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Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones!

I welcome you all to our celebration. Thank you for choosing to worship with us, as we welcome the new born 

Messiah. Christmas is a joyful season. It is a time to be grateful that God loves us so much that he chose to enter into 
our human experience in order that he might be one like us and help us become like himself. God saw the 
deplorable state we are in as a result of the fall of our first parents and our own repeated falls due to our daily 

choices, and he came into our sphere of existence so that he might redeem us from the destiny that is ours, which is 
death (Romans 6:23). This is the reason for the joy and celebration that characterize Christmas. I am so excited that 
God does not leave me to clean up my mess before coming to my aid. He knows that left to my own resources, I am 

unable to lift myself from the mud into which I daily plunge myself. He also knows that my efforts are 
inconsequential, and cannot win my salvation. His love for me would not allow him to leave me to expend my 

energies, even though it would still end in futility. He comes to elevate my little efforts in such a way that they 
become weightier and more effective. This is the love we celebrate at Christmas. It is this: “God so loved the world 

that he gave his only begotten Son…” This gift is completely gratuitous. We have done nothing to deserve it. In fact, 
we have done enough to be denied it. We have done sufficient to earn God’s ire and rejection. This gift, who is God 
himself, extends a simple invitation to us: “Come!”

Our Lord Jesus, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas, is accustomed to the various experiences common to human 
beings. He was born of a virgin, who would have been ostracized and even put to death for conceiving outside of 
wedlock. He, the God of the Universe, could not afford a decent inn to welcome him into the word. Instead, he was 

born in the cold filth that was a habitat for animals. Without uttering a word, he incited the anger of the most 
dreaded ruler of his day and became a fugitive and a foreigner in Egypt. At age 12, he was abandoned by his parents 

in the temple but was still obedient to them. When he came of age, he suffered the loss of his custodian and 
guardian, Joseph; he wept at the death of his friend, Lazarus. He was betrayed by one of his closest allies, and denied 
by his right hand man. He was disowned by his own people who preferred a robber to him, the innocent one. He was 

subjected to the most degrading treatment by the creatures of his own hands, and died like a common criminal in 
the full glare of everyone. This same Jesus says, Come! He can identify with our own experiences. Have you lost a 

loved one? He did too. Have you been betrayed by loved ones? He was too. Have you been humiliated and stripped 
of your dignity? He is familiar with that as well. He knows whatever we are going through. And he says, Come!

My prayer is that this Christmas will be unique, not be like any other you have celebrated in your lifetime. May you 
find comfort knowing that God loves you more than you imagine. No matter how far you think or know you are from 
him, no matter how much you reject him, no matter how infrequently you think of him, may you hear his voice 
saying to you, Come! He wants you to come and find rest in him. This rest which we all seek can only be found in 

abundance in him who said, “Come unto me all you who labor and are overburdened and I will give you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28).
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"Caroline and I were so incredibly blessed to be given the opportunity to 

participate in the pilgrimage to France. I cannot say enough about what it did 

for us, both as individuals and as a couple, dealing with the constant 

challenges of active-duty service in the Marine Corps. It is very easy to lose 

faith or suffer both physically and spiritually, but the healing we have enjoyed, 

both during our trip to Lourdes and since returning, is something that I wish 

we could share with all...particularly those suffering."

A pilgrimage to France drops you into a world of unsurpassed beauty, 

exquisite tastes, and a deep reminder of the great faith of the 

saints. Whether it’s the moment you visit the Lourdes baths, the grandeur 

of French cathedrals, or a conversation over a bottle of Bordeaux, you’ll 

come to believe God has always been present, and is truly restoring all 

things. 

Register and find more info at www.versoministries.com/littleflower. 

The first 20 people to register receive $200 off registration!

Have you always wondered "Why do Catholics do that?" Are you longing to 

know more about who Jesus is? Do certain teachings of the Church 

frustrate you or not make sense to you? Or perhaps you are just new to the 

area and looking to belong to a Christian community, but not sure which 

one?

