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Beloved parishioners, 

This weekend we have the opportunity as a parish to honor of 

one of our own – our very dear Deacon Greg Gerhed. We thank 

him and his beloved bride, Pat, for their dedicated years of 

service to our parish and people of South Bend. Deacon Greg 

was trained as a physician, but felt called by the Lord, like St. 

Luke the evangelist, to minister not only to bodies, but also to 

the souls of the people entrusted to his care. Deacon carried 

out his duties as deacon for 18 years with perfect dedication 

and with a heart of compassion like Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

He was relentless in his service to those shut-in and 

homebound as well as to the inmates at the county jail. He 

served our Lord Jesus in his brothers and sisters, because 

“whatsoever you do to the least of my brethren you do unto 

me” (Matthew 25:40). As Deacon Greg now retires from active 

ministry, we will have the opportunity to come together as a 

parish to thank him for his ministry among us. We will have a 

brunch in his honor after the 11:30 a.m. Mass this weekend. 

Everyone is invited.  

 

This weekend also, the men of our parish will be conducting 

their Men’s Welcome Retreat. We go on retreats to respond to 

Jesus’ invitation, “Come unto me all you that labor and are 

heavy laden and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Retreats 

are always times taken from one’s regular and busy life to 

spend some intentional time with the Lord, and to find rest in 

him. Retreats afford us time for introspection, reflection and 

resolution. I ask that we join our sons, husbands, fathers, 

brothers and friends in prayer as they seek to listen to and 

follow Jesus closely through this encounter.   

 

Next weekend, September 24/25, we will once again have the 

opportunity to show our love and support to our beloved 

bishop in the Annual Bishop’s Appeal (ABA). The ABA affords us 

the opportunity to participate in the various ministries, 

apostolates and services the bishop is carrying out within our 

diocese. These include support for catholic education, 

seminarians education, parish support, charities, and many 

more. We will be invited, in the words of Pope Saint John Paul 

II, to “Go to the mission by giving.” The Lord has blessed us so 

that we can in turn bless others. What we have received is a 

gift, and the Lord needs us to be charitable towards others. 

Through the mission of the church in our diocese, lives are 

touched in profound ways. This year, the theme for the ABA 

ties with the 3-year Eucharistic revival to increase faith in and 

devotion to our blessed Lord in the Eucharist.  The goal for our 

parish this year is $78,563.93. I thank you immensely for your 

generosity in the past. Last year we exceeded our goal and the 

overage was used to support our parish bell project. Please 

help us realize this goal by your generous donations to this 

year’s ABA.  

 

Finally, I ask that you ponder on the readings for this weekend. 

Both the First and Gospel readings challenge us to evaluate our 

attitude to money or material possession. Money is the major 

contender with God for human hearts. Jesus said, “you cannot 

serve both God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). The recipients of 

the message of the prophet Amos saw the Sabbath as a 

hindrance to their inordinate desire to acquire illicit wealth by 

exploiting the poor.  They were impatient for the new Moon 

and the Sabbath to be over so they could display their grain 

and alter the measuring scales to their own advantage. They 

saw nothing wrong with selling the poor who could not pay 

their debt for a pair of sandals. Despite all of these evils, they 

were very religious people, unwilling to change their ways. But 

the Lord stands in solidarity with the poor. He never allows 

their cries to go unanswered. Hence he sends the prophet 

Amos, who was from the South and not a prophet by trade, to 

go to the north and warn the people of the north to change or 

face with the wrath of God.  

 

So, let us again evaluate our attitude to wealth. Does wealth 

help us serve God and neighbors or is wealth a hindrance? 

 

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you! 

 

Tune in to 95.7 FM to catch Fr. Julius and members of our parish on the 

Redeemer Radio Fall Sharathon on Friday, September 23rd from  

2:00-3:00 pm for the St. Thérèse Little Flower Hour! 

 

While Redeemer Radio’s content is free to listeners it is not free to make. 

Gifts of all sizes make a difference. Please give today 

to support the mission of Redeemer Radio  

at redeemerradio.com/sharathon or scan the code!  

You can also call or text “GIVE” to (260) 436-9598. 

