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Dear parishioners,

Last week we had the opportunity to celebrate Thanksgiving. 

Thanks Giving or Giving Thanks is one habit that distinguishes 

human beings as rational creatures. We are able to 

acknowledge favors received and assign appropriate praise. 

This, hopefully, is a habit that we are intentional about not 

only reserved for once a year but all through life. We owe our 

lives to our parents and ultimately to God, who is the source of 

life itself. We owe our formation and development to our 

families, teachers, friends, Church, and a number of other 

sources other than ourselves. Acknowledging these is the 

proper and human thing to do. Whenever we come to Mass to 

celebrate our Eucharist, we do just that. The Eucharist is in its 

very core an act of Thanksgiving. We give thanks to God who is 

the source of our being, and who keeps us in existence. This is 

the most fitting thing to do. And as we respond in the Preface, 

“it is right and just.”

This weekend the church begins a new Liturgical season, the 

season of Advent. Advent is the season of preparation for 

Christmas. Major feasts in the church are marked by a period of 

preparation. During Advent the church awaits the coming of 

her messiah. We await the birth of the messiah at Christmas 

and also his promised second coming at the end of time. We 

prepare for the birth of a new baby with great care. Parents 

take time to prepare for this new addition to their families. 

What would you do if you were expecting? What would you do 

to receive this new member of your family? Think how much 

we put into preparing for a baby. How would you prepare for 

the birth of the God of the Universe, the Savior of the world? 

My suggestion would be to make a spiritual preparation, go to 

confession and receive Holy Communion frequently, forgive 

hurts and ask forgiveness from those you have offended. Our 

Advent penance service would be on December 19 from 5:30 

pm until 8:30 pm. We will have some priests available to hear 

confessions. Please take out time during these hours to make a 

good confession.

As you are aware we have been searching for a new Music 

Director. We have made good progress in this search. We have 

identified a very qualified and accomplished musician who 

would help build up our music program and help improve the 

quality of our liturgy. He is also a person of faith, and a 

disciple. He will be a good fit for our parish culture of prayer. 

Our new Director of Music and Liturgy is Joseph Higginbotham. 

He comes to us highly recommended and with decades of 

experience from St. Bavo’s parish, Mishawaka. We welcome Joe 

and pray that his ministry with us at Little Flower will bring 

blessings to him and all of us. Joe will be working to build a 

choir for the various weekend Masses. Thank you for your 

prayers and patience with us through this process. I urge you to 

extend the same to Joe and give him your support.

With blessings from my heart,

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT 
WORSHIPS TOGETHER

Saturday, November 26

5:30 pm John & Dolores Peck

Sunday, November 27

9:00 am Rita North

11:30 am Donald & Deborah Nelson on their 

51st Wedding Anniversary

8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

Monday, November 28

8:30 am Richard Magner

Tuesday, November 29

8:30 am Robert & Gertrude O’Brien

Wednesday, November 30

8:30 am For all the Souls in Purgatory

Thursday, December 1

8:30 am Georgette Wurster

Friday, December 2

8:30 am Mary O’Hearn

Saturday, December 3

8:00 am No intention at this time

5:30 pm Fr. Jeff Largent

Sunday, December 4

9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham

11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower

8:00 pm Bill Perkins

First Sunday of Advent

Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 

Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44

Monday  Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 

8-9; Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 

17; Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday   Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle

Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 4:18-22

Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 & 8-9, 19-21, 

25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 

Mt 9:27-31

Saturday Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 

Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

Second Sunday of Advent

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 

Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

Thursday, December 8th, 7:00 pm, 

Sacred Heart Parish Center at Notre Dame

If you are in a season of infertility, please join us for An Evening of Hope 

and Healing on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. We will 

begin with Mass in the chapel followed by time to pray silently, to be 

prayed over by members of the prayer ministry team, or to speak with 

someone and be prayed over in private. The evening will end with 

fellowship and refreshments in the parish center dining room. This event 

is sponsored by Marriage & Family Ministry. For questions or more 

information, please contact Lisa Everett at leverett@diocesefwsb.org.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT BUILDS & SENDS DISCIPLES

As a cradle Catholic, all my life people have told me that God loves me. As 

a human, though, I thought that there were things that I could do to help 

earn God's love. Go to Mass and Adoration, pray more, sin less. So many 

retreats focus on how to be a better person, what I could do to be a better 

man, a better Catholic. It wasn't until College that it finally clicked for me, 

that God wants to love me, all the time, more than I could ever know. 

Letting myself be loved by God changed my perspective of, well, 

everything.

