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Holy Moments: Do you notice when Jesus shows up in your life?

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation 

to everyone for your generous gifts to me and Fr. William. May 

Jesus, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas, bless you and 

grant you a fruitful year.

This week at our staff meeting we each had the opportunity to 

reflect and share what our highs and lows were for the year 

2022. The prompt was to share how and when Jesus showed up 

in our year, whether we considered them high or low. It was 

interesting and soul searching for me as I listened to each 

member of staff share how Jesus walked with them in moments 

that would have otherwise been considered as indicative of the 

absence of God. It seems easy to see Jesus in good times, when 

things go the way we want them and when life is easy and 

sweet. But when pain and moments of sadness come we 

quickly assume that God had abandoned us. How quickly some 

of us give up the practice of our faith when we experience 

some tragedy or difficulty in our lives. How many of us stop 

walking with Jesus because we associate his presence only 

with the good times and not with the bad? Let us remember 

Job’s poignant question: “if we receive good things from the 

Lord, can we not accept evil? (Job 2:10). My intention is not to 

dwell on the presence or prevalence of evil in the world and 

why God allows them. I aim to invite you to recognize God’s 

presence even in the darkest moments of your life, because 

God is with us at all times, and even more so, when we think 

he is absent. At the end of the meeting, it became evident how 

many of our staff members found inspiration and hope to begin 

the year, seeing that God’s love is never lacking even when life 

is hard and difficult. There are always “holy moments,” if we 

pay attention.

One of such holy moments in my life was given to me over the 

Christmas holiday. My sister and nephew were visiting and it 

was so much joy having the little man, who is a year and four 

months old. My nephew enjoys listening to children’s rhymes, 

particularly “Cocomelon.” Whenever he would get antsy, we 

would placate him by playing that for him either on the phone 

or Television. On this day I was playing that for him on my 

newly acquired MacBook computer. I stepped aside for a 

moment to speak to his mom, and before I returned, he had 

caused a crack on the screen. He started to cry because he 

could no longer see the characters on the screen. I was a little 

upset because he had done damage to my priced computer. 

When I took this computer to the Geek store to fix it, they told 

me it would cost half the price of purchasing it to repair it. 

They also said I could sell it for a paltry sum as it is or trade it 

in for an insignificant sum. I also had the option of buying a 

new one. As I struggled with the pain of spending so much to 

fix a computer versus buying a new one, it dawned on me that 

this could be how God deals with us. God loves me, even more 

than I love my nephew. Like my nephew, I continue to do 

damage to God’s creation by my poor choices and many sins. 

God has the power to discard me, create a new person or fix 

me. As painful as it was to fix my computer, I imagined how 

much pain I cause God by my indiscretions and sins. Yet, he 

does not discard me and create a new individual. Instead, he 

does what no one else can, he comes himself to fix me, even 

when that means his death at the hands of his own creatures. 

This is how much God loves us.

To conclude, last week, I chanced upon a video on Facebook of 

a little boy singing at school. His video has since been picked 

up by some internet influencers who have made music of his 

rendition of Jermaine Edwards’ Beautiful day. I invite you to 

take a moment to reflect on the lyrics of the song provided 

below:

I don’t want to act too high and mighty

‘Cos tomorrow I may fall down on my face

Lord I thank you for sunshine

Thank you for rain

Thank you for joy

Thank you for pain

It’s a beautiful day
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“Gethsemane,” a play of ten scenes, written by parishioner Bill Odell, directed by Bill and Carolynn-Hine Edington. Many actors 

needed: young adults, middle-aged and older adults, children, grade school and teenagers.

The entire play takes place in the Garden of Gethsemane, but with scenes of flashbacks during Jesus ’ ministry. Scenes include 

the wedding at Cana, Peter’s reconciliation with Matthew, Jesus with children, woman at the well and the woman caught in 

adultery, Jesus healing the multitudes, raising a dead girl and healing a woman suffering from bleeding, Jesus teaching his 

disciples, with his close friends Lazarus, Mary, and Martha, and being arrested. The play will include two original songs.

Dates of performances: Palm Sunday weekend 2023: March 31 evening, April 1 evening, April 2 matinee.

Curious? Questions? Call Bill Odell, 574-273-1702 or email williameodell@gmail.com. Auditions will be announced soon.
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Saturday,  January 14 

 5:30 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Sunday, January 15 

 9:00 am Linda Konecny 

 11:30 am Margaret & Walter Moore 

 8:00 pm No intention at this time 

 

Monday, January 16 

 8:30 am No intention at this time 

 

Tuesday, January 17 

     8:30 am Madison Mogen, Ethan Chapin, Kaylee Goncalves  

  and Xana Kernodle 

 

Wednesday, January 18 

 8:30 am No intention at this time 

 

Thursday, January 19 

 8:30 am No intention at this time 

 

Friday, January 20 

 8:30 am Biblical proportion miracles for Katie Schwab through  

  the joint intercession of our Blessed Mother  

  and Blessed Basil Moreau 

 

Saturday,  January 21 

 8:00 am No intention at this time 

 5:30 pm No intention at this time 

 

Sunday, January 22 

 9:00 am The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 11:30 am Ramona Moore 

 8:00 pm No intention at this time 

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10;  

 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

 

