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THE EUCHARIST IS THE GIFT PAR EXCELLENCE

My beloved parishioners,

The greatest gift our Lord Jesus Christ left us is the gift of himself in the Holy Eucharist. This gift is unlike any other, and cannot 

be compared to anything we know or imagine. It is evidence of the depth of his love for humanity. Whenever we celebrate the 

Eucharist, we not only call to mind this once and for all, unique and supreme self donation for the salvation of the world, we 

make present again and again the saving events of Christ’s passion, death and resurrection, whose effects are timeless. This is 

because the sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice. Saint John Chrysostom put it well: “We 

always offer the same Lamb, not one today and another tomorrow, but always the same one. For this reason the sacrifice is 

always only one... Even now we offer that victim who was once offered and who will never be consumed”. In his encyclical, 

which we began reflecting on last weekend, Pope John Paul II writes:

The Eucharist is indelibly marked by the event of the Lord's passion and death, of which it is not only a reminder but the sacramental 

re-presentation. It is the sacrifice of the Cross perpetuated down the ages. This truth is well expressed by the words with which the 

assembly in the Latin rite responds to the priest's proclamation of the “Mystery of Faith”: “We announce your death, O Lord”.

The Church has received the Eucharist from Christ her Lord not as one gift – however precious – among so many others, but as the gift 

par excellence, for it is the gift of himself, of his person in his sacred humanity, as well as the gift of his saving work. Nor does it remain 

confined to the past, since “all that Christ is – all that he did and suffered for all men – participates in the divine eternity, and so 

transcends all times”.

When the Church celebrates the Eucharist, the memorial of her Lord's death and resurrection, this central event of salvation becomes 

really present and “the work of our redemption is carried out”. This sacrifice is so decisive for the salvation of the human race that Jesus 

Christ offered it and returned to the Father only after he had left us a means of sharing in it as if we had been present there. Each 

member of the faithful can thus take part in it and inexhaustibly gain its fruits. This is the faith from which generations of Christians 

down the ages have lived. The Church's Magisterium has constantly reaffirmed this faith with joyful gratitude for its inestimable gift.

(Ecclesia de Eucharistia, no. 11)

Suggestions:

• Commit to a weekly Holy Hour before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament

• Spend some time after Mass in thanksgiving to our Eucharistic Lord whom you have received into your soul.

May Jesus bless you, and may Our Lady protect you!



St. Thérèse Little Flower Catholic Church † 54191 N. Ironwood Rd., South Bend, Indiana 46635 Page 3

Want to know more about the play? Thinking about being in it? Come to 

one of the following auditions, all in the Parish Center: (1) Saturday, 

February 4, 10a.m., Upper Room; (2) Sunday, February 5, 12:30p.m., Rooms 

2/3; (3) Monday, February 6, 7:00p.m., Room 5 upstairs.

The play contains two original songs, a big dance scene, Jesus being 

questioned by children, Jesus teaching and healing, nine devils, and a 

dramatic ending.

Dates of performances: Palm Sunday weekend 2023: March 31 evening, 

April 1 evening, April 2 matinee. For more information, call Bill Odell, 574-

273-1702 or email, williameodell@gmail.com.

Saturday & Sunday, January 28 & 29 | After Saturday vigil Mass and each 

Sunday Mass

Are you currently an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion or Greeter/

Usher? Are you interested in joining one of these ministries? Join us 

following Mass for information and training. Meet us near the marble 

statue of St. Thérèse at the conclusion of the recessional hymn.

If you are interested in any of our Liturgical Ministries and haven't yet 

received training - please reach out to the office.
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Saturday,  January 28 

 5:30 pm Kathy Buszkiewicz 

 

Sunday, January 29 

 9:00 am Intentions of David Shock 

 11:30 am Monica Gerbasich 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

 

Monday, January 30 

 8:30 am Linda Konecny 

 

Tuesday, January 31 

     8:30 am Joseph Zorc 

 

Wednesday, February 1 

 8:30 am Dr. William A. Tito 

 

Thursday, February 2 

 8:30 am Priests of our Diocese 

 

Friday, February 3 

 8:30 am Canonization of Mother Mary Lange 

 

Saturday,  February 4 

 8:00 am Intentions of the Griffin Family 

 5:30 pm Vicki Schwab & Brian Garland 

 

Sunday, February 5 

 9:00 am Barbara Tjarksen 

 11:30 am Benedict Janczewski 

 8:00 pm The Parish Family of St. Thérèse, Little Flower 

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10;  

 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a 

 

Monday   Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24; 

 Mk 5:1-20 

 

Tuesday    Memorial of Saint John Bosco, Priest 

 Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-27, 28 & 30, 31-32; 

 Mk 5:21-43 

 

Wednesday   Heb 12:4-7, 11-15;  

 Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6 

 

Thursday   Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

 Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18;  

 Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22-32 

 

Friday Memorial of St Blaise, Bishop 

 Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc;  

 Mk 6:14-29 

 

Saturday   Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-3a,  

 3b-4, 5, 6; Mk 6:30-34 

 

Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; 

 Mt 5:13-16 
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Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, St. Therese Little 

Flower, for Young Adults (18-39)

Would you like a mid-week dose of inspiration 

to keep your life oriented toward God? Are you 

looking for a community of fellow young 

adults that gathers regularly? Then come 

check out this Bible Study as we delve into the 

scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday 

Mass. No weekly commitment required. Bring a 

Bible if you have one. Registration not needed, 

simply come!

