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QUISPAMSIS —(photo above) Father
Owen Burns, pastor of St. Mark’s in
Quispamsis venerates the Blessed
Sacrament at the beginning of 40 hours
of adoration at St. Mark’s. The 40 hours
began Thursday, June 11 at 7:00 pm
and continued until Saturday at noon,
ending with Benediction. Story page 6.
(Natasha Mazerolle photo)

FREDERICTON — (Photo right)
Approximately 1,000 people gathered
in Fredericton in solidarity with Black
Lives Matter on June 2. Story page 4.
(Sarah Kierstead photo/NB Media)

EDMONTON — Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples in
Edmonton has a teepee tabernacle, created by Metis artist
Veronica Kennedy. The teepee shape as a tangible link
between First Nations and the Church. The parish is creating
an atmosphere  trust and respect between First Nations and
the Church “above and beyond” in an effort to heal the
relationship between the Church and Canada’s First Peoples.
Story page 3. (Thandiwe Konguavi, Grandin Media photo)
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New FreemanThe
Feds ask court again for more time
to change MAiD system
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — The federal government is
now conceding that it can’t change the rules
surrounding who can ask a doctor to help
them kill themselves before a court-imposed
deadline of July 11, and is now asking a Que-
bec court to give them until December 18 to
make it easier for Canadians to access a state-
sanctioned suicide.

The federal government is blaming the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on
how Parliament functions these days on why
Ottawa is now asking Quebec Superior Court
for a second time to extend the deadline to
bring Canadian law into line with a 2019 Que-
bec court ruling that struck down a key as-
pect of the federal law that originally set up
the medical-assistance in dying (MAiD) sys-
tem in 2016.

In a joint statement released by federal Jus-
tice Minister David Lametti and federal Health
Minister Patty Hajdu on June 11, the federal
ministers said a motion to seek the court ex-
tension has been filed with the Quebec court.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has led to unprec-
edented challenges, including the disruption
of the current Parliamentary session,” the
statement from the ministers said. “A five-
month extension of the ruling’s suspension
period is needed to provide sufficient time for
Parliament to properly consider and enact this
proposed legislation, which is of importance
to many Canadians and families across the
country.”

The proposed changes in Bill C-7 to the ex-
isting regulations surrounding MAiD — which
was itself a reaction to a previous Supreme
Court of Canada ruling — follows in the wake
of what is known as the Truchon decision in
2019 that ruled the restriction that a person’s
death must already be reasonably foreseeable
to qualify for a medically-assisted death was
unconstitutional because it was too restric-
tive.

Both the federal and Quebec governments
decided not to appeal that ruling and the fed-
eral government said it would change Cana-
dian law to respect the Quebec court deci-
sion. The decision by the federal government
not to appeal the Quebec court ruling has been
denounced by euthanasia opponents, includ-
ing the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (CCCB).

The federal government’s proposed Bill C-

7 went through First Reading in the House of
Commons on February 24. However, the fed-
eral govern-
ment asked for
and was
granted a four-
month exten-
sion of the
timeline to com-
ply with the
Quebec court
ruling soon af-
ter that.

Quebec Su-
perior Court
J u s t i c e
C h r i s t i n e
B a u d o u i n
agreed to the
extension re-
quest on March 2, giving the federal govern-
ment until July 11 to make changes to the
national MAiD system. But that was before
the COVID-19 pandemic shuttered the House
of Commons for five weeks starting in March
and Parliament has been functioning on a lim-
ited basis since then.

The federal government’s proposed changes
to MAiD put forward in Bill C-7 would set up
a two-tier system for those whose death is
reasonably foreseeable and those whose death
is not. It would also allow a waiver of final
consent for those whose death is reasonably
foreseeable but “who may who may lose ca-
pacity to consent before MAiD can be pro-
vided.” And it specifically states that it ex-
cludes “eligibility for individuals suffering
solely from mental illness.”

The federal government conducted an
online survey open to all Canadians to express
their views on changes to MAiD in January
and has said the proposed changes enjoyed
overwhelming support through that the proc-
ess. Public opinion polls have also consist-
ently shown that a large majority of Canadi-
ans support the MAiD system, but critics of
euthanasia such as the CCCB dismiss the gov-
ernment’s online survey as being biased and
argue that issues of life and death should not
be determined by public opinion polls.

“It is very troubling that the introduction of
Bill C-7 was justified on the basis of a highly
questionable, biased and rushed online sur-
vey, which took place over just two weeks,”
a statement from the CCCB released back on

(continued on page 3)

David Lametti
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Summer publication schedule:
The New Freewman will soon begin its

summer publication schedule.
Double issue will be printed as follows:
June 26/July 3 August 7/14
July 10/17 August 21/28
July 24/31
Regular weekly issues resume September 4.

(continued from page 2)
February 26 said, adding that “the questions in this survey were framed in a manner which
presupposed agreement with euthanasia and assisted suicide, including its broadening, with-
out giving Canadians who are opposed an equal voice.”

“The Catholic Bishops of Canada with Catholic faithful as well as innumerable other Cana-
dians — religious or otherwise — remain opposed to euthanasia and assisted suicide in any
form because of their interest in protecting and promoting human life, because it is always
wrong to take the life of an innocent person, and because medical science and compassionate
care have provided effective ways of easing pain and suffering without having to resort to
direct killing,” the CCCB statement said.

In an interview with the Canadian Catholic News on June 1, Alberta Conservative MP Dane
Lloyd urged the federal government to seek an extension of the deadline to make changes to
MAiD. He said any changes must be thoroughly debated because the COVID-19 pandemic
has exposed issues related to how Canadian society looks after the elderly and that may play
a significant role in why some Canadians seek to use the MAiD system

“We need to know why some people think their only option is an assisted suicide,” he said
in a phone interview with the Canadian Catholic News.

Rachel Rappaport, Mr. Lametti’s press secretary, said if the court extension is granted, that
will give Parliament
the time needed to
debate the issues sur-
rounding the pro-
posed changes.

“It will provide
sufficient time for
Parliament to properly
consider and enact
this important legisla-
tion,” she said.§

Asking court again for more time

In her own words: new correspondent
for Saint John Region of the diocese

The New Freeman is pleased to introduce
to the Diocese of Saint John the new corre-
spondent for the Saint John Region of the
diocese. Natasha Mazerolle can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com or through the of-
fice. Here she expresses, in her own words,
her thoughts on her new position.

SUMMERVILLE — I am so delighted to
be the Saint John Correspondent for The New
Freeman. Writing has long been an outlet for
me to share my thoughts, and help me proc-
ess what Jesus is doing in my life.  Being able
to share how the Lord is moving in our dio-
cese is a welcomed joy for me, and I am so
grateful for this opportunity.

I am a parishioner of St. Bridget’s Church
(Blessed Trinity Parish) on the Kingston Pe-
ninsula, where my husband and I live and raise
our family of eight children.

