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Beloved parishioners, 

 

This weekend’s readings speak about the difficulty associated 

with prophetic ministry. It is fraught with danger for the 

prophet. Jeremiah was persecuted and rejected (First 

Reading), and Our Lord Jesus tells us that rejection comes 

with following him. Some people might have difficulty 

reconciling a Jesus who preached peace and reconciliation 

with the one speaking in this weekend’s gospel. We might 

wonder why Jesus is saying he has come for war rather than 

for peace, to stir up strife within families, rather than mend 

relationships. However, this is not the sense Jesus is 

communicating to his listeners in the gospel. War and strife 

within families are not the goals of his mission, but could be 

consequences of that mission. This should not be surprising 

to us. Recall that when Jesus was presented in the temple at 

his dedication, Simeon the prophet spoke the following 

prophetic words about him, “Behold, this child is destined for 

the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be contradicted…” (Luke 2:34). From the attempts of Herod to 

destroy the child, the rejection by his own people who tried 

to kill him, to his crucifixion and taunting by a fellow 

condemned criminal on the cross, we see that this Jesus was 

a sign of contradiction. He is God, yet he becomes one with 

his creatures. He is impassible, yet he suffers the ignominy of 

his own creatures and goes to a cross for their sakes. He is 

immortal, yet he dies.  

 

These paradoxes in the life of Christ continue in the lives of 

Christians today, and of the Church. We are in the world, but 

must be separated from the world. We do not live our lives 

based on worldly precepts but according to the laws of God. 

The mission of the Church is a continuation, and a 

perpetuation on earth of the mission of Christ. This is why 

rejection and opposition of the Church and her teachings 

should not surprise us. If they rejected the master, they will 

not treat his servants any different (see Matthew 10:25). Yes, 

it is sad when friends and members of your own family reject 

you because of your decision to follow Christ and live 

according to his teachings and that of his Church. But we 

must never be discouraged. Human approval has nothing to 

do with our eternal destiny. We are not seeking to please 

people but God (Galatians 1:10). So, push on. Keep striving to 

be faithful to God and follow him as best you can. This is how 

we will overcome the opposition, just like Jesus, who never 

backed down from his mission but pressed on, for the joy that 

lay ahead of him (Second Reading). Jesus is our example of 

faith and trust in God.  

 

I want to thank all our staff, Knights of Columbus, and 

parishioners for an amazing Corn and Sausage roast last 

Sunday. From what I hear and the pictures from the event, I 

could see that our parishioners had a very enjoyable 

fellowship. I missed it. May the Lord bless you all for coming 

out to support this event, and give us many more years to 

celebrate with our beloved parish family.  

 

Please say a prayer for me; tomorrow August 15th is my 13th 

anniversary of priestly ordination.  

 

With love from my heart, 

 

We are looking for nominations from 

parishioners for our Family of the Month 

Program. If you are interested in nominating a 

Family for this recognition, please submit the 

following information to Ben Janczewski via 

email at wyotechben@gmail.com in the Subject 

of the Email please put Family of the Month 

Nomination.   

 

In order for your nominee to compete please 

include the following information for selection 

purposes.  1)  Name(s) of the adult(s) of the 

household and all children and approximate 

ages if applicable. 2) As much information as 

you can about the Family’s involvement in 

Parish, Church and Faith activities. The more 

info the better! Thank you! 

Tuckpointing on the south bell tower began last week. For the safety of 

everyone, the parish office will close at 10:30 am weekday mornings until 

Thursday, August 18, but it could be longer ( or shorter) depending on the 

weather. Please DO NOT cross any caution tape or enter through the chapel 

or office doors.  

 

Mass will still be available weekday mornings as well as adoration and 

confessions. If you need to visit the office after Mass, please come through 

the church and sacristy hallway to the office. 

 

The parish office will still be staffed to answer the phones and assist with 

any needs, (schedule a Mass, purchase Barnaby's coupons, and answer any 

questions). Please call the office at 574-272-7070 and we will be happy to 

help! 