If that sounds like something you're looking for, come to the Belovedness 

retreat on Saturday, December 3rd.
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT EXTENDS 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT SERVES THE POOR

1st & 3rd Saturdays, 8:00 am, St. Anthony of 

Padua Parish

If you struggle with addiction to pornography or 

sexual struggles, you are invited to be made 

new. With groups meeting in Fort Wayne and 

South Bend, the St. Augustine Men’s Group 

invites men to have their lives transformed 

through connection with God. This happens 

with the willingness to change, to be honest, 

and to seek connection not only with God but 

with their fellow brothers. Meetings focus on 

the positive and what can be done to overcome 

daily struggles. Discover a new path to true 

freedom by visiting diocesefwsb.org/st-

augustines-mens-group or e-

mailing staugustinefwsb@gmail.com. 

Your Knights of Columbus Council recently 

received the award of Three Star Council! The 

award was presented to our Council at our 

recent meeting. Members and parishioners can 

be exceptionally proud of your Council, this is 

the most distinguished award a Council can 

receive from our Supreme Council very few are 

awarded each year. We salute all the members 

who worked tirelessly to carry out the mission of 

the Knights of Columbus – Serving our brothers 

and sisters in need! 

December 11th, 9:00 am - 12:30 pm, St. Patrick 

Parish Center, 308 S. Scott St

Games & prizes for kids

Adult Ticket $12.00

Child (under 12) $6.00

Family Ticket $30.00

Menu: Pancakes, Sausage, eggs, hash browns, 

& coffee

Tickets available at door or at Parish Office 

(331 S. Scott St)

December 4th from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm at the 

Hedwig Memorial Center Advanced Tickets only 

$18 each. Deadline for tickets November 28th. 

Tickets available after the St. Hedwig weekend 

Masses and at the parish office (331 S. Scott St)

We have several needs around the parish that may be met by your gifts and 

talents! Don’t see anything you are called to this week? Check back often 

as our needs are always changing.

Current needs:

Collection Counters— This ministry is part of the process of ensuring that 

the Parish stewards well the monetary contributions of all parishioners. We 

need people to count on Monday mornings in the office, supervised by Gail 

Waltman, our Business Manager.

Funeral Luncheon– This ministry provides comfort, nourishment, and 

accompaniment to families as they lay their loved ones to rest. We need 

both people who are willing to make and to drop off food for the 

luncheons and people to help at the luncheon itself. 

If you are interested and feel called to either of these ministries of service 

to our parish please contact the parish office: 574-272-7070. Thank you!



St. Thérèse Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 7 

OUR STAFF 
Pastor .................................................................. Rev. Julius Okojie 
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parochial Vicar .................. Rev. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih 
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org 

 

Parish Business Manager ..................................... Gail Waltman 

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Evangelization.......................................... Abby Kyle 

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Catechesis .............................................. Alexis Duffy 

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship ....... Brenda McDonald 

272-7070                          brenda@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Food Pantry Director .................................................. Janet Lentz 

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Director of Music & Liturgy ................ Joseph Higginbotham 

272-7070 joe@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger 

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Office Assistant ..............................................  Jenny Peterson  

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org 
 

Maintenance .......... Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson 

 darlene@littleflowerchurch.org 

Reconciliation Times 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday .............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ......................................................................... 8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday ............................................................................. 9:00-9:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Additional Sacraments 

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information. 

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday .....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed Wednesdays .................................................................................................. 1:00-2:00 pm 

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor 

of the Week:  

Are you a college student or young adult 

looking to deepen your own spiritual life 

through serving young people?  Join the 2023 

Totus Tuus Summer Missionary Team. For more 

information, visit diocesefwsb.org/totus-tuus. 

Now accepting applications for the 2023 Teaching Life and Human Dignity 

Symposium. The symposium at the McGrath Institute for Church Life is a 

five and a half-day gathering from June 25-30 at the University of Notre 

Dame for leaders in Catholic education and diocesan ministry. Participants 

can expect to develop a deeper understanding of human dignity in the 

Catholic intellectual tradition and its application in educational and 

pastoral contexts. In addition to intellectual formation, educators and 

pastoral leaders can expect to develop distinct professional skills: 

 

Educators will participate in workshops that develop the effective 

integration of life and human dignity issues across the subject areas and 

think about how to create a culture of human dignity in the classroom and 

school. Leaders in ministry will participate in workshops that develop and 

build the pastoral skills necessary for promoting the Gospel of Life in a 

complex world. 

 

The deadline for applications is December 20, 2022. Accepted applications 

will be notified by January 18, 2023. 
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