My life as a homeschooling mother of many
teaches me daily that Jesus is essential to every
moment: the answer to all of life’s needs, and
the surest way to true happiness.

The stories I have been able to write so far
are all events that demonstrate this to me, and

I am so encouraged by the many beautiful
things going on in our diocese — especially
the recent reopening of parishes and the many
devotions and ministries that help us live our
faith in these times of pandemic. I believe there
are many graces that will come from these
days that we are living, and I look forward to
living and writing about these in the weeks to
come.

“Great is his faithfulness; his mercies are
new every morning.” (Lamentations 3:23).

Natasha Mazerolle (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

Rebuilding relationship
between Catholic Church
and Canada’s First Peoples
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Trust and respect. It is easy
to say, not always easy to follow through on
when it comes to the historic relationship be-
tween the Catholic Church in Canada and
Canada’s Indigenous communities.

But a Catholic church that has been oper-
ating for years in Edmonton, Alberta, is cre-
ating that trust and respect and as one parish-
ioner says is “going above and beyond” in an
effort to heal the relationship between the
Church and Canada’s First Peoples.

“It is a matter of reaching a respectful rela-
tionship,” said Father Susai Jesu of the Sa-
cred Heart First Peoples Church.

“We are all one family and we need to show
respect for everybody,” said Fr. Susai, who
is originally from India but who has immersed
himself in the history of the Catholic Church
in Canada and its relationship with Canada’s
Indigenous communities since first coming
to this country after being invited by the Mis-
sionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

And it also helps that in a sign of respect,
Fr. Susai has learned to speak Cree since he
first arrived in Canada.

“To be honest, I did not think I must go to
Canada,” he said, “But when I was invited to
come to Canada I studied and learned and I
very much wanted to work with the First
Nations and through God’s providence and
God’s grace I have found my place.”

The special focus of the Sacred Heart
(continued on page 11)

EDMONTON — Father Susai Jesu, pastor
of Sacred Heart First Peoples Church in
Edmonton. (OMI Lacombe Canada photo)
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School boards look to erase Vanier name
By MICKEY CONLON
The Catholic Register

They’re schools educating young minds in
different regions of Ontario, from the gritty
working class streets of Scarborough to the
picturesque shores of Georgian Bay in
Collingwood.

They are all connected by one thing though:
They share the name and legacy of Jean Vanier,
the Swiss-born Canadian philosopher and
founder of the international L’Arche move-
ment.

But that is going to change. School boards
and others that associated with Mr. Vanier
have stepped back after the revelations in Feb-
ruary in a L’Arche report that its founder had
engaged in manipulative sexual relations with
six women over a 35-year period.

The revelations were shocking, particularly
for a man so revered — “People thought of
him as a living saint,” said Joseph Sinasac,
publishing director at Novalis Publishing —
but quickly led to calls to remove his name
from schools named in his honour.

The York Region, Toronto, Simcoe-
Muskoka and Dufferin-Peel Catholic boards
serving students in the Archdiocese of To-
ronto have all debated the merits and decided
they must make the name change. Most are
in the process of coming up with a new name,
with the York board the first to re-name its
Richmond Hill school. It will be known as
Our Lady Queen of the World Catholic Acad-
emy.

“The York Catholic District School board
remains steadfast in its belief that sexual as-
sault and sexual exploitation are unacceptable
behaviours that will not be tolerated,” said
Maria Marchese, chair of the board of trus-
tees, in explaining the board’s reasoning. “We
also recognize that the outstanding reputation
of this school is not because of its name, but
is due to the professional, caring and faith-
filled staff, as well as the outstanding students
and alumni and their supportive families. This
new name honours the school community and
is a joyful expression of their faith.”

The new name refers to the parish closest
to the school.

The process is well underway in school
boards across Ontario and beyond. In To-
ronto, community consultations have taken
place to discuss the name change since the
shocking news was revealed with students,
staff, the principal and the local parish priest
consulted. The name should be changed by
the time school returns, said Shazia Vlahos,

manager of community services and govern-
ment relations, though the policy for chang-
ing a school name must be followed. A June
4 meeting had brought forward more than 20
potential new names,

“Our principal, the superintendent and the
trustee have all been very careful in making
sure all the voices are heard,” said Ms. Vlahos.
“Once the archdiocese has the chance to vet
all the names it’s kind of able to go from there.”

In Collingwood, within the Simcoe-
Muskoka Catholic District School Board, the
process is a little further along but the deci-
sion to change the school’s name has run into
some blowback from the community. A June
3 meeting has taken the naming decision out
of trustees’ hands after the naming commit-
tee’s choice of a new name — Our Lady of
the Bay Catholic High School, which was sup-
ported in a vote taken by students and par-
ents — was rejected. Eventually it was de-
cided the naming committee, in conjunction
with director of education Brian Beal, would
choose a new name and trustees would not
get a vote.

In Dufferin-Peel, there is no school with
the Vanier name, but the Jean Vanier Advan-
tage program, an alternative path to gaining
diplomas for students aged 18-21, will have a

Boards plan to rebrand schools named
after Jean Vanier. (Mickey Conlon photo)

new name, said Bruce Campbell, general
manager of communications and community
relations with the board.

Other organizations are also reconsidering
their association with Mr. Vanier. Novalis
hasn’t come to a final decision on what it will
do with the Vanier books it sells in its cata-
logue, though it currently isn’t selling any af-
ter pulling all titles in the wake of revelations
in February, said Sinasac.

The Jean Vanier Research Centre at the Uni-
versity of King’s College at Western Univer-
sity in London, ON, is also considering its
options.§

Racism: ‘it exists everywhere you go’
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Racism isn’t just a sin out there in the
world, nor just a problem on American po-
lice forces, said Father Obinna Ifeanyi

“There is no doubt that racism still exists.
It exists in the Church. It exists in schools
— I work for the Catholic school board. It
exists everywhere you go,” said the Spiritan
priest from Nigeria, who serves as chaplain
at the Toronto Catholic District School Board.

It concerns Fr. Ifeanyi that African mis-
sionaries in many Canadian parishes are not
always received as a gift of the one, univer-
sal Church.

“They are not received the way we received
the missionaries when they came (to Africa),”
he said. “Growing up, we had tons of mis-
sionaries in Africa, tons of missionaries who
came to Africa to work.

“My grandma couldn’t speak English, but
she was so excited to work with the white
priest. Anything they were asked to do, to
come and work in the church, they were al-
ways so happy — because for them, they

were working for God.
“Now that things have changed, it is us Af-

ricans now coming to the Western world.”
DePaul University professor of Catholic

studies Father Stan Chu Ilo spent a substan-
tial part of his priestly life in Canada before
moving to Chicago. He left Nigeria for stud-
ies in Rome, France and the United Kingdom
before landing in the Peterborough, ON, dio-
cese and publishing Discover Your Divine
Investment with Catholic Register Books.
Throughout his 30-year journey through the
West, Ilo has experienced racism in the
Church, he said.