We'd love to hear from you! Reach out anytime with your questions (even 

the difficult ones), your hopes, or your curiosity about Christianity and 

Catholicism.
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Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

 4:30 pm Norma Miller 

 7:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 10:00 pm For the Poor souls in Purgatory 

 

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day 

 9:00 am Clem & Jane Tafelski, Barbara & Richard Tjarksen 

 

Monday, December 26 

 8:30 am John & Dolores Peck 

 

Tuesday, December 27 

     8:30 am Living & deceased members of the Christ Child Society 

 

Wednesday, December 28 

 8:30 am Intentions of Olivia McDonald 

 

Thursday, December 29 

 8:30 am Anniversary of Marriage 

 

Friday, December 30 

 8:30 am Gregory Calhoun  

 

Saturday, December 31– Vigil of The Octave Day of Christmas Solemnity 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

 8:00 am Esteban S. Cruz Sr.—for spiritual healing 

 5:30 pm Lisa Montgomery 

 

Sunday, January 1 

 9:00 am Matthew Vu Phong Pham 

 11:30 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

Sunday The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

 Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 

 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 

 1:18-25  

 Mass during the Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-

 3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14  

 Mass at Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; 

 Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 

 Mass during the Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 

 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5,  

 9-14  

 

Monday    Feast of St. Stephen, First Martyr 

 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3CD-4, 6 & 8AB, 

 16BC & 17; Mt 10:17-22 

 

Tuesday    Feast of St. John, Apostle and 

Evangelist 

 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a & 

 2-8;  

 

Wednesday Feast of Holy Innocents, 

Martyrs 

 1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8;  

 Mt 2:13-18 

 

Thursday   1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; 

 Lk 2:22-35 

 

Friday Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 

& Joseph 

 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-

 17; Ps 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

 

Saturday   1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 

1:1-18 

 

Sunday   Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

the Mother of God 

 Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 

 2:16-21   
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"The Households Ministry has been such a 

blessing in my life. It is one of the best Church 

missions I have ever done. It is so nice to be able 

to see where people live and be welcomed into 

their homes- I've always wished Church-folks 

would do that. I just really enjoy gathering with 

the people for food, fun and fellowship to get 

to know each other. But the most 

important fulfillment is to be able to tell others 

about how close God is to me these days. Being 

alone, there is no one here at home to share it 

with. I am a big believer in the Bible verse about 

where 2 or 3 are gathered, God is present.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Households are medium-sized, 

intergenerational, intentional communities of 

parishioners (and their families) which gather 

monthly in homes to eat, pray, and 'do life 

together'! Monthly gatherings are open to 

anyone: Catholics, non-Catholics, seekers, and 

those just curious about Jesus or seeking 

community. We would love to have you join 

us! 

 

January Household Gatherings: 

Wednesday, January 11th @ 6:30 pm  

Jireh Household 

 

Monday, January 16th @ 6:00 pm 

Rooted in Love Household 

 

Friday, January 27th @6:30 pm  

House of Praise Household 

 

Scan the code or  

visit bit.ly/3OYoCpc to receive  

the monthly newsletter with  

gathering locations and updates.  

 

Learn more at littleflowerchurch.org/

households. Have other questions about 

Households? Email Abby, 

abby@littleflowerchurch.org! 

Reflection on the impact of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

 

I absolutely love what I do. Working with children and young people has 

always been a love of mine. There’s just something about the experience of 

God that children have that leaves me awed… 
 

I always imagined what it would be like to be a mother. I had these grand 

ideas of all the things I would or wouldn’t do. (most of which I laugh and 

roll my eyes at now) Nothing prepared me for the pressure I would feel 

trying to raise a tiny little human to be a kind person who loves Jesus. 

When I took this position my oldest child, Monica, had just had her first 

birthday and the extent of our efforts to expose her to Jesus was bringing 

her to Mass, which usually resulted in a tantrum or a nap. I found myself 

praying for the latter. As she started to grow and talk and ask questions I 

wanted to guide her to the Church and to Christ in a way that mattered. I 

could make her memorize the prayers, I could tell her what our Church 

teaches but none of that mattered to her.  
 

I was thrilled to learn there is a Catechesis program based on the 

Montessori method. I love the freedom to choose and the commitment to 

educating the whole person. As my daughter turned 3 I was excited for her 

to start in the atrium and wondered how this would impact her. She’s in her 

third year now and I truly believe that she at 5 years old has stronger faith 

than I do.  
 

