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Dearly beloved,

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of our patroness, St. 

Thérèse, the Little Flower of Jesus (October 1). We thank all 

who joined in praying the Novena leading up to this feast day. 

We also were blessed with the opportunity to spend time with 

our Eucharistic Lord in adoration. Thanks to all who visited 

whether for a short time or for a long period. Like our heavenly 

patroness, we too are friends of Jesus. And our friendship grows 

every time we spend time with him. Our Lord is always present 

in the tabernacle, waiting for us to come be with him. Let us 

make out time to do so.

The final words of a dying person seem to have a special 

significance for their loved ones. But more so, they are often 

indicative of what mattered the most to the dying person. On 

the night before he suffered, Our Lord told his disciples, “Do 

this in memory of me.” Since they were first pronounced, these 

eternal words have shaped the Church’s Eucharistic theology 

and celebration for centuries. In the Eucharist, we not only 

remember a historical event, which is eternally made present 

every time we celebrate; we also anticipate the eschaton, the 

end of time, when Christ returns in his glory. In his account of 

the Institution narrative St. Paul tells the Corinthians, “For as 

often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). It is through 

worthy participation in this one bread and one cup that we 

become integrated with Christ who seeks to be one with us just 

as he is one with the Father.

We have a record of St. Thérèse’s last words. They are 

expressive of the depth of love that characterized her life. As 

her end in this world drew near, the saintly sister Thérèse of 

Jesus mouthed these words, “My God, I love you.” She died 

exactly the way she lived, totally given to love of God. As a 

child, Thérèse was endowed with a courageous faith. She loved 

the Lord deeply, and served him by loving people. Although 

she could not go to the missions, she prayed and offered her 

sufferings for those on the missions. Like St. Paul, she 

embraced the sufferings that came to her as a way to unite her 

more closely to Christ, who himself suffered tremendously at 

the hands of his own creatures. St. Thérèse is known to have 

said, “without love, deeds, even the most brilliant, count as 

nothing.”

To love God is the telos for which we were created, and 

towards which we tend. This is sainthood! As we recite in the 

old catechism, “God made me to know him, to love him, to 

serve him, in this world, and to be happy with him forever in 

the next.” Therefore, everything we do in this world should 

lead us to that singular purpose for which we were created –

to become saints. As we celebrate our big sister today, each 

one of us can say with her, “God would never inspire me with 

desires which cannot be realized; so in spite of my littleness, I 

can hope to be a saint.”

Happy Feast Day of St. Thérèse, the Little Flower of Jesus!

Come to the Revive city-wide mission night on Monday, 

October 10, 7:00-9:00 pm at Marian High School, led by 

Damascus Missionaries. It will be a night with praise and 

worship, an inspirational speaker, and Eucharistic 

Adoration. Renew your own faith and invite a friend to 

come with you to encounter our God who is living and 

active.

We are all called to evangelize, and this is an easy way to 

do it. Please take one invitation card (business card size) 

from the pew of the church and give it to someone you 

know.

For more information and to register, 

go to diocesefwsb.org/eucharist or 

email info.revival@diocesefwsb.org. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, October 1

5:30 pm Richard & Patrick & James Reilly

Sunday, October 2

9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham

11:30 am John Heck

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Monday, October 3

8:30 am Deceased members of the Ken & Jane Mattle Family

Tuesday, October 4

8:30 am Intentions of Frank Kitkowski

Wednesday, October 5

8:30 am No intention at this time

Thursday, October 6

8:30 am Jason Meyer

Friday, October 7

8:30 am For the 50th Anniversary of John & Kathleen Ferrone

Saturday, October 8

8:00 am Intentions of Joseph Whittington

5:30 pm Dorothy Putz

Sunday, October 9

9:00 am Brian Meek

11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

8:00 pm Miracle for Katie Schwab

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; 

2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10

Monday Gal 1:6-12; PS 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 & 10c; 

Lk 10:25-37

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi

Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; 

Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Faustina 

Kowalska, Virgin

Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4

Thursday   Memorial of Saint Bruno, Priest

Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; 

Lk 11:5-13

Friday Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary

Gal 3:7-14; PS 111:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6; 

Lk 11:15-26

Saturday Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; 

Lk 11:27-28

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 

2 Tm 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19

A group meets in the chapel/quiet room of the church 

every Wednesday at 1:30 PM to pray the Rosary and a 

chaplet of Divine Mercy. This group started 20+ years 

ago to pray for our children and grandchildren, many 

of whom are away from the church. Everyone and all 

intentions are invited.

October 4th, 5:15 pm, Basilica of the Sacred Heart

Join us for this special Mass on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, patron of 

the environment, as we pray for and celebrate those individuals who work 

in pursuit of a just, sustainable future. Fr. John Jenkins, C.S.C., will preside. 

Fr. Terrence Ehrman, C.S.C., will serve as the homilist. Fr. Jenkins serves as 

the President of the University of Notre Dame and has led the University’s 

efforts to be a role model for sustainable citizenship rooted in Catholic 

mission. Fr. Ehrman investigates the relationship between theology and 

science, particularly the life sciences of ecology and evolution and 

contributes to the University’s strategic sustainability progress as a 

member of the Water Strategy Working Group.