“Institutional racism within the Catholic
Church in Canada and the U.S. exude the same
mindset and the same pattern — the pattern
of stereotype, the pattern of bias, the pattern
of treating African priests differently than they
would treat white priests,” Fr. Ilo said. “How-
ever, in the U.S. this is more institutionalized,
this is more explicit than in Canada.”

Fr. Ilo points out that the only bishop of
colour in Canadian Church history remains
Toronto Bishop Vincent Nguyen, ordained in

(continued on page 8)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Dignity
The movie Million Dollar Baby tells the story of a young woman

who becomes a professional boxer. Young, strong, and physically
very attractive she captures your heart as, against all odds, she even-
tually rises to the top in her sport. But then the story turns tragic; she
is unfairly hit by an opponent and ends up paralysed, her body broken
and with it her health and attractiveness. And her condition is perma-
nent, there is no cure. She chooses to end her life through euthanasia.

I had gone to this movie with a young couple, both solidly committed to
their church and their faith. Yet both of them were in strong sympathy
with how this young woman chose to die. Perhaps it was more their
emotions than themselves speaking when they justified her manner of
death: “But she was so young and beautiful! It wouldn’t have been right
for her to spend the rest of her life in that terrible state!” In their young
eyes, her debilitated state stripped her of her essential dignity.

What is dignity? When and how is it lost?
Dignity is a promiscuous term, constantly shedding different part-

ners. It is also a sneaky term. Sometimes it no longer means what it
used to mean and nowhere is this truer than when the term is applied
today to “death with dignity”?  What defines death with dignity?

Shortly after Brittany Maynard died by euthanasia in a case that
caught wide public attention, Jessica Keating wrote an article in
America magazine assessing that death from various points of view.
At one point she takes up the question of dignity and writes: “The use
of the term dignity to describe this death is deeply problematic, since
it masks the reality of fear and equates dignity exclusively with radical
autonomy, choice, and cognitive capability. The result is a not-so-
subtle implication that the person who chooses diminishment and
suffering dies a less dignified death.”  (America, March 16, 2015)

In much of our talk about death with dignity today there is in fact
the not-so-subtle implication that the person who chooses diminish-
ment and suffering over euthanasia dies a less dignified death. That is
hard to deny, given the dominant ethos of a culture wherein physical

diminishment and suffering are seen as a
very assault on our dignity. This has not al-
ways been the case; indeed in former times
sometimes the opposite was true, an aged,
physically diminished body was seen as
something dignified and beautiful. Why is our
view of dignity different today?

They are different because of how we conceive of dignity and
beauty. For us, these have to do mainly with physical health, physical
vitality, and the physical attractiveness of the human body. For us,
aesthetics is a house with one room - physical attractiveness. Every-
thing else assaults our dignity. That makes it difficult for us to see any
process that diminishes and humbles the human body by robbing it of
its vitality and physical attractiveness as being a dignified one. And yet
that is normally how the death process works. If you have ever jour-
neyed with someone dying from a terminal disease and been at their
bedside when he or she died, you know that physically this is not
pretty. Disease can do horrible things to the body. But does this de-
stroy dignity? Does it make one less beautiful?

Well, that depends on one’s spirituality and on what one considers
as dignified and beautiful. Consider Jesus’ death. By today’s concept of
dignity, his was not a very dignified death. We have always sanitized the
crucifixion to shield ourselves from its raw “indignity”, but crucifixion
was humiliating. When the Romans chose crucifixion as a method of
capital punishment they had more in mind than just ending someone’s life.
Besides wanting to make a person suffer optimally and they also wanted
to totally and publicly humiliate him by humiliating his body. Hence the
person was stripped naked, with his genitals exposed, and when he went
into spasms in the moments before death, his bowels would loosen. What
can be more humiliating? What can be less beautiful?

Yet, who would say that Jesus did not die with dignity? The oppo-
site. We are still contemplating the beauty of his death and the dignity
displayed in it. But that is within a different aesthetics, one that our
culture no longer understands. For us, dignity and beauty are inextri-
cably tied to physical health, physical attractiveness, and lack of hu-
miliating diminishments within our physical body. Within that per-
spective there is, seemingly, no dignity to Jesus’ death.

I am the first to admit that the issue of death with dignity is an
extremely complex one that raises legal, medical, psychological, fa-
milial, societal, ethical, and spiritual questions for which there are no
simple answers.  But inside all of these questions there still lies an
aesthetic one: what, ultimately, makes for beauty? How, ultimately,
do we see dignity? Does a person with a still attractive, undiminished,
physical body who voluntarily chooses to die before that beauty is
despoiled by disease die more dignified than did Jesus?

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX.
He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424           www.brenansfh.com

German diocese must rework
parish merger plan after Vatican objects
By Catholic News Service

TRIER, Germany — The Diocese of Trier must change its plan for
reform after Vatican officials objected to some of its aspects, including
plans for the future role of priests, reported the German Catholic news
agency KNA.

The reform envisaged each parish priest being an equal member of a
leadership team with laypeople and other priests.

KNA reported that on June 5, Trier Bishop Stephan Ackermann outlined
his position to the Vatican Congregation for the Clergy and the Pontifical
Council for Legislative Texts. He pointed out the weakening ties of Catho-
lics to the church, declining financial possibilities and the lack of priests.
He said the situation required changes to give church life a "reliable frame-
work."

The planned reform aims to change structures and set new priorities for
pastoral care and the church. The diocese regards the reform as a model
for the restructuring of parishes as other dioceses in Europe face similar
changes, diocesan officials said. They said the next steps will be closely
coordinated with the Vatican.

The Vatican suspended the implementation of the reform in November
following complaints from a group of priests and several lay Catholics in
the diocese.§
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

QUISPAMSIS — On a damp Friday
evening, June 12, as the Solemnity of the Body
and Blood of Christ approached, the lights of
St. Mark’s Church in Quispamsis lit up the
windows, piercing the foggy night. By that
time the parish was well into their 40 hour
adoration, which began the prior evening,
Thursday, June 11 at 7:00 pm and continued
until Saturday at noon, ending with Benedic-
tion.

Individuals signed up for Holy Hours to al-
low the Blessed Sacrament to be exposed
around the clock. Holy Hours are a devotional
tradition of spending an hour in Eucharistic
adoration in the presence of the Blessed Sac-
rament. During the 40 hour exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament at no time is the sacra-
ment without someone present.

When I arrived for my midnight Holy Hour,
I was aware of the chain of people who had
come before me and would come after. In
these days of isolation it was such a comfort
to know that an entire community shared in a
common devotion.