Contact: Sean Allen, sallen@ablazemission.org
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1st & 3rd Saturdays, 8:00 am, St. Anthony of Padua Parish

If you struggle with addiction to pornography or sexual struggles, you are 

invited to be made new. With groups meeting in Fort Wayne and South 

Bend, the St. Augustine Men’s Group invites men to have their lives 

transformed through connection with God. This happens with the 

willingness to change, to be honest, and to seek connection not only with 

God but with their fellow brothers. Meetings focus on the positive and 

what can be done to overcome daily struggles. Discover a new path to 

true freedom by visiting diocesefwsb.org/st-augustines-mens-group or e-

mailing staugustinefwsb@gmail.com. 

The Christ Child Society of South Bend is an all 

volunteer organization dedicated to challenging 

poverty, one child at a time, while making a 

positive impact on the lives of children of St. 

Joseph County since 1947. Children have found 

the dignity of new clothing, and the joy of 

learning to read. As part of our mission of 

Empowerment through Education, we offer four 

renewable scholarships per year for 

postsecondary education/training for those 

currently or formerly assisted by CCS: two at 

$1,500 for parents/guardians, and two at $2,000 

for parents/guardians OR graduating high school 

Seniors. Applications are available at the Christ 

Child Center at Town & Country Shopping 

Center, open Tuesdays & Wednesdays, OR on the 

website www.christchildsb.org, click on 

Scholarships. Applications are due by February 

15, 2023.

Questions? Call 574-288-6028.

Holy Family Parish Usher’s Club is hosting Las 

Vegas Night on Saturday, February 4 from 6:00 -

11:00 pm.

Tickets are $8/person in advance (available at 

the rectory), $10 at the door (must be 21+ to 

enter) Complimentary food, beer, pop, and coffee 

will be provided. The grand prize is $1000. Tip 

Board, Black Jack, Big 6 Wheel, TV Raffle, Beat 

the Shake and other Games
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OUR STAFF
Pastor ..................................................................Rev. Julius Okojie
217-8848 fatherjulius@littleflowerchurch.org

Parochial Vicar ..................Rev. William Ikhianosimhe Orbih
272-7070 fatherwilliam@littleflowerchurch.org

Parish Business Manager .....................................Gail Waltman

243-3443 gail@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Evangelization..........................................Abby Kyle

243-3441 abby@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Catechesis ..............................................Alexis Duffy

243-3439 alexis@littleflowerchurch.org

Pastoral Associate For Discipleship .......Brenda McDonald

272-7070                          brenda@littleflowerchurch.org

Food Pantry Director ..................................................Janet Lentz

243-3438 janet@littleflowerchurch.org

Director of Music & Liturgy ................Joseph Higginbotham

272-7070 joe@littleflowerchurch.org

Communications Coordinator……………….Megan Gettinger

272-7070                           megan@littleflowerchurch.org

Office Assistant.............................................. Jenny Peterson 

272-7070 jenny@littleflowerchurch.org

Maintenance ..........Darlene Pruett-Taylor and Roy Lawson

darlene@littleflowerchurch.org

Reconciliation Times

Monday, Wednesday & Friday ..............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday .........................................................................8:30 to 9:30 am, and 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday .............................................................................9:00-9:30 am

Saturday ........................................................................................................................8:30-9:30 am

Additional Sacraments

Baptism & Anointing of the Sick—Contact the office for more information.

Marriage—Please contact the office at least 6 months in advance.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday.....................................................................................................9:00 am-4:00 pm

Closed Wednesdays ..................................................................................................1:00-2:00 pm

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor of the Week: 

Sunday, February 19 | 3:00-5:00 pm | Queen of Peace Gym

Featuring Jeannie Ewing,

National speaker and author of eight books

She will speak about loving Mary as our Mother

RSVP: Parish Office 574.255.9674 or email parishoffice@queenofpeace.cc

For further information contact Patti Grenert

574.254.0958 or 574.286.1158 (cell)

There is no charge to attend

Water and snacks will be available

All men and women are welcome
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http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570220
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570518
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570420
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11570216