Sponsored by Campus Ministry, the Center for Social Concerns, Notre Dame 

International, The Minor in Sustainability, ND Energy, the Environmental 

Change Initiative, and the Office of Sustainability.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

However, community is first of all a quality of the heart. It grows from the 

spiritual knowledge that we are alive not for ourselves but for one 

another. Community is the fruit of our capacity to make the interests of others 

more important than our own. The question, therefore, is not ‘How can we 

make community?’ but, ‘How can we develop and nurture giving hearts?’

- Henri Nouwen

Come develop and nurture a giving heart with us!

Monday, October 10th @ 7:00 pm - Rooted in Love 

(We will be attending Revive! together at Marian, see pg. 1 for details)

Wednesday, October 12th @ 6:30 pm - Jireh

Friday, October 21st @6:30 pm - House of Praise

Scan the code or visit bit.ly/3OYoCpc

to receive the monthly newsletter with locations 

and updates. 

Have questions about Households? 

Email Abby, abby@littleflowerchurch.org!

Dr. Mary Healy recently spoke at Holy Cross 

College on the topic, “The Role of Healing in 

Evangelization.” She began by saying, “We live 

in a world defined by sickness. The pandemic 

reminds us how fragile we are and that if there 

is any time for healing, it is now.” She spoke of 

a pandemic of fear, isolation, loneliness, 

depression, and a society that has turned away 

from God, “pushed God to the margins.” Self-

fulfillment is the highest value, Healy points 

out, leaving no room for self-gift, self-sacrifice. 

One might object, that doesn’t describe those 

who attend church regularly. Which raises the 

question, are regular church-goers as 

vulnerable to doubt or disbelief as “Nones” or 

unbelievers? And Healy points out that it’s not 

good news to tell people about Jesus but leave 

them in their sicknesses. “Without power, the 

Good News is not good news.” Today, God is 

challenging the Church to rediscover the gifts 

of healing, that “Jesus’ holiness is way more 

powerful than anybody’s uncleanness.” Next 

week: Part Two.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY 

THAT EXTENDS THE KINGDOM OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR The Christ Child Society of South Bend has already clothed over 1300 

local children! They are in desperate need of gently used fall/winter 

children's clothing, shoes, boots or outerwear (given in addition to NEW 

clothing, coats and shoes), especially sizes 8-10. Please drop clothing in 

the Christ Child Society box at church or bring it to the Christ Child 

Clothing Center in Town & Country Shopping Center on any Tuesday or 

Wednesday morning (to the loading dock on the north side). Call 574 288 

6028 to arrange a pick up if needed.

A woman was in a car accident and was assured 

by her lawyer that she would receive a check. 

Nothing yet. Her husband has been out of work 

for six months. They have five children, all pre-

adolescent. They were threatened with eviction. 

A man is disabled, just had hip replacement, and 

increasingly is using a c-pac machine. His SSI 

barely covers his rent. His power was to be 

disconnected soon. Another man became 

disabled last year, is in therapy but it is slow 

going. His fiancée works, but for low wages. They 

have a 15-year-old. They were homeless for 18 

months, living in a car. In an apartment now, they 

are struggling to pay their utility bills. A woman 

has been out of work for seven months and has 

had three surgeries. Her husband is on oxygen. 

They have high medical expenses. Struggling 

with rent. A woman is starting a new job as a 

homecare aide and is trying to get back to school 

to finish a nursing degree. Her car broke. Her 

electricity was about to be disconnected.

Thank you for alleviating the struggles of these 

folks. You are all blessings.

To Fr. Julius, Fr. William, Parish staff and all the Little Flower Parish 

Community,

Pat and I so appreciate the wonderful (& yummy) retirement reception for 

us on 9/25.

Our 13 years of parish life have been filled with so much kindness and 

faith sharing — so many grand memories! Now with the Covid crunch our 

parish has changed, not the least in Mass attendance. May each of us 

make an effort to invite family, friends, neighbors to return to regular 

attendance at Sunday Mass. “Keep Holy the Sabbath” is our ancient 3rd 

Commandment. Still true! Again, our heartfelt thanks to all. God is Good!

Deacon Greg and Pat Gehred
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OUR STAFF
Pastor ..................................................................Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Parochial Vicar ..................Rev. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager .....................................Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization..........................................Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship .......Brenda McDonald

272-7070                            brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant.............................................. Jenny Peterson 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson

darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................................1:00-2:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor 
of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

Catholic Charities is seeking candidates for 

several full time positions, working from the 

South Bend office. To learn more about these 

positions and the required qualifications, please 

visit our website at www.ccfwsb.org/

careers<http://www.ccfwsb.org/careers>

• Office Manager

• Refugee Support Services Case Manager

• Mental Health Therapist/ School Counselor

• Mental Health Therapist 

The Basilica is seeking volunteers to immerse themselves in the history of 

the Catholic faith in Indiana. You’ll guide pilgrims and guests from all over 

the world to a deeper appreciation for the Basilica of the Sacred Heart. 

Weekday and Sunday hours are available. If you’re interested in 

volunteering, please contact Katie Pelster at kpelster@nd.edu or

574-631-7329. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @stthereselittleflowersb, for daily 

posts and reflections, testimonies, and parish updates.

Visit the “Connect” page on our website to sign up for our parish email 

newsletter or to get the bulletin sent directly to your email.
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