Father Owen Burns, pastor of St. Mark’s
recognized the difficulty the faithful have been
living during this pandemic, and the pain
caused by being separated from the Eucha-
rist until very recently. “There has been, and
continues to be, such a hunger among the
faithful for the Eucharist,” said Fr. Burns.
“With a world divided on many issues, the
Eucharist is unchanged. As the source and
summit of our faith, the Eucharist, the Body
Blood Soul and Divinity of Christ, unites us.”

To both prepare for, and celebrate, the So-
lemnity of Corpus Christi (The Body and
Blood of Christ), Fr. Burns said, “having a 40
hour devotion, 40 hours of adoration just made
sense, and was an attempt to respond to the
desire present in the Church.” A signup page
was posted online, and it did not take long for
each of the 40 hours to be filled. People of all
ages came from around the Diocese of Saint
John to take part in this beautiful devotion.
From the steady stream of traffic at the church
during this time, it was clear that people re-
ally appreciated the opportunity to come for
adoration at any time of the day.

“For me [adoration] is a need,” said
Maureen Beckwith of Quispamsis. “Even
though Jesus hears our prayers wherever we
pray, being in his presence in the Blessed Sac-
rament is Heaven on Earth. What a gift it has
been during these uncertain times.”

Forty hour adoration held at St. Mark’s
Nathalie Langevin of Saint John agreed,

“The world needs Jesus especially in these
times we are facing. Being able to encounter
him in the Blessed Sacrament through adora-
tion, after being deprived for so long has been
a great privilege and a true blessing.”

Following the 40 hours Fr. Burns reflected,
“after three months of being away from the
Eucharist, in the midst of much noise, tur-
moil, and distraction, the ability to sit in si-
lence, before the presence of our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament was a welcomed gift.”

Trusting in the power of the Eucharist, Fr.
Burns is hopeful for the graces that will flow
from this devotion. “Having so many faithful
spend hours in prayer, over 40 consecutive
hours, will bear fruit not only for those who
stopped by to pray, not only for our parish,
but for the Church as a whole,” He said.  “I
was overwhelmed by the level of response,

the number of people who participated in the
40 hours.”

In his Corpus Christi homily Pope Francis
encouraged the faithful to “rediscover Eucha-
ristic adoration, which continues the work of
the mass within us.” The Holy Father tells
us, “this will do us much good, for it heals us
within. Especially now, when our need is so
great.”

Ms. Beckwith is hopeful that this devotion
will lead to more like it.  “It was a great grace
for us to have the 40 hours adoration,” she
said.  “I pray we have many more.” What an
incredible blessing for our diocese on the Feast
of Corpus Christi.”

Natasha Mazerolle is the Saint John Re-
gion correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-
family.com. §

Corrected history: authors debunk
myths tied to church controversies
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Inquisition, the
Crusades, the trial of the Knights Templar,
the condemnation of Galileo Galilei and the
role of Pope Pius XII during World War II
are just a few "hot" historical events in the life
of the church that can still today ignite con-
troversy and fiery debate.

However, most people only have a vague
notion of what those events were about, with
facts coloured or clouded by political
censourship, social biases and urban legends
fuelled by fictionalized accounts made popu-
lar in film and other media.

Grzegorz Gorny and Janusz Rosikon — two
Polish journalists — wanted to debunk some
of the myths and fill in the gaps with their
illustrated book, Vatican Secret Archives:
Unknown Pages of Church History, which
was published in English by Ignatius Press.

After co-authoring a number of books on
such themes as St. Faustina Kowalska, the
relics of Christ and the events at Fatima, "we
decided to familiarize people with the turbu-
lent history of this extraordinary institution
(the Vatican archives) and with various con-
troversial episodes regarding the history of
the church as seen through the prism of the
documents housed in the Vatican Secret Ar-
chives," Mr. Gorny told Catholic News Serv-
ice in an email response to questions.

To learn from and assess the past correctly,

"one must first thoroughly and accurately as-
certain the facts," which is why the two jour-
nalists visited what are now called the Vati-
can Apostolic Archives and others. They also
met with numerous historians to look at con-
troversial figures and events from a different
point of view, they said in the book's intro-
duction.

"We are against journalism of the Ctrl C-
Ctrl V sort" that copies and pastes, Mr. Gorny
said.

"We are doubting Thomases," who have to
"touch everything" by spending years visiting
the places they were writing about, talking to
witnesses and scholars and spending time in
archives, he said.

Mr. Rosikon, who took most of the
(continued on page 9)

VATICAN CITY — The signature of
astronomer Galileo Galilei from the records
of his trial is seen on a document in the
Vatican Apostolic Archives. A new book,
Vatican Secret Archives: Unknown Pages
of Church History, looks at various historical
episodes in the history of the church.
(Vatican Apostolic Archives/CNS photo)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — When students and staff of
Divine Mercy Catholic School (DMCS) in Saint
John found their school year abruptly interrupted
by the pandemic, they like students everywhere
were left grappling with the true meaning of this
moment.

“In our search for the light, we were reminded
of the capacity of the human person to find what
is good, true, and beautiful,” says Catherine
Burnham, director of Development at DMCS.
It is in this spirit that the school’s annual fundraiser,
Tribute to Beauty, was moved online.

“As much as we wish we could be with you
in person, to behold with you the beauty of these
children’s smiling faces and their music,” Ms.
Burnham said, “we are delighted to have found
a way to bring this gift of beauty to your home.”

Images of children working at home, display-
ing art projects, playing outdoors, cooking, and
exploring in the woods provided a glimpse at
how students were living their days at home.
Messages of hope and encouragement from
teachers, photos of priests celebrating mass in
the school chapel, and videos of staff delivering
cupcakes to students all showed how loved and
missed each of these children are.

Introducing past footage from St. Peter’s
Church and the Cornerstone — a events venue
— in Saint John, Ms. Burnham said, “We are
confident that the content within, the sometimes
blurry children’s faces, the views of the stun-
ning St. Peter’s church, and the healing sounds
of young voices will bring you joy.”  Hearing
these voices inside the much beloved (and now
closed) St. Peter’s Church in the North End of

Annual fundraiser for Catholic school goes online
Saint John, was truly touching. “Pray, he is there.
See, he is listening. You are his child, his love
surrounds you,” the children sang.

There were also new contributions for this
year’s event. In his poem, Quarantine as Viewed
by an Introvert, Grade 10 student Joseph
Mazerolle wrote that despite being shut into our
homes, “the one thing that everyone seems to

share is the feeling of hope. Hope that this will
end. Hope that our life will return to normal. Hope
that we’ll see each other again.”

Christina Kipping, a fellow grade 10 student
wrote that, “everywhere you go, you sense a
spirit of great fear. And to cure this virus, no-
body knows how.” But even in these difficult
days, her young eyes found reason to be happy.
“Every now and then, some brave person spreads
some hope, through a message written in their lit
up window.”

The presentation concluded with new musi-
cal performances by current students and alumni.

