


St. Thérèse Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 2



St. Thérèse Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 3

Beloved parishioners,

This weekend the church celebrates the Solemnity of Jesus 

Christ the Universal King. This feast was inaugurated for the 

universal church by Pope Pius XI in 1925 with the encyclical 

letter, Quas Primas. Pope Pius attributed the evils of the time 

to the fact that men had cast Jesus and his holy laws out of 

their lives. These had no place in people’s private or political 

lives. This rejection of Jesus as Savior and the refusal to come 

under his reign will continue to make peace elusive. This feast 

was therefore to call all people to acknowledge Jesus’ 

supremacy as King over all of creation and to submit to his 

kingship. For the pope, this is the solution to the problems of 

the world.

The idea of a king, as we glean from our First reading, is the 

idea of a shepherd. Jesus is both shepherd and king. As a 

shepherd, he cares for the flock, defends them and leads them 

to greener pastures. As king, he rules over his people and 

defends them from foreign aggression and provides for their 

basic needs. Thus, Jesus is the model for all kings and leaders. 

He does not lord it over his subjects but lays down his life so 

that they might live. He endured the sufferings that came to 

him if only those he had come to save were spared those 

sufferings. Our celebration today therefore affords us the 

opportunity to once again reflect on the kingship of Jesus as 

distinguished from any earthly kingship. In order to enjoy true 

and lasting peace, we must become subjects of the kingship of 

Jesus.

This king of ours is one who is, and stays in solidarity with us. 

While on the cross, he does not declare his innocence or effect 

his own liberation but remains on the cross in solidarity with 

those who were suffering the same fate. This display of 

solidarity, this companionship with the two criminals on the 

cross as they suffered for their crime prompted one of them to 

want to be with Jesus wherever he was. This desire to be with 

Jesus helped him over come his fear of death. And Jesus, seeing 

that he was worthy of life grants him his desire. He said, 

“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

This criminal sees the kingship of Jesus, not the mockery that 

Pilate or the Roman soldiers made of him. And he desired to be 

in his kingdom. Do we recognize the supremacy of Jesus over 

our lives, whether private or public? Do we allow the laws of 

Jesus to guide our lives and our politics? If we seek true and 

lasting peace, we must allow ourselves be led and shepherded 

by Jesus our true king.

Next weekend we begin the season of Advent. It is a season of 

preparation for Christmas and also a time of expectation of the 

Lord’s coming at the end of time. May it be a season of spiritual 

renewal for all of us.

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you!

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT  
WORSHIPS TOGETHER 

Saturday, November 19 

 5:30 pm Willis, Walsh, Talley, & Brophy Families 

 

Sunday, November 20 

 9:00 am Florian Ostrowski  

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 8:00 pm Intentions for healing for Amara & Esteban S. Cruz, Sr. 

 

Monday, November 21 

 8:30 am Frank Magner 

 

Tuesday, November 22 

     8:30 am James & Linda Makowski & family 

  

Wednesday, November 23 

 8:30 am Deacon John Burke 

 

Thursday, November 24 

 8:30 am Intentions for healing for Esteban S. Cruz, Sr. 

 

Friday, November 25 

 8:30 am Living & deceased members of the Christ Child Society 

 

Saturday, November 26 

 8:00 am Sue Allen 

 5:30 pm John & Dolores Peck 

 

Sunday, November 27 

 9:00 am Rita North 

 11:30 am Donald & Deborah Nelson on their  

  51st Wedding Anniversary 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 

the Universe 

 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; Col 1:12-20; 

 Lk 23:35-43 

 

Monday Memorial of The Presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;  

 Lk 21:1-4 

 

Tuesday    Memorial of Saint Cecilia, Virgin and 

Martyr 

 Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; Lk 21:5-11 

 

Wednesday   Memorial of Saint Clement I, Pope 

and Martyr 

 Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9; Lk 21:12-19 

 

Thursday   Memorial of Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, 

Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 

 Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; Ps 19:1-3,9a; Ps 100:1b-2, 

 3, 4, 5; Lk 21:20-28 

 

Friday Memorial of Saint Catherine of 

Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr 

 Rv 20:1-4, 11-21:2; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a & 8a;  

 Lk 21:29-33 

 

Saturday   Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab;  

 Lk 21:34-36 

 

Sunday First Sunday of Advent 

 Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  

 Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 

A group meets in the chapel/quiet room of the 

church every Wednesday at 1:30 PM to pray the 

Rosary and a chaplet of Divine Mercy. This 

group started 20+ years ago to pray for our 

children and grandchildren, many of whom are 

away from the church. Everyone and all 

intentions are invited. 

If you are in a season of infertility, please join us for An Evening of Hope 

and Healing on Thursday, Dec. 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception, at the Sacred Heart Parish Center at Notre Dame. We will 

begin with Mass in the chapel at 7 p.m., followed by time to pray silently, 

to be prayed over by members of the prayer ministry team, or to speak 

with someone and be prayed over in private. The evening will end with 

fellowship and refreshments in the parish center dining room. This event 

is sponsored by Marriage & Family Ministry. For questions or more 

information, please contact Lisa Everett at leverett@diocesefwsb.org. 



Page 5 November 20th, 2022 † The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm

St. Therese Little Flower Parish Center, Rm 1

Come check out this Bible Study as we delve 

into the scripture readings for the upcoming 

Sunday Mass. No weekly commitment 

required. Bring a Bible if you have one.