 

God is always sending us a message of love. 

Together, we can help more people hear it. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, September 17

5:30 pm Demy and Butch Torres

Sunday, September 18

9:00 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

11:30 am Mr. & Mrs. Chester Mackowiak

8:00 pm No intention at this time

Monday, September 19

8:30 am Patrick Gamble

Tuesday, September 20

8:30 am Rick McCoy

Wednesday, September 21

8:30 am Stanley, Stella, & James Glodek

Thursday, September 22

8:30 am Intentions of Theresa Long

Friday, September 23

8:30 am Deceased and Living Members of the Christ Child Society

Saturday, September 24

8:00 am Sue Allen

5:30 pm Mary Springer

Sunday, September 25

9:00 am Norma Miller

11:30 am Rita North

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8; 

Lk 16:1-13 or Lk 16:10-13

Monday Memorial of Saint Januarius, Bishop 

and Martyr

Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; 

Lk 8:16-18

Tuesday Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim 

Tae-gon, Priest, and Paul Chong Ha-sang, and 

Companions, Martyrs

Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 

44; Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday   Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle 

and Evangelist

Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13

Thursday Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 

& 17bc; Lk 9:7-9

Friday   Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, 

Priest

Eccl 3:1-11; Ps144:1b & 2abc, 3-4; Mk 10:45; 

LK9:18-22

Saturday  Eccl 11:9-12:8; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 

12-13,14 & 17; 2 Tm 1:10; Lk 9:43B-45

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 

1 Tm 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31

Pilgrims are invited to download a pilgrimage passport 

at diocesefwsb.org/eucharist and self “stamp” the passport each time you 

visit a site. When six sites have been visited, bring the passport to Divine 

Mercy Gifts in South Bend or to Good Shepherd Books & Gifts in Fort 

Wayne to receive a free gift!
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

As part of the Eucharistic Revival, there will be 

a Revive city-wide mission night on Monday, 

October 10, at Marian High School, led by 

Damascus Missionaries. It will be a night with 

praise and worship, an inspirational speaker, 

and Eucharistic Adoration. Renew your own 

faith and invite a friend to come with you to 

encounter our God who is living and 

active. We are all called to evangelize, and 

this is an easy way to do it. Please take one 

invitation card (business card size) from the 

back of church and give it to someone you 

know. For more information and to register, go 

to diocesefwsb.org/eucharist or 

email info.revival@diocesefwsb.org. 

Have you always wondered "Why do Catholics do that?" Are you longing to 

know more about who Jesus is? Do certain teachings of the Church 

frustrate you or not make sense to you? Or perhaps you are just new to the 

area and looking to belong to a Christian community, but not sure which 

one?

We'd love to hear from you! Reach out to us anytime with your questions 

(even the difficult ones), your hopes, or your curiosity about Christianity 

and Catholicism. We'd love to hear from you and to walk with you. Email 

Abby Kyle at abby@littlflowerchurch.org to get connected!

September 22 | 7:30 pm | Driscoll Auditorium at 

Holy Cross College

All are welcome to the Mind & Heart Lecture 

series at Holy Cross College at Notre Dame, 

Indiana, titled “The Role of Healing in 

Evangelization” by Dr. Mary Healy. She is a 

professor of Sacred Scripture at Sacred Heart 

Major Seminary.

The talk is free and open to the public.

Learn more at https://www.hcc-nd.edu/

holycrosslectureseries/

How does the Gospel on the Parable of the Sower, proclaimed at Saturday’s Mass, 

speak to our prayer and hope for healing?

PATH: “Those on the path are the ones who have heard, but the Devil comes and 

takes away the word from their hearts.” Might that be those of us who know that 

Jesus healed but don’t really believe in our hearts that our prayer for healing will 

make any difference?

ROCKY GROUND: “Those on rocky ground are the ones, who, when they hear, 

receive the word with joy, but they have no root; they believe only for a time.” 

Perhaps that might be those of us who are excited about healing stories, but when 

results don’t seem to come, they lose hope.

THORNS: “They are the ones who heard, but as they go along, they are choked by 

the anxieties of life, and they fail to produce mature fruit.” Might that be those of 

us who continue to pray for healing, go to healing conferences, have enthusiasm 

but then are plagued by doubts?