Some gathered in the gym while others submit-
ted videos from home. Voices lifted in song pro-
vided hope, and are a testimony to the true com-
munity that exists at Divine Mercy Catholic
School. “Fall on me, with all your light,” alumni
sang (from Andrea Bocelli’s song, Fall on Me.)
It is hoped that this Tribute to Beauty will inspire
each person to seek the light of Christ in these

days.
 To watch the 2020 Tribute to Beauty, visit

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=v5ItecjpxJA&t=217s. To contribute to
the mission of Divine Mercy Catholic School,
please call the school at (506) 214-5556, or visit
https://www.divinemercy catholicschool.ca/do-
nate.

Natasha Mazerolle is the Saint John
Region correspondent for The New Free-
man. She can be reached at natasha@maz-
family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Alumni from Divine Mercy Catholic School in Saint John perform as pert of the school’s annual fundraiser,
Tribute to Beauty. (L to r) Younseo Heo, Kathleen Desmond, Joseph Desmond, Jenna Dobbelsteyn, Madeline Harquail and
Christopher Harquail. This year, due to the pandemic and school closures, the fundraiser was moved online. To watch the 2020
Tribute to Beauty, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5ItecjpxJA&t=217s. (DMCS photo)

SAINT JOHN — Teachers from Divine Mercy Catholic School, (l to r) Sue Tufts, Holly
Moran and Paula Dobbelsteyn display a message to students as part of the school’s
fundraiser, Tribute to Beauty, which was moved online due to the pandemic. (DMCS photo)
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Prayer is a 'fight' with God, pope says at audience
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — True prayer is a "fight"
with God in which those who think they are
strong are humbled and faced with the reality
of their own mortal condition, Pope Francis
said.

The story of Jacob wrestling with God
throughout the night is a reminder that al-
though prayer reveals "that we are only poor
men and women," God also has a "blessing
reserved for those who have let themselves
be changed by him," the pope said June 10
during his weekly general audience.

"This is a beautiful invitation to let ourselves
be changed by God. He knows how to do it
because he knows each of us. 'Lord, you
know me,' each one of us can say. 'Lord,
you know me. Change me,'" the pope said.

In the audience, livestreamed from the
library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vati-
can, the pope continued his series of talks
on prayer. And before concluding the audi-
ence, he reminded the faithful of the June
12 observance of the World Day Against
Child Labour.

Calling child labour a "phenomenon that
deprives boys and girls of their childhood,"
the pope said that the COVID-19 pandemic
has forced children and young people in
many countries to work in "jobs that are
inappropriate for their age to help their fami-
lies in conditions of extreme poverty."

He also warned that "in many cases, these
are forms of slavery and imprisonment, re-
sulting in physical and psychological suf-
fering."

The pope's concern for child labour
comes nearly a week after the death in Pa-
kistan of Zhora Shah, an 8-year-old child
maid who allegedly was beaten to death by
her employers after accidentally releasing
their prized parrots. The case has sparked
outrage in Pakistan and around the world.

"Children are the future of the human
family," Pope Francis said. "It is up to all
of us to foster their growth, health and se-
renity!"

In his main talk, the pope reflected on
the story of Jacob, an "unscrupulous man"
who despite the odds, "seems to succeed
in every feat in his life."

"Jacob — we would say in today's mod-
ern language — is a 'self-made man.' With
his ingenuity, he is able to conquer every-
thing he wants. But he is missing some-
thing: he lacks the living relationship with
his own roots," the pope said.

It is on a return trip to see his brother
Esau — whom he defrauded for an inherit-
ance — that Jacob encounters the stranger
who fights with him. Citing the Catechism
of the Catholic Church, the pope said that
this struggle is "the symbol of prayer as a
battle of faith and as the triumph of perse-
verance."

Overcome by a strike to the hip, the
stranger — whom Jacob later realized is
God — blesses him and gives him the name
"Israel." The pope said that Jacob ultimately
enters the promised land with a limp, but
also "with a new heart."

"Before he was a confident man, he
trusted in his own cunning," he said. "He
was a man impervious to grace, resistant

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis leads his
weekly general audience from the library
of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican June
10, 2020. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
the audience is being livestreamed
without the presence of pilgrims and
tourists. (Vatican Media CNS photo)

(continued from page 4)
2009.  Bishops are named by the Vatican.

Fr. Ilo also wonders why black men are
not better represented when it comes time to
appoint priests to diocesan priest councils,
priest personnel boards and other decision-
making bodies.

“I have found ordinary Canadian Catholics
more open and accepting of inclusivity than
the white priests and bishops of Canada,” he
said. “But comparatively, the pattern is worse
in the U.S. I mean, they have the same pat-
tern, but it is more egregious.”

“Racism may be expressed and embodied
differently in Canada than in America but that
doesn’t mean it’s not a significant reality in
this country,” said Dominican Father Darren
Dias, a theology professor at St. Michael’s

Racism: ‘it exists everywhere you go’
ment for solidarity with those who are vic-
timized or marginalized,” Fr. Dias said.

Toronto’s Catholic schools are taking this
moment of global protest for racial justice se-
riously, said Toronto Catholic District School
Board manager of community services and
government relations Shazia Vlahos.

“Anti-black racism is real. We have to face
the truth that anti-black racism exists in our
city and in our schools,” said a June 2 state-
ment signed by director of education Rory
McGuckin and board chair Joseph Martino.

“The greatest problem for us Christians is
what? Pride and selfishness,” said Fr. Ilo.
“That pride can become personal, it can be-
come institutional — because we want to
preserve the power that has nothing to do
with beauty and God’s kingdom.” §

to mercy. But God saved what was lost."
"We all have an appointment with God in

the night," Pope Francis said. "He will sur-
prise us when we do not expect it, when
we find ourselves truly alone."

But, the pope said, "we need not fear be-
cause in that moment, God will give us a
new name that contains the meaning of our
whole life."§

College in Toronto.
“Perhaps the reflex to dismiss racism as an

American problem is the most dangerous as-
pect of racism in Canada. We imagine we
don’t have a problem and so we don’t have
to address it.”

It’s not as if the Catholic tradition doesn’t
have the tools to confront racism, according
to Fr. Dias.

“Catholics have a long tradition of self-re-
flection or examination and now is a moment
to be honest with ourselves before God,” he
said. “What conversations are being had
around racism, power, exclusion, violence (in
Catholic churches)? Very few, if any, I imag-
ine.”

As protests occur in cities across Canada,
Catholics should recognize “this is also a mo-
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Swiss Guards receive formation in security, faith, chaplain says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Tasked with protect-
ing the pope even at the cost of their own
lives, members of the Swiss Guard are not
just highly trained specialists in security and
ceremonial detail, they also receive extensive
spiritual formation, the guard's chaplain said.

New recruits, who must have already
completed basic training in the Swiss army,
must also strengthen their understanding of
the Gospel and its values, said the chap-
lain, Father Thomas Widmer.

In an interview with the Vatican newspa-
per, L'Osservatore Romano, June 9, Fr.
Widmer spoke about the kind of training new
guardsmen receive starting each summer.