Questions? ablazemission.org/groups

Sean Allen – sallen@ablazemission.org

The Knights of Columbus will once again 

conduct Into the Breach – this session is a 

men’s open discussion group. It is open to all 

men. Please come and join us for this 

event. The event will be held on Wednesday 

evenings beginning November 16th at 7:00PM 

in the parish center. We will not meet on 

November 23rd the day before 

Thanksgiving. This can and has been a major 

life changing event for many men. Consider 

joining us. For more information contact Ben 

Janczewski email – wyotechben@gmail.com 

We are excited to recognize the Schwab –

Walsh Family this month. We congratulate you 

on this recognition!

With that we are critically in need of members 

of our parish to help carry out the mission of 

this program. We need not only nominations, 

but we need members to work with the 

Knights in the selection of our Family of the 

Month from the nominations we 

receive. Please consider volunteering to help 

this committee. If interested please 

contact: Dan Boll via email at 

14kinny14@gmail.com or Ben Janczewski via 

email at – wyotechben@gmail.com. This is a 

very important program and we want to see if 

continue, but we need you to do so! 
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS  
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT SERVES THE POOR 

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is now 

hiring!  Find all diocesan, parish, and school 

employment opportunities at diocesefwsb.org/

careers. 
  

St. Therese Little Flower parish is seeking a full-

time Director of Music and Liturgy. The director 

facilitates the conscious, active, and fruitful 

participation of the worshipping community 

through music. This person provides music at 

liturgical celebrations through the year and 

helps foster an atmosphere of sincere encounter 

with the Lord as well as an appreciation for the 

sacred liturgy among parishioners and members 

of our parish community. This position oversees 

a variety of parish volunteer musicians and 

cantors, altar servers, ushers, greeters, lectors, 

and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. 

Must be proficient in piano and leading a choir, 

as well as familiar with teachings and liturgical 

practices of the Catholic Church. Bachelor's 

degree or equivalent in Music preferred. Position 

to start ideally in November - December of 

2022.  

 

For full job description and details visit:  

www.catholicjobs.com/job/11574154869 

Send applications or inquiries 

to: gail@littleflowerchurch.org. 

 

Please pass this along to any protentional 

candidates! 

Your Knights of Columbus Council recently 

received the award of Three Star Council! The 

award was presented to our Council at our 

recent meeting.  Members and parishioners can 

be exceptionally proud of your Council, this is 

the most distinguished award a Council can 

receive from our Supreme Council very few are 

awarded each year.  We salute all the members 

who worked tirelessly to carry out the mission of 

the Knights of Columbus – Serving our brothers 

and sisters in need!  

Dear Father Julius and Father William; and all our St. Thérèse Little Flower 

Parish Staff and Families: 

 

I will have to retire again; the celebration on September 25th was so 

wonderful!  Thank you all very much for your cards, prayers, gifts and well-

wishes upon my retirement from the Diaconate.  Pat and I are truly grateful 

for the many years of kindness and sharing in God's Parish of St. Thérèse. 

 

When we moved to South Bend in late 2009, we were assigned to Little 

Flower by Bishop D'arcy. Fr. Neil Ryan CSC was Pastor, and he welcomed us 

with utmost sensitivity and kindness. Our wonderful fellow Parishioners did 

the same; we were so blessed. 

 

In the last 12 years, the Parish has changed some; but always there has 

been exceptional appreciation and support from our pastors and whole St. 

Thérèse Family. I led our "Whatsoever You Do" outreach program for years 

along with organizing the Jail Ministry for our Diocese. Both new endeavors 

were gifts for me. Parish volunteers were a wonderful help in these 

ministries; Lights shining on the "hill" in our community. 

 

So, a huge shout of thanksgiving to each and all of you, too. 

With ever grateful hearts in the Hearts of Jesus & Mary,  

     Deacon Greg and Pat 

Join in the spirit of giving! Purchase a gift for a mother or child in need for 

this Christmas. Pick one (or more!) ornaments off the giving tree in the 

back of church. Purchase the requested gift & place the 

gift unwrapped with the ornament attached under the tree when you 

return. Please place gifts under the tree by December 18th. Help make it a 

special holiday season for the moms & kids at St. Margaret’s House!  

mailto:gail@littleflowerchurch.org
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OUR STAFF
Pastor ..................................................................Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Parochial Vicar ..................Rev. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager .....................................Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization..........................................Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship .......Brenda McDonald

272-7070                          brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant.............................................. Jenny Peterson 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson

darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................................1:00-2:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

We have several needs around the parish that may be met by your gifts and 

talents! Don’t see anything you are called to this week? Check back often 

as our needs are always changing.

Current needs:

Collection Counters— This ministry is part of the process of ensuring that 

the Parish stewards well the monetary contributions of all parishioners. We 

need people to count on Monday mornings in the office, supervised by Gail 

Waltman, our Business Manager.

Funeral Luncheon– This ministry provides comfort, nourishment, and 

accompaniment to families as they lay their loved ones to rest. We need 

both people who are willing to make and to drop off food for the 

luncheons and people to help at the luncheon itself. 

If you are interested and feel called to either of these ministries of service 

to our parish please contact the parish office: 574-272-7070. Thank you!

Are you a college student or young adult 

looking to deepen your own spiritual life 

through serving young people? Join the 2023 

Totus Tuus Summer Missionary Team. For more 

information, visit diocesefwsb.org/totus-tuus.
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