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Dearly beloved,

Gratitude is the central theme in the readings for this weekend. 

Every year, we have the privilege of celebrating Thanksgiving 

Day. I would typically ask people what they were thankful for. I 

notice how difficult it could be for people to verbalize what 

they were grateful for. We take things for granted that we do 

not realize that everything is grace, and that we receive 

everything we have freely from the loving hands of God. For 

example, we get accustomed to good health that we do not 

realize to what extent people are willing to go to regain their 

health or stay healthy. Today, permit me to ask you, “What are 

you thankful for?” Do you consider that there is someone 

deserving of your gratitude or do you take favors done to you 

for granted? There is a saying among the Yoruba people of 

Nigeria, “Not to be grateful for favors received is to have stolen 

them.” Rendered differently, “The ungrateful person is worse 

than a thief.” It is appropriating what one had received as 

though one had a right to it.

Both Naaman and the Samaritan in our first and gospel 

readings, return after receiving their cure, to show gratitude. 

The Samaritan was made whole because he showed gratitude, 

rather than walk away like the other nine who were cured of 

their leprosy. Naaman overcame the shame of his initial 

reluctance to humble himself and do as the prophet Elisha had 

instructed. Although the prophet would not accept 

compensation for a healing freely given by God, we however 

have the example of gratitude demonstrated by the Syrian 

army general, Naaman. In his gratitude for being healed, he 

vows never to worship any other god except the God of Israel. 

How do we show gratitude to the Lord for the breath we 

breathe every second since we were conceived until now? This 

week, think of someone you are grateful for and reach out to 

them to let them know. Also, think of something you are 

grateful and give appropriate thanks.

We are grateful to all our parishioners for showing up weekly, 

and even daily, to Mass. Thank you for praying and sharing your 

faith with us. We wish to remind you to support this year’s 

Annual Bishop’s Appeal by sending in your donations to the 

parish office, or by giving securely online. Go to 

www.diocesefwsb.org/aba When directed to choose your 

organization, our parish is listed as “Little Flower South Bend.” 

Thank you for going to the mission by giving.

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you!

Come to the Revive city-wide mission night on 

Monday, October 10, 7:00-9:00 pm at Marian High 

School, led by Damascus Missionaries. It will be a 

night with praise and worship, an inspirational 

speaker, and Eucharistic Adoration. Renew your 

own faith and invite a friend to come with you to 

encounter our God who is living and active.

We are all called to evangelize, and this is an easy 

way to do it. Please take one invitation card 

(business card size) from the pew of the church 

and give it to someone you know.

For more information and to register, 

go to diocesefwsb.org/eucharist or 

email info.revival@diocesefwsb.org. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  

WORSHIPS TOGETHER Saturday, October 8 

 5:30 pm Dorothy Putz 

 

Sunday, October 9 

 9:00 am Brian Meek 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Miracle for Katie Schwab 

 

Monday, October 10 

 8:30 am Intentions of Mary Martin 

 

Tuesday, October 11 

     8:30 am Intentions of Julie Bussert 

 

Wednesday, October 12 

 8:30 am Fr. Jack White, SJ 

 

Thursday, October 13 

 8:30 am 10th Wedding Anniversary of  

  Hank and Megan Gettinger 

 

Friday, October 14 

 8:30 am Andrew Keber 

 

Saturday, October 15 

 8:00 am Intentions of Teresa Billow 

 5:30 pm Dorothy Putz 

 

Sunday, October 16 

 9:00 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 11:30 am John Heck 

 8:00 pm No intention at this time 

 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13; 

 Lk 17:11-19 

 

Monday   Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31-5:1; Ps 113:1b-

 2, 3-4, 5a & 6-7; Ps 95:8; Lk 11:29-32 

 

Tuesday    Memorial of Saint John XXIII, Pope 

 Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48;  

 Lk 11:37-41 

 

Wednesday  Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6;  

 Lk 11:42-46 

 

Thursday   Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4,  

 5-6; Lk 11:47-54 

 

Friday Memorial of Saint Callistus I, Pope and 

Martyr 

 Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13; Lk 12:1-7 

 

Saturday Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, 

Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

 Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 12:8-12 

 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 2;  

 Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8 

This is part two of Dr. Mary Healy’s talk at Holy Cross College on “The Role of Healing in Evangelization.” 