"It is important the recruits can start their
service well-prepared," he said.

New recruits, who are normally sworn
in May 6 during a special ceremony —
postponed to October 4 this year because
of the COVID-19 pandemic — are cur-
rently attending summer school at the Vati-
can, he said.

In the fall, they will go to a military camp
in Switzerland, where they will receive
more specialized training in tactics and se-

curity as part of their job in protecting the
pope, he said.

"But it is fundamental that such a task
takes root and deepens in their heart," Fr.
Widmer said.

This is why faith formation is so impor-
tant, he said. "They are first of all men who
are loved and wanted by God with a mission
that is to be discovered ever more deeply."

"My goal as a chaplain is to always pro-
mote their personal experience with Jesus
— to encounter and follow him as a role
model of serving and giving, in fact, he gives
a new quality to their life," he said.

The spiritual formation he seeks to offer
is to strengthen "the foundations of our faith
and Christian life," he said.

Asked about how the guard, made up of
135 soldiers, has operated during the pan-
demic, Fr. Widmer said the only change has
been the requirement for guards manning all
the entrances into Vatican City State to wear
face masks and to do a temperature check
on everyone who enters the Apostolic Pal-
ace.

Their ceremonial duties, he said, have been
greatly reduced because of the pope receiv-
ing fewer visitors in formal audiences and lead-
ing fewer public ceremonies and events.§

VATICAN CITY — A Swiss Guard kneels
at a mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the
Vatican. Tasked with protecting the pope
even at the cost of their own lives, the
Swiss Guard are not just highly trained
specialists in security and ceremonial
detail, they also receive extensive spiritual
formation, the guard's chaplain said.
(Paul Haring CNS photo)

(continued from page 6)
photographs, said they wanted to give the
reader the feeling of "finding himself in the
places we described."

The book's release was timed to coincide with
the March opening of the Vatican archival mate-
rial relating to the wartime period under Pope
Pius XII. The last chapter is devoted to how the
pope became the centre of controversy with
accusations he did not say enough publicly against
Nazi atrocities and to what Jesuit historian, Fa-
ther Peter Gumpel, and others have found in
available archives.

"There's just no question that that pope has
been terribly slandered," said Vivian Dudro, sen-
ior editor at Ignatius Press.

"But, how do you interpret his silence? How
are you going to weigh the man's actions when
so many of them were deliberately kept secret
for reasons of safety and security of the people
he was trying to help? When someone's been
silent and his actions have been covered up, how
are you supposed to know what he did?" she
said.

Historians expect it will take years of comb-
ing through the Vatican's newly available docu-
ments to get an even better and clearer under-

standing of what happened and why.
"History teaches us that life is the art of mak-

ing decisions," Mr. Gorny said, so the book de-
scribes the people "responsible for the fate of
large communities, people who had to make
decisions between, for example, security and
freedom, between a greater and a lesser evil."

Ms. Dudro said the authors aren't engaged in
"church triumphalism," but instead show "the
good, the bad and the ugly on the part of players
on the church's side or in the church's interest."

"If you admit that sometimes things get done
badly, that's not an act of disloyalty against the
church," she said.

But the authors' approach is, "if all you've heard
about is terrible things done by the church, there's
more to this story and let's listen to some schol-
ars who've uncovered some of these things,"
Ms. Dudro said.

Mr. Gorny said he finds inspiration from St.
Luke, whose Gospel and Acts of the Apostles
"are classic reportages."

St. Luke wrote that he wanted to depict events
as faithfully as possible, on the basis of eyewit-
ness accounts, supplemented with what he him-
self saw.

"That is how a reporter works: he describes

what he himself saw or what he had heard from
reliable people," Mr. Gorny said. In fact, "jour-
nalism is an evangelical profession, as its mis-
sion is to bear witness to the truth," he added.

Ms. Dundro, who has also worked as a
reporter for the Catholic press, said having
an open mind is critical for journalists and
readers, too.

"Have the humility to accept that you don't
know as much as you think you do, be open
to new information and weigh it," look for
people's vested interests or motives, and "go
out of your way to talk to people who think
differently," she said.

People need accurate information to make
good decisions and there is too much at stake
today to be limited to one polarized side, she
said.

"If God didn't want us to go to all this trou-
ble to try to figure out what the truth is, he
would have made us like the other animals and
we would just be operating on instinct every day,"
she said. "But no, he gave us brains so we are
supposed to use them to try to apprehend the
truth as best we can, to try to conform our-
selves to the truth as best we can, and that is an
ongoing process that takes your whole life."§

Authors debunk myths tied to church controversies
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OBITUARIES

MELANSON, NORMAN DOUGLAS — It
is with sadness the family of Norman Doug-
las Melanson announce his passing at his resi-
dence Tucker Hall, Shannex on Thursday,
June 4, 2020.  Norman was born December
28, 1944 in Saint John.

Norman is survived by his aunts Rose
(Melanson) Horgan of Saint John and Barb
(late Abby) Melanson of Quispamsis, his cous-
ins Elizabeth Horgan (Andrew Cusack) of Saint
John, Korrin Melanson Metcalf (Bart) of BC,
Suzanne Lenihan Bodaly (late Laurence) of
Quispamsis, Elizabeth Bodaly Hatt (Wayne)
of Ontario, David (Lona) Stillwell of Nova
Scotia.

Norman is predeceased by his immediate
family members;  Edna, Leonard (Ruth Allen
Bodaly Melanson), Helena, Alderic, Aurore,
Abby, Mike (Alma Evans Stillwell Melanson),
Jerome Horgan and his cousins Michael
Horgan, Laurence Bodaly, Bobby & Marjorie
(Bright) Bodaly.

Arrangements were under the care of
Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. Due to
the current Covid-19 Restrictions, a private
funeral was held to celebrate Norman’s life
and he will be interred at St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery.

STACK, FATHER RAYMUND JOSEPH —
With saddened hearts, the family of Rev.
Raymund Joseph Stack would like to an-
nounce his death, after a lengthy illness, which
occurred on Saturday, June 6, 2020 at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Saint John, NB.  Father
Stack, a retired priest of 64 years with the
Diocese of Saint John, was born in Saint John
on May 18, 1929 and was the second oldest
child of the late William J. and Estella J.
(McDuff) Stack.