GOOD SOIL: “Those are the ones who, when they have heard the word, embrace it 

with a generous and good heart, and bear fruit through perseverance.” That might 

be those of us who see with the eyes of our heart and look only to God’s grace and 

pray unceasingly with boldness, confidence, and joy.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY 

THAT EXTENDS THE KINGDOM OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

The arrival of the family from Congo was delayed 

a week, but is now here. The response from 

volunteers to collect and transport furniture from 

the Catholic Charities storage unit to the house, 

setting up the house and making it a home, and 

stocking their pantry and fridge with food was 

awesome. Altogether, around 30 volunteers on 

different shifts. One parishioner purchased two 

twin beds so that the adult children would not 

have to sleep in the same bed. A few worked 

from beginning to end.

Being a sponsor parish will go far beyond the 

initial response. We will be called to welcome 

them as they adapt to a radically different 

culture and language, and accompany them on 

their journey. If you would like to discover ways 

you might contribute and have not yet 

volunteered, give your name and contact 

information to the parish office and we will get 

in touch with you.

Our Food Pantry has continued to operate through COVID and is 

beginning to get back to normal hours and procedures. We have had some 

dedicated volunteers that deserve a huge thank you for seeing us through: 

Karen and Tom Van Meter, Ray Leliaert, Mary Moen, and Leon Bendit. 

Without their willingness to continue volunteering, we wouldn't have 

been able to remain open! In August the panty served 87 families (268 

individuals) and gave out 2,376 pounds of food! The pantry could use 

some help in restocking the shelves. Our most needed items are: Cereal, 

Mac & Cheese, Tuna (5oz), Spaghetti Sauce (24oz), Soup, Canned 

Vegetables (14.5oz) - especially diced tomatoes and mixed veggies, 

Canned beans. Your generosity and support of the Food Pantry is 

greatly appreciated! 

The Christ Child Society of South Bend has 

already clothed over 1300 local children! They 

are in desperate need of gently used fall/winter 

children's clothing, shoes, boots or 

outerwear (given in addition to NEW clothing, 

coats and shoes), especially sizes 8-10. Please 

drop clothing in the Christ Child Society box at 

church or bring it to the Christ Child Clothing 

Center in Town & Country Shopping Center on 

any Tuesday or Wednesday morning (to the 

loading dock on the north side). Call 574 288 

6028 to arrange a pick up if needed.

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is now hiring! Current openings 

include Today's Catholic Publications Manager, Publications Specialist/

Communications Assistant, and Building Manager of Archbishop Noll 

Catholic Center. Find all diocesan, parish, and school employment 

opportunities at diocesefwsb.org/careers.
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OUR STAFF
Pastor ..................................................................Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Parochial Vicar ............................William Ikhianosimhe Orbih
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager .....................................Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization..........................................Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship .......Brenda McDonald

272-7070                            brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant.............................................. Jenny Peterson 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson

darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................................1:00-2:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor 
of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

Adult Collection $ 42,166.00

Loose Collection $    8,805.38

Total Collections $ 50,971.38 

(Under)/Over Budget $ ( 7,361.95)

Year to Date Under Budget $(19,759.22) 

Capital Campaign $ 833.00

Food Pantry $ 895.00 

Whatsoever You Do $ 8,383.23

Thank you for your sacrificial generosity!

Catholic Charities is seeking candidates for 

several full time positions, working from the 

South Bend office. To learn more about these 

positions and the required qualifications, please 

visit our website at www.ccfwsb.org/

careers<http://www.ccfwsb.org/careers>

• Office Manager

• Refugee Support Services Case Manager

• Mental Health Therapist/ School Counselor

• Mental Health Therapist 

The Basilica is seeking volunteers to immerse themselves in the history of 

the Catholic faith in Indiana. You’ll guide pilgrims and guests from all over 

the world to a deeper appreciation for the Basilica of the Sacred Heart. 

Weekday and Sunday hours are available. If you’re interested in 

volunteering, please contact Katie Pelster at kpelster@nd.edu or

574-631-7329. 
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