pray for our 

children and grandchildren, many of whom are 

away from the church. Everyone and all 

intentions are invited. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Our Accompaniment Implementation Team 

wants to resurrect the Hospitality Team that 

was started before Covid, as well as implement 

new ways of reaching out to new parishioners, 

helping them get plugged in at the parish. 

There is something for everyone to help with: 

greeting people at Mass, phone outreach, New 

Parishioner Welcome Brunch and more! 

If you feel called to put your gifts 

to use by growing our parish in 

this way please fill out the forms 

found at littleflowerchurch.org/

info or by scanning the code. 

Interested in helping with VBS but can’t 

commit to volunteering for the whole 

week? You can sign up to help for one day or 

with behind the scenes needs! Please email me 

if you would like to sign up or have any 

questions. 

Speaking of VBS, please consider donating any 

of the following items:

• empty paper towel and toilet paper rolls

• maps you are no longer using/want to 

recycle

• mini water bottles

• play-doh (any color)

• colored pencils

• printer paper

• glue sticks

• green and blue plastic table cloths

• brown craft paper

• green, blue, and brown streamers

• cardboard boxes, all sizes

• blue, green, brown, and white paint

Donations can be dropped off at the parish 

office during office hours or in the marked 

container in the church vestibule.

Thank you!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

Call us at 574-232-LIFE (5433) or email us 

at life@prolifemichiana.org with inquiries.

Are you looking for a teaching position, or do you know someone who is? 

St. Anthony de Padua Catholic School is looking for a 3rd grade teacher 

and Religion teacher, among other positions! Visit school.stasb.org/jobs to 

view our open positions and see if you might be a fit. Certainly, feel free 

to share with friends and family! 

The Administrative Assistant will be responsible for coordination and 

scheduling of weddings and baptisms on campus, including management 

of all necessary diocesan paperwork. The Administrative Assistant will 

also provide high level support to the Associate Director of Liturgy and 

Basilica Rector, with periodic support to other liturgical staff as necessary. 

Will provide front desk reception and hospitality for all Coleman Morse 

third floor offices, interacting with a wide range of visitors and guests 

with a high degree of professionalism and courtesy.

For position details, qualifications, and to apply, visit: https://jobs.nd.edu/

postings/26550

Catholic Charities is seeking candidates for 

several full time positions, working from the 

South Bend office. To learn more about these 

positions and the required qualifications, please 

visit our website at www.ccfwsb.org/careers

• Mission Advancement Coordinator

• Community Services Case Manager

• Refugee Support Services Case Manager

• Mental Health Therapist

• Director of Clinical Services

Pro-Life Articles is in need of several Volunteers, 

we hope you will put the following request for 

volunteers in your Bulletins.

Volunteers needed to work with Excel Spread 

Sheets. Requires approximately two hours per 

month.

Contact Martin Reiser.

Reiser33@gmail.com

We have several positions we need to fill for our Religious Education 

program for the 2022-2023 school year. Please prayerfully consider 

offering your gifts and talents to this important ministry of forming the 

young Church! Contact Alexis with any questions or to volunteer. 

1- Catechist + Classroom Aids: These people work directly with children 

age 3 through 6th grade. This is a weekly Sunday morning commitment 

for the school year.

2- Confirmation Catechist: These people work with our 7th and 8th grade 

Confirmation Candidates meeting once a month in the evening. I am 

asking for a 2 year commitment to walk with the group through 

their Confirmation.

3- Hosting the Confirmation Class: We are moving the Confirmation class 

away from Sunday Morning classes. We are hoping that we can find 

different families to host the group each month. They would hopefully 

provide dinner, a space for the group to meet, and a tv. The group’s 

catechist will handle the actual teaching part, they would just host.

Email Alexis Duffy (alexis@littlelfowerchurch.org) with questions or to 

volunteer!
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OUR STAFF
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Deacon ..........................................................Deacon Greg Gehred
272-7070 deacongreg@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization ......................................... Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org
brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson
darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @stthereselittleflowersb, for daily 

posts and reflections, testimonies, and parish updates.

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign up for our parish email 

newsletter or to get the bulletin sent directly to your email.

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

The Program Coordinator of Pastoral Care (PCPC) fosters and develops 

meaningful, faith-based student interactions. The PCPC must have 

outstanding relationship-building skills, experience in faith formation of 

young adults from diverse religious and cultural backgrounds, the capacity 

to articulate Catholic theological perspectives and the aptitude to do so 

within the context of the Holy Cross Charism. The PCPC must have a great 

ability to encounter, listen to, and accompany young people in the midst of 

transition, challenge, and relationships.

For position details, qualifications, and to apply, visit: jobs.nd.edu/

postings/26293

Openings in PreK-8 classrooms

School Choice approved

Interested in learning more about a Catholic 

education?

Call or email Mattie Willerton, Principal

m.willerton@corpuschristisb.org

574-272-9868

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is now 

hiring! Current openings include Ministry 

Specialist for Victims Assistance and Safe 

Environment, Publications Manager for Today’s 

Catholic, and Sales Associate for Good Shepherd 

Books & Gifts. Find all diocesan, parish, and 

school employment opportunities 

at diocesefwsb.org/careers. 
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