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Beloved parishioners, 

Hope your summer is going well? Next weekend is our 

Annual Corn and Sausage Roast. I invite everyone to help 

make this event a huge success. I miss you all; but I am 

consoled because we are united at the table of the Lord’s 

Body and Blood. 

 

Qoheleth, the protagonist of the book of Ecclesiastes, speaks 

of the vanity of human existence. All our toils under the sun 

amount to nothing. At face value, this represents a dark and 

nihilistic attitude to life. It would be a terrible way to live if 

one held such an extremely negative view about life. We 

believe that the world was created good by God, and it is the 

best world that God could create. The evils we see in the 

world are largely consequences of human sin. The First 

Reading for this weekend cautions against any unrestrained 

attachments to this world because it is temporal and passing 

away (1 Corinthians 7:31; 1 John 2:17; James 4:14). This 

awareness should help orient our hearts to give value to the 

more important things. This is what Paul exhorts the 

Colossians to do in the Second Reading. He urges them to lift 

their hearts to heaven, where Christ is. Like the Colossians, 

we too have died with Christ. In baptism we were buried with 

him and we rose with him. We have been grafted unto Christ 

and we have a new identity.  

 

The readings this weekend speak to the futility of a life lived 

without reference to Christ. Our Lord Jesus warns against 

avarice. He understands the importance of right ordering to 

our lives, as a person’s life is not dependent on what they 

possess. The rich man in the gospel lived his life without 

reference to God. It was a sad end. Jesus would not allow 

himself to be manipulated by the man who requested that he 

arbitrates between him and his brother over landed property. 

Jesus recognizes the temporality of material possessions and 

life. Whatever we have now will pass away; it is only a matter 

of time. The things that mattered to us many years ago are 

not priority for us today. In the same way, many years from 

now, some of the things we fuss over now would be 

irrelevant. It is therefore important to have our hearts where 

it really matters. So, I ask you, where is your heart? What are 

you anxious about? What keeps you awake at night? Let us 

take to heart the exhortation of St. Paul to the Philippians: 

“be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God, and the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7).  

 

As temporal citizens of this world while we anticipate our 

heavenly homeland, let us continue to press on by prioritizing 

our lives and not be distracted by things of less importance. 

Wisdom consists in keeping things in proper perspective. We 

pray with the psalmist, “Teach us to number our days aright, 

that we may gain wisdom of heart.” 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady bless you. 

 

 

With hearts full of gratitude we announce that our beloved Deacon Greg Gehred has retired from active ministry 

effective July 1st, 2022. Words cannot express how much Deacon Greg’s presence and service have meant to our 

parish and to each one of us since his arrival in 2010.  

 

 

Deacon, thank you for giving of yourself to our parish family, and to the poor and vulnerable through your many ministries of  

service. Thank you for sharing your humble, gentle, kind, and generous heart with all of us.  

  

We invite anyone who would like to share a note of gratitude, a story, a memory, or a photo from Deacon Greg ’s time here at St. 

Thérèse Little Flower to do so here: https://bit.ly/3cRtNdy. If you would prefer to hand write your note you may do so at the 

table in the back of the Church in the upcoming weeks. We will gather for a celebration of thanks for Deacon Greg on a date yet 

to be determined. Until then, please join us in offering prayers of gratitude for Deacon and Pat and their example of living out 

our parish Core Values of authentic accompaniment, joyful receptivity, and sacrificial generosity! 

  

In Christ,  

Fr. Julius and the Parish Staff Team 



Page 4 July 31st, 2022 † 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, July 30 

5:30 pm Sue Allen

Sunday, July 31 

9:00 am Dale Kroll

11:30 am For the Healing of Shelia Talamo

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

Monday, August 1 

8:30 am Dorothy Putz

Tuesday, August 2 

 8:30 am Stan Reynolds

Wednesday, August 3 

8:30 am Intentions of Laurie Miller 

Thursday, August 4 

8:30 am Ann Kloc

Friday, August 5 

8:30 am No intention at the time 

Saturday, August 6 

8:00 am Natividad Bayot

5:30 pm Esther Dollie

Sunday, August 7 

9:00 am Maria & Vincent Dinh

11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

8:00 pm Nancy Hahaj

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ecc 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 & 

17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21 

Monday - Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, 

Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95,102; 

Mt 14:13-21 

Tuesday - Memorial of Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, 

Bishop 

Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-18, 19-

21, 29 & 22-23; Mt 14:22-36 

Wednesday  

Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday- Memorial of Saint John Vianney, 

Priest 

Jer 31:31-34; Ps51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19; 

Mt 16:13-23 

Friday- Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary 

Major in Rome 

Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 

39abcd, 41; Mt16:24-28 

Saturday- Feast of the Transfiguration of the 

Lord 

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-

19; Lk 9:28b-36 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22; Heb 

11:1-2, 8-19 or Heb 11:1-2, 8-12;  

Lk 12:32-48 or Lk 12:35-40 

A group meets in the chapel/quiet room of the 

church every Wednesday at 1:30 PM to pray the 

Rosary and a chaplet of Divine Mercy. This 

group started 20+ years ago to pray for our 

children and grandchildren, many of whom are 

away from the church. Everyone and all 

intentions are invited. 