Monday   Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4;  

 Mk 2:18-22 

 

Tuesday   Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbott 

 Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 & 10c;  

 Mk 2:23-28 

 

Wednesday   Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110: 1, 2, 3, 4; 

 Mk 3:1-6 

 

Thursday   Heb 7:25—8:6; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 

 17; Mk 3:7-12 

 

Friday Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8 & 10, 11-12, 13-14; 

 Mk 3:13-19 

 

Saturday  Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and 

Martyr 

 Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9;  

 Mk 3:20-21 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Is 8:23—9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 

 17: Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 
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A group meets in the chapel/quiet room of the church every Wednesday at 1:30 PM 

to pray the Rosary and a chaplet of Divine Mercy. This group started 20+ years ago 

to pray for our children and grandchildren, many of whom are away from the 

church. Everyone and all intentions are invited.

Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, St. Therese Little 

Flower, for Young Adults (18-39)

Would you like a mid-week dose of inspiration 

to keep your life oriented toward God? Are you 

looking for a community of fellow young 

adults that gathers regularly? Then come 

check out this Bible Study as we delve into the 

scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday 

Mass. No weekly commitment required. Bring a 

Bible if you have one. Registration not needed, 

simply come!

Contact: Sean Allen, sallen@ablazemission.org

Thursday, January 19th, 7:00 pm, in the church

Do you need a break from the busyness and demands of daily life? Does 

your heart crave time for quiet and connection?

All women are invited to join us for our monthly Thrive Gathering. Each 

month we gather on the 3rd Thursday for a Scripture-based teaching, 

Eucharistic Adoration and the opportunity for Confession.

Take some intentional time to recharge so that you can thrive, not just 

survive!
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Abortions are still happening in Indiana, and your 

help is needed on the frontlines. On Saturday, 

January 14th from 9:30am-2pm join South Bend's 

Sidewalk Advocates for Life Chapter for a 

comprehensive training in sidewalk ministry. 

Lunch provided. RSVP by emailing Melanie 

at undomiel325@gmail.com.

The Christ Child Society of South Bend is an all volunteer organization 

dedicated to challenging poverty, one child at a time, while making a 

positive impact on the lives of children of St. Joseph County since 1947. 

Children have found the dignity of new clothing, and the joy of learning 

to read. As part of our mission of Empowerment through Education, we 

offer four renewable scholarships per year for postsecondary education/

training for those currently or formerly assisted by CCS: two at $1,500 for 

parents/guardians, and two at $2,000 for parents/guardians OR 

graduating high school Seniors. Applications are available at the Christ 

Child Center at Town & Country Shopping Center, open Tuesdays & 

Wednesdays, OR on the website www.christchildsb.org, click on 

Scholarships. Applications are due by February 15, 2023.

Questions? Call 574-288-6028.

Holy Family Parish Usher’s Club is hosting Las Vegas Night on Saturday, 

February 4 from 6:00 - 11:00 pm.

Tickets are $8/person in advance (available at the rectory), $10 at the 

door (must be 21+ to enter) Complimentary food, beer, pop, and coffee 

will be provided. The grand prize is $1000. Tip Board, Black Jack, Big 6 

Wheel, TV Raffle, Beat the Shake and other Games

Every year, Christian communities and churches 

join together to pray for the visible unity of the 

Church, faithfully abiding by the will of Christ, 

who prayed “that all may be one” (John 17:21) 

during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

This year the scripture chosen for the theme 

comes from the prophet Isaiah, “Do good; seek 

justice” (Isaiah 1:17), which reminds us that we 

learn to do good when we seek justice. Isaiah 

challenged God’s people in his day to learn to do 

good together; to seek justice together, to rescue 

the oppressed together, to defend the orphan 

and plead for the widow together. How can 

we live our unity as Christians today? The call of 

Isaiah for goodness and justice among the 

Israelites speaks loudly to us today.

Join us as we pray with the prophet Isaiah.

Thursday, January 19, 2023

7:30 - 8:30 pm EST, online event

Register here: https://conta.cc/3ZmDQLn

Wednesday, January 18th from 11am-5pm in 

Rooms 2-3 of the Parish Center. For an 

appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org

Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Adult Collection $ 40,857.00

Loose Collection $ 7,523.82

Total Collections $ 48,511.82 

(Under)/Over Budget $ ( 9,871.51)

Year to Date Under Budget $(40,377.64) 

Capital Campaign $ 696.14

Food Pantry $ 925.00 

Whatsoever You Do $   4,829.64

Thank you for your sacrificial generosity!
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OUR STAFF
Pastor ..................................................................Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Parochial Vicar ..................Rev. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager .....................................Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization..........................................Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship .......Brenda McDonald

272-7070                          brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Music & Liturgy ................Joseph Higginbotham

272-7070 joe@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant.............................................. Jenny Peterson 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson

darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................................1:00-2:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

Saturday, January 28, 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Dinner includes: 

16 oz. Bowl of Goulash & (1) Langalo

Place: Our Lady of Hungary School Gym

735 W. Calvert

South Bend, IN 46613

Cost: $12.00 Goulash and Langalo

$ 8.00 Goulash only

$ 4.00 Langalo only

Tickets at the door

Carry out available!
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http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570220
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570518
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570420
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570216