 

Healy spoke of the cleansing of a leper found in Mark 1:40-45. Healy points out. The leper knows Jesus can heal him, but 

doubts he wants to. “If you wish, you can make me clean.” Faith is taking a risk; it is believing that Jesus wants to heal. Are we 

willing to take that risk? How many of us really believe that God wants to heal me? Not just the collective us, but me. And 

many, probably most or all, of us feel unclean. Healy points out, “Jesus’ holiness is way more powerful than anybody’s 

uncleanness. When you experience a healing or witness it, it explodes your category of what God is like, gives you a new 

revelation of God.” 

 

The solution? To believe unequivocally that Jesus wants to heal and will heal, and to bring that Jesus to an unbelieving or 

doubting world, including perhaps some in our pews. Without that, strange as it sounds, we tie the Lord’s hands. 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

However, community is first of all a quality of the heart. It grows from the 

spiritual knowledge that we are alive not for ourselves but for one 

another. Community is the fruit of our capacity to make the interests of others 

more important than our own. The question, therefore, is not ‘How can we 

make community?’ but, ‘How can we develop and nurture giving hearts?’

- Henri Nouwen

Come develop and nurture a giving heart with us!

Monday, October 10th @ 7:00 pm - Rooted in Love 

(We will be attending Revive! together at Marian, see pg. 1 for details)

Wednesday, October 12th @ 6:30 pm - Jireh

Friday, October 21st @6:30 pm - House of Praise

Scan the code or visit bit.ly/3OYoCpc

to receive the monthly newsletter with locations 

and updates. 

Have questions about Households? 

Email Abby, abby@littleflowerchurch.org!

Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm

St. Therese Little Flower Parish Center, Rm 1

Would you like a mid-week dose of inspiration 

to keep your life oriented toward God? Are you 

looking for a community of fellow young 

adults (age 18-30s) that gathers regularly? 

Then come check out this Bible Study as we 

delve into the scripture readings for the 

upcoming Sunday Mass. No weekly 

commitment required. Bring a Bible if you 

have one.

Questions?

ablazemission.org/groups

Sean Allen – sallen@ablazemission.org
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY 

THAT EXTENDS THE KINGDOM 

OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 

SERVES THE POOR

The Christ Child Society of South Bend is in 

desperate need of gently used fall/winter 

children's clothing, shoes, boots or 

outerwear (given in addition to NEW clothing, 

coats and shoes), especially sizes 8-10. Please 

drop clothing in the Christ Child Society box at 

church or bring it to the Christ Child Clothing 

Center in Town & Country Shopping Center on 

any Tuesday or Wednesday morning (to the 

loading dock on the north side). Call 574 288 

6028 to arrange a pick up if needed.

Thank you to everyone who has already 

contributed to the Annual Bishop’s Appeal. We 

have received $20,000 towards our goal of 

$78,563.93. If you donate online 

at www.diocesefwsb.org/aba, please look for 

Little Flower, South Bend in the dropdown bar so 

the donation will be credited to our parish. You 

can drop your pledge/payment in the collection 

basket at Mass or mail/drop off at the parish 

office. Thank you for your support!

Bishop Rhoades has asked that a special 

collection be taken up in all parishes on the 

weekend of October 15-16 for the humanitarian, 

long-term recovery, and significant Church needs 

arising from the calamities of Hurricanes Ian and 

Fiona. 

The funds collected will become part of the 

USCCB Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund and will 

be used to support the relief efforts of Catholic 

Charities USA and Catholic Relief Services in the 

affected areas and to aid dioceses in those 

regions. 
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OUR STAFF
Pastor ..................................................................Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Parochial Vicar ..................Rev. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager .....................................Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Sacred Music & Liturgy……………Daniel Tucker

243-3440                            daniel@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization..........................................Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship .......Brenda McDonald

272-7070                          brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant.............................................. Jenny Peterson 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson

darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................................1:00-2:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor 
of the Week: 

(See their ad on the back cover)

Catholic Charities is seeking candidates for 

several full time positions, working from the 

South Bend office. To learn more about these 

positions and the required qualifications, please 

visit our website at www.ccfwsb.org/careers 

<http://www.ccfwsb.org/careers>

• Office Manager

• Refugee Support Services Case Manager

• Mental Health Therapist/ School Counselor

• Mental Health Therapist 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @stthereselittleflowersb, for daily 

posts and reflections, testimonies, and parish updates. Visit the “Connect” 

page on our website to sign up for our parish email newsletter or to get 

the bulletin sent directly to your email.
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