August 6, 11:00 am, The Our Lady, Patroness of Americas Center  

The Our Lady, Patroness of Americas Center invites you and guests to the 

First Saturday Devotion Mass offered by Bishop Kevin C. Rhodes in the 

Center's Chapel on the Feast of the Transfiguration, August 6 at 11: 00 

am.  

The Mass is open seating so arrive early. Please help us with an RSVP if 

you are planning to attend. Details and RSVP at PatronessOfAmerica.org/

BishopsMass orby calling the office. 

Our Lady, Patroness of America Center 

2730 E. Northport Road, Rome City, IN 

260-303-4990
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES
Today and next week, we will share a powerful 

testimony. First, the story from a remarkable 

92-year-old woman.

“Ever since the year 2000, I’ve read over 2,300 

books from the public library next door. I took 

eyesight for granted with the help of readers, 

until eight or nine weeks ago, when words 

became progressively blurrier. A specialist 

diagnosed my problem as dry macular 

degeneration in my left eye, and wet macular 

degeneration in my right eye. Apparently, dry 

macular degeneration is the type that is most 

common, and it progresses slowly, but it is not 

as treatable as wet macular degeneration, 

which progresses more rapidly. The doctor 

administered a shot into my right eye, and 

suggested two more shots, a month apart, 

before making further decisions for my 

treatment. Much to my delight, I spent the 

next week with no further sight loss, but I still 

had need for readers and a magnifying glass. 

TV was still a total blur unless I stood twelve 

inches from the screen.

“A friend in South Bend suggested that a rosary 

prayer group which meets at Little Flower 

might pray for my eyes over the phone. So, on 

Wednesday July 6, 2022, two weeks after the 

first shot, we spent fifteen minutes pleading 

with the Lord for His healing touch.”

Next week, a miracle.

Have you always wondered "Why do Catholics 

do that?" Are you longing to know more about 

who Jesus is? Do certain teachings of the 

Church frustrate you or not make sense to you? 

Or perhaps you are just new to the area and 

looking to belong to a Christian community, 

but not sure which one?

We'd love to hear from you! Reach out to us 

anytime with your questions (even the 

difficult ones), your hopes, or your 

curiosity about Christianity and Catholicism. 

We'd love to hear from you and to walk with 

you. Email Abby Kyle at 

abby@littlflowerchurch.org to get connected!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY 

THAT EXTENDS

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

Are you or someone you know in need of food? 

Our parish food pantry is open on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 1:30-3:15 pm. Please bring a 

photo ID and official piece of mail as proof of 

address. 

Pregnant and parenting moms who face difficult 

or unexpected circumstances in our communities 

do not have to look far to find help. The Diocese 

of Fort Wayne—South Bend is participating in the 

national campaign, Walking with Moms in Need. 

The purpose of this campaign is to better equip 

each of us to identify and communicate available 

resources to women who might be struggling 

with a difficult pregnancy or parenting 

circumstance. The websites list, describe, and 

provide links to many of the resources available 

in our area to support and assist pregnant and 

parenting moms in need:

English: walkingwithmomsfwsb.com

Spanish: caminaconmadresfwsb.com

For the Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Craft Fair

Saturday, October 15th, Sacred Heart Parish, 63568 Old U.S. 31-South, 

South Bend. Call Barb at 574-784-2738.

Adult Collection $ 41,504.45

Loose Collection $   8,051.20

Total Collections $ 49,555.65 

(Under)/Over Budget $  (8,777.68)

Year to Date Under Budget $(21,300.54) 

Capital Campaign $ 1423.49 

Food Pantry $ 1367.50 

Whatsoever You Do $ 5806.47

Thank you for your sacrificial generosity!

We are looking for an Annual Funds Coordinator 

to join our team in South Bend! This person 

would coordinate fundraising events for 

Redeemer Radio’s South Bend station. This is a 

part-time position with full-time potential. We 

offer competitive pay and a flexible work 

schedule! Find out more by visiting 

spokestreet.com/jobs or call 260-436-9598.

Saint Joseph Preschool is seeking several part-time teacher assistants for 

the 2022-2023 school year. If you would enjoy playing games, singing 

songs, and spending time with infants, toddlers, and preschool children, 

we would love to meet you! For further information, please contact 

Sabrina Zalas, Preschool Director, at szalas@stjoeparish.com. 
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OUR STAFF 
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parochial Vicar ............................ William Ikhianosimhe Orbih 
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Evangelization.......................................... Abby Kyle 

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week:  

(See their ad on the back cover) 

Family of the Month:  We are looking for nominations from parishioners for our Family of the Month Program. If you are 

interested in nominating a Family for this recognition, please submit the following information to Ben Janczewski via email at 

wyotechben@gmail.com in the Subject of the Email please put Family of the Month Nomination.   

 

In order for your nominee to compete please include the following information for selection purposes.   

1)  Name(s) of the adult(s) of the household and all children and approximate ages if applicable.  

2) As much information as you can about the Family’s involvement in Parish, Church and Faith activities. For example, the Family 

always attends the 9AM Mass, they participate in the Religious Education Programs etc. Please provide as much faith 

information as possible as this is what is used to distinguish one family from another.   

 

We want and need your input we all know of a family that is deserving of this recognition.  Simply send an email as stated above 

with your nominee.  Please know that there is a wide range to the term family – a family can be one person to several and 

young or old. Use your knowledge and judgement when making the nomination.  

 

We are also seeking parishioners that are interested in being a part of the selection process.  Please let Ben know if you are 

interested.   
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