 

Thank you for your cooperation as we make these important improvements 

to our Church building! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, August 13 

 5:30 pm Intentions of Renee Knippel 

 

Sunday, August 14 

 9:00 am Gregory Calhoun 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Maurice Scheessele 

 

Monday, August 15—The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

 8:30 am For Fr. Julius on the 13th Anniversary of his Priestly 

  Ordination 

 

Tuesday, August 16 

     8:30 am Intentions of Fr. Brian Carpenter and his family 

 

Wednesday, August 17 

 8:30 am Jackie Walorski 

 

Thursday, August 18 

 8:30 am No intention at this time 

 

Friday, August 19 

 8:30 am No intention at this time 

 

Saturday, August 20 

 8:00 am Naty Bayot 

 5:30 pm Anne Graf 

 

Sunday, August 21 

 9:00 am Maria & Vincent Dinh 

 11:30 am Paul Marz 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18; Heb 12:1-4; 

 Lk 12:49-53 

 

Monday   Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 

 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Stephen of Hungary 

 Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30,35c; 

 Mt 19:23-30 

 

Wednesday Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-3A, 3b-4, 5, 6; 

 Mt 20:1-16 

 

Thursday Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-

 19; Mt 22:1-14 

 

Friday Memorial of Saint John Eudes, Priest 

 Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 

 22:34-40 

 

Saturday   Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot and 

Doctor of the Church 

 Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-14; 

 Mt 23:1-12 

 

Sunday Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Is 66:18-21; Ps 117:1, 2; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; 

 Lk13:22-30 

House of Praise— Friday, 8/26, 6:30 pm 

 

Scan the code or visit bit.ly/3OYoCpc 

to receive the monthly newsletter 

with locations and updates. 

Mark your calendars! This fall we will begin a Journey through Scripture! 

Discover your place in the story of salvation from Genesis to 

Jesus!  Weekly meetings will be held on Friday mornings beginning 

September 16th. 

  

Registration will begin soon! Email Brenda with questions—

Brenda@littleflowerchurch.org. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Our sister-in-law Susan died recently. Having 

gotten through a number of serious illnesses, 

we hoped and prayed she’d beat the odds 

again. She was a saint, but she would have 

balked at that description. She loved 

sacrificially; does that not describe a saint? She 

never let her pain get in the way of loving. 

Whether she had the gifts of healing that St. 

Paul speaks of, I do not know. But people 

experienced healing by her presence. She was 

filled with warmth, joy, kindness, compassion, 

and had a smile and an infectious laugh that 

would fill a room. Her husband related to my 

wife that right after Sue died, a smile came 

across her face. Can’t prove it, but I believe she 

saw the face of the Lord greeting her in her 

heavenly home.

In the vigil of the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, we hear: “Death is swallowed up 

in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting?” Our sister-in-

law died, but victory is hers. Her loss brings 

grief to the living, but faith in that victory will 

prevail. That is healing.

As I began reflecting and praying on this reading two themes kept jumping 

out to me; one, Jesus’ authority and two, the unclean spirit.

When we hear about Jesus expelling unclean spirits and demons we often 

think that this may be symbolic or something from the past, not relevant 

today. A quick Internet search or even a look through the guide for cable 

television will show you articles, videos and television shows dedicated to 

the paranormal. I myself have watched a few episodes of a couple of 

television shows about hauntings in the last month. As I watched with a 

critical attitude, there was something in these shows that amazed me. In 

one of these series each time the investigators went into a home and 

discovered paranormal activity they would sprinkle Holy Water around the 

house invoking the name of Jesus. There is another series that involved 

young college students investigating the unexplained. At the end of each 

of these episodes the lead investigator would hand the property owner a 

small religious medal explaining that is was a blessed St. Benedict medal 

and that it has the prayer of exorcism on it. It was very intriguing to me 

that in each of these series about paranormal activity there were things 

happening that we find in our Catholic faith; calling on Jesus, Holy water, 

and sacramentals like religious medals.

Evil exists in our world even today. While we may not have the 

experiences of unclean spirits or demonic activity in our lives I do believe 

that we all have temptations and often succumb to them because of our 

fallen nature. We gossip, we judge others, we so easily fall into bad habits 

or sinful ways. The good news as we hear from the gospel is that Jesus has 

authority over all things. The authority that he showed amazed those in 

the synagogue. It was an authority beyond anything they had ever seen 

before. “He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” Those 

in the synagogue that day understood that Jesus was someone to listen to 

and follow. If Jesus has authority over unclean spirits and demons how 

much more does he have over the temptations in our lives? We just need 

to trust him and allow him to have authority over us in all things, great 

and small. Next time you feel tempted just call on the name of Jesus. Allow 

Him to become Lord of your life, to exercise his authority and amaze you.