After graduating from St. Joseph’s Univer-

sity, he began theological studies in Holy Heart
Seminary, Halifax, NS.  Father Ray was or-
dained a priest in the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception by the Most Rev. Al-
fred B. Leverman, Bishop of Saint John, on
May 26, 1956. After ordination he served as
curate to St. Rose Parish, Saint John, from
1956 to 1960. He then was assigned as cu-
rate to Holy Trinity Parish, Saint John, from
1960 to 1963. After a year in St. Francis Xavier
Parish, Sussex, he then began serving as cu-
rate to Stella Maris Parish, Saint John, from
1964 to 1967. In 1967, Father Ray was ap-
pointed administrator of St. Augustine’s Par-
ish, Westfield. From 1969 to 1974 Father
served as pastor of St. George’s Parish, St.
George. In 1974 Father Ray was appointed
pastor of St. Theresa’s Parish, Fredericton.
After leaving Fredericton, he began studies in
Family Counselling at St. Paul University,
Ottawa, ON, from 1975 to 1976. He then
returned to Saint John serving at St. Pius X
Parish (1976 to 1977), followed by the Ca-
thedral (1977 to 1981) where he was chap-
lain to the Saint John General Hospital. In 1981
he was appointed pastor of St. John the Bap-
tist Parish, Saint John, where he served until
1996. While at St. John the Baptist Parish,
Bishop Troy at that time, asked Father Ray to
train and lead the Ministry of the Deaf for the
Diocese. His final assignment was as pastor
of St. Ann’s Parish, Saint John, from where
he retired in 2002. Father Ray continued to
be a member of the Knights of Columbus and
provided continued support and guidance to
Alcohol Anonymous where he assisted many
individuals.

Father Ray was a kind and gentle man who
treated everyone with friendliness, compas-
sion, and respect. He was loved by all. He
made friends with people from every walk of
life and always remained faithful to each of
his friends. He had an amazing skill of re-
membering everyone’s name and he had the
ability to make you feel appreciated and wel-
comed. He was well recognized in all the com-
munities where he was posted. Father Ray
was never without a funny story recalling situ-
ations that he had witnessed or he, himself,
had taken part in. He was particularly kind
and supportive to the priests who came after
him and to the parish staff with whom he
worked. He will be deeply missed by all.

Father Ray had a passion for the arts, clas-
sical music, and literature.  He was a long-
time contributor to the Saint John Imperial
Theatre.  Throughout his life, he was very
kind to many Canadian charitable organiza-

tions.
Father Ray will be remembered also by

many as a teacher who often assisted in local
schools, including St. Peter’s Intermediate and
St. Malachy’s, after having obtained a Bach-
elor of Education Degree from the University
of New Brunswick in 1972. As well he will
be remembered by many as a visiting priest
who frequently covered for his brother priests
who were sick or on vacation.

Father Ray is survived by his two sisters,
Noreen E. (Charles “Bud”) Cavanagh and
Margaret M. (William) Wiseman, nephews
Mike (April) Cavanagh, Tim Cavanagh,
Andrew (Carrie) Cavanagh, Peter (Josee)
Cavanagh, Dr. Paul (Aya) Wiseman, and nieces
Dr. Mary Ann Wiseman (Dr. Michael Brown)
and Dr. Maureen Wiseman, as well as several
grand nephews and nieces. In addition to his
parents, Father Ray was predeceased by his
brothers Father Bernard W. Stack and James
M. Stack as well as very close friends Father
Paul J. Riley and James Wilson.

Arrangements are under the care and di-
rection of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John,. Visitation, open to the public, will take
place in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception, 91 Waterloo St, Saint John on Tues-
day, June 23, from 3 pm to 6 pm. Strict
COVID19 protocols will be observed. Sol-
emn Vespers will be celebrated in the Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception that
evening at 7:00 pm. This will be by invitation
only, again observing COVID19 protocols.

A funeral Mass will be celebrated in the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception on
Wednesday, June 24, at 11:00 am. This also
will be by invitation only in observance of
COVID protocols. Father Ray’s funeral will
be livestreamed on the Diocesan website.

Burial will follow in the Priests’ Plot of St.
Joseph’s Cemetery. This is open to the public
and COVID19 protocols will be observed.  A
reception is not planned at this time.

A Memorial Mass to celebrate Father Ray’s
life will be held at a later time when COVID19
restrictions have been relaxed.

DARRAH, PATRICK ‘PAT’ DOLAN —
With both profound sadness as well a sense
of peace for a life well-lived, the family of
Patrick “Pat” Dolan Darrah announces his
passing following a brief illness at the Saint
John Regional Hospital on June 11, 2020.

Pat is survived by his wife of 60 years,
Sheila (White); daughter Trish and her daugh-
ter Elizabeth; son Sean (Jill) and their sons

(continued on page 11)

Father Raymund Joseph Stack
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(continued from page 10)
William and Jay; his dear sister-in-law,
Christina Darrah; brother-in-law Michael
(Brenda) and Gerry White of Moncton; as
well many loving nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.
 He was predeceased by his parents, Patrick
and Kathleen (Driscoll) Darrah; his infant son
William; his sister Marlene O’Brien; his
brother Michael Darrah and his brother-in-
law, Gerard “Jerry” O’Brien.

Arrangements were under the care and di-
rection of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
privately for family. Livestream video of the
funeral is to available by visiting Pat's obitu-
ary on Brenan's website.§

OBITUARIES

(continued from page 3)
Church of First Peoples as a national church
for First Peoples evolved from a decision
make in 1991 when the Archbishop of Ed-
monton at the time, Joseph MacNeil, said the
church would become a First Nations, Metis
and Inuit parish and be operated under the
direction of the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate as the Sacred Heart Church of
the First Peoples. It was the first Catholic
Church in Canada with that special mandate,
and has taken its connection to Canada’s In-
digenous communities to heart by featuring
native art, smudging ceremonies and now has
a tabernacle that is within a teepee.

While Fr. Susai has been the lead pastor at
Sacred Heart since 2017, he acknowledges
that it took a good five to six months for him
to be accepted at the church, especially as
his appointment at the parish came after a
very popular and long serving pastor was put
on sabbatical and the change of church lead-

Rebuilding relationship between Catholic Church and Canada’s First Peoples
ership was controversial in the church com-
munity.

“That is only natural when somebody new
comes in,” Fr. Susai said.

Former pastor, Father Jim Holland served
at Sacred Heart from 1995 to 2017, and he
was inducted to the Alberta Order of Excel-
lence in 2017. When he was replaced, there
were those in the Sacred Heart Church com-
munity who said they would no longer attend
the church.

But Elder Fernie Marty said Fr. Susai’s cha-
risma and the fact that he cares enough about
Canada’s First Peoples to learn how to speak
Cree since coming to Canada has endeared
him to the Sacred Heart Church community.

“There were some people who said they
would leave who were followers of Jim Hol-
land, but I think most have come back and
are quite happy with Fr. Susai,” Mr. Marty
said. “We did lose some people, but we have
a lot of new people. When we could attend
services before the COVID situation the
masses, especially on the weekend, are al-
ways packed.”

“It is a very unique church,” Mr. Marty
said. “We had the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC), and Sacred Heart has
been very accepting and has gone above and
beyond that in addressing the issues raised
by the TRC.”