I saw recently how the atrium had impacted her. This year has been full of 

crazy in our home, our lives have never been busier. Our oldest started full 

day kindergarten, our youngest is hitting that dare devil almost two stage, 

our jobs are finally starting to get back to “normal” since the pandemic. I 

told myself that if I got the Christmas tree up that would be enough to 

check off in our home. I came downstairs one morning about 2 weeks ago 

to find that Monica had found our Advent Wreath, candles, and a purple 

cloth we had and set up for Advent. She told me that we needed to prepare 

for Jesus and we sang one of the songs from the atrium together.  
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd has been an 

amazing experience for our family. I love 

hearing my daughter tell me the stories from 

the atrium works that she’s worked with and 

hearing her tell me that she knows Jesus 

loves her. As a mom that’s really all I want. 

Church history and traditional prayers can 

come later. She has her whole life to learn 

that, but I imagine how much more 

meaningful those things will be when they 

come from the knowledge that she is known 

and loved always. 
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The Whatsoever You Do Outreach Program has existed for many years at 

St. Thérèse Little Flower Parish. Its purpose is to provide needed financial 

assistance to families in the community, primarily for utilities and rent.

In November, the program provided $6,936.28 in assistance to 28 families 

or individuals for 29 accounts. It has been an interesting and disturbing 

year. All government assistance programs that were formed during Covid 

have been terminated, but the needs for many haven’t changed. What is 

most concerning is the number of people facing eviction. What is 

encouraging is the level of generosity of Little Flower parishioners.

One woman was hospitalized with Covid, had bad side effects, and because 

of other conditions has applied for disability. It is slow in getting approved, 

but her eviction notice was not slow in coming. Another woman lost her 

job, was in a car crash, and was about to get evicted. Fortunately, she was 

able to get a new job, and our assistance provided a bridge for her to hold 

on to her apartment. A couple with three children was spared eviction with 

our help and that of another source. Eviction is particularly heartbreaking 

when children are involved.

Thank you for your generosity. You’ve provided people with a level of 

peace and hope.

Are you or someone you know in need of food? 

Our parish food pantry is open on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 1:30-3:15 pm, and on the 1st 

and 3rd Wednesdays from 6:30—8:00 pm. 

Please bring a photo ID and official piece of mail 

as proof of address. The Pantry is located 

at 54191 Ironwood Rd., South Bend, IN 46635 

(just north of SR 23 and south of Douglas road) 

and is accessible by using the lower parking lot. 

Thursday, January 19th, 7:00 pm, in the church

Do you need a break from the busyness and demands of daily life? Does 

your heart crave time for quiet and connection?

All women are invited to join us for our monthly Thrive Gathering. Each 

month we gather on the 3rd Thursday for a Scripture-based teaching, 

Eucharistic Adoration and the opportunity for Confession.

Take some intentional time to recharge so that you can thrive, not just 

survive!

"It's been a blessing working for the food pantry. 

I'm grateful for the opportunity to spend my time 

helping those in our community, spreading the 

light of Christ's love to our brothers and sisters in 

need. Also every encounter is an opportunity to 

connect with and talk to all different kinds people, 

in all different kinds of situations. If you're 

considering helping out, I would say just go for it! 

You won't regret it, and any bit of your time is 

appreciated." 

- Katherine B., Food Pantry Volunteer

Please call 574-243-3437. All calls are directed to voicemail. Listen to the 

recording carefully and follow all instructions.

*Please note, this is the only way to apply for financial assistance through 

our church. 
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OUR STAFF
Pastor ..................................................................Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Parochial Vicar ..................Rev. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager .....................................Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization..........................................Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship .......Brenda McDonald

272-7070                          brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Music & Liturgy ................Joseph Higginbotham

272-7070 joe@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant.............................................. Jenny Peterson 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson

darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................................1:00-2:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, St. Therese Little Flower, for Young Adults (18-39)

Would you like a mid-week dose of inspiration to keep your life oriented 

toward God? Are you looking for a community of fellow young adults that 

gathers regularly? Then come check out this Bible Study as we delve into 

the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday Mass. No weekly 

commitment required. Bring a Bible if you have one. Registration not 

needed, simply come!

Contact: Sean Allen, sallen@ablazemission.org
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http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570420
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570216
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570220
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570518