Come learn more about Catholicism and the paranormal at our event this 

Monday at 7:00 pm: The Catholic Truth About Angels, Demons, Ghosts, 

Exorcisms, and Hauntings!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY  

THAT EXTENDS THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

SERVES THE POOR 

St. Stanislaus “Back to our Roots” polish festival is Saturday and Sunday, 

August 20 – 21, 2022  at 1865 136th Ave., Dorr, MI.   We will have Polish 

food starting at 5:30 pm and dancing with "Bill Gruscinski and the Polka 

Network" Band on Saturday from 6:00 - 10:00pm.  We are starting Sunday 

with a Polka Mass at 10:30 am followed by more homemade Polish food 

and Polka Music with ”Pan Franek, Zosia & the Polkatowners” on Sunday 

from 12:00 to 3:30 pm.    Beer tent, kids games, basket raffles and huge 

raffle with over $2000 in prizes. All proceeds to benefit St. Stanislaus 

Catholic School.  Call or email for raffle tickets or information 269.793-

7268 ext 246 or rectory@st-stans.net. 

In July, the Outreach Program provided 

$8,913.32 in assistance to 38 families or 

individuals for 40 accounts. Again, the volume of 

calls was amongst the highest; the situations are 

dire for many. The reasons never change. Low 

compensation jobs or loss of jobs. Sickness or 

disabilities. Lack of affordable childcare. Inability 

to adjust to increased cost of rent and utilities. 

  

One woman has heart disease and had a heart 

attack. Unable to work for some time, she’s 

trying to get disability, but dealing with one 

delay after another. She’s gotten some help from 

other agencies, but it’s not enough. One man lost 

his job in the RV industry when the factory 

closed. Then he had a hip replacement which 

drained what savings he had. He lives in the 

basement of his landlord who is giving him time 

to catch up with rent. He’s about to start a job at 

a restaurant and picks up occasional bartending 

gigs on cruise ships on Lake Michigan. In both 

cases, we could hear a sigh of relief and were 

showered with gratitude. 
  

Always, thank you for your continued generosity. 

The fact that it is continued is so important, 

because the needs don’t let up. 

Families at or below 130% of the poverty level 

are eligible for free, NEW winter clothing, coats 

and shoes.  Each family must obtain a referral 

form from a local agency (e.g. St. Vincent de Paul 

Society and Women's Care Center) or their 

children's school. A complete list of referral 

agencies and information about the clothing 

program can be found 

at www.christchildsb.org or by 

contacting info@christchildsb.org.  

 
All men of the parish are encouraged to join us 
for this life changing retreat!  

New date: September 17th & 18th 
Visit littleflowerchurch.org/retreats to learn 

more and register 
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OUR STAFF 
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parochial Vicar ............................ William Ikhianosimhe Orbih 
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 
243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Director of Evangelization.......................................... Abby Kyle 

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker 

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistants…….Jenny Peterson & Brenda McDonald 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 
 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................... 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week:  

(See their ad on the back cover) 

Saturday, August 20th, St. Felix Catholic Center, Huntington IN 

 

12:30 p.m. Rosary 

1:00 p.m. Mass for the Sick, Presider: Father Lee Allen Fortin 

Following Mass: 

Refreshments and Tours of St. Felix Catholic Center – A beautiful 

place of prayer and thanksgiving. 

 

If you are unable to attend, find us on Facebook at “Praying with Fr. 

Solanus.” Check our website for notifications and updates. Send your 

prayer requests to: www.prayingwithfrsolanus.org 
 

Sponsored by 

Praying With Father Solanus 

https://www.prayingwithfrsolanus.org 

For the Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Craft Fair 

Saturday, October 15th, Sacred Heart Parish, 

63568 Old U.S. 31-South, South Bend. Call Barb 

at 574-784-2738. 

Business Teacher 

Science Teacher 

Business Manager 
 

For more information please visit our website at 

www.saintjoehigh.com 

Please spread the word to great candidates! 
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