“It is a church that is not only for the Ed-
monton area but also for a lot of communi-
ties that are quite far away and remote and
we have a lot of people who come here
from up north when they have to come to
Edmonton for health services or other
things and they attend this church when
they are here. It is very welcoming to eve-
ryone.”

While churches in Alberta have been reo-

pening since June 1, Sacred Heart was one
of the first to go online when public health
directives shuttered places of worship and the
online aspect of Sacred Heart’s ministry has
been extremely popular.

  Mr. Marty said he would like to see the
church maintain its online ministry in the fu-
ture.

  “We have a lot of seniors who are shut in
and can’t attend services anyway and the
online masses have been very popular with
them,” he said. “I think it would be a good
idea to continue that.”

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
communications director Lisa Gall said the
efforts of Sacred Heart to meet the needs of
Indigenous communities during the COVID-
19 pandemic has been very well-received.

“It’s clearly a welcome initiative and his
audience has increased tenfold. His virtual
weekday services reach more than 3,000
viewers daily, and Sunday mass has had as
many as 7,000 viewers,” Ms. Gall said.

As churches in Alberta reopen, the need to
maintain online services will likely continue
for the time being, Fr. Susai said. If online
services are to continue in the long term that
will have to be a decision that is made in con-
sultation with the current Archbishop of Ed-
monton Richard W. Smith.

Regardless of what that decision ultimately
is for the long term, Fr. Susai praises the lead-
ership of Edmonton’s archdiocese over the
years for its reconciliation efforts with Cana-
da’s First Peoples, and he said Archbishop
Smith has shown an eagerness to learn as
much as he can about First Nations customs
and how those customs of spirituality are in
line with Catholic teachings.

“Our archbishop is very open to learning
all he can, and that is very important,” he said.

For a church that has
the slogan “Everyone is wel-
come here as we are all part
of the Medicine Wheel of
Life” as the first thing you see
when it go to its website, that
openness to continue learning
and building trust and respect
between Canada’s Indigenous
communities and the Catho-
lic Church is a mission that
Fr. Susai is dedicated to con-
tinuing.

“We are all people with
a connection to Mother Earth
and God,” he said.§

RELIABLE, EFFICIENT,
COURTEOUS
MECHANICS

OPEN
MON - SAT

137 CITY RD.
PH: 635-8710
OR 642-7995

LEGERE’S
GARAGE LTD.
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Pandemic throws a curve at couples
By MICKEY CONLON
Catholic News Service

TORONTO — Couples struggling in their
marriage have been hit with a double whammy
by the COVID-19 lockdown, according to a
counsellor with Catholic Family Services
Toronto.

On top of the pressures they are already
dealing with in trying to make their marriage
work, said Dominique Lemelin, they now have
the added pressures piled on by a society that
has been in lockdown for three months in
trying to combat the coronavirus.

Have they kept their job? Are they work-
ing from home? How are they caring for
their kids who would normally be in school?

“These are things they didn’t have to ne-
gotiate before,” said Ms. Lemelin.

Normal routines have been disrupted and
for many, it means they are in close quar-
ters with their spouses pretty well 24/7, and
for some that brings on added stresses.
From the division of chores and who does
the meal preparation to who looks after the
kids, these issues are constant.

“Things can be better or things can be
worse,” she said. “If there’s some unre-
solved issues either personal or within the
marriage, then that couple may not be doing
so well.”

When the lockdown began in mid-March
there was much light-hearted talk about how
the divorce rate would skyrocket. It raised
the old truism that familiarity breeds contempt.
It’s a truth Ms. Lemelin can’t dismiss.

“The addition of multiple stressors can make
an already volatile situation even worse,” she
said.

But it’s a truth Peter Jon Mitchell can just
as easily dispute. The acting family program
director with the think tank Cardus believes
the crisis will highlight the value of the mar-
riage bond in a way that will surprise many.
Marriages won’t merely survive, he believes,
but thrive.

“Most couples will lean into their relation-
ships, not pull back,” said Mr. Mitchell.

The stress factors Lemelin points to are in-
deed a fact, said Mitchell. But the experience

amid the stress “highlights the important
bonds we have within our families,” he said.

“As we face those challenges it’s quite natu-
ral that we’ll turn to those closest to us in
order to adapt to new routines around house-
hold tasks, caregiving responsibilities and paid
work from home,” he said.

Cardus has compiled a Canadian Marriage
Map with estimates showing across North
America divorce rates remained stable or even
declined during our last major crisis, the 2008

recession. And data
also showed a simi-
lar pattern in the
Great Depression of
the 1930s, said Mr.
Mitchell, “though
social norms around

divorce were more restrictive then.”
Mr. Mitchell is sure pre-existing relational

tensions in some cases will worsen, and there
is certainly the risk of increased domestic vio-
lence. Each person in counselling has their
own reason for seeking help and their ability
to cope in the situation varies in many ways.
But they are trying, and that’s a good thing,
said Ms. Lemelin.

She can’t say she has noticed a rise in di-
vorce or separation amid the pandemic —
though she said domestic violence is on the
rise based on added calls Catholic Family Serv-
ices has received — but that could have more
to do with the circumstances of a lockdown
“because people can’t go anywhere.” It’s an
added issue in Toronto where the high cost
of living prevents many from leaving a toxic
situation. Apartment hunting is difficult at this
time and housing costs are prohibitive for
many.

“It takes an added incentive to work through
because where are you going to go anyway,”
she said. “You can’t leave, and that’s a big
issue with domestic violence. Some of these
people can’t afford to leave.”

Ms. Lemelin continues to work with her
clients who she was seeing before the
lockdown, holding video-conferencing ses-
sions.

It’s not ideal, and others are doing sessions
by phone, but Lemelin wants to be able to see
the people’s faces to better judge the situa-
tion, often for safety reasons.

“I want to see the dynamics, I want to see
what’s going on,” she said.

Some couples put counselling on hold as
the pandemic hit, but many are starting to
make their way back, said Ms. Lemelin.

“As this has prolonged I’m seeing people
come back because they’re struggling with
coping.”

The results vary.
“Some are adjusting great, they’re able to

co-operate, to find projects they can do around
the home. They haven’t taken a huge finan-

cial (hit). And then others really
are not. It really varies on how
severely this has impacted them
and how equipped they are to
deal with the changes,” said Ms.
Lemelin.
“If they’re struggling with
problem-solving, all those nego-
tiations become more difficult.
And if you’re struggling with
emotional issues these problems
become more difficult.”§

COVID-19 has put added pressure on
family life. (Zita Ballinger Fletcher CNS
photo)

June 21, 2020   Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Jeremiah 20.10-13
The Lord has delivered the life of the needy

from the hands of the evildoers.

Responsorial Psalm:Ps 69.7-9, 13+16, 32-33, 35ab+36 (R.13)
R. Lord, in your steadfast love, answer me.

Second Reading:   Romans 5.12-15
The free gifts is not like the trespass.

Gospel: Matthew 10.26-33
Do not fear those who will kill the body.
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